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P RE F A C E. 

\AMnot ignorant^ that as Times, 
and the 'Humour of People go, 
it is a bold Adventure to write a 
Second Volume of any Thing j nor 
is the Suecefs of a Firji Part any Rule to ex^ 
pe^ Suecefs to a Second. On the contrary^ it 
is rather a Ruk to^ obfirudt it. The modern 
Readers of Books having a general Opinion^ 
which they entertain hke a Fundamental 
Principle in Reading, That Second Parts 
never come up to the Spirit of the Firfi'% 
tbo^ p&haps here they may find an Exception 
to that Rule. 

This was the Pate of that excellent Poem of 
Mr. Milton V, called Paradife Regain'd; 
whichi by the Error of common Fame^ could 
never obtain to be nam' d with the Fir ft. 

Mr. MWtotihimfelf differ d from the World 
upon the ^efiion^ and affrmed the latter was 
the better Poem y adding this Reafon for the 
general Diflikey (viz.) That the People bad 
a general Senfe of the Lofs of Paradifcy but. 
not an equal Guji for the Regaining of it ; 
A 2 but 
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iv PRE F ACE. 

but^ his Judgmenty however goody could net 
pre%niL 

" Iff?all fay but little of the Reqfon why Teo^ 
fie may like or dijlike the prefent Work. . // 
ivould ' be fcandaloujly foolijh^ and unjujiy to 
take Rnceptions at my beginning with a Sto-- 
ry of Two very badJViveSy dsif Ihvas far^ 
tialagainjlthe Sex \ but becaufefome may be 
'Weak enough to dofoyfor want of underftan^ 
Sng the Connection of the Story y fuch are 
dejiredto cbferve theReafon ofity as follows. 

The Reproof is upon Hufbandsfor omit^ 
ti?7g Family-JVorfloipy and efpecially for cbar-* 
ging the Fault upon their Wives : It ivas ab^ 
jfclutely neceffary then to reprefent the Wives 
eminent for their Oppojition to every Thing 
that was good in their Hufhandsi andy in a 
Wcrd, inimitably bad I to fhew that even in 
tbefe extraordinary Cafes, the Hufband ought 
hot to omit his Duty \ intimatingy that if not 
in tbefe CafeSy certainly not in Cafes iefs dif-^ 
fculty and confequently in no Cafe at aJL This 
is the true and oitly Reafon of bringing two 
fuch bad Wives upon the St age y as is noted, at 
targe in the Story y to which I refer. 

If Novelty had only recommended the Firfi 
Party then indeed we might fuggejiy that the 
Tl oughts of the Reader being once entertain-^ 
edy: could not be pleased again with the fame 

Scheme: 
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FRlE F AC E'. V 

SIcbeme: But this can no way afeSi us here; ■ 
for if Noveltyy the modern Vice of the 
reading Palate, is to judge of our Performance^ 
the whole Scene now prefented, isfo entirely 
differing' from all that went before, and fq 
eminently direSied to another Species of Rea- 
ders ^ that it feems ta be as perfectly new^ as 
if no other Part had been publijhed before it. 

If we would but duly reJleSi upon the difr 
firent Scenes of human Life, and tbefveral 
Stations we are plac'd in, and Parts we aSl^ 
while we are paffing over this Stage ; we 
Jhouldfee there are Follies to be expofed^ Dan^ 
gers to be cautioned againft, and Advices to 
he given'^ particularly adapted to every Part 
(fit.^ 

Upon this Account, injiead of fuggejiing 
ikat a Second Volume of this Workjbould be 
■ lejs neceffary than the Firji, I cannot but 
think they would either of them be ifnp^rfeSi 
without the other r and if /A^ TurkiQi Spy, 
andfucb other Books, from the known Variety 
of them, have pleafed and diverted the World, 
even to the Seventh or Eighth Volume, if this 
SubjeStis lefs pleafng, and fails of running 
the fame Length with thofe loofer Works, it 
muji be becaufe we have lefs Pleafure in Things 
ir^ruBingy than in Things merely humouring 
and diverting j lefs Patience in bearing ajufi 
\A 3 Re- 
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^i PREFACE, 

Reproofs and kfs Humility in applying if^ 
than nve ought to have. 

Doubtkfi there are Duties In dU our rela^ 

tive Stations one to another ', Duties from Pa-^^ 

rents to Children^ andfrom^ Mafters to Serf 

vantSy aswellasfromChildrentoP^rentSyand 

from Servants to Majlers ; and it mufi be own'd 

hy all that look narrowly into t he fe things J that 

as on the one Hand there are great Mtfiakest 

committed in the Gowmmenf of t hem/elves and 

their Families^ by Parents and Makers % fa 

there is perhaps kflfaid upon thefe necejfaryt 

Heads in publick than upon any other -y even 

the bejl Writers^ upon the relative Duties^ 

have Je erne d to be wholly flent upon this Sub^ 

jeSi : Whether they did not fee into the Want 

of^ity of thought it^as a Point too nice for^ 

their ^ Readers ^ or what other ^ing has beet^ 

the Hindrance^ Iknoivnot,, 

CorreSlion f the mofl^eceffary PartofFa^ 
mily-Qoverhmht, and the hefl Part of Edu^ 
cation^ how difficult a Thing is it / How lit^ 
tie und^ffioodl How generally wrong apply dt 
Omitted in necejfary, and adminijiered in un^ 
necejf^ry Cafes I 7he Nature, Rcafon and 
End of itmijlakenj The Meafure of it taken 
not from the CirCumftarices of the Childrens, 
Offences^ but Jront our own Tempers at that 
Time I ffow is it mingled with our Paffons^^ ' 

f mothered 
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PRE FA C E, Vit 

finother^d hy om J^tSiont^ and in either 
Gafe the Vffe of it entirely de/lroyed ! And 
what Advantage^ U get ab^ve Corre^ion, 
do Cbiidren<make efthe Mijiakes of their Pa-- 
rents in corredtjng them ! 
. Miftaken Pmysnts may here be fit to rights 
in fome (f the imft dangerous Parts of that 
difficult Duty (f correBing their Cinldren : 
Here wilikejhe^n bow inconfftent it is with 
tkt gftat ^md weighty Office of a Parent^ to 
concemibeir Paj^ous in their Rebukes^ or to 
let their want of "Temper add to the iVeigbt 
of their Sands : Hfre they will be inftrulled 
in what Frame they ^ugbt to. be when tiey 
correSiy and from what Principle their Hands 
miifl he lifted up to ft r ike their ownPkfh and 
Blood: How they are to exhort ^ inJlruSiyex* 
pojiulatey perfuade^ with the utmoft TeJUmo-- 
nies of AffeBion^ all the while they are cor-- 
reSling: How'inconjijlent with correSfing a 
Chi Id ^ the Noife^ the Rage, the Fury ^ our 
Ptffions are y and hpw often the true Parent 
cor re Sis with more ^ears in his own EyeSy 
than he brings from the Eyes of the Child he 
cbajlijes ; and yet heh he will fee tpo^ that his 
Tendernefs mufl not he fuffered to prevent or 
withhold that CorreSiion^ i^hich Duty to the 
Child calls for f and which if it be withheld ^ 
A 4 defiroys 
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deflroys the^ Force of every other Part of hts 

Education. 

IJhall fay nothing more of what is her§ 
fublijhed^ but this : The fame Defre of doing 

Goodf which moved the Fir ft Part^ has been^ 

fincerely the Occajion of a Second. With aU 

. fojfible Humility and Ihankfulnefs J lacknow^ 

ledge and believe I have bad the fame Prefence 

and Affifiance^ and I cannot but hope for the 
fame Bkjfings and Succefs ; and with the 

Comfort and Confidence of this^ I chearfulfy 
fend it into the Worlds not concerned at all at 

the Oppofition it Jhall meet with from the In^ 
frmities and Unworthinejs of its Author. 
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Family Inftru^or. 



PARTI. 
THE 

FIRST DIALOGUE. 

HIS Difcourfe is too much a Hiftory ; 
it is founded u^on an unhappy Qiiarrel 
between a Man and his Wife, both fober 
religious Perfbns, about their religions 
Conducl in their Family. 
The Huftand, provoked by fome rafh Words of 
his Wife'sy' and efpccially by her fpcaking lllghtly 
of his performing Kamily-Worfhip, takes the worii 
Method in the World with himfelf, flinging; away in ;i 
Pafllon, without calling his Reafon, or Confcience rr' 
Duty to his Afliftapces and having not called his Fa^iiily 
. . A 5 •. . together 
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^^ T&e Family InftruSlor. - 

together to Mornlnff-Prayer, as was before his coir-- 

fury he walks out into a FielcJ 

he had the Advantage of con- 

ithoat being heard; and his 

abated) as you may fuppofe, 

zlfdut of his Duty, inftcad of 

the Arguments to |uftify b'ls 

:s of it for the future. 

• ^ ^ he^ when a Woman is arrived 

I? fuch a height, as to make a mock of mc in my own 

•r amily ? She has brought Things to fuch a pafs, I do- 

'^Qt think it is my Duty to pray among thera any more v 

Ihe openly told me, before my Children^ that I need not 

give myfelf fhe Troii^blc to keep pp the Cereiftftny j 

that they none of them value it;. that they hate the 

' Offerjng for the fake of the Frieft; that they care not 

"'TO join with me ; ahd ihfey can ferveGod to more fiir- 

pofe without me. JVhy^ .1 don't think it is my Duty j' 

certainly God does not exped I ihould worfliip him 

in fucb Company; I am not to caft my Pearls before 

Swine : Befides, where there is no Charity, no Unity, 

what fignifies Duty ? * What Worihip can there be 

that can be acceptable to God or comfortable to me ? 

1*11 trouble myfelf no more about them. And as to iti 

bcir^g my Duty, I think I am fairly difcharged ,of it ) 

at her Door be the Sin, who has' been the Caufc of it ; 

as I am not the Oceafion of the Breach, fo neither 

"will the Confequence lie at my Door ; Pll perform 

my Duty by myfelf, and let them take their own 

Courfe. , ' 

With this kind of Difcourfe he fatisfied himfelf for 
the preftnt; the Devil (no doubt) affifting ; and com • 
inghome, took no notice at the ufual Time of Family- 
Worftiip, but went unconcerned about his Bufincfs j 
fat down to Dinner at Noon, and at Night flfly'd out 
till it was time to go to Supper. 

After Supper, his Wife (who k^pt up her Refent- 
mcnt as high as be) calU her Maid Co bring her a 

Candle, 
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The Family Jnftru6l$r. Ii 

Candle, and ^aw^y ft e goes to Bed, uking no notice 
of him, or of the ufual fjunily- Order. 

It was a l^ttJc unnatural to him, as it bad been un- 
ufual^ to doie the Day thus, without either his Duty 
to God, or any Society with bis Wife \ and, as he f aid 
afterwards ^ had fhe fpoken but one kind Word to nini 
or^ven hjm b(4t^ foci able Look, he had forgot all, and* 
gone on again in his Duty, as he ufed to have done . 
But fee unwarily and imprudently prompting his Dif- 
guft, and throwing Oil inftead of Water into the Fire, 
enraged him farther, ailifted the Temptation, and con- 
finned him in the wicked Refolution of negleding his 
Duty. . , 

The Breach was now made, and eyery,thing contri- 
buted to. make it wider : The Man went to Bed feme 
time after ; but as (he was afleep when he came to Bed, 
fe he was afleep when (be.arofe ; and they had no Inter- 
val or Opportunity of Converfalion to allay their Heat, 
or bfii\g them together* Thus they went on with their 
. Di&ontent, and continued two or three Days hardly 
in fpeaking Terms one with another j during this time, 
* as there were no healing Steps taken on eiihVr fide, fo it 
maybe fijppofed there was no Compliance in the Matter 
of^ religious Duty. Now the Family-Orders dropped*. 
Religion leemed wholly laid afide ; and that which was 
ftiJl worfe, the Diforder of their Minds was fo great, that 
it broke in upon their private Duties, as well as their 
IMiblick, and one was ncglefted as well as the other : 
Indeed it might have been concluded, that bad either of 
them retired to their private Duties, had they gone into 
their Clofets and looked up for Diredionwhat to do, 
the fecret Ejaculation would have ftrongly moved theiiu 
to Another Frame, would have returned them to their 
Duty, and reftored them to one another. 

A little time, it is. true, did reftore them to better 
Terms of Living together ; the paflionate Part cool«^ 
again, and they converfed a little more friendly. 
But the BlovJ was givetiy the Religion of the Family 

was 
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12 ' ^b'e Family InJiruSfor. 

Was overthrown ; and. as the. Woman, on one hani^. 
ihewed no Concern about it, feemed of the fame Tern- 
^r as to Charity^ zs btfore, and not to defire hi* 
jPerformance 5 (o he, bolftring up his Ncglcft, and 
checking his ConvifUons with this Notion, That the 
Breach was upon his Wife\ and not upon him\ that fli« 
bad refufed him, and that now rt was not his Duty: 
Perfuading himfelf, I fay, in this manner, he feemed 
to be f^tisned in the OmifSon, and to think of his Du^ 
no more, v 

It was very obfervabTe, that as they laid afide their 
Family- Worfliip, fo in the Nature of the Thing, their 
Family Peace vaniflied ; they were continually quaf^ 
rellins, and falling-out with one another; their Humours 
juftled in every Trifle, upbraiding one another's Sin^ 
cerity, Affeftion, and Integrity, on every Iktle Oc- 
cafion ; reviling one another with Bitternds, and lb»-* 
getting nothing that might make them difagreeable to 
one another J in a word, wafpifh and fretfui even when 
they agreed beft, and fcandaloufly furious and hot whei* 
they fell oift. 

Hardly any Difcourfe happened between them, how- 
ever mildly it began, but it ended in a Broil ;fhe would 
thwart him in every thing' he (iiid, and he contradift 
her as often.' Their Orders in the Houfe clalhed fo in 
every thing, the Children knew not how to behave, 
or Servants to obey; whilft the Father commanded 
this, and the Mother that, it was impoiTible to pre- 
ferve any Harmony among the Children ; two of tben>, 
one Son and one Daughter, taking part with the Far 
.thtr; and another Son and two Daughters with the 
Mother \ fo that as the Father and Mother differed, the 
Children differed, and that with fuch Heat, as filled the 
Houfe with Diforder, 

It happened once, that a Difcourfe began between 
Ihe Father and Mother about the EcKpfe of the Sun, 
which fell out on April 22,1715. 

. - . The 
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TheEclipfeoftheSan was the Sutjcia of allCon- 
verfatiofi at that Thne, having been, as is well known, 
^fo total, and the Darknefs lb great, as that the like 
had not been known in fonae Huadred Years before, 
■ The Wife had enquired of the Hufband, what the 
Nature of the Thing was, and he was defcribins it to 
iier and her Children in a familiar Way ; and, as I (aid, 
that unkind Reflexions upon one another was the ufual 
Ifliie of their common Difcourfe, fo it was here ; the 
Hufband tells her, thft the Moon was like a crofs Wife, 
that when flie warout of Humour, could thwart and 
eclipfe her Hufband whenever fhe pleafed ! and that if 
an ill Wife flood in the Way, the brighteft Hufband 
tould not (hine* . 

She flew in a Paffibn at this, and being of a (hirp 
Wit ; You do well, fays (he, to carry vour Emblem 
to a fuitable Height ; 1 warrant you think a Wife, like 
the Moon, has no Light but what fhe borrows from 
her Hufband, and that we can only fhine by Reflection ; 
'it is ncceffary then you fhould know, Ihe can eclipfe 
him whei) fhe pleafes. 

Ayj ay, fays the Hufband, but you fee when fhc 
does, fhe darkens the whole Houie, ihe can give no 
Light without him. 

[Upon this Jhe came chfer to hinu 

Wife. I fuppofe you think you have been eclipfed 
Jately; we don't fee the Houfcis the darker for it. 
• Huft). That^s becaufe of your own Darkpefs \ I 
think the Houfe has been much -the darker. 

Wife. None of the Family are madefenfible of it; 
-we don't mrfe your Light. 

Hujb. 'Tis ftrange if they don't, for I fee no Light 
you give in-jthe room of it. 

Wife. We are but as dark as we were before 5 for we 
were none of us the better for all your hypocritical 
Shirwncp. 

Hufbi Well, I have done ftiining, you fce^ the 
Darknefs be at your Door* - ^ 

u 
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{It h tmiiki tb(it b^h memm hirt^ his havmg left 
fff FamIy4f^^Jhip \ ^nd it is ^lurem ^> ilf, 
iikH bofh were cmte H ^ iread/ul Extremity in 
their ^$rrel 

W^. At my Door ! am I dw Matter ^ the Fami- 
ly ? don't lay yqur Sins to my Charge, 

Hufb, Butypurownlmay: It is the retrogade Mo- 
tion of the Moon that cattfes aa Edipfe^ 

Wife. Where all was dark before there can be no 
Edipfe- 

Hkjb. YoiirSin is, that my Light is yo4«r Darknefs. 

Wifi. That won't cxcufe yo«, if you think it a Sia i 
can you not do what you pleafe without me ? 

Hufi, 1 don't think it a Sin in me to refrain my Du- 
ty among thofe that contemn it, and who reject it, fot 
Yny Sake ; I am forbid to caft Pearls before Swine. 

ffife. Yes, yes, your Wife and Children are all ' 
Swine wkh you, and are treated like fuch by you ; and 
becaufe you want an Excufe/or Negle£k of your Duty, 
therefore we are ail Swine. The cWipaciion is iomc* 
thing fwiniO), I think, on your Part. 

Ht^. My Authority is good, it is the Scripture 
CJomparifon of thofe that ttanipleRoligion imder their 
Feet, and fly irt the Faces of thofe that officiate : Thc^ 
are Swine in both, for they make Dirt of Religion, 
and turn again and rend thofe who offer it; that is, 
defpife them, and afiault them ; which is my Cafe 
exadly. 

TVife^ What Matter is it what I think, can't you 
pray with them that will hear you ? 

. Hu/b. Do you know the Nature of Family- Wor* 
fliip \ Is it not thfet the whole Family may fhew their 
Agreement and Harmony, in acknowledgifyg and ferv- 
ing God ; If Part of the Family feparate, it is a Schlfm 
in the Houfe ; and the Unity being broke, the reft is 
but private Worfhip, and may as well be done alone. 
I do not think I am at all requii^d to perform Family- 
Worfhip, if my Family rdufcslojoin. 
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ff^i. A fiiuft Dy uTiOtt of tht th^ ! an Artifice ft) 
Airow your Buttlen upon me ; there's nochirtg in it ;. 
.When you reform yottt Life, no Body will flight your 
Ptrfofniirtccs r 

Jtufi. And yet you have noGrime to tbiirgc me with 
but Want of Obedientc to tnv Wife. When you firlt 
return to ypur Duty, I fiiali ^ink myfelf ^lig'd tt> 
return to knine. 

All this while here wais no Abatcnuent on one Side 
or other, and both dP them dreadfully miftalcen about 
their Duty ; they wrangled thus upon every Occaiioft, 
and this laft Dialogue is only ^ven as a Sketch of their 
almoft daily Converfation : Their Communication was 
. poifoned by the Breach in their Afiedion ; and as the 
iweet Dews of Heaven falling into the Sea, become 
fait like the Ocean; fo the moft cafual innocent DiT- 
coutfe between them, generally iflited in * Broil. Yet 
none of thefe Difcourfe^ brought them together, ^r 
convinced them that they were wrong; much lefi did 
they produce any Return to their Duty, and to their 
religious Performance. But Paffion prevailing, th^y 
continued in a dreadful Courfe of Irreligton,and reftraiA* 
ing Prayer before God. 

It was alfcy obfervable, that while thus they kid afide 
the Appearance of Religion in their Families, it abated 
in the reit of, their Converfation, and they grew eA- 
tirely carelefs, living as it were without G(k1 in the 
World ; the Decay of Family- Worfliip, like a Gan- 
grene ;n the religious Body, fprcad itfelf from one 
Limb to another, till it affefled the Vitals, and proved 
mortal. In a word, it deftroy^d the Senfe of D»ty 
and Religion in their whole Lives. 

Now as Sin entered in by this Breach, fo it made 
way -for every other Folly; it ruined theif Temper, 
made them apt to quarrel and fnarl oh the leaft Occa- 
fion ; renioved all that Swcetnefe of Converfation and 
Harmony of Attc^ibn that wa$i)etv!reen them hefore; 

and^ 

P 
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't6 The Family InftruElor. 

and» in fhort, the Houfe became deftitute^ not of <Re. 
ligion onIy> but of every pleafant Thing. 

It happened after fome time, this Gentleman had 
an intimate Friend, who lived in the Country, and 
who had lately married a ^\iz that unhappily brought 
him almoft into the fame Difficulty, though from a 
different Occafiqn; for fhc was a prophanc, irreligious 
Perfo'n, from her Original ; a Mocker and DefpiSr of 
all that was good, and who did her utmoft todifcourage 
/her Hufband, (who was a good Man) in all his Mea- 
, fures for the religious Government of himfelf, or of 
his Pamily. 

He had had a great Quarrel with his Wife about her 
own Conduft, and her reproaching him for his Religion ; 
and ftie had faid fome fuch fhocking Things to him, 
that almoft conquered hisRefolutions in the Matter of his 
Duty 5 almoft the fame Temptation offering to him, as 
had been the Cafe of the other Perfon mentioned be- 
fore. But his Senfe of Duty returned upon him too 
ftrongly to be refifted, and he mattered all the Diffi- 
culties that vvere before him; refolved, that let the De- 
vil and a perverfe Woman do their utmoft, he would 
. not live without theWorfhip and Service of God in his 
Houfe : Anid fo he went on with his Duty in fpite of all 
his Wife's Clamour, made his *vhole Houfe fubmit to 
it, and condemn her for oppofmg it, as we {hall hear 
more particularly prefently. 

This good Man coming to Town, and meeting with 
his old Friend, of v^hom we have been fpeaking, and 
: both being intimate Chriftiaris as well as Acquaintance, 
. it was not long before they began to conyerfe about re- 
ligious Affairs, both being alfo too full of their refpec- 
tive Family-Grievances, to be long together, before 
. they unbofonied themfelves to one another, which pro- 
^ duced the following Difcourfe, 

Says the Citizen to his Friend^ Well, Old Friend,^! 
^ hear you have been married fince we met laft, and I 
. jnuft give you Jpy \ I hope it is to your Satisfaftion. 
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Friend. Truly, my good Friend^ I am marri^> but I 
cannot fay it is much to my Satisfaction, for I am di&> 
appointed in the mam Happinefs of a married State, 

Cit. I am very forr^ to hear you have a bad Wife. 

Fr. Kzyy I cannot fey I have a bad Wife neither^ in 
the comnion Acceptation of the Word, 

Ck. Well, I am very forry then, be it how it %mll^ 
that you are difappointed. 

Fr. Truly, upon a farther Reflection, I ought not 
to have faid X am difappointed neither, for it needs fx-' 
planation. 

Cit. Pray explain it then, for vou amufe me now f 
it looks as if you had only a mina I ihould enquire faiv 
ther into the rarticulars* 

Fr. Truly, I ought to be a&amed of the Particu.-' 
lars, andyetl cannot fay but I have longed a great 
while to unbofom my Swrovs's to fome Body, and { 
know no Friend I can trufi better than ypurfelf. 

Citn Be free with me then. 

Fr.> I know not wher« to b^in, for my Grief is 
very great. 

Cii. You arc willing to fpeak, and yet loth to begin, 
as if you would have me fkrew it out of you : Prithee^ 
what havo you got for a Wife, is Ihe a Drunkard, a 
Whore, a Scold, or what is fhe ? 

Fr. None of them alt 
. Cit. Slalll be frqcwith youthen? Are not your 
Wife's Faults to be found on your Side ? Ate you fure 
file would not alter, if you could mend her Huftand i . 
For I muft own, many of us that find fuch fault with 
our 'Wives, make fometimesa very unhappy Miftakc^ 
(viz.) wc forget that they have^jad Hufbands. 

Fr.- 1 wont defend my Part of th^ Charge, and 
perhaps you know your own. Part to.be juft; if you 
do, pray rq)rove me when you have reformed your- 
felf; but at prefent my Cafe is too fad to bejefted 
with, 

Cih 
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Gu You miifi dercribe k a little, or how can d>- 
Friend give yoa Comfort or Counfel ? 

Fr, Whjr^ ia Ihort^ «ny Wife is fobor, yirtuoas, 
peftceable. Toufee lopptfsihe Heads^f her Chara^er 
ii yffur Stigge/H$n of iirunkat^ imtrndefi^^ turbukht^ i^c. 
She is Houfewifelj, Frugal^ Qwet, Mannerly, Ten* 
der, lilitKl) and Kas all the Qualiftcattoos needful to 
make her acomfortable Relation. flUT— ^ 

Cit. t xam-fte but one thing you have left out, and- 
tfcat is, RELlGIOitJS. 

Fr. You have faid it all ina Word^ fce is pcrfeflly . 
void of wiy Smie of> or Concern about GOD» or ker* 
Soul, or the Sods of any* that belong tx>> her. 

Ga Nay, if fhe is unconcen^d about berfelf, you;^ 
can't expeO; ftie £houhl be concerned lor any onevelfe. 

Fr. No, indeed, (he is fo far from it^ thai myHeart^ 
tsiembles to think what will become of my poor Chil* 
dren wh«i ih^ grow u{>^ for Lhavex)nexAltefldy^ and 
another coming. 

CiV, It \tVLuA Di&ppokitaient inoteed ; but had you 
any Apprebenfions of it before you married i : 

/V*k Thd^ indeed you- toQch me to thei'Soali there's 
the Blot with whtcb I reproach myfei£, and which 
gives me no Peace 5 I r^aJ my Sifi in iay Pwra^aoexa ^ I 
lookM another Way^ I trotted not my.Thou^ws a^ 
bout Religion, I looked at the Money, Lw>eitt for. it, 
Hknd i had U^ and now I feel the^ilurCe that came with it. 

Git. Why,.tho' you d'rf look at the Jilonej, (art 
there are Women of Fortune,, that have the iikfiing 
of a religious Education ^ they are not M AtheiAs that 
have Money ; nor are all the re|igiou« Women Beg- 
gars. Certainly you, wdfe in great hafte, and looked 
Mttle before you in your Choice. 

Fr. Indeed I ran into the DeviP^ Mouth ; I finglcd 
out.aFarnily where nothing was to bejexpcflcjdj a 
Houfe, where I may fay, without Breach of Charity, 
Godliad not been within the Doors for fome Ages. I 
cell you, I ought to fay I am not difappointed. 

- C^it* 
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Cit. You ought indeed to blamed jxrax own ConduA ^ 
for I know nothing more tHicomfbrtable, than for a. 
Man, that knows any thing of Religion, to be matched 
to a Woman that has no Notion of her Duty. 

-Fr, Blame my CondiiAf Do you carry it no far- 
ther ? "Wirtvout doubt, £ committed the grcateft Sin of 
its kind that I was capable of; and moft juftly provoked 
<joii to make that Relation, which ou^t to have been 
my Comfort and Bieffing, be my Snare, my Tcmpta- 
tion, and at beft, my conftant Affli6^ion. 

Cii. It is indeed againft the exprefs Rule which the 
Apoftle lays down, Be not unejfuaHy ypk^d, \ beltere,, 
for a Man or Woman that is rdrgioufiy inclinM, to 
mariy a Peribn of no Religion, or to marry a Perfon 
\>f different PrincipJes in Religion from thcmfdves, la 
pofkively forbidden in that Text. 

F^. Alas \ It is n*t only againflthe Apoftle's Ruk^^ 
but it is againft aH the Rules of ReHgion, of Nature,, 
and of common Senfe : What Communication catv 
there be between Gdd and Beiialf 

Cit. It wa$ Ae Reafon given in Scripture, Vhy God 
commanded the JfraeHw not to giv< their Daughters 
to the Heathen, nor take their Daughters to Wife, left 
they Jhmli he drOum intojerm their jW^ imd tdfirfiike: 
the Lordiheir G^d^ Judges i'. 

Fr, Nor has it failed to be a Curfe to all the Families, 
^at ever I have heard of, that prafiMfcd it ; the Scripture 
is full of it, particularly in Sobmon^ itijfhaki and once 
in a whole Nation, ^s in th« Cafe of the Midiamijh 
Woman, jind all this 1 knrdf, 

Cit. Well, but I hope you have not married an Ido- 
later ;. your Wife is not aw Heathen, is flie ? 

Fr. But I think fhe is worfe 5 for {he defpifes all 
Worfhip, whether of the falfe gods, or of the true;. 
fte has no Senfe of any Religion it all, othei- than to 
make a Mock at it, tp make all ferioUs Thiflgs^ her 
Sport, and to banter thofc that dare not do fo tcKK 
^ * Cit. 
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Ck^ That's, a dreadful Cafe indeed ! I befecdryatr^- 
does fhe not go to Church ? Where was fhe bred ?• k 
(he a Proteftant ? 

Fn Yes, yes, (he goes to Church, and is a Protec- 
tant^ fuch a kind of Proteftant as this Age is too full 
of ; I think fhe had as good be a Papift, for then fbe 
would make fome ProfelEon, and might, in time, be 
brought over to right Principles ; butasiheis^d think, 
there is more Hopes of a Heathen, for he worlhips fomc- 
thing, but Ihe neither fears God or Devil. ^ 

Cit. But you fay (he goes to Church j what does flic - 
doth^ref 

jFVr Do there ! Why,ftape about her, or fleep,or fu»- 
. xnOx herfelf to banter the Infirmities of the Minifter. I 
never heard her talk a word of what flie hears, except it 
te to ridicule and expofe it. The unhappy Wit flie is 
Miftrefsof, and which ihe might make a much better 
ufe^of^ exerts itfelf this Way; and when fbe can no 
.Jonggr run down Religion itfelf, revealed or natural,, 
then the Failfngs, ^if^and Miftakes of the Profe£- 
fors of Religion employ heV Tongue; which makes my 
Houfe a Temple of the Devil to me, where I can. hear 
nothing but Abufes upon God, the Worfhip and Ser^r 
vantadF God, and every thing that is good, till I aai 
made to abhor the Converfation of my own Family. - 

Gt: And no queilion, it is a great Obfi:ru£tion to 
you in the Way of your own Duty, or a Ten^ptation tQ 
yott wholly to negle£t it» 

Fr. How came you to.reach my. Cafe, fo effeduallyt 
and fo very particularly ? 

Cit. Not that I kiww any thing of. it, I aflure you ; 
but I am -too mucbconcernedil know one too lil&e 
it. 

^ Fr. Itisi my Cafe cxa£Uy, as I will tell you at large. 
. Cit. But beforp you come to that Part, pray tell me 
liowyou came tolink yourfelf to fuch aFamily of Hea- 
thens $ I know you4iad bccn^thervfife taught. 

/jr. 
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rFr. I'll anfwcr you in 4)ne Word, MONEY! 
MONEY! This was the Saare ; the Devil laid the 
Hook, and I bit at the Bait. It is true, I was beuec 
taught, and my Father had propofed feveral tolerable 
Matches for me ; agreeable Women, valuable for their 
Virtue, of religious Education, and with good Portions 
too, with whom I might have been very happy i but I 
reje£led them alU 

Cii. You have been very ill advifed. 

Fr. No indeed, I have not been advifed at all ; but 
I got the Cant of your Town-Gentlesien at my 
Tongue's End, and made it my Catch-word (on a long 
Time, (viz.) that I cared not what Religion my Wife 
was of, or whether (he had any ReK^oa or no, if flie 
had but Money; and now I am nlled with my own 
Defires. Nor were my Mcafures for furoifliing n>yfclf 
with a Wife lefs extravagant than the Humour I pro- 
fffled to aft by ; . for as I cared not whom I took^ fo I 
caced not where I found her : and as he that abandons 
hlnWelf, is juftly abandoned by Providence ; fo in pur- 
fuit of the Idol I worlhipped, I went to the Temple of 
Wickednefs, the PUyhoufe, a Thing I had not been 
bred to I afilire ]^ou ; and when the Devil had me in 
his Bounds, He took care to hold me faft : There I 
chofe me a Wife. 

C/V. r thought you faid you chofe for Money ? 

Fr, Yes, yes, fo 1 did too j I was (hew'd her there 
for a Fortune. 
^Cit. And perhaps miffed your Aim too. 

Fr, No, no, 1 have the Idol and the Idolatry too : I 
have the Money and the Woman, but not tb'e^ Wifi ; 
fhe is no Wife to me> nor does fce concern herfejf about 
the Duty of a Wife to Do it, or to Know it. 

Cit. Then I find (he has very little Love for you, 

Fr, I cannot fay, but that if I would have conipxvmA 
to,her wicked abominable loofe Way of Living, fee 
would have loved nhe well enough ; but as foon as fbe 
found my Way was different from what flie expe^Sled, 

fhe 
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ike became fo uneafjr and ihdifferenV that it grew up 
to a perfed Contempt $ smd it oAen' makes fucb 
Keact^ between U99 as in time nmft cert^tdy root 
out alt manner of conjugal A^(%on on either Side. 

CH. It is no doubt s^tj affli^ng to you> eTpedally 
if you have a real hoN^ for her. 

' Fr* \ confefs, I cannot fay but it wears out what 
Love I had for her, apace ; it is impoffflile while I ab- 
hor her Conduit, and cannot reclaim her^ that I can 
pfeferve my Affe<9!ion :. Virtuo«& Love is ibonded upon 
two Tbin|$^oniy, both which are wanting in her^ Mt* 
rit and Smtabiiuy. What Merit cait there be in one 
who appears to have a general Contempt of all that is 
good ? And what Suitability can there be in two Tem- 
pers fo extremely oppofite ? 

Cit. Well, but it is afitding to you too, I dare fay« 

jPr. Indeed it is fo many Ways. 

Ciu And without doubt, as 1 obferyed before, it is 
a ftrange Obftruftion to you in the Exercife of your 
Duty in your Family ; for what Performance of Duty,, 
what good Government of Servants or Children, what 
religious Order can there be in a Family, where con^ 
fhnt Breaches obftru£t the Charity and Underftanding 
between thofe, upon whom the Performance and Sup*- 
port of thofe Duties lie? I know it by myfclf, there 
can be no Family- Worihip, where there is no Family^ 
Love : Who can kneel down to pray with thofe that ri- 
dicule and contemn it f For my part, I do not think it 
a Hufband^s Duty in fuch a Cafe 3 let the Blame be 
on thofe who are the Caufe. 

Fr, Tho* you fay true in part, yet I cannot go 
your Length neither; I acknowledge it is a fad Ob- 
ftru£lion to the carrying on a religious Government 
in the Family, and the firft Beginnings'of this refrac* 
tory Carriage of my Wife were a great Snare to me 
that Way \ nay, I had almoft thrown up all Family- 
Religion, 
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Religion, in compfimene to litr Folly: And dottbN 
iefs, iflhad^ aH Perfonal RcKgion had gone after it | 
but, I Wcfe GO0, I got the better of her in ihtft 
Point. 

Ciu I wifli you would give me fonte Account of 
your Management then> for a Reafbn that I wilt teM 
you afterward, 

Fr. Alas { it is a long melancholy Story, and wiH 
be but of fmaH Ufe to you, 

Cit. It wiH be of great Ufe, I affureyott 5 atad may 

» do more Good than you irtagne : There are other 

^People in the World m your Cafe, and Example it 

often a Cautbn and Dtre^on to others. 

Fr. Nay, you wiB make fad Work if yoii propofe 
me for an Example to any Body : I am fit for nothing 
but a Memento Mori ^ a Beacon, or Buoy,' to (hew 
where the Rock lies that-I have (pKt upon. 

Ciu Leave that Part to ^her Difcourfe, and pray 
let me into the Story, that I may know how you ma- 
naged yourfelf in the Matter of religious Wcwftip in 
your Family ; I afltire jrou, theie's a great deal depends 

^upon the Queftiop, and more upon the Anfwer. 

• iFr. Why then I'll tell you as diftinftly as I can, 
ndtto make the Story too long : When firft I married^ 
I continued fome time in the Family of Sir Richard 
■ ■ ■ , whofe Sifter my Wife was, and wilh whom 
ihe lived, her Father and Mother being dead : The 
•Family, you know, had never been famous for any 
thing of Kefigion.; as for Sir Richard^ he was no Hy** 
.pocrite, for, to give him his^due, as be praSifed no* 
thing, fo he proraTed nothing ; he really made no Pre- 
tence to Religion ; nay, fo far are they from any Senfcf 
•of Religion in that Family,.that I never heard any one^ 
till very lately, fay Grace at the Table, or return Thanka 
after Meat, or afk any Body elfe to do it ; except in 
compliment, when any Oergyman happened to be 
there, or except as I {hall have Occafton to tell you in 
the Cpnfequence of this Story. 

Cit. 
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Gt. That's a ftrangc Family indeed ! 
Fr. It would beilrange if they ibould be othcrwife, 
in a Houfe where you have nothing but Luxury, Riot- 
ing, Gamine, Swearing and Drinking, all Day and 
ftll Night ; , Maftecy and Miftreis^. and Servants, all 
alike, 

C/V. How could you think of tying yourfelf to fuch 
t Family^ ^ ^ 

Fr, Nay, that*s unkind, after what I have faid al- 
ready J the Thing is done and over; I told you the 
wretched Reafon of it, the Bufinefs now b to ull you 
theStorv. 
C/V. laflcyoMr Pardon;, pray go on* 
Fr. I lived there, as I .tell you, near half a Year,' 
till fome Apartments which my Wife dcfircd to have 
added tp my own Houfe were iinifhed . 

C/V. And were }«ou not, heartily tired of fuch a hca- 
thcnifliLifc? 

^r.-Let me tell you, my Friend, with Sorrow, I 
really cannot fay I was at firfl ; and Jet all wife Men 
beware how they make an irreligious Way of Living 
top familiar to them; lean aflurethem, by fad Expe- 
rience, it is very dangerous, and they will run great 
Riique of their Principles ; for Habits of Levity grow. 
Infcnfibly natural, fapping the Foundation of all reli- 
gious Inclination, and pi:eparing the Mind to approve' 
thePraftice. I was new married ; the Circuntftance 
joined with the Ufage of the Family^ and it feemed to 
be a Time when Mirth and Diverfion might be rea- 
fonably indulged, ^ , 

C/V. That's true, but not fo as to exclude Religiop. 
Fr. I know that very well ; but what could 1 do ? 
I was not Mafter of the Houfe, it was none of my 
Bufinefs to meddle with Things there, and it was too 
foon to begin to di<Sbte to my Wife ; and befides, do 
I not confefs to you, that my Heart was devoured 
with Pleafure, and engroffed with the Mirth and 
ufual Jollity of the Occafion, and that it began to 
. . ' ' * make 
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mike all their Levity natural to me ? Do I not fay, 
every Man fhould take heed of the Example ? I am 
fure it was a dreadful one to me. 
. Cit. Well, but you vj^ere there but half a Year* 

Fr. Do you fay, BXTI half a Ttar^ is that but a 
little Time to live withoiit a Senfe of Duty, without 
Fear, as I may fay, of God or Devil ? but as if it were 
but a little Time, Imuft tell you it did not end there^ 
I have worfe yet behind. 

. C/V. But pray let me interrupt you a little 4 did you 
never difcourfe with your Wife all that while about it, or 
enquire how file liked it. 

Fr. Yes, yes, I did ; but I received poor forry empty 
Anfwers, fuch as evidently (hewed Ihe made no great 
matter of it, and would never complain if fhe lived fo 
all her Days. 

Cit, Pray be particular in that Part if you can. 

Fr* Why, I will give you a Paflage or two. You 
muft know, that for three or four Days, while our 
Wedding was upon the Wheel, and a pretty many 
Friends in the Houfe, fome of fhe neighbouring Cler- 
gy were continually there ; either the Minrfter cf the 
rarifli, or of the next Parlfh, or a Gentleman's Cha- 
plain that lived about a Mile ofF; and once or twice 
a Prefbyterian Clergyman, who kept the Mceting- 
Houfe in the Town, and to whom 1 found not Sir 

Richard only, but even the Minifter of the 

Pariih, behaved very refpedlfully ; and as he was a 
Man of Worth and a very good Scholar, they were 
very intimate together. Whil6 thefe were there, as 
I faid, there was always fome or other to fay the 
Grace, .as they call it, at Table. But as for Prayers 
at Night* that was never offered, or perhaps thought 
on. 

But it happened once we all went to Dinner with- 
out a Chaplain, and as Sir Richard made no Offer to 
ftand up, fo no fooner was the Dinner ferved up, and 
the Ladies placed, but my Lady— -had her Knife in a 

Vol. IL B boiled 
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boiled Turkey, and we all fell to work as decentlj^ 
and with as little Regard to him whofe Bounty filled 
and fed us, as any Pack of Hounds in the Country. 

Cit. I never heard the like ; pray was it fo always ? 

Fr. Conftantly; never otherwife^ except as before. 

Cit. I thought there had been no fuch People in the 
World, efpecially among Proteftants j nav, not a Pa- 
pift, as I ever met with; would fall to, without crofling 
the Table, which is in them an Acknowledgment to 
their Saviour for the Mercy of their Food. 

Fr. Well^ I afliire you, there was nothing like it 
here. 

Cit. And did you take bo Notice of it ? 

Fr. Good Manners forbade it me at Table. 

Cit. But methinks you (hould have fpoken to your 
Wife about it. 

Fr. So I did, and you (hall hear what Return I met 
with : I was really furprized at the Thing the firft 
Time, and fpoke of it to my Wife at Night when we 
were alone, and which occauohed the following (hort 
Difcourfe. 

My Dczxy/aid /, was not fomething wanting among 
us at Supper To-night ? 

Not as I know, jaidjhe^ what was wanting ? 

Nay, my Dear, faid /, it is none of my Bufine(s. 

IVife. Well, but tell me what was wanting; for I 
cannot imagine what you mean. 

Hiiflf. Won't you take it ill, my Dear, if I tell 
you ? 

Wife, No, not I; what can it be, that I ihould 
take it ill ? 

Uiifb. Why, did we not want a Chaplain V 

Phoo, fays (he, ii that all? 

Why, my. Dear, fays I, does Sir Richard never 
thank God for his Meat ? 

fPyi' Nay, what do I know? We never trouble 
our Heads about thofe Tnings, 

Hujb. 
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Hufi. I confefs, I never Taw it fo before, and I have 
been in very good Families. 

Wife. Then it may be they kept Chaplains ? 

Hufb. No, indeed, my Dear. 

No \ faysjhey it is an odd Thing for a Gentleman 
to meddle with it. 

Hujb. What, my Dear, to thank God for his daily 
Bread ? 

Wife. Oh ! it is perfc£Hy ungenteel to do it pub- 
lickly ; cannot they mutter it to themfelves ? 

Hufb. I am forry to differ from you, my Dear. 

fplfe. Well, I will fpeak to Sir -R/VA^r</ To-morrow, 
and you (hall have the Honour of being Chaplain. 

liufb. No, my Dear, I hope you won't make what 
I faid to you fo publick ; it is no Bufinefs of mine. 

Well, I was fo unable to perfuade her to forbear 
making a Jeft of me, the next Day at Table, that I 
was obliged to make an Excufe to be abfent both at 
Dinner and at Supper. And at Night i owned the Rea- 
fon; and was forced to tell her plainly, I would dine 
there no more, unlefs (he would promife me not to fpeak 
of it ; which with much Difficulty, at lajl^ I prevail- 
ed with her to do. 

Cit. I would even have let her faid what ihe would ; 
and would have owned I was furprized at the Thing. 

Fr. Well, you fhall hear how flie ferved me, and ho\v 
handfomely me was ferved for it, by her own Brother : 
She kept her Word with me about a Week ; but one 
Evening, as we were at Supper, ihe made a Motion to 
me and feemed to fmile : I kept my Countenance as 
lone as (he keptk from being taken Notice of; butfhe 
' took Care to let Sir Richard — fee her ; who, as he was 
a merry Man,^ and full of good Humour, would needs 
know what the Matter was ; (he points to me. Let 
him teilyouy fays (he, for he won't let me. Sir Richard 
prefTed me, and I blu(bed as red as the Colour of Blood 
would allow i at length my Wife faid, 

B 2 • Nay, 
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Nay, Mr. is is not fucSh a mighty Thing, 

you maytcM it. 

No, my Dear, faid I, I am (urc, I ihan^; and I 
am furc you won't. 

This made the Cafe worfe, for they were ^loubl/^ 
importunate then ; and Sir Richard^who always thought 
it iiad been feme little Jeft or other. Jays bold of his 
Sifter, and fwore (he (bould tell him. 

I interceded with him, and perfuaded him ; told him, 
Ihe had engaged to me not to fpeak of it, and I hoped 
he would not make her break the iirft Promife that ever 
I aflced her to make, fincc fee was my Wife. 

My Wife turned upon me,, and would have me re*-* 
linquiih her Promife ; I told her I could not ; in a 
Word, it began to wamj us on all Hands, and my Wife 
in particular told me I ufed her ill. 

My Dear, faid I, it is very hard you fhould fay fo, 
when you know you are only defired to conceal one of 
my Faults. 

I know no Fault in it, fays (he ; and if it be, I de- 
fire to conceal pone of your Faults. 

But if you don't, my Dear, faid I, you will expofe 
me very much j for you will find I have a great many 
Faults worfe than this, that I hope no Body (hall know 
but yourfclf. 

She was afraid I had, (he faid ; and this had given 
her fuch a Surfeit of me, that if the reft were much 
worfe, (he was afraid they would give her a Vomit, th^t 
Would bring up all her Love. 

My Dear, faid I, I hope that lies too deep for fuch 
a flight Operation. I was going to fay more, but I 
ftw fte was in a Rage; fo I forbore. 

She anfwered, I do not know whether it does or no ; 
and with thofe Words rofe from the Table and went 
up Stairs. 

Sir Richard :-, the beft humoured Man in the 

World, ran and took hold of her, fwore (hefhould 

not 
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ttoe go, 9nd dragfi^d her back a good Way, but fbe 
flung from him ; f followed her, butihe was toonim- 
ble for me, and got into her Rooni, and vfrith flinging 
the Door after her» and I too near her, ftruck me on 
die NoTe, and fet me a bleeding moft violently. 

You may be (ore this Carriage, and mjr Bleeding, 
^iled our Mirth, and indeed our Supper ; nor could^ 
my Lady — — or another Sifter prevail with her to 
come out of her Chamber,, or let me in for fome 
Hours ^ indeed, when flie beard of my Bleeding, and 
had opened the Door after I was gone down, aru)* feen 
l)ow much I had bled upon the Stair-head before a Ser* 
rant could be called with a Bafon and Towel, fhe wa^ 
much concerned, and fent her Maid down to fee hov^ 
I did. 

In the Literim of this, Sir Richard^ who appeared 
very much concerned at what had happened, came t^ 
me, and fmUing faid; Brother, I am very forry th^ 
I (hould be inftrumental to put my Si{|er out of Ha- 
mour, efpecially with you j I muft acknowledge, I 
sever knew her fo much ou$ in her Behaviour in my 
Life. 

Sir,, faid 1^ it would have been no Trouble to me, 
ff k had not been that the Thing itfelf was from fome«- 
thine I had foolifhly let fafi, which if fhe had told in 
her Way, would have made you think me wanting in 
my RefpeA to you, which of all Things in the World 
I would give no Occafton for, having been treated (b 
^^igi^gly ^y you, ever fince I had the Honour to b^e 
related to you. 

Come^ Brother, fays Sir Richard^ here is my Hand 
and my Word, it (hall move no fuch Imaeinaticns in me ; 
befides I would not have prefied her, ^f I had thought 
in the leaft it had related to me. 

Indeed^ Sir Rich4trd^ faid I, it had not the leaft Dif- 
refpeft in it to you ; yet I freely own, I (b^uld not have 
(aid it, no not to my own Wile. 

B 3 And 
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And I freely own, ^x he^ my Sifter is in tW 
wrong, if it be fo; for it is hard a Man cannot fpeak 
a' Word in his Bedchamber to his own Wife, but fhc 
muft betray him. Oh thcfc Wives I fays he fmiling, 
arefucb Bofom Friends ! There is my Wife, fays he, 
pointing to his Lady, is juft fuch another Privy- 
counfel-keeper. 

Well, Sir Richard — , faid I, hoWever, I heartily 
afk your Pardon for what I faid, whether (be telh it or 
not; and I acknowledge it was what did not become 
me to fay, nor was it any of my Bufinefs. 

5ays $ir Richard^ Let it be what it will, and whc- ' 
ther I know it or no, I give you my Promife, Bro- 
thei^ I will not uke any £ing ill from you. 

v^ome, fays my Lady, who fat by all this while, my 
Brother makes more of it than he needs, and his Mo* 
defty in it is too much his own Difadvantage 5 I have 
the Secret, and he (hall give me leave to tell it ; I affure 
you. Sir Richard^ neither you^ nor I have any Reafon 
to take it ill, tho' I muft blame my Sifter too. 

Upon this fhe told the Stor)^ ; and told it like one 
that had more Senfe of the Reproof than I expeSed. 

And was this alU fays Sir Richard — Comey Brother^ 
fays he, / amfarfrmn taking it ill; your Remark was 
very juft ^ and I ajfure y0Uf lam veryfenfible I cujht not 
t^ do fo \ but we are a wicked Crew^ and have been fo from 
Father to Sen j / do not know when 1 fhall mend. But 
this i will fellyoUy I will convince my Sijler To-morrow^ 
that Jhe has been much in the wrong to you 5 and I will 
promife you I will take your Admonition too. 

Sir, faid I, all this is the Corifequence of Sir Richard* s 
>>e^nor a Man of the beft Temper in the Woild, but 
ftill it was no Bufinefs of mine. 

Come, tome, faid Sir -R. let us talk no more of it. 

This paflcd on j we fpent the Evening well enough, 
but no Wife appeared^ neither was (he to be fpoke 
with till almoft Bed -time. 

When 1 had Admittance, (be made m© a Bow, 

alked 
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afffied mc how I did, faid ihe was very forry the Door 
ftruck me, and behaved mighty mannerly, tut not at all 
iindfyi (he hardly knew how to differ with me; we had 
not been long enough married to know how to manage 
2t Broil, for we carried it awkardly and fhy. I went to her 
and kifled her; (he made me a Curtefy, as if I had 
been a Stranger faluting her ; and thus it pafTed off* till 
the next Day. 

In the Morning (he afked me, If I intended to.dine 
from her again ? 1 faid. No, my Dear^ and fmiled ; at 
which (he feemed very well pleafed. 

At Dinner-time, being all come into the Room, and 
jaft going to fit down, Hold, fayS Sir Richard -— , 
turning to his Sifter, to let you fee that I take very kindly 
from my Brother what you took fo ill^ I affure youy we 
vAlldine no more without a Chaplain ; upon which, ve- 
ry gravely, and in very handfome, decent Expreflions, 
be a(ked God's Bleffing, not giving his Sifter leave to 
reply. 

I could ealily fee my Wife was furprized, but (he 
codd^ nor imagine which way her Secret came out. 

After Dinner Sir Richard . . ■■ ftood up, and re- 
turned Thanks with the fame Gravity, and immediately 
my Wifeoffered to withdraw. 

Sir Richard, who happened to fit next her, caught 
hold of her; Sijler,{2c^% he, I hope you are not angry ft til? 

No^ no, fays (He, Mr. ■■ ought to have thetell^ 

ing of bis Secrets himfelf; M he need not have tied me 
upfi clofely in what he refohedto tellhimfelf; but Wives 
mujl befuhje£f. / 

I was going to fpeak ; Pray, Brother, fays Sir J2/- 
ehard, leave it "to me ; // is my parrel, and I will have 
no Seconds. Indeed Sifter, fays be, it is bad to be niif- 
taken once, but you have the Misfortune to be twice 
wrong ; for THERE is the falfe Sifter that told your 
Story, pointing to his Lady ; and whether Jhe had it from 
my Brother or you, none knows better than yourfelf. 
She was going to reply, when Sir Richard put in thus ; 
B4 ^I 
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* I have but one one Requeft to you, Siftcr,y&jrj it/, and 

* that is, that you will never fpeak a Word of the Un- 

* kinJnefsof ir, as you call it, on either Hand } lam 

* fo far from taking it ill, that I am more elad it hap- 

* pened, than if you had given me 500/. §Vhy^ Sijier^ 

* cofuinued he, though I am loofe enough, and vvicked 

* enoufjh in other Things, yet do we not all own that 
< GOD givey us our daily Bread? And I think wc 
f (bould always a(k him Leave to eat it, and thank him 
^ when we have done^ and you ihall never find me omit 

* it again.* 

My Wife gave him no Anfwer, but got away as 
foon as (he could, went to her Chamber, and fat and 
cried for two Hours, and afterwards was well-humour- 
ed enough \ and we never heard any nK>re of that Mat- 
ter afterwards. 

But now, as I told you, our Houfe beins finiflied, 
we prepared to remove, and here began my DiiSiculty j 
the lopfe proph,ane Life we had led began to be too 
familiar to me ; and this, joined with the Difcourage- 
ments of a Wife that I knew had no Tafte of Religi- 
ous Things, made me cold in the Matter of my Duty^ 
and we began to five at home juft as we bad lived a- 
broad. 

It continued thus above four Months ; at h& ait 
odd Accident, as my Wife called it^ but a wonderful 
good Providence to me, as 1 called ity gave a Turn 
to us, a Way by which I had the leaft Expe£latl«n 
of any fuch Thin^; for it made my Wife, though 
without the leaft Affedion to the Thing, be the firft Mo- 
ver of it to me. 

Cit. That was a happy Turn indeed ! 

Fr. My Wife had an old Uncle, her Father's own 
Brother, who was a Minifter, and who lived farther 
in the Country, who about this Time came to vifit 
us ; he had been a Week or two at Sir jRJchard% and 
then came to fee his Niece, my Wife, and to ftay 
three or four Days, as was his Cuftoms he v^as rich, 

and 



d by Google 



^e Family InJJruSfor. jj 

and had no Heirs but my Wife gnd her Sifter; and, as 
(he experts a good Lift from him when he dies^ fhe was 
mighty obfervant and refpe£tful to him. 

The old Gentleman being come, and Preparations 
being made for his Lodging, my Wife comes lo me in* 
the Evening. 

My Dear, fays fhe, we muft be wonderful Religious 
now, for two or three Days, for this old Gentlemari» 
will make us all come to Prayers every Night and Mor- 
ning ; it may be you will not like it, but we muft not 
difowige him. 

Difoblige him fays I, I do not underftand you ? 

Why, fays flie, if we (hould not fcem very welP 
pleafed he will be uneafy, and think we are all Hea* 
thens. 

Will he (o, nfiy Dear, (aid 1 5, then he will have the^ 
fame Thoughts of us, that we ought to have of our- 
fclves ; for indeed we do live worfc than Heathens. 

fVife, Well, it is no Matter for that j we muft noti 
let him think fo \ and therefore I told you of \% before- 
hand. 

Hujb. My Dear^ if he wfll call us all to Family- 
Prayer, I wi(h he would come and live wi^h us al^ 
his Days. 

fVi/e. What do you want a Chaplain again? Why 
cannot you do it yourfelf ? 

HuJb. I wiQi you would fay fo much in Earneft, as* 
I am fatitficd you do in Jefl;. 

Wife. Why, let me be in Earncft or in Jeft, I never* 
binder you ; you may take Orders, and turn Parfon^ 
cannot you ? and then faying your Prayers will be butr 
Part of your Trade, as it is my Uncle's. 

HuJb. My Dear, I doubt you ara but ill* prepared to* 
be aMinifter'sWife. 

tVife. Not half fo well as to be a Minifter*^. Wi- 
dow ; I would anfwer for the fecond Venture.. 

Well, I laid up her Words in piy Heart, (vtz.y P 

ntver hjndredyou',,ini it began to be. a very weighty 

B i Refleaion^ 
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Reflexion upon mc. That the Negleft of my Duty in 
my Family had not been my Wife's Fault fo much as 
my own j I knew flic had no Senfe of Religion upon 
her Mind, and did notfpeak of her hindering me, from 
any Willingnefs to have it done j yet ftill it wis true, 
fhe had not aSually oppofed mc, for I had never offer- 
ed it ; and it had been my Duty, firft to have endea- 
voured to perfuade her, and prevail with her to confent 
to it ; and at laft, if fhe had refufed, to have put it out 
of her Power to have hindered mc, and to have perform- 
ed it whether fhe would or no. 

Upon a ferious Reflexion in th > Manner on the Neg- 
le£l of my own Duty, and how juftly flie had reproach- 
ed me with her not having hindered me, I refo»lved that 
as this good Man was likely to begin fetting up good 
Order and the Worfliipof GOD in my Houfe, I 
would endeavour to keep it up when he was gone : 
And another Circumftance happened to make this Work 
cafier to me than I expected. 

It happened that our Uncle the Minifter had not been 
two Days in the Houfe, but he was taken very lame of 
the Gout ^ and after that had locked him in for near 
two Months, he fell into an Ague, whi<?h held.hiai 
• almoft two morcj fo that we had his Company near 
four Months, to my great SatisfaSion, and not lefs to 
the Affliflion of my Wife. 

The good old Man being lame, as above, called me 
to hiip one Morning, and told me he defired to fgeak 
with me 5 when he began very ferioufly to talk, with 
me upon the Subjeft of Family- JVbrJhipy and wc talked 
of it in the following Manner. 

Coufin, faid the old Father y I feem to be caft upon 

?ou here by God *s Providence, aad being a Minifter, 
have a^liule taken the Work of Family-Prayer out 
of your Hand ; but I hope you will not take it ill if I 
tell you, that you muft rtot look upon yourfelf as excufed 
in that Cafe, for us you arc the Matter of the Fa- 

mi>y. 
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mily, I ought to leave you a Part of the Day to perform 
the Duty yourfelf ; and fo I would have you tell mCt 
which is the moft convenient for you. Morning or E- 
vening, and I will take which Part of the Day you 
pleafe. 

I was never fo confounded in all my Life; all my 
JBiood in my Body feemed to fly up in my Face, and 
I fiood like one ftruck dumb ; I could not fpeak a 
Word to him for a long whiles the old Gentleman per- 
ceiving my Diforder, but not gueffing at the Meaning 
or Reafon of it, went on thus ; 

Pray Coufin, iaid he, do not be uneafy that I take 
upon me to hint to you what I think is your Duty ; it 
is not that I believe you do not do it, but that perhaps 
you may think the Charge devolved upon me while I 
aminyour Houfe* 

I was ftill in Confufion, and my own ConviSions 
.crowding rn upon me, I prefently had a little Battle in 
my Thoughts, between the honcft Defire of confeffing 
the Truth to him, and the hypocritical Pride of pafling 
for a better Chriftian than I was ; however, at length 
the better Side prevailed, and I faid to myfelf. Who 
knows but this good Man may be an Inftrument to 
bring my Wife to promote that good Work which I 
have fo long defired, and which hitherto (he has fuch 
a manifeft Averiion to I Upon this Refolution I turned 
pretty quick upon him» 

Alas! S'\r y/aid If you are unhappily miftaken i(i us. 

Min. Mtftaken in you, Coulin ! how do you mean ? 
. .Afo/?. Why,Sir,as to iheManagementof our Family; 

Mm, Dear Coufm, I do not meddle with vour Fami* 
ly AfFairs ; I only fpeak about prying to GOD, I hope 
every good Man doe§ that in his Familv. 

Af^. Indeed, Sir, I believe every Man but I does ; 
but 1 am obliged to confefi — — 

[Here Imadefome Stop^ for indeed I 
was ajhamed to go on. 
' Mn. Not pray, Coufm ! what not pray Ivith your 
Family i It cannot be ! 
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MaJI^ I wifli, Sir, faid I, you would fpeak to your 
Niccc about it. 

Mm. Nar, Coufin^ fays the good Man, finiling, 
do not be Adaniy do not oe Jdami your Wife cannot 
bear the Blame, for it is your Duty, and fbe cannof bin* 
deriu 

Here, however, I took Occafion to l«y before him 
the Truth of my Cafe, the Temper of my Wife, how 
much it had been my Snare ; and that though it was in* 
dcert my Duty, yet that being thus difcouraged, I had ' 
yielded to the Temptation j but told him alfo what an' 
AiHiftion it had been to me ; and though it was true 
that my Wife's Averfioii ought not to be any Hindrance, 
yet I begged he would join his Help, and endeavour to 
bring my Wife to encourage it, if poffible. . 

He promried oiei he would; and the next Day he' 
wias as good as h» Word, as far as his Skill could teach ; 
but how little Succefs he had in the main, you (hair 
hear ; their Dialogue, however was of great tJfe to me 
in what happened afiltwards. 

Our good religious Uncle had mufed, as he after- 
wards told me, almoft all Night, how he (hould be- 
gin with my Wife in fonice an Affair, and to bring her 
into the Thing without difgufting her; for he found flic 
was none of thofe who had much of Religion upon her 
Mind ; and after he had refolved upon his Method, he 
takes Occafion in the Morning as £he waited on him to 
give him fome Chocolate, to enter into-Talk with her; 
and began thus : 

Min. Niece, fays he, why do you bring it up your- 
felf, why don't you let a Servant do it ? 

ISliece Sir, becaufe I love to wait upon you; I think 
it is my Duty. 

Mln. That's a rare Principle in Religion, Coufin ; 

if we could but love every Thing that was our Duty, 

weQiou'd be exc llent Chriftians. » 

\^Here the MmJlerJiopSy[and makes a fdent ejacu* 

Utory Prayer as a Grace^ i:fc, tQ bis Cbocolate, 

Nifcc* 
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Nuce. Dear Sir, fays £he, we never fay Grace (a 
Chocolate or Tea. 

Min. No, Child ! why who gives you the Choco^ 
late and Tea ? . 

Niece. Nay, that is true, but we never mind it ; be* 
(ides, it is not the Fafhion, nobody does it, as ever I 
heard of. 

Mm. It may be he that gives them their Daily Breads 
is not the fame that gives them Chocolate and Tea % 
that is to fay, they' do not think fo* 

Niece, It would look very oddly in Company,. 

Mln. I am no Phartfee, Couun, nor do 1 encou<» 
rage any one to be fingular ; but if wc are to acknow*^ 
ledge Grod*s Goodncfs in all his Mercies, wc have no* 
Rule to ^ke mor^ Notice of one than another. But 
as to the looking oddly, I confefs, in thefeodd Timei 
it does fo ; and therefore where I think it will be cen* 
fured as hypocritical, or making an out-lide Shew of 
Religion, I do it fo filently and unperceived, as to eive 
no Man that Advantage. But I muft tell you, Nteccy 
that even in that, which fomecall Modefty, I reproach 
myfelf with a£ting as if I was afhamed of worlhipping 
Qod, which is my known Duty, 

Viece. Why, Sir, in this Cafe, as it is not the Far 
fhion, it would be cenfured: 

Mln. I know it, Nlece^ but I think it is a fad Cafe^ 
that what is our unqueftioned Duty, fhould be fo unfa- 
Ihionable. I think the Office of a Clergyman wll foon 
be at an End in this Nation, for Religion grows out of 
Fa(bion apace ; it will be out of Fafhion (perhaps} 
quickly, to pray to GOD at all. ... 

Niece. No, Sir, I hope we (hall always go to Church. 

Mln. Well, Child, but muft we pray to GOD no 
where but at Church ? Are not our Families and Qo- 
fets to be Places of Prayer, as well as the Churchy and. 
do not all^^d Chriftians pray to God there \ 

Nlece^ They Ihould do fo to be fare, Sir. - 
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Mtn. Ay, ay, and it is there that I fay Religion 
grows unfamionable, and I am afraid will grow quite; 
o|it of Fa{hion in th'is Nation ; and if God (hould, ac- 
cording to theText,pour out his Fury upon all the Fa- 
milies in England^ that call not upon his Name, I fear 
it would be as near to an univerfal Judgment as any 
thing that was ever heard of in the World. ' 

Niece. I do not know indeed how it is. 

Min. Nay, Coufin, I do not fpeak of your Family : 
I hope your Hu{band knows his Duty better than not 
to pray to God in his Family.^ 

{Here Jhe was hard put to it; Jhe was loth to 
fay yes^ becaufe it was not true ; and loth to 
accufeher Hujband^. and which was worfe to 
hery afraid to difoblige her VncUy for fear 
of the Money ; fojbepaufeda good while ^ 
and did not fay a Word. 

Min. I am very forry, Niece, fays the Minifter, ob- 
ferving her Silence, that I feem to examine into a 
Thing, perhaps you are not willing to be free in ; but 
my End is only, as it always is, to do you good. 

Niece. Sir, we are but young Houfe-keepersyet, and 
Mr. ' is not thoroughly fettled ; but you fee, I 
l^elieve, he is very glad of the Occafion of your Dif^ . 
forming it for him. 

Min^ Well, but Niece, {hall I fpeak freely to you ? 
I may not perhaps be fo free with him ; I hope you 
will think it your Duty to perfuade him to it? he 
leems to be oif a fober religious Difpofition, and a 
Word from you may do more Good than you are a- 
ware of. 

Niece. I don*t hinder him. 

Min. But, Child, that is not enough, your Duty is 
to urge and prefs him to it. 

• Niece. Sir, I am not to fet up for my Hufband-s 
Direiftor. 

Min. Do not think to excufe yourfclf upon that 
^icety 5 ycfu arc mutually to provoke one another to 

Lovt 
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Love and to good fForis i you arc to ufc the Power of 
Perfuafion, £ntreaty, and all agreeable Importunities, 
to bring him if you can, to do his Duty i if you pre- 
vail, he will thank you for it afterwards. 
. Niece, He won't mind what 1 fay. 

Aff«. You do not know that ; come, Niccc^ yott 
muft not put it off (lightly ; I am ferious ; it is your 
Duty to perfuade him, if you can do it. 

Niece. I can do but little to perfuade him : If it is 
his Duty, why does he not do it ? I don't hinder him. 

Min. How are you fure of that. Child ? I know, 
fince my Sifter, your Mother died, and you have been 
in Sir Richard's Family, you have not had much good 
Example ; but I can aflure you, your Mother lived 
after another Manner; and though (be had not the 
Succefs which her Endeavours deferved, and could 
never bring old Sir Richard^ your Father, to any 
Senfe of his Duty, yet (he never failed to perfuade 
him to it : And when (he could get no more of him, 
(be prevailed on him to keep a Chaplain -, and fo the 
Wor(hip of GOD was fet up in the Family by Proxy, . 
which I think to he the worji Way^ though he would 
not do it himfelf' 

Niece. I was fo young then I don't remember it. 

Adin. Now, my Dear, you fay, you do not hinder 
your Hufband j you know my Nephew (excufe me, 
Coufin) minds nothing of Religton ; ^d this Gen-» 
tkman taking you out of fuch a Heathenifh Family, 
may think you like your Brother, which I (hould be 
very forry for ^ and he may think, that praying to 
♦ GOD, and Family- Worlhip, may be things as httle. 
agreeable to you, as to your Brother: And it you have 
not told him otherwife, this may be the Reafon why 
it is not done \ and thus it is plain, you may have hin^* 
deredhim. % 

Niece. Nay, we never had any Talk about it. 

Min, The Cafe is much the fame : You know Sir 

Richard and Ijiever agreed \ he hated- 1 (hould be in 

5 the 
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the Houfet becaufe I always called to Prayers ; and I 
hated to be in his Houfev becatife I faw he had no 
Tafte of Religion ; and yet Sir Richard may fay as you 
fay of your Hxifband, that he never hindered me ; but 
it is realljr -a. Miftake, he did hinder me. Now, my 
dear Child, if you have hindered your Hufband, the 
Sin is at your Door;. I entreat you, do riot hinder him 
anymore. 

Niece. No, indeed. Sir, I won't binder him. 

Min» Well, but that is^ not enough, Child; will you 
perfuadehim? 

Niece. 1 cannot talk to him of fuchThin^. 

Mn. Well, Child, 111 take that Part off of your 
Hand 'r are you willing I (hould talk to him ? For X 
have a great mind to do it for all your Sakes. 

Niece^ What you pleafe. Sir. 

Min. And {hallltejl him, that you are very will- 
ing that hefliouldfet up the Worihip of God in his 
Houfe ? 

Niice* Yes,, Sir, if you pleafe. 

Min, Methinks, N$ece^ you fpeak coldly of it, as^^ 
if it was an indiffisrcnt Thing to you,^ or a Thing you 
had rather ibould be let alone ; fpeak plain to me, my 
£)ear, or I fhall take it for diflembling* 

Niece. No, Sir, I do not diilembieT 

Min. Welly fliall I tell him you are fenfible it is^his 
Duty, and that you are very delirous of it ? 

Niece^ Yes, Sir. 

Here the Minifter broke off; he faw her duU, igno- 
rant, and without any Relifb of what he had faid ; that 
the Anfwers fhe had made were, as it wer^ extorted 
from her, not at all natural^ or fpoken with Freedom ; 
and fo he told me when we talked. However, Cou- 
fin, fays he, I have cleared the Way for you to begin 
to work, (which is your Duty) and I hope you will 
have no Obftrufl ion from your Wife. 

This good Man ftaid, as I told you, about. four 
Months, and when he began to be well again, he 
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prepared to go Home,; but the Evening before" he 
went away, he called me to him, and as my Wife 
was iitting by him before, he direded his Speech to us 
both.— -He made a ihort, but a very fignificant Dif- 
courfe, of the Neceffity and Advantage of a religious 
Samily- Government, and orderly Houihold, (hewing 
juft Examples to our Servants and Children ; and the 
Duty upon Matters of Families to worihip GOD in a 
publick Manner, for the Advantage, Example, and 
Encouragertient of all under their Roof: After this he 
turned to me, apd with a kind of an. Air of Reproof, 
but very refpe<3ful, he put me in mind how the Weight 
of all his Difcourfe was upon me; that I was the 
Head of the Family, and anfwerable for the Goveriv- 
ment of it, as vvell Civil as Religious, I know, Cou« 
fin, fays he, you are but new married, and perhaps 
your Wife tnd you may not yet have enquired of one 
another, what is or is not your Duty ; JSut as I have 
taken upon me to tell you this is your Duty, fo I take 
upon me to anfwer for your. Wife, that me will pot 
be any Hindrance to you \ nay, Ihe has owned to me, 
that {he is deiirous of it, and wjll do all that lies in her 
to encourage it. 

I made him a Bow, and told him I was very ^ad oC 
it i that indeed \ had been always educated in a reli* 
gious Family, and that I had never oipitted my Duty 
in that Matter till fince I was married ; but however,^ 
that I did not in the lead charge the Negleft upon my 
Wife. I tojd him U was true that I never had propofed 
it to her, and fo I did not know her Sentiments of thofe 
Things ; but \ acknowledged that was my Fault, andi 
that I was exceeding glad that he had fo happily prc-^ 
vented me 5 and that hnce fhe deflred it of me, I was. 
fure I never willingly denied her any thing {he defired, 
much lefs {hould I do it in aThing that was as much my, 
Inclination as my Duty. 

1 afliire you, Coufin, faid he, your Wife dcfires it^^ 
and gave me Leave to tell you fo i I hope {he wilt 

COft* 
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confirm what I fay ; Do you not, Niece ? fays hV^ 
turning to her ;; at which ihe made a Bow to him, as 
her Ojnfent ; but Ithought, even then I faw a kind of 
Contempt in her Countenance of the whole Difcourfe, 
and particularly as to her being deilrous of it, at which 
I faw ibe plainly fmtled. However,, in a word, the 
good Man made u6 both promife, that as he had been 
our ChaplaiiT now for four Months and brought the 
Servants to aCourfe of good Order and Family-Wor- 
Ibip, that now it fhould be conftantly kept up. 

For my par* I never made a F^omife with greater 
Satisfa£tion in my Life, and thought myfelf gotten 
over the greateft Difficulty that everwas uponme,7wz.) 
of bringing my Wife to confenr. But I little thought 
how much I was miftaken. 

When my Wife was gonej Fthanked the sbod Gen*^ 
tTeman, ana told him how glad^I was of the Step he had'^ 
taken ; yet I owned to himy that I thought my Wife 
Irad come into it rather to oblige him, than from any 
fincere Regard to the Duty itfelf; 

I fee that plainly, Confm, (kid he, but do you go on p 
it is your Part to do your Duty, whether 0ie likes it, or 
confents to it, or not., And befides, faid he, you 
do not know, but in time fhe may be convinced, as I 
hope (he will. At which he repeated thefe Word^, 
How knowefl thou^ O Man^ hut thou mafjl gain thf 
fFifthini thus we ended this Difcourfe. 

The next D:ay our good Chaplain beinggone, as 
my Wife and I were fitting together after Dinner, I 
faid to her j Well, my Dfear, do you remember what 
we promifed' to di> at Night, are yov of the fame 
Mind? 

What Mind? faidfhe. "" 

Why, that we Ihould keep up the Order of the 
Houfe, and goto Prayer every Night and Morning. 

Aye, aye, fays (he, {^un juft in the fame Mind now 
as I was then. 

Well, 



d by Google 



The Family InJiruSlor. 43 

Well, fays /, then I will perform my Promife, sis 
well as I can, it {hall not be wanting on my Part ; and 
the more willingly, becaufe, as you faid you were deii* 
rous of it, I hope you will bear with the Meanneft of 
the Performance. 

I deiirous of it ! faidjhi ; and laughed aloud. 

^V^Sjfaid /, did not you fay you were ? 

ff^fe. Not I i it is true I made a Bow, and faid 
nothing, becaufe I would not anger the old Parfon ; 
but I never faid I was defurous of it, I could not teU 
fuch a Lie. 

Hufb, I am very forry you (bould ftrire to come oiF 
of a thine which it was fo much your Honour that you 
confented to it, and my double Satisfadion, that I 
thought you had defired it. 

l^fe. I wonder you fliould make foch a-do about 
thefe things, I never trouble my Head about them ; but 
fince the old Man would have it fo, you know I muft 
not difobIig;e him. 

' Hujb. lam forry you have no other Motive ; how- 
ever, I hope you have nothing to fay againft praying to 
GOD : and you know, it is not only my Duty, but 
my Promife. 

Wife. Well then, you may do your Duty, and 
keep your Promife, I do not hinder it^ as I know of. 

This was but a cold way of beginning : However, as 
I had promifed, I called up my People together in the 
Evening^- and as well as I could, did my Duty. 

Ciu That was right, s^nd I hope your Wife came4n- 
to it with more Willingnefs in fome Time after. 

Fr. Quite the contrary 5 and this is the Grievance 
I wanted to tell you of : For my Wife and 1, that 
lived the moft pleafant and agreeable Liftfin the World 
before, have hardly enjoyed an Hour of peaceable Con- 
verfation fmce 5 flie is the uneafieft Creature living ; 
this religious wav of Life is quite different from her 
Temper; fhe tells me, flie is brought quite out of 
her Element i her Delight is in Company, Cards, 

the 
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the-Play^ tnd all the gay Things of the Times ; fte 
wants to come to London ^11 the Winter Seafon, amt 
go back into the Country only for a little Shade in the 
Heat of Summix i (he treats Religion with the utmoft 
Contempt; ibe hates the melancholy Life we lead ; ihe 
tells me^ if I reiblve to live tbtxs^ &e will go to London: 
with Siir Richard^ when he goes up to the Parliament^ 
mnd^ m^ ftay ^t home and pray for .them* 

Cit. Well, but how do6d fce bebavcas t9 the Ditty 
Itfelf ? I hope (be comjplies with the form of it^ anj* 
is decent in the Time of Worfliip> 

Fr. Truly, hardly j Ihe is filent indeed, and that is 
^IK But ihe will fit when we fcneel, read while we 
i^ng ; nay, and fometimes continue Reading while we^ 
are praying. And it is a Favour if ftie only fleeps^ and 
gives me no Uneafinefa but ber Snoring. 

Cit* How can you have Patience with her ^ 

Fr. When I have performed the Duty, flie wilt ban* 
ter it in a moft f^ofane manner ;: a(k me, why I did noir 
pray for a better Wife v tell me, I forgot to pray for 
fach a Thing ; and, in fhort, flie lets the whole I^ft 
fee that ihe hates the Duty, and undervalues^ t^ Per^ 
formancci 

I told her, if ihe did not. hke my^ PerformMco, I 
would keep* her a Chaplain. N^^ no^ fays fiie, tbea 
we Iball have no Sport. I take it to be an excellent 
Opera ; all .the Grievance to me is, that it is a little 
too often, fiefides fuch as this, {he wil) frequently mi|^ 
fuch profane Stuff with her Banter, that fometimes ihe 
talks Words I dare not repeat, indeed, downri^H^ 
^ Blafphemy. 

Cit. And could you* go on with the Performance un'- 
der all this } 

Fr. Indeed I have been often at the Point of giving 
It quite over ; I have thought that Charity is fo ab^- 
folutely neceffary to every Chriftian Duty^ that I nei» 
ther could perform with Profit to myfclf,, or Profit to 
Ihofe that heard me without it. 
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GV. I cannot fay as to Profit, bat 1 think it is im- 
poffible to perform it with Compofure, when we know 
they that hear us are not equally affeded with it. 

Fr. Much more when we know they defpife and 
oiakea Jeft ofit. 

Cit. Very true, it is my own C^fe exafily \ and at 
this was what I meant when I told you I knew 
one whoTe Cafe was like yours, fo I n!iuft acknow- 
ledge ic has made your Story exceeding pteafant to 
me. 

Fr. I am very ferry that what is my AfSIdion fhould 
be your Diverfion ; I am Aire it has been a very un« 
pleafant Circumftance to me. 

CH. Yoa mifbke me "vtvj mucli, it has liot been 
pleafant to hear that you have been under fuch a fevere 
Affli^lon ; but it was a great jneafQre to me to find a 
dear Friend in a Cafe, from which I was fo likely to 
receive Inftrufiion, Comfort, and Advice in my own,, 
which is almoft the fame in every Circumftance, and 
in which I have been fo much at a lofs how to behave, 
that I have neither known what \,o do, or whom to go 
to for Advice. 

Fr. I am fure, if your Cafe is like mine, you need 
no other Affliftion. 

C/V. Mine drfFers in nothinjg but fuch Particulars in 
which it is much worfe. 

Fr. That can hardly be, for mine has broke the 
Peace of my Mind, and the Peace of my Family too^ 
Iconfefsl have a little recovered the firft, but the^ 
laft I believe will never be recovered. 

Cit. My Mind and Family too are in the utmoff 
Diftra<aion, and I fee no Way of reftoring either of 
them. 

Fr. Well, but defpair of nothing. GOD can re* 
ftoreboth. 

Cit. That is true; but there is a Circumftance or 
two in mine, that, a*8 I favd, makes it worfe than 
yours, and that is in this Particular, vi%. that' 

there 
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there is lefs Hope of recovering mine than there is of 
yours. 

Fr. It will be very difficult to make me fenfible of 
that ; can any thing be harder to reclaim than an Ori- 
ginal Atheift, one bred without the Knowledge of 
GOD, and refolving never to learn it ? 

Cit. Yes^yes, a great deal, vi%, A hardened Hypo- 
crite, who is paft the Power ofConviflion, and arrived 
to fuch a Pitch in her Pretences to Religion, as to 
make it a Cloak of Malicioufnefs. 

Fr. That is bad indeed, but I know not which is 
theworft; what can be worfe than A DESPISER^ 
a Scoffer of every Thing that is ferious, that neither 
looks up, nor looks in, that mocks ber Maker^ and 
all thore that ferve him ; that fays to the Almighty, 
Depart from uSj we dejire not the Knowledge of thy 
Ways, 

Cit. Yes, thofewhoare pharifatcally RtWgiouSj and 
lay to every one, ftand off, 1 am holier than thou ; 
that can fay of a Hufband or Relation, with the Pride 
of their own Performances, GOD ! I thank thee^ I 
am not as this Publican ; that trample upon every one*s 
Sincerity and Humility as an Imperfection, and think 
no Pattern imitable but their own. Thefe arc they of 
whom our Blefled Lord fald, they were like painted 
Sepulchres, full of Rottennefs within. And this is the 
Cafe in my Houfc exaflly, and therefore it is worfe 
than yours. 

Fr. You furprizc me very much j. I think it is your 
Turn now, pray let me hear the Particulars of your 
Cafe. 
^ Cit. You (hall, but it is a very melancholy Story. 

l^Here he repeats to him^ all the Particulars r/- 
lating to himfetfand his IVife^ as theyftmd in 
the Beginning of this Dialogue. 

Fr. Indeed yours is a melancholy Cafe, and in one 
Particular goes beyond miine for the prcfcnt j but mine 
is coming fairly up after it. 

Cit. 
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C/V. In one Particular, do you fay ? I think it is 
"■ivorfe in many Particulars. It is worfe in what I faid 
above, that I think my Wife will be harder to re- 
claim than yours, becaufe (he pretends at leaft to 
think herfelf already in the Right ; and th^tl am the 
Profligate, and the Enemy to Religion. Your Wife 
cannot think {be is right, only carries it on U2x>n the 
Foot of an entire Negk£l of Right or Wrong j not 
being touched with anv Conviflion, but being juft in 
the Original State we mould all have been in, but for 
the Advantages of a better Education : There is all 
the Room for the Grace of GOD to work in, that 
can be expeded s nay, fuch are the proper Field in 
which XSOD is often pleafed to difplay the Glory of 
redeeming Mercy, and the Sovereignty of his Grace : 
JVhen thfot noert coft out to the Loathing of thy Perfon^ 
when thou wert in thy Bloody I faid unto thee^ Live. 
But pharifaical Hypocrites feem to be the Abhorrence 
even of the Spirit of GOD, and it is ytry rarely that 
fuch are brought back. 

Fr. You go very far in the Cafe of your Wife. 

Cit. I affure you I do her no Wrong ; I rather 
conceal and cover her Behaviour, than make it worfe. 
JBut xhen I have two Circumftances more, which 
make my Cafe worfe than your^. i. My Children 
are grown up, fo far at leaft as to diftinguifh them- 
felves in U^e Debate ; and Three of them, out of 
Five, take Part with their Mother 5 prepofleffed by 
her deluding Tongue, and by the Advantage flie has of 
being alwavs with them, wheedling and crying to 
them ; fo that they carry it almoft as infolently to me 
as my Wife, and efpccially in this Part, of aefpifing 
and doming the needful Union which the Duty of our 
Family calls for. 

Fr. Well, an^what is the other ? 

Cit. Why, the other, is the greateft Affli£lion to 
me of all the reft»(v/z.} that by this abufive brutifh 
Behaviour of my Wife aa,d Children}, my Family is 

quite 
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quite unhinged \ all Appearance of Order and Duty is 
loft; the Servants and my odier Children areietloofe 
to the World, like People without Government ; wcr 
have no Worlhip of GO® among us ; my Wife and 
her three Children go up Stairs, and there die pretends 
to pray and nead with them by herfelf, as if her .Huf- 
band was a Heathen, her other Children Outcafts, and 
licr Family Reprobates ; and I am quite diftra£led be- 
tween the Senfe q# my Duty, and the ImpoffibHity of 
performing it. 

Fr. Hark ye, my Friend^ this is a fad Cafe, it is 
true ; but give me leave to tell you that this is no£ 
really fo much Matter for your Afflifiion, as of your 
Repentance I for' I fee little or nothing in all this but 
what lies at your own Door, alid is in your Power to 
reftify ; and which you muft fet to work immediately 
to redify^ or your Family will be ruined and undone, 
And yourfelf too. ' , 

Cit. What can i do f Can I reform a perverft 
Woman ? Can 1 reduce an obftinate Temper ? Ani 
I in GOD*s Stead? Can I convince an Hypocrite, 
whofe Pride fortifies her againft Reafon or Scripture^ 
and whofe Vanity makes her defpife Reproof? How 
can you have fo little Charity as to fay, it all lies at 
my Door ? 

Fr. But, my Friend^ do not be fo full of j/bur own 
Cafe ; I do not fay you can work upon your Wife ; 
and I acknowledge what you faid, that fuch a Tem- 
per is very hard to te touched ; fpiritual Pride is the 
ttrongeft Hold the Devil has in our Hearts, and which 
he is hardeft to be beaten out of; but this is not 
what I fpoke of j what is this to your doitig^our own 
Diitjr? 

Cit, How can I do my Duty in fuch a Circum- 
ftance ? And what is my Duty ?* I told you the Ar- ^ 
gument I ufed at'firft ; I cannot think it is my Duty to "^ 
ihrovJ Pearls before Swine ^ who will turn again and rent 
me. 

3 f'^* 
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' fr. Come, my Dear Friend, let me tell you, this 
was my Temptation, as it has been yours, but I 
bkfs G O D I got over It. Your great Miftake has 
been, that you went out into the Fields, as you faid» 
and confulted with your Enemy ; had you looked into 
your own Confcience, or into the Word of GOD, 
the faithful Counfellord of all that fmcerely confuh with 
them, yoa would have found the Difference; you con- 
fiilted your Paffions, your Refentment, and the juftr 
Caufe you had to be angry; and the Devil who watches 
all Advantages, took you by the right Handle ; fo yoa 
argued yourfdf out of your Duty, inftead of arguing 
yourfelf into it. 

Cit, Why, what could I do ? Was it not enough to 
provoke the calmeft Man alive to a Paffion ? 

Fr. Iwill allow that too; but itmettiber this, who- 
ever he is, that when (though by the moft injurious 
Treatment) provoked, (hall confult with his own Paf- 
fions only, he is fure to be wrong v you ihould have 
fummoned vour Reaibd ; you (hould have confulted 
your Confcience: In a word, you (hould have looked 
up to GOD for Direflion what to do. 

Gt, That is true, I confefs it ; but I do not nqw 
fee, after all my Paffion is over, what I c6uld do. 

Fr. I know, if I fhould tell you theCourfe I took, 
you will anfwer, that my Cafe is not like yours, and 
perhaps it is not ; but yOu do not know but the fame 
Method purfiied in your Cafe, might have brought with 
it fecret Inftni^ion, equal to your Diflfculty, as it did 
to mine. 

Cit. I {hall be willing to take any Advice, for my 
Cafe is indeed deplorable; I have no Peace Night or 
Day, to fee the Ruin of my Family, and toiiive in 2 
conftant Breach of known Duty. 

Fr. Why, as I tbld you, my Temptation was the 
fame with yours ; and perhaps the Arguments againft 
my Duty were ftronger, for I had no Family, no 
Children but one half a Y^ar old ; fo it naturally of- 
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fcred to me thus ; Why, let htr aione^ if (he will be a 
Heathen, and die like a Heathen, what can 1 do?, I 
muft retire nniyfelf ; feeing flic will not let me pray with 
her, I muft pray by myfelf, and pray for her, and, 
wait the Time when it may pl^fe GOD to reclaim 
her, and then I may fet up Family- Worihlp again.' 
This went a great Way with me, and I argued j^ft a^i 
you did, that it was not my Duty to ofFer the Wor- 
ihip of G O D to the Contempt of a Scoffer \ that 
there could be no Compofure, no Engagement of the 
AfFed'tons, no Energy in Prayer, where I knew \ was 
ridiculed and laughed at by her that (hould join with 
me ; and, in a word, that it was impoffible 1 ihould 
pray to my own Edification, or to the Profit of others, 
in fuch a CircumftaiKe, and therefore I would not pray 
at all. - • 

In this Strait I continued fome Time, efpecially on 
theOccafion of one particular Breach between 4is, in 
which my Wife had thrown out all that Bittemefe and 
Banter which her unhappy Wit furnifiies her too much 
with, about my praying in my Family. 

' But after my Paffion was abated, I confidered calmly, 
that for me to omit my Duty, b«caufe my Wife 
would not do hers, had no manner of Coherence with 
iifelf, any more than that J (hould not eat my Meat 
, if my Wife would not eat hers j I looked upon pray*- 
ing to GOD, as not my indfpenfible Dutyonly>, but 
as an inellimable Privilege, and that to abate it for 
the Miftake of a weak or wicked Woman, was topu- 
nifh myfelf, not to punifli her: I remembered an un- 
happy Accident, whwch happened in the Town where 
I live, That a poor Man, a Shoemaker, who had a 
very turbuUnt provoking Wife, and being driven into 
Paflions and Defperatipn by her wicked Ufageof him, 
ftabbed himfelf with his Knife ; it caa|e frefli into my 
Mind how iiniverfally all the Neighbours condemned 
hirn as guilty .of Self- Murder ? and how in particular 
I was one of the forwardeft toceflfure him on that 

very 
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very Account, and to %, that to kill himfelf becaufe 
his Wife was unkind, was making one AfBidion two ; 
and which was worfe, nude her Sin againft him be aa 
Occafion of his Sin againft .GOD and himfelf, 
which was a horrible Wickednefs : Then I argued 
with myfclf thus^ bj this Woman's U<?kindhels, I 
am robbed of the Comfort of my Family, and of the 
Expedation I had from her as a Relation^; but if I 
omit my Duty, I then rob myfclf of my Peace, fin a- 
gainft GOD and my Family, and open a Door to all 
Dinner of Sin and Diilra£tion. 

Upon thefe Confiderations, I immediately lifted up ' 
my Heart for Direflfion to him who has faid. If anf 
Man want IVifdom^ let him ajk it of God^: immedi- 
ately came to my Mind the Words of J S HU^ 
to the People of Ifraely As for me and my Houfe^ WE 
WILL fervethe LORD, the Story of DANIEL^ 
who would not, no not to avoid the being devoured 
by Lions, omit his Publick, and perhaps Family- 
Worfhip: It prefently offered then, that i>^«/^ might 
have fatisfied himfelf with his Retirement, and made 
his Prayer in his Clofet with Safety ;. but then he had 
feemed to yields up the Point to his Enemies, and 
granted that his Life was of more Concerji to him than 
his Duty to GOD ; which he abhorred the Thought 
of, and therefore continued his Duty at the utmoft 
Hazard. 

Cii. Indeed you took a different Courfe from minei 
and you met with Affiftance from it, which I wanted. 

Fr. Immediately upon this, I refolved to do my 
Duty, whatever Opp6fition I met with ; and withal, 
that if my Wife continuM to be obftinate, I would 
take upon me to let. her know, that if /lie wpuld not 
. fubmit to attend the Worfliip of GOD decently, aid 
with that Reverence as (he ought to do in the Family, 
(he ihould fubmit to be abfeni, and Ihould fee her- • 
fdf thruft outy as not fit to be adinitted to the Wor- 
C 2. . 0iip 
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(hip of her Maker in Company with her Family till 
fhc thought fit to behave as became her. 

Cit. 1 hat was a noble Refolution, but looked a little 
rigid to your .Wife \ pray how did ffie take it ? 

Fr. Truly, I cannot fay much of that Part yet; for 
my Bufmefs calling me to London foon after, I was 
obliged to leave lier before her Temper had brought 
her fo much as to think it any Affront, for at firfl (he 
feemed very well picafed with it. 

Cit. It would be very obliging, if you would let me 
hear the Particulars of this Part, for I begin to be very 
much afFedled with it. 

Fr: Nay, our Dialogue was very (hort ; 1 told her 
how ill (he ufed me about my performing my Duty, for 
we had too many Words about it, and indeed fome were 
difobligine, which occafion'd the Retirement I have told 
you of juft now; after which having compofed myfelf 
as well as I could, I came back to my Wife, whom I found 
not fo much out of Humour as I expefled, for it feems 
(he made fuch a Mock of the Thing, that indeed it 
h^d been all aSed like a Jeft with her, and (he made a 
Sport even of the Words we had had about it. 

Clt. By your Relation, your Wife muft be as bar- 
ren of any thing religious, as moft Women I ever 
heard of. 

Fr. Ay, or ever will hear of as long as you live ; 
however, I refolvcd to go ferioufly to work with her, 
and let her fee it was no Jeft with me, whatever it was 
with her j fo I began the Difcouife thus : 

Hufo* My Dear, faid I, when you and I married, 

I thought we (hould never have lived to treat one ano- 

' .ther as 1 fee we are like to do, and efpecially on fuch 

a Subje£l ; 1 was in hopes we (hould l^ave lived better 

. together. ^ 

Wife. Wh/, how do we live? I think we live mighty 
well, if you can but be contented. 
^ Hujb. My Dear, no Man can be contented to be 
ill ufed. 

Wtfi. 
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'. Jyifi^f Why, who ufes you ill? I know of no ill 
ITfage, unlefs you mean my jefting a little with you 
about your new Fits of Devotion; furc you may bear 
a Jeft a little can't you ? 

Hufi. Jefting with facred Things is difallowcd by 
all good Men in the World; and is indeed not Jefting, 
but downright Prophanencfs. 

fyife. I find you have a Mind to pick a Quarrel 
with your Wife j you may talk of your Religion and 
^ your Prayers as much as you will, I will be at liberty 
to laugh when I think fie ; I know I am your upp^r 
Servant, but Aire I am not fuch a Servant but I may 
have Liberty to laugh a little at my Mafter, when I 
think proper* 

Hujb. My Dear, I never made a Servant of you in 
mj Life, nor offered to abridge you of any Liberty 
you defired ; but I would fain perfuade you to treat nte 
with the common Refpeft fuch Things require ; jrour 
Uncle was the Man that put us upon it ; you diet not 
laugh at him, why fhould you make your Hufband oil- 
)y the Subjeift of your Jeft ? 

ffyi. O, my uncle ! he's a Parfon ; tis his Buli- 
nefs. 

Hufi. Well, and I-'hope I am a Chriftian, and fo it 
is my Duty, and I dare not omit it j methinks com- 
mon Civility might prevail on you to behave decently 
to me. 

JVife. I am (brry my'Behaviour does not plcafe you ; 
and more that I have you for my Teacher. 

Hufi. My Dear, I do not go about to teach you, 
but to perfuade you to be civil to me;" if you nave 
dropp'd your Aftedions, yet certainly good Mannera 
requires (omething. 

lyife. Yes, yes, Fll be as mannerly as you pleafe. 

Hufi. All [ alk is, thai you will banter any thing . 
clfe, rather than tny ferving GOD, which I tell you 
plainly, I cannot omit; neither can I bear to hear your 
Reproaches about it^ or fee your Behaviour at it, . 

C5 m/i. 
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Wift. Then you muft exercife your Authority td 
ftop my Mouth, which perhaps you may not find fo 
eafy as you imagine i fori will have my Liberty when 
you have done all. ^ 

Hufb. Well then, I hope you will give me my Li- 
berty too \ I have as good a Title to it as you. 

Wife. You put the C2S^ wrong, it is not in my 
Power to give, it is yours to take; your Liberty is 
abfolutely your own, and I f^nd.you claim fome Au- 
thority over mine % tn^pray what Liberty do you fpeak 

tlujh. Why, to be plain, if you refolve to behave 
indecently, during the Worfliip of QOD, and treat 
me with Jeer and Ridicule for doing my Duty ; I de- 
fire this Favour, that you will withdraw when we go 
to Prayer, and leave us to fcrve GOD without Di£^ 
compofure, by the Favour of your Abfencc. 

Wife, Ay, with all my Heart, you fhall be obey'd. 

liujh. Well then, fince I can obtain no mor^e from 
you, I expert that ; and defire you will not take it ill 
that I (hut you out from that l^uty which you render 
yourrelf unworthy the Privilege of being pre£^at at ; 
lor I will not purchafe your Favour at the Price of 
difobeying my Maker, and I hope in time your Eyes 
may be open'd. 

Wife. They are already, to fee what an obliging 
Hufband I have. 

Hujb. X 4oubt they are not, faid 7; and with that 
I left her, being unwilling to have more Words with 
her> for I found nothing made the leaft Impref- 
fion upon her ; and to have told her what an AlBiidlion 
it had been to me, would have been nothing j (he 
would have but banter'd it the mor^. 

6V/. Well, and did you begin with her that Evening? 
Fr, Yes, but being as carious as I could of expofing 
her, I {laid out a little later than ufual, fo that ihe was 
gone to Bed when I came home, and wc bad the Fa- 
mily-Worfhip wiihout her of couife. 
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Cit Well, but in the Morning ? 

Fr. In the Morning we were in her Drefling.Room, 
and as I had ordered my Man to call to Prayers, her 
Maid came up, and faid the Servants were ready^; To I 
rofe up, and as I went, my Dear, faid I, wc won't 
give you the Trouble of going down 5 flie made no An- 
{wQY^ butfatftill: And this is the Length we arc gone, 
for in the Afternoon I came away io London, 
_ Cit, You have been both a wifer Man and a better 
,Chriftian than 1 5 for like a Fool I gave way to my 
Paifions, without making ufe of my Reafon ; and, like 
a Man void of Religion, I gave up my Duty a Sacrifice 
to the Wickednefs and Pride of a Woman 5 and now 
fhc glories in my Shame, for (he upbraids me with living 
void of Religion, without the Senfe of it upon my 
Mind, or the Face of it upon my Behaviour; and (he 
has fo mych Truth on her Side, as to Fad, tho* Ihe 
b^felf has been the unhappy Occafion, that her Words 
arcf, as Sohmon fays, like thepitrcing of a Stvord^ I can • 
not anfwtr her,fw I afli convinced, that however wick- 
ed Ihe had been, however (harp her Taunts and Re- 
proaches, hdwevcr contemptibly (he might fpeak or 
think of my Perfornlancc, I ought to have done my 
Duty. 




THE 
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THE. 

SECOND DIALOGUE. 

! H E Conference between the two Friends, 
in the laft Dialogue, left ihem almoft in 
the iame Condition ; both of them being 
oppofed in the Peformance of their Fa- 
mily Duty by their Wives, and both ©f 
thenv refolved to go on in the Way of their Duty, and 
to keep the Worfnip of God in their Families, whether 
their Wives would or not* 

The Difcourfc of the Country Gentleman had ope{»- 
cd the Eyes of the. Citizen, and he refolved to follow 
his Example ; tho' as he had moft eaCly given up his 
Duty at firft, fo he had far the greater Difficulty in 
bringing his Family to a Compliance afterwards, as wiil 
prefently appear. 

When he came home, he fat penfive and melanchol^r 
a good while, mufing with himfelf what Courfe he 
ihould take with his Wife; his Refolution to take upon 
himfelf the Government of his Family had not failed 
him, but he was fo ruffled by his Wife before in the 
Cafe of his Performance, that he hardly knew in what 
manner to go about it, nor how to manage it ; lie was 
loth to ihut his Wife out of the Room, and vet wa> 
afraid oY her going away, and talcing a\fray thofe three 
Childreri with her,' who, as was faid^ had fided with 
her againft him, and who he was refolved Ihould attend 
him at his publick Worfhip ; however it fo happened 
to his great Mortification, that going but out of the 
Room upon fbme particular Occaiion, his Wife in the 
Interval goes away with her youngeft Son and her twa 
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deft Daughters, and retiring to her own Apartr 
ftay'd there near an Hour. 

This fo furprized, and which was worfe, fo d!(< 
pofed him, that, together with fome unkind W 
which palled afterwards between him and his V 
and which put him into a violent Paffion, he was < 
unfitted for his Duty for that Night; and, as* he 
afterwards, it had diicouraged him, that he was 
moil at the Point of giving it all over again, as he 
before ; however,^ it quite broke off hia Though 
k, as Ifaidyfor that Night, 

In the Morning he compofed his Mind as well a 
could, and refolved to enter upon his Work, whe 
his Wife confented or not , and yet being willir 
have it all managed, if poffible, in a loving and C 
fiian Manner, he refolved to dtfcourfe with his ^ 
firft, and try to bring her to a. Sfnfe of her Duty 
to Goj> and her Hufi>and ; and I think the follow 
Difcourfe was before they were up, or at leaft b( 
they were come out of their Chamber. 

My Dear, fays^the Hufband, you* and I' have h: 
fad Breach about our Familv-Woribip, and it has 1 
^ittended witha great deal o^ Sin on both Sides ; is t 
no hopes of putting an end to it; *Tis a fad'Tl: 
that feeing we both acknowledge it to be our D 
we (faould fall out about the Manner of doing it ! 

py^fi. All fuch Breaches are beft ended by them 
began them. 

liufi. I am loth to enter into a new* Strife a1 
who began the old ; I had rather enter into Meal 
pf Peace for putting an end to it on both Sides; 

Wife, I have no Hand in it; don't think to ex 
your own Sin by loading your Wife ; as I told 
before^ that won't take the Charge ofF from yourf 

^ujb. My Dear, I am not excufing myfelf, 1 1 
been guilty of a great Sin, in fuflfering youtbad .U 
•f me to1>e my Snare :--^—-'Negle£ling my Dut 
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vour Contempt of it : But have you been to binhe ut 
Nothing ? Have you done ail your Part right i Are 
you fure that all the Fault is mine f 

Wife, I know nothing I have been to blame in, but 
in telling you what i$ true enough, that your praying 
in your Family is, to me, a Piece of cold iniignifv^ 
cant Stuff; I Ipokupon you as one of them whofe 
Frayer is an Abomination. 

Hufi. That is calling me a wicked Man in the firft 
places and yet even fuch are commanded to repent^ ta 
prayy to turn to GODj and to call upon him 5 you do- 
not argue, I hope that becaufe you eftcem me fo, much 
worfe than yourfelf^ that therefore I muft not pray to^ 
60D, nor take care to have religious Worihip kept up' 
in my Family j to do that,, is the Way to have our 
Children worfe than any of us. 
/ , Wife. I'll t^ke care of my Children ; they flian't 
be the ytoxit for your Example,, if I can help it*. 

Hiifi, \ quefiion whether that would be in your 
Power, if my Example were really bad, aslbope itis- 
not ;, however^ I hope in praying for them and wiih*. 
them,. I can do them no Harm, there iff no bad £x-^ 
ample in that. 

Wife. You may do as youpleafe ; your Prayers are- 
of no ufe to tne. 

Hujb., Have a care, my Dear, left fome time or 
other you come into a Condition to defire, nav perhaps 
ta want the Prayers of every one, that will but pity, 
you enough to pray for you. 

Wife. That's none of your Buflners, you fee I don'tr 
aflc your Prayers now > you may ftay till I do. 

tfuji, rU pray that God will be pleafed togiveyou 
a better Mind. 

Wife, You may as well let it alone. 
Hu^^ Your Tei^per is perftQly void of Charity^ 
and you aS as if you would bavc the Worfliip of Goix- 
whoU]?. Afgle^e«l^, or diopt ootof the Family^. 
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Wife. I look' upon that, and your performing it, to 
be much at one; if it were other wife, I fhould do as 
becomes me^ 

Hujb, I wifli you would do as becomes you now, and 
not difcouragc the Work of God j what if God not- 
withftanding your defpifing them, fhould accept my 
imperfed Petitions ? I am ftire you are not a Judge of 
the Sincerity of the Heart. What if he that knows 
the Heart mould accept what you fo much defpife ? 
You would then be found a Fighter againft God : I 
intreat you confider your Duty. 

fyife, I don*t want to be taught my Duty by youg 
fhat do not underftand your own, 

Hujh. How can you fay I donot underftand my Du- 
ty, when I now tell you with Grief my Senfe of having 
omitted it, and my Delire to return to the Di/charge of 
it. 
: fPlfe. Well, what is it you pretend to defire of me ? 

Hufb. My Defire is, tnat you would concur in the 
Sxercife of our Morning and Evening Service, that we- 
may join together in praying for the Pardon of our Fa- 
mily Sins, and for a Bleffingupon us and our Children, 

(Fife. Itell you my Reafons^y 1 cannot join with 

^you J I do not look upon your Performance to be call*d 

Praying; I do not fee that your Lips and your Heart 

g) together,* or that your Life conforms tathe feeminf 
dinefs of your Expreffions. 

Hujfb. Why, my Dear, muft none pray but thofc 
that have no Ihfirmities ? and pray, who made you a 
Judge of the Sincerity of the Heart ? 

frife. Well, what is all this Difcourfe for?^ 

Hufb. Why^ my Dear, I would fain reftore the 
Face of Religion m my Family, which our laft Dif^- 
pute has mac^ a dreadful Breach in. 

Httflf. Well, and fo you would fet upyour hypoqri- 
ticaJ Formalities again ? 

. Hujbi. That's very unchriftian, very imkind, and 
tery difcoura^ng^ 
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Wife, BUt^ may be vcrv juft for all that, 

Hujb, NO^ nor is it juft : but however ^ fince yoii 
are fo rude to me, and in a Thing fo ne^cffary, and 
which I cannot, I dare not any longer omit j 1 tell you' 
I am refolved to do my Duty, do. what you will. 

Jf^fe. Then what need was there of this Difcourfe I 

Hujb. Becaufe I would faia have had your Concurr 
^ xence and your Countenance in it;, which it is yous 
Duty to give among your Children and Servants. 

mfe. ldon'tthink.anyof>the Children like it, any 
more than I do. 

Hufi. To you, my Dear, riLoffer no Force of any 
Kind ; as for them, I fhall expefl their Attendance^. 
I will take care of that Part myfelf j whether they like 
It or not,^ that's another Queftion.. 

fPyiei^ 1 believe they will all be DilSnters; I hope 
you win give them Liberty of Confcience. 

HuJb, Liberty of Confcience relates to different 
Ways^of Wbrfhip,, but is not concerned in the Dif- 
gute between Worftiipia general and no Worfhip at 
alii there's noToIeratioa to bei an Atheift, to deny 
God, or abandon Religion. 

Ti^fe, But they may pray by themfelves. 

Hujb. Ill oblige them to give their Attendance to 
Family-Ordiers ;,f am fur.e it is their Duty^ they mayi- 
pray by themfelves too,^and I hope they will. 
" ff^fe. If they don't think it their Duty, it is Pcrfe^ 
cut ion and Tyranny. 

Hufi, Farnily-Worftiip is an undoubted Duty; if 
they think not, 'tis Time the,y wei-e taught better. 

Ulfe. Perhaps they do worfliip in the- Family with- 
out you, and more to their Satisfaction. 

Hufb. Lpt them worlhip God as often as they wil^ 
I hinder ncjne; but. at my ftated Times I (hall exepdt 
them ; their worfliipping iatheEamily without me, is. 
Bot Family- Worfhip. , 

IFifo. Thty will let^you! fte plainly enough then,. 
that it is a Force upon their Inclinations^, and perhaps 
fometimc&ii>AManner which you.wiU^orlik«^ 
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IJuJb. I know not what your Example may have en-^ 
€ouraged them to ^ however, as it is their Duty to do 
otherwife, if they failin their Duty, Hhall find Means 
to teach them better Manners : And as for yourfelf, 
iceing you oblige me to force my Way thus to that, 
which, as a kind Wife, you ought to have affifted 
me in ; and as a good Chriftian, you ou^ht to have en- 
couragedin your family \. I {hall be beft pleafed if you 
will prevent the Difcouragement I have formerly met with 
from you, by withdrawmg yourfelf, ttll you can with 
Charity and Decency join with me ; and in the mean 
time ril pray for you, that God will reconcile you 
better to what I am fo well aflured is your Duty. 

Wife. I believe you will be fooner gratify 'd by me 
than by your Daughters*. 

Hujb. Leave that to me. 

The good Man was exceedinrijr aflHfledwith thi» 
Obftinacy of his Wife ;. and the more, bccaufe he 
Jook'd upon k to be incurable : However, being refoP- 
ved to do his Duty, he takes his little Boy in his Hand, 
and goes down-ftairs ; and after fome Time, call'd 
forhis twaEldeft Daughters, who came down Stairs 
alfotohim: Upon this he Galls his Servants into his 
Parlour, and caufing his eldeft Son to read a Chapter, 
bad*feftened the Door^ and went to Prayer with them. 

During his Performance he had the Difturbance to 
hear his Wife come down Stairs, and offer to open the 
.Door^ but findmg it fai^, to retire and go upagain. 

At Night he refolved to do the fame, but before the 
ufual Hour ; and that his Wife might not prevent his 
Children^S: Attendance, he called his Eldeft Daughter, 
fiif, about'fev«j}teen Years old to him, and. began to dif- 
courfe a little^with her of the Nature of Prayer, whkli 
occaiioned the following Dialogue; his Second Daugh- 
ter,-befng.aIfo by^ 

Well, my Dear, (aid hcy. are you one of them^hat. 
are diflatisfied with your Father's calling you to Prayer 
iivthcFaoiily^ " D(k, 
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Ba^ No, Sir, not I. 

Fa. No ! what made you then and your Sifter go a- 
way lafi Night ? 

Da. My Mother calfd m^. 

Fa. Well, I hope your Mother callM you into her 
Clofct, to Reading- and Private Prayer. 

Da\ Yes, Sir. 

Fa. But that muft not interrupt publFc Worihip, my 
Dear, 

Da. Bftt if my Mother calls us-~ 

Fa. Why,. thatVtrue, my Dear; but PIl fpeak to 
your MotbMBr not to call you at that Time when we 
fliould all meet for Family-Worfhip. 

Da^ But my Mother wiH, it may be. 

Fa. Then, my Dear, you rouft anfwcr that youp 
Father has caird to Prayersc 

Da. But my Mother will be angry. 

^17,. No, Child ; I hope fuch an Anfwer will fatisfy 
Her; if not, you^rnqft anfweit her as you do me, and? 
tell her your Father will be angry. 

Da. Yes,, Sir, 

Fa^ But hark ye,, my Dear, do yt)u love praying tb 
God, or is it acurden and tirefome to you f : 

Da. No, Sir, I am not tir'dwithit, I hope; my 
Mother has always told us it is our Duty, and ihew'd 
us God's Command for it in Scripture.^ 

Fa. Well, my Dear, thea if your Father prays witH 
you in the Family, and your Mother alfo in her Clofet^ 
I hope you won't think it too much ? 

Da. No, indfeed,. Sir. 

Fa. I hope you know the Nature and Meaning of 
Praying to GoD ; you have learnt y^ur Catechifm, my 
Dear. 

Da. Yes, Sir* 

Fa* And you too. Child ?' Turning to the othcn 

Ghildt. Yea, Sir. . 

Fa. Wdl, my Dear, conie, be plain with me then 5 
Bave you any Scruple in your Thoughts againft join- 
ing 
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iog with your Fatter, when he pray^irv the Family ? 

Da. I don't know what you mean, Sin 

Fa, Are you willing and fatisfied to come to Prayer^ 
when I call the Family together to worfliip God, do 
]iou like it ^ And are you as willing when I do it here,. 
as when your Mother tloes it above Stairs ? 

Dti. O dear, willing^ Sir f what can you think of 
me to a& fuch a Queftion I 

^ Fa. My Dear, 1 think nothing amifa of thee ; but 
there is a Reafon for my Queftion, which perhaps you 
will know another time s fpeak now freely to me, are 
you willing and deiirous to attend the Family- worfliip i 

Da. Yes^ very willing, Sir. 

Fa. And you^ too>. my^Dear^, (J^^^^^ ^^ ^ Si£$nd 
Ihnghter.y 

2d. Da. Ye«»- Sir, with all my Heart*. 

fa^ Have you any Obje&ioos againft it, ff^ Dear^ 
OP againft my performing it?: 

Da^ No, none at all. Sir. 

Fa. Nor you neither, iw^ Dear.. 

id. Da. No, Sir, indeed not I. 

Fa* NO! nor had you nevex any Diflike of it in- 
your Thoughts ?. 

Doi. No, ncver^ Sir; I can't imagine why you aflc,. . 
Sir ; did I ever fliew any Backwacdnels to come when 
you called i I am iiire 1 was sttf forry Vhen you left 
it oft r 

Da* My, Deary I don^t f^y. you have fhewn any 
Backwardnefe, nor have I known- that vou did ; buf^ 
you have been r^u^fented fo to me, as if you.diflik'd 
the Diity^ or your Fath^'s Performance. 

Da. They did me a great deal of Wrong* Sir^ who? 
enrer.faid fc; you have taught me better than to diflike 
praying to God ; and asibr the other,; I, hope I.do not^ 
i^t u|{ CO judge; lam fure I never beard any thati like 
better. 

Fa^ But, my Dmtj^ did jroiu never fpealCa Word of 
Uiatkind:in the Houfe h 

Da^ 
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Da. No, ncvcfy Sir, not a Word j Ineverhadfucb 
a Thought- 

^d, Da. Nor I neither, Sir j I wonder who fhould 
fay fo of us ! ' 

Fa. Well, my Dear^ I am fatbfied, I hope you 
underftand the Nature of Prayer to be fuch, that a» 
we have a heavenly Pattern fet ua in' Scripture, to 
direS our Form, fo ,we have a merciful heavenly Fa- 
ther to pray to, who is pleafed to pafs over our Im- 
perfeSions, and to accept us for the Sincerity of our 
Hearts, not the Aptnefs or Excellence of our £xpre£> 
lions. 

Da, If it was not fo, Sh-, very few ought to- fay their 
own Words when they pray. 

Fa. It is true, my Dear^ and tho* Forms of Prayer 
may be ufeful to help the Tongue^ efpecially with re- 
ipedtto^eEdificacionof thofethat hear; yetyblefied be 
God, thit he hears the Thoughts of the Heart, wher> 
the Tongue has no Words to exprefs itfelf by, or Forms 
to aiSft it in fpeaking. 

Da. Sir, you always told us, that whatever Form 
we prayed by, God would bear us if we prayed with 
Sincerity ana Faith in the Name of Jefus Chrift. 

Fa. I didfo, and I have the Scnptureto fupport it ;. 
fFhatfoever ye ajk the Father in my Name^ believing that 
ymi fi>all receive it^ you /hail rec^veii. 

Da. I don^t remember, Sir, that in all my Bible I 
am forbid to join in EVayer with any,, on account of 
their Words, or for any perfonal Defed or Infirmity ^ 
my fiufinefs is to fee that I am fincere my felf. 

Fa. Very true. Child! If they that pray are not fin« 
cere in what they fay^, it is their Fault ; thofe that join 
may be accepted, whenhe whofe Words they join with 
may be rejeded ; elfe we fhould have a dreadful Talk 
in Prayer, and fuch Cdnfufion of Thoughts muft fol-" 
low, as would deftroy the Nature of the Duty ; for w« 
frould never know when, we were to be accepted and 
wAcn not* 
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Da, I am Aire I need 4iot pretend to make Dl^culties, 
any Body may do it better than I. 

Fa. Well, my Dear, the Spirit of GOD will help 
>3rour Infirmities, you muft pray for the Help of the 
Spirit : But I (halt taljc of that another Time. 

Upon this Dlfcourfe, the Father difmifled the Chil- 
dren, charging them not to fail to be always ready when 
;he Ihould call to Prayer. After which, that his Wife 
might not pretend to interfere with him as to Time, 
he refolved, if he could bring her to any thing to make 
Terms with her about the Time of her feparate Perfoft- 
mance: Befides,. the Child having,-as above, entirely 
cbntradidled what,iiis Wife bad fuggefted about her 
.Averfion to his Performance, he refolv'd to talk with 
her about that too. 

; In the mean time, the Mother cafually hearing fome 
of his Difcourfe to the Children, arid^ little nettled the ' 
Night before at the Door*s being faften'd, while he 
was at Prayer, was now in a perfcd Rage at him, and 
-thought to have broke in upon him while he was taU 
>king tothem } but ibmetbing in the Family calling her 
<^, tho! flie returned in a few Minutes, it fo happened, 
that he had difmifled the Children firfi: However, {he 
began with binii in a Manner as fbew'd that fhe was 
quite deftitute of all Temper, and almoft of good 
'Manners. 

IVife. I have heard fome of your wife Difcourfe 
'With your Children, Mr. « — ?— . 

\Her Hufiand expeSiedfometbing of it hy her 

Carriage all the Day^ hut had refolved tt 

keep himfelf from any Pajfion^ and yet pre^ 

ferve the Kefolution he had taken* 

He gave her no Anfwer for fome time, which (he 

took for a Slight, and began againw 

IVife. I tell you, I have heard feme of your extr*- 
•ordinarv Talk to the Children. 

Hu/i* Well, tlien you have heard it. Madam. 
fyife. You think, I fuppofc, that you have aacA 
mighty wifely, Hujk^ 
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Httfi. I have done what I think is my Duty; I pray 
GOD you may do yours, 

ff^ife^ Youmade awifc Difi:oiirfetothcm. 

Hujb. Whether yoo like what I feid to them or not, 
you have Reafon to Uufliat what they faid to me. 

fVifi. Learn to Wtifla for your Sins> and trouble net 
yourfclf with me. . 

Hujb. Indeed, my Dear, I wifli I could do' both 
perfe^SIy. 

/iTj/^. You arc not fit to talk to Children of religi- 
ous Things. 

Hitfi. i"hat'syoor Opinion, the other is my Duty^ 
fit or not fit is not the Qiieflk>n, I inuft do it as well as 
I can $ GOD make both you and 1 better Inftrudors, 
and teach us to give them better Examples. 

fVife. You underftand notUng of Religion f what 
Example can you^(hew t^m ? 

Hijh Notaslocight, my Dear, that I acknowledge,. 

Wifh. Pray let my Dsttighters akme. 

Huji. No, my Dear, I can*t promUe you that, uw- 
lefs youli promite to anfwcr at bft te my Negteft of 
..my Duty, in failing toinftrud my Clbldfeo. 

Wifi^ I tetl vou Vou cb)fi*t underftimd it. 

Hujb. And I tell you, that k>x ail that I am bound 
to do it. - 

fVife. Well, I think your Difcourfe to your Chil- 
dren was very impertinent filly Stuff. 

HuJb, But I affijrc you their Difcporfe to me has^ 
been much to the Purpofe ; and if I have not inftruc- 
tedthem, I alTure you they have inftrufted and inform- 
ed me, and that of fomething their Mother ought to 
be afliamed of. 

Jf^fe. I afham'd ! you* cannot make out that. 

HuJB, I with, fof your Sake it were not fo \ did you 
»ot fay my Children cared not to join with me in my 
KamiJy-Worfliip, that they would be Diflcnters, and 
that if I obliged them to attend, it would be a Force 
wpon their Inclinations I 

Wife. 
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Wift. Well, and fo I believe it i«. 
Htifb. Have I forced their Attendance ? 
Wife. Yes, did vou not lock the Door, when you 
were at your form J Stuff you call Prayer ? 

Hujb, Yes, my Dear, to keep you out, who, I 
know by fad Experience, have Refpe£k little enough 
forme, and fo little Reverence to the Duty, tharl had 
Reafon enough to expe<5t Difturbance, at leaft Difcom- 
pofure, from your being prefeiu } but you know well 
enough by the Lock, that tbo' you could not come in, 
any one might have gone out. 

Wife* What's that to the Purpofe ? they might like 
it no better than L . . 

Hujb. But they ha.vc both declared to tfie contrary, 
atu) that they never ikid any Thing that look'd like a 
Diflike of it in their Lives. 
Wife, Then they are Liars. 
HuJb., I am loth to brit^ in the poor Children lo> 
. prove their IVIother fi> 1 but I muft acki^pwlcdge I am 
convinced of their lonocence and SiocerilLy, ^andhay<» 
great Uea^n to be fully fatiiied of yotir Crime* 

Wife. I value not what you are convinced of, X 
. know your Hypocrify* 

Hufi* And IWefs GOD he knows wy Sincerity;. 
I appe^.from you, 

Ivife, You are hardeh'd in your Self-conceit in the 
midft of grofs Ignprapce. 

Bkjb. And you arc hardened In your Want of Cha- 
rity—But thi3 is not to the Purpofe ; the Queftion be* 
tween you and I is of another Nature. 

Wife. I know no ^Queftion between us, I have no- 
thing to do with your Queftions. 

JVife. Well, b*it;you muft have fomething to fay to 
them; my Qiieftion is of a pofitive Nature, and mult 
have a direct Anfwer. 

W^^e, Pll anfwer none t>f your Queftiona* 
HuJb. Then I niuft anfwer them myfelf. The 
Cafe \» plain^ I am sefolved to ferve and worlhip 

GOD 
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GOD in my Family ; 1 hope and believe I fliall pfea/e 
and be accepted of him, tho' it feems I can't pFeafe mv 
Wife ; I do not aflc your Attendance, till you pteaie 
to join in a Chriftian Manner, with a Spirit of Charity 
and Devotion; the laft towards GOD, and the firft 
towards youc Hufband. 

PFife. 1 don't purpofe to trouble you. 
Hvjb. Then you fave me the Trouble of forbidding 
you^ and Ihutting you out: Neither do I aft your 
Leave for your Children to attend; for th^ have de- 
dared themfelves willing and defirous of ^t, and pro* 
fefs'd iWemnly, that tliey never had the leaft Thought 
to the contrary in their Lives.'. So in that you arc a 
Slanderer of your own Children. 

ff^fe. Your n^w Way of commanding may wdl 
bring Children to it. " 

_ Hujb, You miftakc again ; nay, if it be true, as 

you faidy that you heard Iny Difeoiirfe to them, then 

ou know that you miftake ; which deferves a Word 

^k foft than that of being miftaken. . 

lyife. You arc difpofed to treat youf Wife very ma- 

giftcrially. 

Hufb. You have driven mc tojhe Neceffity of ex- 
ercifing fo much Authority m my Family, as is necef- 
fary to fupport the Service and Worfliip oi GOD j and 
more than that I do not feek. 
ff^fe. Well, you may go on. 
HuJb. Since then you have obliged me to it, the 
Queftion I defire your Anfwer to is this. That as you 
take upon you to call your Children up to you at what 
Time you pkafe, and keep them with you as long as 
you pleafe, / hope it is for no ill Purpofe ; I defire you 
will appoint the Hour when you think proper to call 
them, that I may not interfere and call them to Fa* 
mily-Wor(hip at the fame time. 

U^fe, I cannot appoint a certain Hour, it muft be 
when my Leifure allows. 
HuJb. Well, for once then you muft give me Leave 

- ta 
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to tetl you, that an Hour muft be fet, or elfe I {hall fet 
an Hour for their Attendance on Family-Worfliip ; iir 
which, if yoju call, you muft not take it ill from the 
Children if they cannot obey you, 

fyife. You begin very lordly j do you take this to 
be religrous ? 

Hufi, Yes, very religious, unlefs you can firft bring* 
a Text of Scripture to juftify your Obftinacy and Op- 
pofition toyour Hufband in fo juft a Cafe. 

fVife, You muft take your own Way, 

Hujb. GOD direa us both to the right Way ; I 
hope I am in it, but I am fure you are out of it ; what 
think you of that Scripture ? i Pet. i, 8. and Cap. v. 
5. Be ye all of one Mind^ having Compaffion one of 
another ; be courteous y be cloatbedwith Humility^ be all 
ofyoufubjeSi one to another. 

Wife. 'Tis much you omitted. Wives be in Sub* 
jeStian to your Hujbands. — ^But you take care of the 
PrafliGe. 

Hufb. You pretend to much Religion, and yet arc 
a Scoffer at the fincereft Endeavours of your Hufband 
religioufly to do his Duty. Where is the Ornament of 
a meek and quiet Spirit^ which you are commanded to 
put on ? 

Wife. You are mighty full of Scripture. 

Hufi. I'll name but one more, and leave it upon 
your Thoughts, if you can a£l in obedience to your 
PaiSons, againft fuch exprefs Rules of God's Word, 
you muft go on till the Sovereign Grace of G O D, 
which alone can work in fuch Cafes,. makes I mprcf- 
fion upon you fome other Way; the Words are, 
PbiL ii. 3. Let nothing le done thro* Strife or Fain^ 
glory y but in Lowlinefs of Mind let each efteem other bet^ 
ter than himfelf . 

Wifei Your Ignorance is as great as your Pride; yoii 
umderftand not what Vou read, but pretend to quote 
Words fpoken to a wnole Church, nay, perhaps to a 
whole Diftii£l of Churches 5 and refpeding the ge- 
neral 
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ncral Unity of the Church, in oppofition to the Hea- 
then ; and apply it to Bie little Debate between you 
and your Wife. I am afhamed of you, I have no 
Patience witfi fuch Impertinence. 

Hufl), GOD fend you more Patience, and more 
Humility, and then you will know, that the Scripture 
is not of private Interpretation^ but was given for gene^ 
ral InJiru6iion ; but they are always hardeft to learn, 
who think themfelves qualified to teach. 1 intreat you, 
let us have no more of this diforderly unkind Difcourfe ; 
-I have no more to fay, but that I expeft my Children 
fhould not be hindered from attending upon the Wor- 
CbipofGOD. 

IVife. If 1 thought it Worfhip, I Ihould be as for- 
ward as you to have them attend. 

Hujb. My Dear -i I hope for your being in a better 
Mind in GUiys due time ; in the meian time, it is not. 
fit that your Error fhould interrupt their'Duty) neither 
can I fatisfy myfelf to fufFer it. 

His Wife went away in a great Paffion, and faid 
fome Things to him at parting which I care not to 
mention, and which grieved the good Man extreme- 
ly : But he made her no Reply. 

In the mean time, the Man . went on with his Fa- 
mily Order, and had the WorjQiip of GOD, as rea- 
ding the Scriptures, finging Pfalms, and Prayer, regu- 
larly and conftantly performed \ his Children attending 
conftantly and chearfully, but not his Wife. 

• It had indeed been fome Trouble to his Mind, that 
for (bme Time after the Breach above-mentioned, he 
had (hut the Doj^r of his Parlour when he went t6 
^ Prayers ; which he had not onlvKlone to keep his Wife 
out, but had told her too, as before'j and flie had twice, 
o/^hree times, come down to the Door, and finding 
it locked went back iigain. 

He had found her {o paffionate, and fo fill'd with 
Contempt of his Perfofmance, that it was his real Be- 
lief, her Defign was at firft to give him fome Dif- 

, turbance, 
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turbance, to behave with fome Indecency, or at leaft 
ta take hold of fome £xpre£ion of his, more un*- 
guarded perlups than ordinary, to upbraid him with^ 
and perhaps to make a mock of among the Children^ 
as &e had dor>e once or twice before ; and therefore 
thought it better to have her abfent, at leaft till (he was 
come to a better Temper. But after fome Time, and 
finding her, as I faid, come two or three times down 
to the Door, he began to conf^der, thap it was net for 
him to judge Of what Temper {he came in : that to 
{hut her out was Hot only unkind, but was deprWing 
her of an Opportunity of being convmced ; that per- 
haps when flie might come vrith a Defign to fcoflFat or 
iniult him, GOD might dired!^ fomething to touch her 
Thoughts, that might turn her Affeftbns to him^ and 
remove her Pride and w^nt of Charity all at once, and 
fo make^fhe very thing that (be bad defpifed, be the 
Means of her Reformation \ And as thefe were Things 
which above every thing elfe he defired, he was exceed- 
ingly troubled that he had (hut the Door. 

If he was concerned on thefe Accounts, and upon 
Debates only with himfelf, that Concern was very 
much increafed, when he underftood by his Daughter, 
that the lafttime her Mother came down and found 
the Door.faffi (be had been crying vehemently in her 
Chamber for (bme Hours after ; this moved him ex- 
ceedingly 5 for he was a very kind and tender Hufband 
to her, and he refolved never to faften the Door again, 
and ordered his Daughter to let her Mother know 
the Door was never locked, but always left a little 
open, even without the Latch being touched. How- 
ever, his Wife never offered to come down after the 
Door was left open. 

It may be eafily believed, that while this Breach 
continued in religious Things, the Family Peace, as 
to common Affairs, went all to wreck y trie Counte- 
nances of Huflband and Wife were perfeftly changed 
to one another \ no Smiles, no pleafant Words, no 
4 kind 
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kind Thing pafled between them ; but a Cfoud of Me- 
lancholy and Difcontent, and an Air of £ftrangement 
(pread itfelf over the whole Family j every little Dif- 
pute broke out into a Feud, every Feud was carried 
on. to the extremeft Height; and, in a word, there 
was very little room, if any, for the poor Remains of 
conjugal AfFe<^ion to ihew itfelf : So certain is it, that 
where the religious Peace is broken^ no other Peace 
can long continue. 

This affliacd the Hufband's Mind to the laft De- 
gree ; and not the Wife only, but all the Family per- 
ceived it. As to his Wife, flie kept it more to her- 
felf, and continued to carry it with 4m unfociable 
Hai^htinefs of Tempei^; if he oiFered to ipeak of it^ 
the would always put a fliort End to the Difcourfq | 
tell him, (he had nothing to fay to him ; or flying 
away from him, or perhaps fay fome very paffionate 
thing that put an end to it : So that (he would , never 
enter into any Dlfcourfe with him \ fhe feemed to. live 
altogether in her Chamber, retired from Company, 
and came down into her Familv, as if it were with 
Eel usance j and more by the Necefltov of ordering 
her Servants and Hou(hold AiFairs, than by Choice, or 
from any Pleafure (he took among them ; and as this 
had not only continued a long Time, but feemed to 
have np ProfpeiS of any Alteration, it gave her {luf- 
band a moft unfufFerable Affii£lion. 

But alas ! the good Man's Affliflion was far froni 
ending there, and the Tragical Part of the Family is 
yet behind. '. , -• 

I could have- been very glad to have brought this 
poor weak, but proud Woman upon the Stage, as a 
Penitent, acknowledging her Miflake in Duty for 
mifufing her Hufband ; and her Miftake in Religion, 
for defpifmg the fincere humble Performance of her 
Hufband in Matters of Religion j and forpbftruding 
that,yj?r want of Charity^ which every fobcr Chriftiah 
would rejoice in, (Wz.) To fee GOD ftrv'd, honoui'd* 
4 ' and 
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and worfhipped in their Family, and their Children 
brought up in the conftant Exercife of thofe Duties, 
which their natural Homage to their Maker calls for : 
But the Truth of this Hiftory forbids, and I muft be 
forced to record this unhappy Wife as a fad Merrifnto 
againft fpiritual or religious Pride, and to be an Evi- 
dence of the exceeding Difficulty of reftoring a Pha- 
rifaical Hypocrite to Repentance. 

The Man's Affliftion, as I have faid, was vifible ; 
but yet he had fome Comfort within^ himfelf, parti- 
cularly, that he was in the Way of his Duty ; and 
the Satisfa(5^idn he had in his recovering from that 
-wicked Step he had at firft taken, of neglefting his 
Family, and throwing up the Praftice of what He 
knew to be his Duty, was a very great and conftant 
Support to him. 

He alfo had the Satisfa<ftion to fee, that all his 
Children joined with him heartily, and feemed tore* 
joice in the Meafures he had taken for the Order and 
Regularity of the Houfe ; and the eldeft Daughter, a 
good, fober, and well-inclined Child, would often fay 
to him. Dear Father, perfuade my Mother to come 
down to Prayers. 

He would be very cautious of faying any thing to 
the Child that feemed to refleft on her Mother ; but 
one Day the Child faying fo to him, he anftvered j 
My Dear J 1 am very forry your Mother does not come 
down, do you perfuade her to it, I fhould be very glad 
to have her come. 

Said the Daughter^ Shall I go and tell her you fent 
me to defire her to come ? 

Ay do, my Dear^ faid he^ with all my Heart. 

The Child went, and when her Father afked her 
what her Mother faid, {he could not anfwer him, but 
broke out into Tears ; her Father uhderitood it. 

Well, my Dear, faid her Father^ don't let it trou- 
ble thee, I fee hbw it is, we muft wait God's Time. 

Vol. II. D He 
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Hefaikdsiot to \akit ^I Oppoiftuiritier to ^leafc to 
her bimfeif after this ; but found his Wife bad :taken a 
new Method \ i&t 4U befc»e ihe would .always anfwer 
him with fomething very tlUnaturol and DQkind/fo 
now, though iQie were ever fo free in Dnixiurfe of 
other Things, yet when he began to (peak of chi& Af« 
fair, fhe would notanff^r one Word.c 

Thefe Things contiiusod about three X^artersofa 
Year, and far from abatine by Length of Time^ as 
Family Heats beti^^een Ht^ipid and Wife ordioarily 
do ; on the contrary, they took Root like a ftrong 
Diftemper, by the Length of dieir.Daiation. 

At length his Wife was taken; ill ; the Man was 
exceedin^y affli6led at his Wife's Sicknefsy and efpe- 
cially as ne ikw fome Danger of Death ; -and it almoft 
diftra^d his Thoughts, to think Ihe Ihould die with*- 
out being reconciled to him ; her Oiftemper at firff 
appeared a Kind of Lethargic Fever^ which, as 'it 
preyed upon her. Spirits one Way, and brought her 
very low, fo it kept her doz'mg, mA tincapable to be 
talked with, another W3^.. 

He often attempted to fpeak to her, but found flie 
would not anfwer a Word ; or if (he did, it Waaei- 
jther to deike him not to trouble her, or (bmetbing re- 
mote from what he faid ; for fhe was too much ftupi- 
fied by the Difiemper to talk, and unwilling to dif- 
courfe when (he was otherwife. 

The Diftemper however in id>out three Weeks tiitie 
abated, and ihe began to get Strength, but no Life 
came into her Temper, no Ohearfulne^ into her Spi- 
rits ; but a deep Melancholy ieenied to fucceed the 
Fever ; ^iand one Morning tl^ Phyfician thstt attended 
her came to her Hufbandy and aikedhtm if he knew 
any eictraordinary Trouble (heihad upon her Spirits ? 
Her Hufband iaid No, no extraordinary one : ^But 
why do you aik me that Queftion, fays he', with 

geat Concern ? Why, fayi the JQ^pr, becaufe I fear 
e has a little Spice of Dibrder in her Head $ ^nd 

if 

Digitized by V^OOQlC 



Tie Famiiy InfiruB^r. 75 

if .we donottprerent its Ate will be in didgtr of a con- 
finaed Melancholy. 

It is tf)^>dffible 10 exprefs the. Concern this gave 
hios^ aiid be began U> enter into a ferious Confuka* 
tiont widi the E^or, who had fpoken cautioufly, be- 
caufehe^wotdd not furprise him ; but the Apothecary 
came down iflamediately after, and with lefs Prudence 
£ud alcNid to the.Do£lor, who aflced how (he did ; Do^ 

^fays he, At^Jhe is mad^ (jmii diflraHid^ Wi mufi get 
fiimJtiilf immediaitly ta fig her in the Bed. 

Her Huiband, who had by the Prudence of the 
Dodor entertained only an Apprehenfion of the Dan- 
ger of fuch a Thing as remote, and pcffibie to be pre- 
vented, when he heald what the Apothecary »id, 
fpcdK not a Word, but futikxlown on the Floor. 
ThePhyfidanbeingat hand, they were not much 

': at a k>fs for applying proper Kennedies $ but it was 
io long ere they recovered him, that the Do&or him- 

t felf was once of Opinion that he was dead, and was 

^^ing out of ^eRoom ; but ibme Signs bf Life ap- 
pearing foon after, they went on with their Applica- 

> tions, and opening a Vein, the Blood flowing, reco- 
vered him to Life, but left him very ill, which was 
followed V by a Fever, and that threw htm into the 
Small Pox, and from which he did iK)t recover without 
great Danger of his Life. • 

There was a fad Family we may be fure, while 
^e Matter and Miftreis of the I^amily remained in 
tHefe Circumftances : but however, the Hufband re- 
covered with the Help of Time ; but the Wife grew 
4frovf<^ till he was obliged to have her removed out 
of ^e Houle for *a Time ; and as it is allowed 
that a melandioly Lunacy is the hairdeft to cure, fo in- 
deed they found khere, for fee lay above a Year un- 
der theMand^ of the Phyfictan, without much Ap- 
pearance of Aheration, except at Intervals, fcarce 
knowing, or at learf not noticing, her own Children or 
Hiiiband. 

D 2 It 
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It was obfervable, that during her Diftanpisr, &c 
was always reading the Bible and religious Boo^^ bufi- 
would never talk with any body otherwife than of 
common Things ^ and during the whole Tin^- wa* 
never heard To much as once to mention the Breach 
with her Hufband : Nay, when (be was thought well 
enough to go home again, it appeared flie faad /oirgot 
it as perfe£)Ty as if fhe had never known any thing.of 
it J nor had (he forgotten that only, but «ven her Fa- 
mily and common Things ; her Huiband having re- 
moved to another Dwelling, fee djd not fo much as 
know that it was not the fame HouTe fhe had lived, in 
before i (he knew her Huiband and Children indeedi^ 
but did not know any of the Servants, no, no{ enough 
to diftinguifli who had been before her UlQef^ or who^ 
bad come after. 

This filled her Hufband with dreadful Apprehenf^ons 
that her Diftemper was not removed ; but as bo com- 
municated his Fears to the Phyfician, he faid it wa$ a 
Sign that it would entirely remove gt laft \ . but ibe.f;^?- 
tinued a long time in but a \Qty indifferent Condition, 
much altered in her Temper, and often fybje<S'lo Ikr 
tie fleturns of Melancholy 5 but in her Family* fhe 
lived orderly, and kept in a very good Difpofuion as4o 
the religious Part ; if fhe had any Remcmbraneeci of 
the former Breach, fhe kept it to herfelf j for fhe never 
difcovered that fte retained any Notion of it in her 
Thoughts ; fhe attended duly op the Orders of the Fa- 
mily, appeared very ferious at the Times of Worfhip, 
and never offered to diflike or refle^b upon^ much lefs 
to mock or fcofFat, her Hufband about it in th© leaft. 

Her Children were warned by tjicir Father, nev«r 
to endeavour to put her in mindof former.DifFerflnces; 
no, not fo much as in Curiofity to iry. w^e^er (he 
really remembered any thing or, noK ; wl)(ch Ordi^rs 
they very punduallj obicrved. . .1.1 

It was not long after this, when tbe Couo^ry Gwtle- 
man^ whofe Story makes a Part in the former. Uialogue, 

came 
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tatoc fe^ToWn ; and as their Cafes were fo exa£Hy alike 
when they had laft difcourfed upon the Subject of their 
Faififly Circumftances, -fo they had kept up a eonftant 
CoTTcipondcnce by Letters ; but now at their Meeting 
they enter intc^articulars more at lai^ ; which as near 
as pbffibte is contained in the following Difcourfe. 

-Cit, The Citizen began with him thus : Well, my 
Friend; I took your Advice, but I have had a dread- 
fulTafeofit. 

l¥. What Advice ? 

Oiu Why about taking a Refolution to fet up, or 
rather reftore. Family- Worlhip in my Houfc^ in fpite 
of all the ScofFs and Jeers, Flouts and Taunts of an 
unkind Wife ; but it has coft me very dean 

Fr. I- hope the Purchafe is worth the Price; I dan 
fay^ let it have coft you what it will, 'twill pay you all 
again ; it will yield a plentiful Rent or Interefl^ if 
you maintain it ; for, as the Northern Proverb fays, 
God comes into no Mqb^s Houfe to btlk the Landlord : 
You Will find a Bltfiiing in it^ no doubt. 

Cit. I have had a hard Talk of it, but I have got- 
the better at laft. i 

• Fr, Pray let me heai- it again j for tho* your Let- 
ters have let me into the Heads of it, yet you muft let- 
me have the Stbry at length;: I 4iope ihe Relation will 
be a Comfort, not an AMxSixon to you. 
Gt. Youfhall, with all- my Heart. 

\^Here the Citizen tells him the whole Story ^ Wordi 
for Wordy as it is in the Dialogue paft.'] 
His Friend Jiftened to the Relation with great At* 
tention, and was particularly pleafed with theSuccefss 
which he had with his Children ; but was extremely 
afie£ied with the Tragical Tart about his Wife; in- 
deed ft brought Tears into his Eyes ; and the more-. 
from^ the&nfe he had, bow much more comfortable 
an liTue he had had on his own Side. 

My dear Friend, fays he^ you have had an affliding 

Part ind^, with rcfpoSl to your Wife, but you are^ 

D 3 not 
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jioiyet w^lthout Hope tb^^fibe maj bc.iwholly rcftt^d 
to you again ; and you ha^^e theprefent Comfort of fee- 
ing her Difpofition altered. 

Ck. That is true; but it would have been a greater 
Comfort to me to have Icnown that (he had been made 
truly fenfiUe of the Sin of her former Condu£iy that 
ibe had repented heartily of it, and that flie had re- 
ceived Conrfbrt in the Hop^ of Forgivenefs. ^ 

Fr* Well, though you may think that waiting, yet' 
you cannot judge her not to have been a Penitent, bfe- 
caufeyou cannot tell what Intervak for Conviction (he 
.might have had, either before, in, or after her Dif^ 
tra^ion* 

Ciu That is true; but as I faw no Signs o^ ir, I 
have Room to fear^ and that's a continual Afit^iori. 

Fr. Well, but whatihall we fay as^ to her being 
made incapable by being deprived of the tJie di Rea- 
fon; 'tis hard to determine what (halt be expefied Qf> 
luch; we muftjuc^etmh Charity. 

Ciu I have ferioofly digefled that Ptwt in wy* 
Thought J and V\\ tell vou to what Ifiue I hav< -^^ 
brought it : I allure you tne Refult is no Abacemeof of 
my Trouble in the Cafe of ngr Wife^ no, not inthe 
leaft, but nrther an Increaie <» it, 

/^. Pray let' me heafyoor Ophiion ; Icamiot^hirfc 
God will charge us > wiib Sins committed In a Staieof * 
Dtftradion, when the Perfcn is demented, and has 
i*)t tSt Ufe of Reafon 5 when Cbnfcjence is put our* 
of its Office, and can neither accufe or excufe j when 
the Soul if no more a free Agent, and the Creature is* 
reduced to the mere' fenfitive £ife. 

Ch. Youmiilmke me quite, I am not arguing on 
that Part ; and perhaps I may incline le think as you 
de, 9s to wliat is dcuie during the Pouter ^^f j^unacy ; 
hut what will .you fay to theStns committ!«dj()«ll^l»t« that 
DiftraAion, and which, the Diftemper cottiifig 'Hifttly^ 
en, (he had no Ti^ te repent of? Pray, ^hatistbc 
Difference betveei^ fuch a Cottditioxly mid M#d)rUig 

with* 

Digitized by V^OOQ IC 



^he. Family Inftru^or. 79 

withoUt:lte{)eatarK« ? I look upon nnr Wife 98 one 
dead ; whHe the SquI is difableil in its Operations^ (be 
is dead to all thofe I'hings whtcb are necefliny to a 
true Penitent) fuch as Sorrow for the Sin, Abhorrence 
of the £vi] of it^ aflctng Par^lon of GOD, aaine Faith 
omthe Blood of CHRfS'T for Remiffiofi, Refolutions , 
toref^^rms 93^ the like; thefe it is impoffiUe fli* 
(hould have any Part in, and therefore (he feems to iii» . 
to'be jttft' in the fame State as one dying impeniient« 

Fr. Yotthave a little furpriicd nne indeed^ in^vinz 
that Turn- to it, which I did not think of before; . rmutc 
acknqwiedge I am of yxntr Opinion in the Thing i(- 
felf ; only that in the Cafe of your Wife, there is Room 
for Hope to yoo, in two Particulars: i« Ttai^as be^ 
fore, you are not fure that (be^ had no lotervak,. ia 
which GO0 nright fpeak to her Soul, and her Soul fly 
to, and enrfjrace her Samur witheffeaual^Relcntingn,.. 
am) a (aving Dependetip^ on him for Salugtion.; aJl , 
^whtch might be.ade^^in a M^M9»efit, a8l.doiiiitJiofei|.i 
ofi^ IS in ih^v^ry Article of Death, witne^ the ^ihkf 
uponthe\Cfy!ifi\ and thi» might much better briiVittiei 
Timo^if their Sicfcneft, tho' the Diftrai^on of her Staite t 
(fiiKe that) ma.y have given her no Room to Mpf^^t , 
k; 2. Arwl then you h^re this-Comfort, t«. that flie 
is fill? alive ; and though (he has given no Tcftifmnk*. 
of the remea^bring the Error of her former Life, taje- 
pent of it ; (be has yet'ibewn, thatfliehas aUa fK^KiS'^j 
membranccs of her former Miftakes to renew tham k 
<he begins upon a new Scheme of Life, ads quite an*- 
other part ; and who knonfs bi»t that in time Qod^ 
may call to her Mind former Evils, and give her Re^f 
pentanceftlll ; fo that voii have no Keafo» either Way* 
to look on ber as one loftf 

C/V. Yoiur A^uments on that Pc^nl« e^ciallr tb#^ 
)aft; bavefome Cpmfort tn^bcm } and I aminjhope 
that (he may yet be ir Pemienti (or (hf baaagieat 
Stock of religiottl. Knowledge^ and I find it;rematnt 
ftill, ^e Di&mper has madeno Bft^cb^ oft^ kind* , 
D 4 ^'•* 
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Fr. Well theo, corrffort yqurfelf, and beaif up un- - 
der the AfBi£tion, and believe that ihe (hall yet bere- 
ftored to her Family and HuQwmd ; I am furc if I had 
feen half fo much Room to hope for my jpfofligate, ig- 
norant Creature, I fhould have rejokcd in it. 

Cit, 1 am forry for your Cafe too, that leaves fo 
little Room for Hope, a$ you fcem.to fuppofe ! but 
. your Wife is living too, I hope. 

'Fr. Yes, (he is alive, but dead to me ; dead as a- 
Relation, and dead as a Chriftian. 

Cit. How dead as a Relation J She is your Wife ftilL 

Fr. Alas ! (he is a Wife and no Wife i flic is gone 
from me. 

Cii. How ! gone from you! 

Fr. Yes. I Wieve never Man and Woman of Com- 
mon Senfe parted upon fuch trifling and fcandalous 
Foundations ; I am afliamed when I think of them. 

Cit, W^l, but I hope you are not aftjamed on your 
own Account. You know your Duty better: than to 
do any thing to give Occafion of fuch a grofe Reflec- 
tion as you fpcak of 

Ft, I believe a Man. and his Wife never quacrel, but 
there are Faults on both Sides. 

Cit. 'Tis often fo I believe, but it may be other- 
wife fometimesv 

Fr, 'Tis very feldom then ; for my Part I never faw 
itothorwife, bui that if one is to b'.ame for beginning 
it, the other is to blame for cjirrying it on; if oae. 
raifes the Storm, the other increafes it j if one is paf- 
fionate, the other is provoking ; one wants Temper,., 
the other wants Patience; one kindles the Fire, and 
t'other hcapb an Fuel : both Sides are to blame. 

Cit. I find that while you are ace ufiag your Wife^ 
you are not excwfing yourfelf, . , , 

Fr Indeed I am far from excufmg myfelf Jn the*' 
Particular of our laft Breach j but in the general, that is^ 
ih her Averfion to my doing my Duty, and indeed to 
every thii^ that had but the Face ofReligion on it, ia 

that 
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tBat I cannot excufe her, the Fault was all her own : 
and I have reafon to be thankful that God has not 
fufl^ed her Importunity to prevail upon me any longer ' 
to omit my Duty in my Family. 

G//. Well, do not be difcouraged neither, with re- 
fpeft to your Wife, God's Grace can reduce even' . 
more obftinate Tempers than hers. I think there is 
much more Room to hope in a Cafe like yours^ thani 
in* fuch sm one as mine. ' 

Fr. My Wife is a dreadful Inftance of a Temper 
hardened againfrall Senfe of Duty to God, orObliga— . 
tiontoMan. 

C/V* She is fo far compleatly/ qualified to be a moft^' 
glorious Infttxnce of the Invincible Power of God's 
Grace ; pray let me hear the Particular* of her Story,, 
for I find there is a great deal in it. 

Fr. They will be worth your Hearing, I aflureyou,. 
tho* it may be tedious. 1 told you 1 had been obliged^ 
to fome Strug^ with mjr Wife to get Leave to carry 
en our Family ^Service ; and that after our good o)d^ 
Uncle waagone, flie was mighty uneafy at my fettjng^ 
up, or rather keeping up the good Man's Cuftom off 
Morning and Evening Sacrifice : But that I had fo 
far conquered myfelfin that Particular, as- to refolve* 
not only to perform my Duty in the Houfe, but to» 
do it fo without her, as that (hefliould think herfelf 
cntheiy fliut out from it; 'Tis true I came away to* 
Bondon as foon as I had begun, without waiting to< 
fee whether fhe liked it or not ; or fo much as enquiring- 
whether fhe purpofed to attend or notj in carrying itc 
on. ^ . 

Cit* But what did you 'do when you came back ? 

Fr. Do ! Wii^r 1 refolved not to fuffvr the Matter* 
to interrupt any of our Converfe together; fhe made- 
me very welcome at my Return, was very kind and '• 
obliging, and we fupped together; after which (be* 
prepared to ga to Bcdi and when flie went irrto- hef 
Chambers i • told her I would follow ber^ , and ^^ng ^ 
. . D So iftt«k» 
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in(o the Parlour where we ufeci to perform, I calleftibr 
the CuOiions, and bad bring the Serv^nts-mto^Prayersv 

6V/. And did they notgoand call your Wife? 

Fr. 1 believe not, I^id not i(i»biid ibcm \ burl fit^ 
pofe they did not. 

CH. What faid (he to it ? 

Fr. Nothing at all, nor I to ber : Sbe neither afked 
why I ftaid fo long ; nor did I telt her the Occafion :. 
But when I came iii, I faM, My Dear^ b^e I made 
you wait? She anTwered^ N-a ; and fo it ended* In 
the Morning I did the fame before fbe came out: of her 
Drefling^Room ; and thus it con^nued ibme time,, 
without aay Notice taken on the one Side or the other-;, 
at length flie brok^ the Silence upon^ th^ following 
Occanon* One Night when the iifual Hour for Bed^ 
tiaae was come, and ibe had called for a Candle to- 
go up Stairs, (he would needs oblige me to go up wtthr 
her ^ I declined it» and told her I'd cofliie pcefently ;. 
Ibe would not be put off, but took me hf the Hand>r 
ipeaking very pleafantly ; Coniey come, I won*t go 
to Bed without you, 

Hufi. Well, my Dear^ faid F, tooUigeyouI'll ^ 
op, but I muft come* down a^ia before I go to Bed ^ 
to, I went up, but as I lud faid^ told her Lmuftgo» 
down again^ but would not flay. 

ffyi. I know no^Buitnefs yoa h^ve to A», Jhy^fie^ 

Mufi^ Ye$y jMf Dear^ I bavr fometbing tod#that 
I cannot put off*.^ 

m/e. WhatRifmefeJ^ 

Hufii, Wlqr, myDear^ fhouldyou a(k ? Youknow^ 
'tis Bufineis you don't like ; and which 'till you- do* 
like, I cannot defireyou to tcouUe yoorfelf about. 

fi^fe. Good lack. ! your Prayers h come, come^Iet 
^ert* alone for one Night,. To-nK>rrow will do as well,, 
I defure your Company now. All this fte iaid^fmiling,. 
and in a mere thoughtlefs kind of good Humour. 

Hufi, My DitttTy you can't promi(b me I fiiall be 
alive To-moccow> and be^Bd«$ praying to God To*^ 

morrow 
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mccrcw: makes up foe iia Part' of the Sin of omitttfig 
it To-aaf» 

Wifr. WelU well, Iby with mc to Night. 

//^. Pray^^ ary. i^ifi?^,. don't fWke it of mc, bc- 
c&ule^u know I can't comply. 
, ^^. Mufti not defirc it? -. 

"Hujb, My Btar^yWht back ag^iin prefcAtly,^-^— ^ 
At which Words 1 broke from her, and came down 
Stairs. I overheard het as I was ^ohig^ fay aloud^^/'J/ 
promrfe ysp f/l dejire you Icfs than 7 hceoe dont^ and 
fitmgrher Chamber Door after vest in a Rage ; I came 
back in: about at Quarter of ati Hour, butrfoMnd h^ 
:gone to Bed, JUid i got not a Word of her tluit.Nighr;: 
the>'next Day (he was likewtfe unoonverfible \ and'tho*^ 
her Faffion wore off in two or three Days, yet flie 
never (hewed the ufaal Pleafantneft of her Temper a9> 
long as file flaid with me. . i 

&>. It was very ftrailge file fiiould' be fo pmvdced 
on (bcb an Accounts 

Ft. But that was not all ; for, which was ftiU ^tm^ 
t^is Diforder af&£ied our general Convcrfation, for we* 

few waipifi) and petulant, every thing ajmoft ^ve 
round of Quarrel, and every little Quarrel was car- 
ried to that Height for want of Temper, that it ratv 
OS up tathe maddeft Extremes, even to be dowmri^t}: 
abulWei and inthe lygheft manner difobliging ta one 
^another; trndthk even on my Side aa welf as on hers,, 
for I do not excufe myfelf. 
Ciu Indieed it was juft fo with me too, as I tcdd you.. 
Fjt. I belieive it is £:> every where; where the firft 
Contention is grounded fo ill, i^ cannot but unhing;e: 
the Temper on both Sides, and make way to all kiod^ 
of Mtfchiefl 

C/Vi The Scripture iaysi fo plainly, Whert thfti if» ' 
Strih^md CtmUfUions ihirti^is^evtryituilfffirk. ;, 

Fr. Well, fure never was Feud carried to fuch a 
Height between a Man and his Wife, from fo fcanda- 
lous » Beginnmg}, injhorty we di&i^d-oiKe to fuch^ 

at 
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a degree about nothing, but whether we, ihould ga 
into the Garden by the Hall Door, or the Green-houfe 
Door, that it ended in Separation, as you (hall hear. — 
We were both going into the Garden one Evening to 
walk together, I was for going this way, and (he that 
way ; we were as well to one another, as to Hu- 
mour, but the Minute before, as we had been at any 
Time fince the Breach above-named ; 77/ go this^ 
way^ fays fhe ; 77/ meet you^ fays I ; and accordingly 
we both met immediately in the firft Walk, for it was 
not twenty Steps either way. 

Yqu will always be a Diflenter from your Wik^/ays- 

JhM. 

My Dear, fays /, ftill without the leaft Paffion, it 
puts me in mind of the Divifions among the People o£ 
this Nation about Religion; methinks the Church and 
the Dlflenters aft a little as you and I did, one goes 
this way, and another that ; one out at one Door, and 
one out at another ; but all meet, I hope, in Heavea 
at laft : Upon which we entered into this malicious 
ill-governed Difcourfe, which (he began, (hewing her-^ 
felf to be very much out of Humour. 

7ir//>. Don't trouble me with your Divifions, you 
may divide to the End of the Chapter; and be one of 
one Side, and another of another ; for my part, I be- 
lieve you're all Hypocrites, and that you will all meet 
in a worfe Place than you talk of. 

Hujb^ Do not judge fo hardly, my Dear. 

Wife. I do not judge at all: What care I where 
you e;o ? 

Hufb» I hope we (hall go both to one Place. 

Wife» Don't curfe me, I don't defire to go with you 
any w.bere. 

In (hort,one Word brought on another, till the 
firft Shower increafed to a Flood ; the firft angry 
Word grew to a Storm, and my Wife told me in fo 
many words, 1 ufed her at fuch a Rate (he would 
hve no longer with me. I was a little too warnv, 

' being 
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being provoked by fuch Ufage, and told her plainly, 
that unlefs (he refolved to ufe me better, not living 
with me, would be a great Favour : She told me Jhe^ 
%UQuldiryme^ and away flie flung out of the Garden ; 
and that very Evening, to be as good as her Word 
wth me, in fpite of all the Arguments I could ufe with 
her, (he went away to her Brother, Sir Richard^s^^ 
and came no more to live with me for a long tune, as 
you (hall hear. 

Cit, She was of a very ra(h Temper certainly. 
Fr. Ay y or elfe flie had been a very defireahle Per- 
fon. But we were now parted. 

Cit, But did fhe not let you know where (he was ? 
Fr. No, not at all, till by the Keceflity offending- 
for Clothes, Linnen, and other Things that (be want? 
ed, I came to know it. 

Cit, I (houfd have been apt to have let her alone. 
Fr, I wourd have, done fo, and for fome time I did, 
ifo ; but my Cafe was, that I loved her to an extreme.. 
However, an Opportunity offered, which gave me al- 
mofta NecefEty of letting her alone fome time; for as^ 
L was riding out one Day very melancholy and pen- 
five upon this Account, I met Sir Richard^ who was go- 
ing a hunting ; he would have had me with him, but 
I was not difpofed for Sport, and excufed myielf : ^//, 
fays he. Brother^ where Jhall I fee you after we have^ 
done? Vov T want a little Talk with yoWy and laughed ; 
which was as much as to tell me, I knew what he- 
meant. 

Where you pleafe^ Sir R\chzrdy faid I. So he made 
an Appointment at a Public- houfe in our Town j and' 
we met accordingly. When we were fet, he took 
jne by the Hand very kindly, and told me, he was- 
very glad to fee me ; and before we entered into any 
Difcourfe, faid he, BROTHER^ don'^t think that I 
defign to affront you^ or to take any Part agoinfl. yon ; 
f aflure you, I am of your Side ; and if I have the 
right of the Story ^ F think my Sijier -worfe than a mad 
Woman, But pr'ythee, fays he, will you be frit with 

met 
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muy andlit triiinU tbi^Sicry 'yforfl^ Uih h hierfiY^ x^tm'^ 
traryto the Praiiiee ofmyft PiopUj the mafl tp hsr dunfi 
Difadvantagi ef any thing tH tie WoricL 

Slk^ faW 1, that is w$ ufttaf^ I cmrfeju And^fo 
our Dtfcourfe began. 

Sir Rich. In trudi, Brotlwr, T toW her but this- 
Kforning plainly, that 1 thought fe^ ivas ttiad* 

Husb. Rjt 1 fuppofe fhe did not tell yotv that flie 
tho\ight fo herfelf. 

Sir Rich. No, indeed ; fhc alked iwc firft why I 
fliould fay fhc was mad IFU tell you tvhy^ SISTER^ faid 
I ; you muft aibw, that according oo the Cuftom of 
all Women, you have made your own Stoiytell as weli 
as you can ; and then, according to the Cuji^ntof Mem^ 
&id I, fmiling, you muft allow me to believe it is n6t 
fo bad on your Husband's Side as you repnefent if*. 
That's imkind, 5-rfrS SHE^ I have d$ne both Sidfs 
Jujiiuy according » iwy own^Senfe of Things^ WeH, well^ 
faid I, W there mufi' he Mkin^nces on both Sida for the 
Pajftons^ and I tnufttake it 4ii heforei according to Rule. 
You may take it as youfleafe^ fays flic, whafs that tojny. 
Cafe? Why, yc8„faid I, it is to the Cafe THUS j that^ 
* as you relate it yourfelf^ there's no body alive i>«/ wHt 
Uanu you entirely y and fs^^you are the moft in the vtrong^ 
^ any Woman in the W^rhk And if it be fo by your 
ewn Account, what ntufl it htift^knew th wboJtyimdl 
tad heard what your Jtieskmif'has^ to fay ? 

Hush. Sir, you^wad' toamocbmy Friend I peibapt 
you will blape my Qmoi%, if i &ould aik what^ibr 
«ouId fieturn^to (b plain-a.Truth ^ 

Sir Rich. IVuIy nothing, but that which indeed fhc 
^ght to* be afh»med o^ 

Husb* Indeed, V Sir, it is a great Affiidion to me,, 
whatever it is to her, to think we ft(»iid break, up our 
Family in fuch a manneiT: And I ^ink, if you knew 
what a Trifle this Quarrel was about, vou wouM fay \r^ 
were both mad i, fb€ to go aWay, ua \y x^i kt her. 
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:*Sir iZiVA. You lei her go ? How cpuld you hinder 
fcerf If a Woman will run aWay, who cao-ftop her ?: 
If (he had been mine (he Oiould have gone, I afllire 
you; and as llie had gone when file pleafed, (he ihould** 
not have come again till I pleafcd; 

Hujb^ But I would have yielded to any things rather 
than file (hould have g^ne away. 

iSir Rich What do you mean ? Would* you have* 
yielded up your Religion and Confcience^ and turned 
Atheift like your Wife \ if you could have laid down 
all that^ why did you begia it ? Sure you would not 
have done that for a Wife ; you vrould have paid dear 
enough for her I aflTure you, and more a great deal that^ 
Ihe was worth : If Ihad half your Religion and Honefty, 
Brother, I would not Weak it one Inch, for the beft: 
Wife in the Wwld. 

Hujb. You appear by that. Sir Rkhaed^ to have more- 
Religion and Bonefly coo, than many that pretend tathe 
higheff Degree of Sanctity ifi the World. 

Sir Bi^h, No, n^you don't know me; lama Wicked 
X)og, a FeUow that has never been taught ^ny thing, 
and never liearn'd any things and GOD knows whether 
ever I (hall be better or no»^ 

Hujlf^ That is only what you (ay of yourfelf. Sir UT*- 
€hard\ I think you have a greater Senfe of thofeThings^ 
and more Knowledge of what Religion is, than many 
that fecm t& talk very reK^Hfly- 

Sk Riih^ No^ lam ao^the veiy fame dtunken^ loofe^ 
fnpbam DEVIL my Father waa before, me,, and my 
Grandfather before him; we ai« a hellifh Family, Bro-^ 
ther,. that's the Truth on't } 'tit Pity a good Man 
fliould have the Misfortune to come among us^ 

Hujbi, Piay don: t talk' fo^ Sir ; you have yet one 
thing, that leaves your JPtiet^ great j^opes of you. 

&r Ri€k fwifli yon coulij^n^fs tell what it is then,. 
for I foe nothing iame ^.malpe me hope for myfelf ; 
and diaf s the Re^fon I never care to think of in 

' H^/i. I can tell you fomething,. Sir Richard^ that is 
very paiticulac,. ^^ 
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Sir Richs But don't flatter me, for 1 hate fmoothing- 
and ibftning; I am a plain Dealer, and you feel ufe 
myfelf very coarfely, but 'tis all true, therefore don't 
pcetend to flatter me, I fay. 

Hupf, Sir, I flatter no Body ; that Plainnefs you 
fpeak of, is the Thing I have Hope of you from ; you 
have fomething fo fmcere in you, that 1 am Satisfied it 
will fome time or other kindle a Fire in your Soul that ' 
will flame up to Heaven, and burn up alt the Harveft. 
th^ Devil hopes for in you ; Sincerity is a Foundation, 
for all that^s religious to build upon. 

Sir Rich, Nay, I hate a Hypocrite, I cannot diflem- 
ble J you fee I don't make myfelf better than I am, but 
rather worfe ; I'll tell you plainly what I am, an'3 I'll: 
give you an Example, as to myfelfj 1 am a loofe, fwea- 
ring, blafpheming Wretch, that's furej but you never, 
heard me ufe that common Expreffion, ai 1 hope to be 
favedry I can't do it, 1 can't be fuch a Hypocrite* ■ m. 
for I have no Notion of the Thing, nor any Hopes 
about it, 

Hufb, Don't carry it that length. Sir RUhardj I en-- 
treat you 5 many worfe than you have been happy. 

Sir Rich, Well, HI be glad to enter into that'Dif- 
couffe with you fome other time; for really, tRo* I^ 
have no Religion, I love them that have, and love to 
difcourfe with them about it : But I am fuch t profli-* 
gate Fellow myfelf, that no Body that has any thing* 
good in them, cares to come into my Company, * 

Hufb. Indeed, Sir Richardy your loving religious Peo- 
ple is a Token to me, that you will love Religion itfelf,. 
fome time or other ; and I'm perfuaded,, dfd thofe re- 
ligious People you fpeak of hear what you now fay to* 
me, they would not fhun ybur Company, as you fay* 
they do. 

Sir Rich. I can't bear religious Thoughts long toge-^ 
ther, they run me into ftrange Con vulHons of Mind ; and - 
fo I fly away to Company, and drink off the Chagrin or 
.t ; and when I am once drunk, the next Morning it \t 
^ 11 over, and I am well enoughs Hufbn 
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.f$i^/jTbs^'s a fadKeojuedy againft feriousThoughtt^ 
Sir ^Uhard^ \ hope yow may find a better in time. 

Sir Richf Well, howeven I will have fome ferious- 
Talk of thofe Things with you one Time or other % 
ril make you ffiy Father Confeflbr : But let us go on 
npw where w^ left offi abcAit my Sifter. 
Hujb, With all my Heart. 

Sir RUb, Ygu faid that you would have yielded ta 
any thing rather than have parted with your Wife; and 
then I fpoke of your yielding up the Foint about Reli- 
gion, which you differed about; and that I fuppofed 
you could not yield thofe I'hings up upon any Account 
whatever. 

Hufb. No, Sir, I did ^lot mean that ; I hbpe wedid 
not differ fo much about that, as to make thofe things 
the Ground of our Separation ; if fo, I am a Martyr , 
in a better Caufe than I expe6led» 

.5ir Rkh. Then I don't undcrftand you, and believe . 
your Wife does not underliand you neither; for lafTure 
you, that's all the Reafon (he pretends to give, (viz^} 
that you are too religious for her.^ 

H^/i. Indeed 1 could not have i^nagincd that was 
the Reafon of it, much lefs that (he would give that 
Reafon for it ; vou might well fay, flic told the Story 
to her own Disadvantage. 

&i Rich, Indeed that's all the Reafon flie gives; but 
fince you fay there is more in it, I wifli you would let 
roe into the Story, if it may be convenient, or into 9i^' 
much of it as you think fit. 

Huji. With all my Heart,. Sir i?icAflri 

{Hfre he givis Sir Richard a/w// AccourU of alt 
that had paJJ'ed from the coming of the Country ' 
Minijier to their Houfiy to the Breach about 
the two Doors in the Garden :. Alvjhich Sir Ri- 
chard falls a Jw^at'ingy and files into a terrible 
Pajfton at his Sijler \ calling her Atheijly Fool, Sot^^ 
and moft abominable Creature ; andinjhort^ alt 
the Names of that kind he could think of 

Whca 
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Whcf! be haffipcnt forne Admiration iiv his Waj% wfp* . 
onthePittkuIat^, wc rcncw^ the Difcoorfc, andiyutf 
Diilogue went oii thus. Ifpokefirft, andfaid, 

Dear Sit^ do not be in a Paffion at her, &e is[ a rafli 
young Body; 

85r Keh, Not \h ^ P^tm att her, Bf other ! Vi^ho can 
forbear ; was ever fuch unaccountable Folly I' Troqb^e 
not yourfelf about iV HI fend her home to yod again^ 
witb a Vengeatiee. 

Hujh. IwiOt much mtherto havt bet come Ivome 
with Repentance* 

S\v Rich. Thirt fa* neither hi your Power to wotk^ 
npf in bers to ad, 'tyi he that g^ve hel* too much Wit^ 
give$ her more Grace. But d( alt the Creatures tha^ 
ever I met Irith^l bev^ikw her t^l ; why &e » 
worfethaiilam. ^ ^ 

Ht^. TTiat Senfe yott have ef your own being f^ 
bad*, Siir Ritbard, Witf one tim^ or odver be a Means ti> 
make you better than perhaps you ever think you ean be» 

W A/VA. Why, tho*; flieis an atlieiftlcal tfntat^Ht 
CftMure KJerftir, ahd ha$ no Senfe <ff GOD 0tDeif&; 
cah (h^ eter Kke % RtKband the worfe for being tetter 
thin herfelf K Why fhe is worfb- than Nature can maktb' 
her, (he muft'be pofieft*d with the Devil. 

fftf^/No, Sir Richard^ (he is rifot fo bad as that, 
Ihope ; ihe did not feparate about the Mattcr^f Reli*^ 
gion i it fhuft be t*othfer Breach Aout theGUrdcn. 

'Sir R/V*. No, no, its aH'about your being irUgiouS, (htt 
©wns it herfelf; 'tis the only honcft Thing ft\e has been 

fjuilty pf ; bcfides, the other was fiich a foolifli ridicu- 
ou^ Trifle, ihe wasaftam'd to pretend to part with her 
Hufband upon it; *twas att, ihe fays, about yourbreak.-^ 
ing from her one Night to go down to Prayers, wher> 
(he defired you to (lay with her, and let them alone. 

Nu/b. KtWnk (he (hould much rather he a(hamed 
©f that, than have' told it. 

Sir McL I think fo too j but (he Hi of another Opi^ 
i^on^ U fecms* 
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Hi^i Ii^Bti<<KTyEfGr b«r» and forry for the Breadi 
beiwcea^ us I imd, a^i iai4 Mon^ I w<^I4rdo anjr 
thing in tbt World la pi4 aa end to it } tliat u, anyv 
thing that I oin do with S^i0foAion,eMii/Cio|i^ience| 
and a R^erve U> my known Doty. 

Sir RiA. Pray wliat^P yo^ ctMvf to,^o^ 9V>s.yp« 
in^^wiy MttbodiahOttt it^ . . \ 

i/^^ None at jJi* I 4id^K)^fomuch|w knwrwhc;^ 
,(he was, till (he fent one of yovr Servan(fiand my t^idy 
—*-*••» WonMtn.ti) fefech iitr JUi^ end Cloaths; 
' Sir fii£/(» And did (he Tend no Mefiage t6 yon, ,nor 
bid them 4afceai^Neli^e of hetf being at my Houfe \ 

M^^ N0I Af leaiH Word^ I afiire you, My more 
thrni'if (hehad tiot^knowii^ni^r 

^t^tldck* She i^iaa ArangeFufy,fisre: Btttw))at did 
you refoive on before I (aw yod tn the Morotog \ 

Mt^ I r^vcd 'to g^ and fte he?) and try» if by 
any MethM in the Woridi I eonli prevail 00 her to 
coese th{»i»e agpin. ' 

* StCfjRwk Ytw don't know my Srfter^ I find i 1 cin 
aSbre tyw^ that is n«trthe way ^ deal with- ber 1 flie 
wouM biit ba^e de^fed aH your Submiffensi if voia 
will^lejt M^manage W^ Ihave known her longer than 
you, PU bring her ^QA-betttv-Ten^riV engage; 

HmflK I:wi(h yeiKOiikli Sir /i/^iMm4' any jreafoni* 
ble and mild Way. 

Sir RiA. If yoa will butkeep amif from her, and 
not follow her, to-foHcit ber Return, I'll engagrl bring- 
herWfoltctt youf« 

H^ I< am" obliged to go to Lmirn^ Sir Ricbord^ , 
for a Month, but I am vefy loih to go before I am 
reconciled to her. 

Sir Rick By all means go^ and l<fiive the reft to me. 

Thus 1 have given you a melancholy Actoont of the 

Affairs of my Family; I am come away, no Body knows . 

I-am come to Ltuukftlmt the Nurfe and another Ser* 

vant i aad Sir Richard, is to manage my Wife as he-- 

' . thinks. 
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thinks fit. How I {ball And MUtters at my Return I 
kiK>w not, but it is ^ grear ASIi<Sii<Ht to me to be here 
all this while, and bear nothing of .ber, any morr thaa » 
if I had no Wife,^ I mean from bccfelf : I have twaChil- 
dren ; tis true, ihey are too young to know arty thing ; . 
but all the Houfe f^eems abandon'd and going to Ruin. 

C/V. Well, I am perfuaded ^vt Ridntrd bat put you . 
in the right Way. • i 

Fr, How do you mean ? 

C//. Why not to fee«i to feek after jhcr, but le*v€ 
her to come to hetfelf gradually ; I dare fay you will 
find it all wear off 5 like Children, who fancy them- . 
felves not well ; do but whine over them, and haftd . 
them to Bed, and they will.be as ftck as they^ pretended * 
to be. 1 entreat you to be rul'd by SirSuhardy kther 
alone, fhe wall f0o«t chjuigehorMind. 

Fn Indeed 1 have le^ ijt fdlto him ;; be is her own 
Brother. Bv^ I can't bjs^r toiS^ht her for all that. 

Cit. You gave a ftrange Account of his Diicourfc a*- 
bout Religion and his own Wickednefa ; i have a .great 
Optfilonthat Gentleman will, fomeiimcKKoiber^ be; 
axcfcrm'd Maii.s 

/Vt Indeed, Co have I ; and diq^d uponil^tf he is,, 
he will be a very bright Chrifiiaii» he is a very bright 
Man ^ he is of an excellent Tempec* nicely toneft, 
unfelgnedly fmcere, and wants nothing that Nature cam 
furnifti him with towards a Change: And if GOD 
fbould work upon bim, he wiU be a Miracle of Grace, 
and will fet all round him at gaze ; fuch a Sinner brought . 
to Repentance^t woqld make Joy in Heaiuen, and Joy 
on Earth at the faqjte tit^e. . 

Cit. I have but one Requefito you ajbout h'un. 
Fr. What's ^at? 

Cit. Do not fail to talk with him ; you know hoMT 
he has befpol^ you, and defices it; 
Fr, 1 do often think of it, 

Cit, But can you not contrive to give bim an Op- 
poKtunitjt t 

; ' Fr. 
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ir* .There's no Difficulty in ft; 
. <iri^ >Then I would do it : How do you know how 
f^.yoii may he made an Ittftrument to do him good ? 
. .fiff.^That istrtre^ and I promise you I will. 

CiV* I have one thing more to a(k ; and that is, that 
you .wiU he (o kind to write me a Line or two by the 
roft of, your Succefs in it j for I have a ftrong Perfua- 
fion it will have unexpcftcd Succefs. 

Fr, Well, Ipromife you i vrill not fail. But there 
is an odd Circumftan^ in my Af&ir, which I have 
not given you an Account of yet, which has happened 
fined myi<:oming away, ariii which indeed I have but 
a^imperfea Account of myfdf, and at a Diftance; 
but it ma^es me very defirous to go home. 
; iGft. Pray let's hear what it is. ^ 

Fr. Why, my Mah writes me W6rd, that he under- 
AmKb there i)as been a greltt Quarrel at Sir Richard's^ 
between Sir Rhhatnd himfelf^ and his Sifter my Wife. 
.. City That is aboue you to be fure. 

iFfi. I fttlppofe fo ; for he fends me Word, Aat Sir 
■MicbardxTotm to my Houfe the very Day that I came 
away, in hopes to have fbund me before I was gone ; 
thafrths m>uld not believe a good' whf4e, that 1 was 
gone ; but that aft^r my Man had convinced him of it, 
herfeid hetould And in his Heart to take Hoife, and 
{m if he could not overtake me : hot that my Man tel- 
ling him! 1 uibd to rideipfetty hard, that it was not pro- 
• haibk ho'fhould 6vertake me, he went away, but feemed 
jfery ciileafy to fpeak with me. * 

Cif, Ic is a gicat Pity he does not wrheto you. 
Fr, So it is ; but thofe Gentlemen of Pleafure don*t 
- care toiake^the Pains to write Letters. 
at Well, is that all ? 

Fr. Ha Mttiy my Man writes me Wprd, that in 
two or three Days after Sir Rkhardhid bfecn there, he 
heard that my Wife was gone aw^y from Sir Richard's^ 
and that ibe was gOnd away in a Difguft. It feems 
Xht Nurfe had a mind to go and fee her Miftrefs, and 

{he 



d by Google 



:: 94 "^ Family InfiruBar: 

' file taktsthetwoObiWrenmthher^ notdoubtihg but 

herMiftrefs would be glad to fee the Children $ and 

away fhe goes with them to Sir Richard* s% whei^flie 

came to the Houfe, Sir Rubard feeing her; began thus. 

Sir Ricb. Well, Nurfe^ what are you come for? 

^What are you turn'd out of Doors as well as your 

. Miftrcfs? 

Nurfe. No,an*t plcafe your Worflitp, I am not turn- 
ed out of Doors, nor my Miftrefs wasn't turn'd out of 
Doors^ neither ; I hope no Body has told your WodDhip 
fuch a Story. 

Sir Rich. Ihy m^ I do but jeftj but this Pil tell 
you in earneft, if {he was not tum'd out of Doo^, ihe 
very well deferVd it, Nurfi. 

Hurfe. GOD blefe your Worflitp, I h<fe it will be 
«U over and well aeain ; my Mafter is sone to L^fuhn^ 
and if my Miftreis would be pleafed to coQie home 
now, mv Ma][ler is fo good humoured a Gende^nan, I 
am fure before he comes again it would be all forgot. 

Sir Rich. Your Mafter, Nurfe I Ay, he is too good 
for her ; ^tis Pity fhe han't a worfe Hufband, and he a 
tietter Wife, then both would have their Due« 

Nurfi. GOD blefs your Worihip perfuadtt my 
Miftreis to come home ; hei^ arf two pretty littfe in- 
nocent Babies, what will become of them i It breaks 
my Heart to think of them, an't pleafe your Worfitip. ' 
Lord blefs us ! How can my Miitreis forget her own 
Children fo? 

Sir Rich. I perfuade your Miftreft, Nurfol Yotir 
Miftref? is a Bn^te, flie*s a Devil incarnate, Til have 
nothing to do with her. . 

Nurfe, Oh dear, an't please your Worship, do not 
fay fo ; (he's your Worfliip'sown Sifter. 

S\i Rich, Ay, ay, Nurfe, } know it, and(he*s ne^ 
ver the better for that neither. 

IHin hifitcVda detp S^h^ awd faidj t^tdiy 
wi are a curjed htUifi^ Broid* 

Nmrfi. 
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/ l^urjlt. But I have brought ^ twaChiUfleo, tdtl^i 
, j^IeaC^^ypur Worfliip; it may be when my Miftitfii 
> ^(99 fhem again (he will be perfuaded. 

, jSir Rich. Her Children ! She values her Children no 

jpocethan if. they were a Couple of Calves from one 

::.of her milch Cows > ihe is without natural AffiM^n» 

Woman, don't you fee it ? If (he had had anyXove 

foT; her own Children, could (he have left them as (be 

^ has done 1 

Nurjip An't pleafe your WoriChip I hope (he loves 
them tho% for all that ; what have the poor fiabes done i 
The eldeft isn't two Years old ; to beiure my Miifarefs 
"4oves them dearly, an't pleafe your Wor(hip. ^ 

Sir Rich. Yes ! to be fare i pray has (he fent any 
. )>ody to (ec how they did (ince (he came away? 
.. Mrryi. Why indeed, ^O, an't pleafe yourWorfbip, 
and W9 all wonder : Bleis us all ! an't pleafe your Wor- 
: (hip, it is a fad thing. 

^xt.Ricb. X tell you, (he neither regards GOD or 
the pevil \ (he neither has natural Religion or natural 
Aff^ioQ; Ibf^doed not. value both her ChiUrea ib 
much as I do that Hound. 

Nmfin Oh! ai>'t pleafe your Worflup, dorft fay k>; 

. ril go and fee my Miltrefs, an your Worlhip pleaies to 

give me leave. [Nurfe offerU^tgo mt9 the Houje. 

Sir Rich. Why,, you qjd fool, where are you going ? 
Your Miftrefs is not here. 

Nurfi. Not here, Sir, for the Lofd'a Sake ! an't 
pleafe your Woeftip,/^^/ ^r^7;jflgf fi^iftrefe ^t hire! 
^an't pleafe yoii.r Woiftip ; where is my Miftrefs f 
She was here ; I hop^ your Worfhip is but4n Jeft. 

Sir Rich, No indeed, Nurfe, 1 am not in Jeft, (he 
is gone, I have ridded myHou&of her, and never de- 
(ire to fee her whhin my Doors again, till ibe has 
changed her Life. 

Nurfe. Where is (he gone, an't pleafe your Wor(bip? 

[Nurfe falls £ ^rying^ and Sir Richard'/ Lify 

hearing of her^ fends a Servant to fetch her and 

ihi Cbildrtn in. Sat 
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Sir Rich,' I know nothing of her. 

This Dialogue between Sir Richard znd old Nurfc, 
has much more in it, to be fure, than I know of yet. 

Cit. No doubt but it has. -^ 

Fr, But my Man writes me too, that the next Day 
my Wife came home 5 at which they were all fiirpri- 
^ed 5 that (he went up into the Nurfery to the Chil- 
dren, and went into her own Chamber, but could 
not get into her Clofet, or into feveral other Rooms 
which I had lock'd up : It's true, I had left the Keys 
with the Servant that writes; but as fhe did not a(k him 
for them, and I had not ordered him to tell her of it, 
fo (he knew nothing of it 

Cit. Well, and did (he not (lay ? 

Fr. No, it feems the Nurfe cry'd, and beg'd of her 
to (lay ; the poor old Woman fell down of her Knces^ 
and beg'd hgr to take Pity on her two little Children, 
and to ftay ; and told her, (he was fure her Mafter 
would rejoice, to hear of her being come again, and 
would come home as foon as ever he Ihould know it. 
But it would not do ; (he anfwered coldly, a(k'd when 
tijeir Mafter would be at home ; and they told her, in 
about a Fortnight; fo (he went away; but to quiet 
the Nurfe, told her (he would come again in two or 
three Days, and ftay for g.ood and all. 

Cit, It is a very odd Story 5 and pray what do you 
intend to do in it ? 

Fr. Do ! I muft go home as faft as I can, .tho* I 
leave my Bufinefs undone, and come again ; for I have 
no Patience to think of my Wife being left to wiander 
I don't know where, now (he has quarrell'd with her 
Brother. 

Cit, Why, what will you do ? Will you fubmit to 
her?' 

Fr» Ay, I'll do any thing to bring her home ; IMI 
go to her wherever (he is ; and if all the Entreaties in 
^ the World will move her, I'll never leave her, till I 
get her home. 

Cit. 
9 
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Cit. You are only the beft Hirfband in England. 

Fr. And (he will be the beft Wife in England^ if it 
pleafes God to reftore her from this unhappy Condi- 
tion ; if (he conttnu€;3 thus, (he is ruined Soul and Bo- 
dy, and I cannot bear to let her perifh, and notufeall 
poffible Endeavours to reclaim her; I cannot believe 
but her PafBon is cool'd and abated before this : per-, 
haps Sir Richard has been too hot with her, and put 
her into a Fret; I'll take the contrary Courfe : 'Tis 
my Duty to bear with her Paflions and Miftakes, her* 
Brother is not under the fame Obligation j myAfFec-, 
tions lead me to all the tender Methods I can take, he 
is not under the fame Influence ; my Concern is for 
her Soul, and for her Children, he is not touch'd that 
way yet : In a word, he is her Brother, but I am her 
Hufband ; he is a Relation to her, but I am Part 
of her; he is of her Family, but I am herfelf. 
And tho' I do not reflecSt on him for want of Succefs, 
for I dare fay, he wifhes well to us both ; yet I can- 
not doubt of Succefs myfelf. Therefore, I am refol- 
vedto.go and find her out, and never leave her till I 
have made her my own again; (he (hall have a Heart 
of Stone if (he refufes me. 

[TheyparU and his Friend fook horfe the next Day 
and went homa ; what followed will be told in thi 
next Dialogue^ 
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THE 

THIRD DIALOGUE. 

i H E N Sir Richard- and his Brother- 
in-law parted, neither of them had enter- 
tained any Notion of what might be, much 
lefs of what was, the Confequence of the 
Difcourfe which the Knight afterwards bad 
with his Sifter ; the Gentleman went away for London^ 
as is cxprefled in the former Part; Sir iJ/VAarrf having 
firft made him promifenotto fend to, or take any No- 
tice of, his Wife before he went, but to leave that 
Matter entirely to him. 

In the meantime, his Sifler having fent Sir i?i£i&^7r^s 
Lady's Maid to her Houfefor Cloaths and Linen, was 
very bqfy in enquiring of her whom ibe had feen? How 
her two Children did ? and every now and then a little 
Enquiry would come in, tyhat did you not fie Mr. — ? 
meaning herHufband. The Servant faid nothing at firft, 
but made as if (he had been bufy about the Things flic 
had brought her, and did not hear ; fo fhe began again. 
Mifl' Well, Sufiin^ and did you not fee Mr. — ? 

[Still the Moid did not hear ; at lajl Jhe repeats it. 
Mi ft. I fuppofe Mr. — ^ was not at home. 
[The Maidy feeing no Rsnudy but Jhe mujl anfwer^ 

Maid. Yes, Madam, I believe he was ^ home. 

Mijl» Why, did you fee him ? 

Maid. Yes, Madam. 

Miji. Did be fay nothing to you ? 
' Maid, Yes, Madam^ he faid fomething ; but I did 
not mind it, except what was about our Bufinefs. 

M'tft. But what did he fay, $ufan ? 

Maid. He afk'd what we came about? And you. 
know. Madam, we couW not have had the Things 
without afking him, fo we told him what we wanted. 

/ ■ M:jI. 
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Mfi. Well, and what fakl bethen ? 

Adaid. He faid, Yes, ye^s, by all means take what- 
ever (he has fent £or. 

Mijf. What, did he not aflc how I did ? 

Maid Nothing like it. Madam. 

ASJi. Nor where 1 was ? 

Maid. No, Madam J I fuppofe he gucfs'd where you 
was by our coming. 

Miji. And was that all he faid then ? 

Maid. No, Madam, he bid us take all we could 
find, for that be was going a Journey to London^ and 
(hould not be at home in a Month or two, and he could 
not leave the Rooms open. 

A^. A Journey to London^ and for two Months ! 
that's odd; what, and fay nothing to me ! 'tis very odd. 

Mift. Harkye, Sufan^ did Mr. — — look pleafed, 
or did he feem uneafy ? 

Maid. He was mighty merry, for he was playing 
withnooe of the Children, Madam. 

\This Jiill made it fvorfe to her. 

This Difcourfe happening juft as Sir Richard was 
come home, he overheard it : Ohj fays he to himfelf, 
now I fee I am rights thefoolijh Creature relents already ; 
Jhe kmws not whatjhe has been doing either to GOD or 
her Hujband. 

As foon as (he was gone. Sir Rithard called the Maid 
into his Room: Harkye, Sufan^ faid Sir i?/V/^^r^/, what 
made you teize my Sifter fo about her Hulband. 

Maid. Teize her. Sir ! Indeed, I didn't. 

Sir Ri(A. Why, ydu might eafily fee what (he meant, 
and I fee what you meant ; you were very right, Sufan^ 

Maid. Oh dear Sir, I ^new not whait to do or fay 5 
Yis pity a young Lady (hould puni(h herfelf fo s 'tis 
plain (he* wi(hes flie had never come away. 

Sir Rich. Then why does not the Fool go home a- 
gain as (he ought, Sufan? 

Maid, Sir, 'tis plain on the other hand, (he wants 
nothing bat to have him creep after her and fetch her ; 
I wi(h he would, 'E* % Sir 
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Sir Rich. And fo you made as if he {hewed no Con- 
cern about her ? 

Maid. Indeed,. Sir, I fee 'tis the only way to bring 
her to herfelf ; 'tis great Pity ihe fliould ufe an honeft 
Gentleman fo, all the Houfe cries Shame on it. 

Sir Rith. Well, Sufatiy thou haft done right, and 
carry it on as far as you can, I have taken care" he fliall 
not come after her; Til fee if I can't bring her to her 
Senfes, and make her go hpme : She does hot treat him 
honourably indeed. 

Maid. Truly^ Sir, we all think fo ; but we muft 
not fpeak. 

Sir Rich. But I'll fpeak, and make her hear it too. 
Upon this Sir Richard takes an Opportunity to talk 
with 1iis Sifter, as if it were upon other Affairs, which 
occafioned the following Dialogue. 

Sir Rich. Sifter, Good Morrow t'ye. 
Siji, Good Morrow, Brother j won't you come in 
and lake fome Chocolate ? 

{It feemsjhe was in her Chamber^ and he went 
by the Door^ andfaw her there. 
Sir Rich. Is any body with you i 
Siji. No, no body but Sufan ; but my Lady is a 
coming, and the Chocolate is juft ready. 
Sir Rich. Well, I'll come prefently. 

{He went up afeiv Steps into a Clofet^ as if he 

Jjadfome Bvfintfs \ tho* his true Defign was 

to have an Opportunity to talk with her, and 

therefore he returned immediately and went 

into her Chamber. 

Si/l. Sufan^ fill Sir Richard fome Chocolate. 

[He takes it, and drinks. 
Sir Rich. Come Sifter, won't you fit down and bear 
me Company; 1 won't drink by myfelf, . that's mete 
fotting in Chocolate as well as Wine. 

Syi' I am coming. {She fits down^ <7«rf Sufan retires. 

Sir Rich. Well, Sifter; wheivdid you hear from fw 

Brother? SiJi. 
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Stji. I hear from him! I han't heard a Word from 
him, and care not if I never hear from him more. 

.Sir Rich, Don't fay fo, Sifter, Tm fure you don't 
fpeak as you mean. 

Siji. Don't I, but I do tho'. 
Sir Rich. »Well, but han't he fent to know how you 
do? 

SiJi. No, indeed, he don't think it worth his while. 

Sir Rich, Well, but did you tell him you were here I 

Si/}. No, not I. 

. Sir Rich. Very well; then how Ihould you hear from 

him, when you did not let him know where you were i 

That^s clever enough, 

SiJl. He ne'er troubled his Head to enquire. . 
Sir Rich. That's to fay. Sifter, he did not fend the 
Bellman up the Town and cry you j what would you 
have the Man do ? I remember you told me you came 
away in a HufF, and never bid him Good-b'ye. 

&ijt. Well, what if I did ? Is there an End of' it ? 
Is there no Concern due to a Wife when (he is provo- 
',ked to do herfclf Juftice ? 

Sir Rich. But Sifter, if I remember right, you tdd 
me too, that he ufed all the Perfuafions he could to 
have youitay at home ; and that when he faw you rc- 
foluteto go, he afk'd you if you would not let him 
know whither you. went? You tpld him No, you 
. would not ; and afk'd what he had to do with that ? 
- SiJl, Well, I didfo : What then ? 

Sir Rich. And that then he afk'd you very kindly, 
if you would not let him come and fee you ? And you 
faid, No^ noy don't trouble yourfelf to come after me, 
I defire none of your Company. 

SiJl. Well, I did fay fo \ what do yon infer from al 
that ? 1 was in a Paffion perhaps, what then ? 

Sir Rich. Why, either you were in Jeft, Sifter, or 
you were in Earneft/ 

. '&ifl. Well, wheiherl was in Jeft or Earneft, I/cc 
he tak«s it in Earneft. 

E 3 Sir 
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Sir Rich. Why truly. Sifter, when a Woman goes . 
away from her Hulband, moft Folkt will be apt to 
think (he is in earneft, for 'tis an ugly ill-natur'd Jeft. 

Siji. Truly I was in very good eameft. 

Sir Rich, And he has been very obedient, it feems ; 
for you fay he has not come nor fent after you. 

Sijl. "No indeed, not he. / 

Sir Rich, Why no, you could not expe<3 it 5 befides 
how (bould he fend after you, when you acknowledge 
he does* not know where you are. 

Siji. Tesi y£Sy he knows where I am well enough* 

Sir Rich, How is that ! What have}t)u fent him wrd 

Si/f, No, indeed, not I, 

Sir Rjch. Nay, if you bad, I know noiiarra there 
would have been in it; only that I (hould have thought 
you had a£ted a wifer Part in that, than I think yciu 
did in coming away. 

SiJl. But you could not have believed fuch a thing of 
one that you call Siiler ; do you think fucb a Meannefs 
of Spirit is in the Blood of your Family ? 

Sir Rich, Why truly, Sifter, we are a hot, paffionate 
Brood, that is true indeed ; but I muft tell you for my 
own part, my being fo violently paffionate if one of 
the things that I as much hate myfelf for, as for any 
thing I have about me ; and I have often thought, that 
one time or other that furious Temper of mine will 
bring me to Ruin, force me to commit Murder, or do 
- fome Mifchief or other, that will make me miferable 
all the Days 6f my Life : I heartify wifli none of my 
Relations would give way to their Rage, as I Tiave 
done, GOD forgive me. 

SiJi, Well, I hope you will govern your Temper, 
for all that, tho' I can't mine. 

Sir Rich. B«t Sifter, you muft govern your 'X^m^ti 
$00, or elfe you may ruin yourfelf as well as I. 

Sifl, Nay, I have done that already. 

Sir Rich, 1 hope nor. Sifter ; I would fain have you 
think a little, and put an end to this Breach with your 

Huf. 
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Hufband ; certainly you cannot have bad Reafon tQ 
carry it fo far. 

Sift. What are you on bis Side already ? I fuppofe he 
has fent fomebody to tell his Tale for him. 

Sir Rich. No, really. Sifter, I take the Story from 
nobody, but from your own Mouthy and juft as you 
tell it yourfelf i and fure you would not tell it to your 
own Difadvantage* 

Sifi. I told you nothing but what was true.. 

Sir Rich. I confefs I doubted it. 

Si^. Why {hould you do fo, do I ufe to fpeak untrue ? 

Sir ^V^. No, Sifter, but really I fancied you laid 
more agaioft yourfelf than was your due j for I ccmiIcI 
not think it was poffible you could part with your Huf- 
band upon fuch Trifles, as you fay you did s and from 
flich a Hufband too as I think he is. . 

Sift. WeWy you muft believe what you oleafe, but I 
£d for alt that. 

Sir Ri^k. Why then you aded about two Degrees 
worfethan a Madwoman.. 

Sift. Why (oi 1 am not in a Condition to go td 
Bealami at leaftl do not fee it. 

Skt Rich^ Why truly, Sifter, if fuch a Caufe fliould 
come before us at the Qyarter-Scifions, I muft own, 
that as there is no Law to punifti bad Wives, and fu^ h 
a Cafe as yours is was fcarce ever heard of, I (hould 
certainly move my Brother Juftices to vote it Lunacy^ 
and commit the Woman to Bedlam. 

Siji. You would be very unjuft then. 

Sir Rich. Indeed I think not. Sifter; I hope yoii 
Jon't take my FUinnefs amifs ? • 

SiJi. No, not I ; but I think you are a little partial. 

Sir RSch. Nay, there you wrong me too ; how catt 
I be partial I I take the Story only as you tell it. 

SiJi. Becaufe ydu cenfure me, as if 1 was in the Fault. 

Sir RJch. That's becaufe I am impartial; Nay, *ti$ 

a Proof of my being fo ; it can't be fuppofed I would 

give my Opinion againft my own Sifter, if I was not 

K 4 im^ 
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impartial ; it is a ftrong Argument that the Rcafon and 
Nature of the Thing is againft you, when I am con- 
vinced of the Fault's being in you, by the very things 
you fay in your own Vindication. 

Sijf. But there may be Faults on both Sides, Brother. 

Sir Rich. Let whofe will be the Fault, yours is the 
Folly ; for as a Man cannot put away his Wife, but for 
the capital Crime of Adultery j fhe muft be a great 
Fool that will put herfelf away, when (he is guilty of 
no Fault at all. 

5//?. I put myfelf away ! You miftake me, I retire 
from an unreafonable burthenfome Humour. 

Sir Rich. We will talk of that afterwards. Sifter, if 
you will ; but I would fain convince you, if you will 
give me Leave, of one Miftake in your Condua, which 
perhaps you are not fenfible of. 
- Siji. What is that ? 

Sir Rich. Why it is this ; that as there is no Rgle in 
God's Law to dire£^ a WomaA, upon what Occafions 
fhe may part from her Huft)and, the Law of the Man 
being fuppofed to ftand for both j fo there is a manif^ft: 
Difference between^ the Cafes; and a Woman cannot 
part with her Huft}and, but with a greater Difadvan- 
tage to herfelf than it is to the Man to put her away. 

Sift. Why fo, pray ? 

Sir Rich. The Cafe is plain; the Woman's parting 
/rem her H4ift)and is eafier to do, but liable to more Ha- 
zards when done: i. It is eafier to do\ if a Woman re- 
folves to part with her Hufljand, (he has nothing to do 
i>ut to open the Door and go out ; he can neither by 
Force nor by Law prevent her, nor fetch her home 
again : But if the Man refolves to put his Wife from 
liim, he can do it no Way but by a formal Frofccu- 
tion ; if he bi<b her be gone, fhe may anfwer Ihe won*t 
f o ; if he forces her out, (he may come in again ; nay 
the Law will force him to take her in^ till he has made 
his turning her out legal, 

, - Si/?. 
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Sift. So therij you think we have the Advantage 5 
but you Men have Ways enough to be even with us. 
- Sir Rich, For the 2d, the Turn is on our Side : As 
the DifEcuhy is on the Hufband's Part, the Scandal is 
on the Woman's j for as it is very well known fhe can- 
not be forced away but for Adultery, fo it is prefently 
taken for granted Ihe is guilty, if me is gone. 

Sift. What! tho* fhe goes by her Choice, not by his 
Force ? • 

Sir Rich. Who will know the Particulars, compared 
to the Number that will know the General ? every bo- 
^dy knows in general that they are part^d^ but not one 
in fifty will enquire into, or hear of the Merits of the 
Caufe between the Woman and her Hufband j or arte 
VihttYitx flje went away^ or he fent her away* 

Sijl. It is true, the Difadvantage is of our Side ; but 
what's this to my Cafe I 

Sir Rich. Truly, Sifter, it applies very aptly thus ; 
{vi%.) That then a wife Woman (hould never part from 
her Flufband, but upon the greateft Neceffity, and with 
themoft juftifiable Reafons in the World, 

SiJl. I don't know but you may be in- the right in 
that i but I don't know that it touches my Cafe 5 for 
I do not know that this will be called a Parting ffom my 
Hufband for good and all. 

Sir Rich. It is not the Time' will alter the Crime ; 
no, nor will it remove Scandal, Sifter ^ it is that I am 
arguing upon» 

Sifi. Nay 9 I don't know for what Time it may be 
neither, if he carries it thus. 

Sir Rich. Why, how does he carry it ? I don't fee 
he minds you 5 he leaves you to your own Courfe, - 

5j/?. That's true, I am come away, and he troubles 
not his Head about it, as I fee, nor intends'to trouble 
himfelf ! fo ^e are not likely to come together again 
in hafte. 

Sir Rich. Trouble himfelf [ No indeed ; and, as I 

bear> he refolves never to trouble bis. Head about you 

. ^ 5 . *&^"^» 
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again, unlefs you come home as you ought to do, and 
as it is your known Duty to do ; nor can you blame 
him, for you acknowledge that you gave him the Oc- 
cafion : And I muft own. Sifter, that in fuch Cafes^ 
they who gave the firft Provocation, ought to make 
the firft Submiffion. 

Siji, So you would have me make my Submiffion^ 
would you? 

Sir Rich, Nay, Sifter, *tis nothing to me, I won't 
take upoa nr>e,to fay what I would have you do. 

Sift. Not I, I aiTureyou, I'll fubmit to nobody. 

Str Rich, And I can afTure you he'll never fubmit to 
you* 

Sift. Are you furc of that? 

Sir'i?/V^. 1 underftand fo by fomething that I have 
feen or heard ? and I muft own I cannot blame him \ I 
think I fliould do juft the fame. 

Siji. I told you that you were partial, you ai'e fo, 
merely as a man. 

Sir Rich. Well, fuppofc that; we have the Laws of 
QoD on our Side ; you are commanded to fubmit. 

Siji, I would not have you enter upon that Dif- 
courfe, you will claim niiore for the Meirthan you will 
pra6tife as a kind Huft>and. 

Sir Rich. I am not talking of what is your Duty as a 
Wife, for there. Sifter, you muft . acknowledge you 
are quite wrong; but I am really concern'd fotyowt 
own fake, your Intereft, y^^*^ Eafe, your Reputation ; 
I wifli you would think ot thofe things, for they are all 
going to wreck. 

St/i. What can I do in any of them ? What can a 
Woman do with a crofs Huft)and ? ^ 

Sir Rich, If every Woman that had a crofs Huft>and, 
or every Man that had a crofs Wife, fhould come away 
from them, what think you would become of the World i 
Befides, my dear Sifter, fliall I a(k you a plain Queftion ? 

Sifi, You know you may ufe your Freedom. 

Sir Rich. Can you lay your mnd upon your Heart, 
and fay you have a crofe nuiband f Sijf. 
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Sifl. I think him fo to be Aire. 

Sir Rich. Did you ever try to mend his Wife, and 
to fee if that would not cure him I 

Sift. I never told you I was a good Wife. 

Sir Jtich. But I can tell you, that if you arc not a 
gcoi Wife, you ought to be. 

Sift. Let him go on his own Way, I am good 
enough for him. 

Sir Rich. Nay, Sifter, it is yen that go on your own 
Way, the Man is at home. 

Sijf. What do you infer from that ? 

Sir Rich. I infer, that he is where be ought to be ; 
and you are where you ought not tb be. 

Sift. Dear Brother, be phun with me ; are you talk- 
ing from him and for hipi, or is it only an accidental 
Difcourfe, as I thought it was ? 

^ItRich. Truly, Sifter, I will be plain ; Ihavefeen * 
your Hufband, a^nd he has fo convinced me of your 
teing in the wrong, that I refolved for your fa^e to per- 
fuade you if poffible, to afl.with more Prudence; you 
know thcfe are Things quite out of my Way, but I 
profe6 I think talking with you, and hearing of your 
ConduA, has done more to make me ferious, than all 
the Teaching I had in my Life. 

Sift. I make you ferious ! You make me fmile tp 
hear you talk of being ferious, and e(pecially at my 
making you fo. 

Sir Rich. In truth, Sifter, your extreme of Atheifm 
is enough to make an Infidel religious ; why, you aA 
as if you believed there was neither God or Devil, Hell 
or Heaven, and that we were to reckon for nothing in the 
next World that we do ih this ; and tho' Sifter, I am 
a poor wicked, profligate, unthinking Wretch myfclf, 
yet I know I am fp, and that I ought to be otherwife : 
4 But you are worfe than an Heathen in this, that you 
defpife being religious, as a Thing quite below you ; 
Tor God's fake Sifter, let you and Iboth think a little 
what wiQ become of us. 

^ Sift., 
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Sift. Blefs me I That ever my eldeft Brother^ the 
well-known Sir Richard ^-^'^ {hould turn Parfon F 
Why, I never heard fuch a Sermon in the Houfe \xt 
my Life j you neqd i^ot h^ve told me vou had feen my 
Hufband j why if I had heard you talk thus before, I 
would have fworn you had^been talking to my Hufband, 
and he had been preaching Repentance to ypu.5..comej^ 
come, Brother, tell me what he fays. 

Sir Rich. He fays», Sifter, what I never believed be- 
fore, he tells me you are a D^fpifer of all Religion. . 

Sift* Well, what News is that to you ? What have 
I to do with Religion, or you either ? 

Sir Rich. 'Tis true, Sifter, I have heard that Wo- 
men have no Souls \ but I never thought you believed 
it till now. 

Sift. I hate him, and all his religious Impertinen- 
cles 5 you know thofe Things never were relifhed in 
our Family. 

Sir Rich. To our Shame be it fpoken. Sifter. 
Sift, Not at all ! I think ^tis much to our Credit,, 
for then we are fure we have no Hypocrites. 

Sir Rich, Sifter, upon my Word, your way of talk-, 
ing has been the moft of a Sermon to me that ever I 
heard in my Life ; you leally make my very Blood run 
chill, -and my Joints tremble; 'tis true, I have not 
been religious, Gon pardon me ! But I never thought 
myfelf the better for it, or to be commended for it j thece 
is a great deal of Difference, Sifter, between obe that 
negleds Religion, and one that defpifes it; and I doubt 
that is the juft Difference between you and L 

Sift. 1 don't trouble myfelf about Religion, nor d<y 
I intend to trouble myfelf about it. 

Sir Rich. Why then your Hufl^and has not flander*d 
you. 

Sift. But he might have held his Tongue^ and not 
endeavour'd to blacken his Wife 

Sir Rich, Why really. Sifter, you dp him wrong,, 
be is the backvsLardeft Man alive to fpeak it of you.;. 

but 
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but did you not own it to me yourfelf, when you and ( 
talked laft? 

Sijl. What did I own F 

Sir Rich. Why, truly you own^d what I codd hardlf 
believe {viz,) That all the Quarrel brtwecn you and 
your Hufband, wasbecaufe he is too religious i that he 
kept up the WorQiip of GOD in the Houfe, and prays, 
and reads the Bible in the Family. 

Si/l. Well, and fo it was ^ I had rather by half hear 
him fmg a Song. 

Sir Rich. I vow. Sifter, you aftonifh me \ I thought 
there had been nothing wickeder than I in the World ^ 
you need not talk of your Hufband's expofing you. 
SiJl. But I do talk of it for all that. 
Sir Rich. But Til do him.fo much Juftice, 4hat he 
conceals your Folly as much as poffible \ nor would he 
own the Reafon of your leaving him, tilT I extorted 
it from him, by telling him that you told me yourfelf 
that you left him for nothing, but becaufe you could 
not bear his going to Prayers ; tho' indeed, Sifter, I 
always thought you had jefted. 

Stji. Not I, why fliould you think fo? Did yOU 
think I would come away from my Hufljand in jeft ?' 

Sir Rich. Why I thought it was impofliblc'any Wo*- 
man in earneft could leave a Hufljand upon fuch an 
Occafion, much lefs own it when flie had done; and 
when I mentioned it to your Huft>and, he would have 
perfuaded me, that it was fome other thing you had 
taken ill from him, and that he hoped fome time oc 
other you would forget it. 

Sijl. Well, and did he preach a long Sermon to you ? 
Come, tell me what he faid. 

Sir Rich. No j but you have preachM a Sermon to 
me, that I believe will ftick to me as long as I live. 
Siji. I preach ! What have I faid te you ? I hate 
' preaching, you know it. 

Sir Rich. Truly, Sifter, I cannot repeat what you 
have faid i but you have cxpofcd the FoHy and Bru- 
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tality of an irreligious Converfation fo much by your 
Difcourfe, that I refolvc from this time to amend my 
Life, and change my whole Pradlice and Converfation : 
GOD forgive me what is paft ; and if he will give me 
Grace to follow my Refolutions^ I will be quite. another 
Man than ever you knew me. 

Sijl. A fine new-fa{hion'd Cant indeed ! By all 
means, Sir RUhard, so on with your Shew ; but de- 
pend upon it, we (half all laugh at you moft heartily. 

Sir Rich. With all my Heart j and fee who will 
haVe the worft of it. 

5//?. And this is the Effe£l of your talking with my 
Hu{band, is it ? 

Sir Rich, No, Sifter, tho* your Bulband faid fome 
Things that touch'd me very clofe, yet the Alteration 
in me is not from him, but from you ; I am real]/ 
alarmed by your Oefperation ; like a Man that I have 
beard of, who was made a true Convert to Religion by 
feeing the Devil. 
Si^. That's fmart. Sir Richard^ upon your Sifter. 
Sir RjicL No, Sifter, I am free, but I would not 
affront youj you'll pardon the Expreffion ; pray don't 
take it ill, I am heartily concern'd about this Breach 
with your Huiband, and would fain make it up between 
you, if I could. 

SiJI* What would you have me do ? 
Sir Rich. Do ! Go home like a Woman of Senfe, 
like a Wife, and like a Chriftian ; do your Duty in 
your Family, and among your Children. Did ever 
Woman leave her Hufband and ChUdren, only becaufe 
the honerf Man pray'd to GOD with her, and perhaps 
for her ? For fhame go home to him. 

iSj/?. No, no, e'en let him come and fetch me, if he 
will have me. 

Sir Rich. I can aflure you if you ftay till he fetches 
you, it will be long before you get home. 

Si^. And I'll never go to him if be don't, and 
perhaps not if he does. 

Sir 
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Sir Rich.. But who does the Duty of a Relation then 
all this while ? 

Sift, Why, is there no Duty of his Side ? 

Sir Rich. Yes, Sifter, there is ; but he is not out of 
his Duty ; the Scriptures and the Marriage Contraffc 
oblige him to love his Wife, ancl provide for his Wife; 
but I confefs I do not find that it obliges him, when Ihe 
runs away from him, to run after her, to perfuade her 
to come nome again ; efpecially when he has given her 
nojuft Caufe for Elopement. 

Sift. And does he think then, that it is not his Du- 
ty to come after me ? 

Sir Rich. Why, Sifter, Til tell you fo far what he 
fays ; tho' I aflure you I am not commiflioned from 
fcim to tell it you, or meddle with it ; he fays, you 
are gone from him ; he has not put you from him i 
that he is at home in his Family, which is his Place, 
and his Duty ; that he gave you no Provocation to go 
away, and that his Buunefs is not to force you back 5 
that his Doors and his Arms are always open to re- 
ceive you, if you pleafe to retgrn to your Family, and 
to your Habitation \ that if not, he fubmits to it as an 
Affli£tion, but he can do no more, or concern himfelf 
farther in it ; and indeed. Sifter, what can he do more? 
I am amaz'd at you. 

Sift. I believe he will do fomething more before I 
go home to him. 

Sir Rich. He fays, he will do any thing in the World 
that he can do, which is not inconuftent with his Con* 
fcience and his Duty, in order to engage your Affeflion 
to him ; but upon my word. Sifter, if you infift upon 
his breaking oft his religious Government of his Fami- 
ly, you cannot expert it of him : Why, it would be 
retlecutioQ, and he ought to die a Martyr, rather than 
comply with it. 

sift. And am I his Perfecutor then, am I ? 

Six Rfch. Why, truly. Sifter, fo far you are; for 
there are many kinds of Perfecution) befides that of 
Fire and Faggot, Sift. 
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Sift. Well, I have done perfecuting him then, I 
don't meddle with him now, do I ? 

Sir Rich. I can't fay you have done, while you con- 
. tinue in^ a feparate Condition from him, and that on ac- 
count of his Family Orders; is not that preffing him 
in the moft forcible manner that you are able te do, to 
lay them down ? And if he has any Affeftion to you, 
and any Defire to have your Company, as no doubt he 
has, is it not laying a ftrong Temptation before him to 
throw off thofe things to oblige you? I believe you 
cannot fay, but he has been a very tender obliging Huf- 
band. 

Sift, Yes, I can't fay but he was well enough, till 

thefe curfed Quarrels about Religion began; I know no 

good fuch things do in Families but to breed Contention. 

Sir Rich. Horrid Creature ! How can you talk at that 

dreadful Rate I 

Sift. Horrid ! Brother, what's the Matter with yoit 
all of a fudden, you are turned fo fober ? This Fit of 
Religion will be over with you quickly 5 by and by, 
when you come among your Hounds and your honeftr 
Neighbours. If I were to fee you and Sir Charles — -— 
and yack- T * together at the Green Man^ I 

fhould hear you damn and fwear as faft as ever you 
did ; and I warrant you, we fhall have you come home 
as drunk as a Wheel-barrow To-night, for all your 
pious Difcourfe now at Breakfaft. Come, come, leave 
off 'Canting, Brother,, be as fineere as you always have 
been. 

Sir Rich. Sifter, Sifter, you are refolvcd to make a 
Chriftian of me, by making a Devil of yourfelf. Here 
I am your poor wicked, horrid Brother L 'tis too 
true ; and among my fporting Companions, I have 
been the Scandal of my Neighbours \ more abomina- 
ble and more ravingly wicked, than any Man in the 
Country ; I acknowledge it. Sifter, 1 am aflbam'd of 
it, I abhor myfelf every time I look back upon it, 
and, Sifter, 'twould be juft,. i^^y Maker, whofe 

Name 
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Name I have blafphcmed, whofe Goodnefs I have 
abufed, fliould give me up, even now^^ after I am con- 
vinced of the Brutality and Wickednefs of it, to fall 
again into the fame deieftable Crimes : But believe me^ 
Sifter, your telling me, I {hail do fo again^ alarms my 
.very Soul j I hope I fhall make you a falfe Prophetefs 
in that Part ; tho' the Warning you give me, I acknow- 
ledge, is very feafonable : But as I faid before. Sifter, 
every Word you fay is an lnftru(5iion ; and tho* I am 
\try forry the Teacher fliould be my Sifter, yet I muft 
own it is an excellent Leflbn to me, to fee one in the 
World wickeder than myfelf. 

Siji. Nay, if you are all turned Monks and Hermits, 
I muft do by you, as I have done by my Huft)and, be 
gone out of the hearing of it ; I hate fucb Stuff. 

Sir Rich. As you will for .that. Sifter, I only make 
one Prayer for you before you go. 

SiJ}. Don't pray for me, The Prayers of the Wicked an 
an Abomination^ you know. [^he laughs at him,^ 

Sir Rich. That's a dreadful Text, Sifter, for me ; 
I confcfs it'sJurdy^he*fifft*Word of 5fr//>/«r^ everl 
heard from you in my Life fliould touch me fo clofe. 

[Sir Richard Jlarted at thai Scripture^ and 
paufed here a while ^ asifhehadbeenjlruck 
with a Bullets 
Sijl. Dear Sir Richard^ what's the matter with you I 
Will you have any thing ? An't you well ? 

[Shefaw him turn pale ^ and ran to him^fear" 
ing he was fainting. 
He comes to himfelf again, and goes on. 
Sir Rich, Sifter, Sifter, you are doing a Work that 
you know little of. . 

Siji. I don't underftand you. 
^\x Rich. I know you don't;, but if GOD makea 
you the Inftrument of awakening a ftupid, hardened 
Wretch as I have been, and turning me from Darknefs 
• to Light, I hope he will not let the Preacher be a Caji^ 
^way. 

:•- . . . sifi. 
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^ft, I have no Notion of what you talk of. Bro- 
ther i I xlon't underftand thefe things. I fee you arc 
under a ftrange Operation of fomeihing or other. 
Come, let us talk of fomething elfe \ I hate to fee 
you difordered thus. ♦ 

Sir Rich. Well, Sifter ! I hope you will better tin- 
derftand thefe tfaing;s fome time or other : In the mean 
time, *ris wonderful to nie, that an Inftrument of the 
Devil ihould be made a Preacher of Repentance. But 
all fervcs to magnify the Riches and Power of inviiible 
Grace ; 'tis all wonderful ! All wonderful ! 

Sift. I find you are in fome Raptures, Brother* you 
talked of praying for me Juft now, did not you ? Arc 
you about it now I I would fain know what you 
mean, what do you pray for me for ? 

SirRici, I fmcerely pray, that where-crer you go, 
your wicked and blafphemoiu Difcourfe, fo long as 
GOD (hall permit you to go on thus, may have the 
fame ESe£t upon others, as it has had upon me -, *tiU 
at lead, meeting with fome Bodv wickeder than your- 
felf, if that h pcfftbUy their defjiexate Talk may have 
the iame£fie(^ upon yourfelf, and you may be awaken'd 
at the Sorprixe erf" finding fome Ekwiy nearer Hell- gate 
than you are. 

' Sift. What StufPs all this ? I thought we had been 
talking of fomewhat elfe i Pray what's all this to me 
and my Hufband ? 

Sir Rich. It's true. Sifter, it is not much to that 
Cafe, but it is to me : However, we'll leave-that, and 
talk about you and your Hufband, if you will give me 
room to fay any thing that may be of ufe to you, and 
may tend to reconcile vou to your Duty, and bring yoti 
together again ; byt it you are refolvcd to be obftinate, 
what can I do for you f 

Sift, Yourwhole Difcourfe runs as if you had no 
Defign of reconciling ; i6r you lay all the Blame on 
one Side, and he is in no Fault in your Opinion : Is • 
that the Way to bring us together ? 

Sir 
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Sir Rich. Why, if he is in no Pauft, how can I help 
that \ If he is, let me hear it ; I have had the whole 
Story from yourfelf, and I han*t heard you charge him 
with any thing. I confefs, when you told mc your- 
fclf, that you broke from him for no other Reafon, 
but that you could not bear the Burthen of his Formali- 
ties, as you called it, I did not believe you ; but thought 
that fome other thing had happened between you, and 
that you were willing to conceal the true Occafion. 

Sift, What fhould make you believe fo ? 

Sir Rich. Becaufe, as I faid hfor€^ Sifter, I did not 
think it poffible any Woman in the World could be 
fo mad to call that an Offence, which all the World, 
even the wickedeft Part of it, value People for ; much 
lefe, that you, who always paffed for a modeft Wo- 
man, and a Wornan of Senfe, could aA fuch a wiW 
diftraAed Part, as to come away for fuch a thing as 
that, from the beft Hufband in the World. 

Sift. Indeed I have done it 5 I have had no other 
Reafon, and don't pretend to have any other. 

Sat Rich, I am amazed then, SHler, at what you 
mean, by faying I lay all the Fault on one Side. 

Siji, .Why, (o you do. ^ . 

Sir Riih. Well, Sifter, if I do, it is from your own 
Mouth 5 but pray tell me any thing then that you have 
to charge upon your Hufband as a Fault. 

Sift. Why did be let me come away ? Why did he 
not oblige me fo much, as to ftay with me that Night 
when I defined him ? 

S\r Rich, Sifter, if I may take this Story from your 
own Mouth, you acknowledged to me, th^t he broke 
from you but for a Quarter of an Hour, R> go down 
to pray with his Family, the Servants being called to- 
gether, and flaying for him : Now this is the main Point 
again : He believes it is his Duty, you would have 
him omit it 5 his Confcience tells him he wiuji not 
omit it ; his Wife fays, he muft onliit it to oblige her. 
In this Cafe, I think 1 muft quote fome Scripture too, 

IVhe- 
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Whether It is meet for a Man to ohey GQD rather than 
bis Wife^ judge ye. 

Siji. He might have obliged me for once, it had not 
been fuch a Nlatter. 

Sir Rich. Sifter, you and I have made a fmall matter 
of Confcience j but with Men of Principles and Re- 
ligion it is quite otherwife ; 1 frankly acknowledge to 
you, they are in the right, and we are dreadfully mif- 
taken. 1 fee it plainly now, Sifter 5 very plainly ; 
a Man once touched with a Senfe of his Duty to his 
Maker, will, like Daniel, die rather than omit it : But 
you could not fee into the Reafon of thofe Things, and 
therefore took it unkindly 5 another Wife would 
have embraced and loved him for it. 

S^, I fee into the Reafon of it ! No, not I, nor 
don't- defire to trouble myfelf about it : But this I can 
fee, I can fee whea a Huft>and carries it Obligingly or 
BrutiOily- 

. Sir Rick But, Sifter, do you really think that the 
little Unkindnefs you complain of, had it been real and 
:unjuftifiable in him, juftifies your parting and feparating 
from your Huft>and I Can you anfwer it to GOD or 
Man? 

' Si/f.' It juftifies it to me, and that's enough i I am 
accountable to no Body, 

Sir Rich. I differ th^r^from you too-< You will 

find you are accountable to fome Body : But to let that 
pafs, it cannot juftify it to yourfelf, becaufe 'tis a 
Breach of your Obligation, without an Offence. 

5//?. Is it no Offence ? 

Sir Rich. It puts me in mind, Sifter, of what I 
have often obferved in many Families, tho' Inever ex- 
pe£led to fee an Example of it fo near home ; that 
indeed moft of the Family Breaches in the World 
are begun in the verieft Trifles, the moft ridiculous, 
fimple, infignificant Differences imaginable : Don't 

you remember our Neighbour, Mr. Bar / ; his 

father, old Juftice Bar /, parted from his Wife, 

. , ^ ^ Mr. 
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Mr. Bar^'^t*& Mother, about 20 Years before he 
dyM, upon a Quarrel between them, upon this foolifli 
Queftioni Whether flie would not lead him about if 
he (hould be. blind, when he was an old Man ? Shi 
Jaid^ (he would not : And befaid^ 'twas unkind. She 
faidy 'twas Wojk for a Servant : And hejaid^ (he did 
not love him ; for if (he did, (he would not truft him 
to a Servant. And fo one Word brought in another, 
the Devil blowing the Coals, till the Fire of Conten- 
tioi) flamed out : He ftruck her in a Rage : She threw 
fomething at him in the fame Paifion ; and he growing 
furious, curfed her ; and falling on his Knees, wi(hed 
fomething very terrible to himfelf, if he lived another 
Day with her; (he lifts up her Hands and Eyes, and 
fays J MEN to it ; and fo they parted. 
Sifi. I think they wefe in the right of it- 
Sir Rich. Do you fo, Sifter ; I d^n't think you fpeak 
as you mean ; do you remember what fad Confequences 
it had upon the Family ? 

Si/i. I have forgot a great deal of it j I know they 
were a very unhappy Houfe. 

Sir Rich, ril put you in mind of it then. Sifter 5 the 
poor old Lady was a good quiet«>minded Creature, and 
repented heartily of her Paffion, tho' (he was not the 
Caufe of the Quarrel : however, ihe came to him and 
acknowledged her Fault, and begged his Pardon, and 
told him, (he was ready to do it on her Knees : That 
ihe would come and live with him whenever he de^ 
fired it, but was afraid to prefs him to it, becaufe of 
the Imprecations he had made upon, himfelf. At iaft 
fhe died, and . made a very penitent Chriftian End ; 
warning all that (l\ould bear of her, to beware of raifing 
Feuds in their Families upon flight Occalions. The 
old Man had ftood it out againit GOD and Man till 
then ; but hearing of his Wife's Death, and the man- 
ner of it) went mad, and in one of his Fits deftroyed 
bimfelf. 1 

Sifi. What's all this to me ? 

Sir 

^ Digitized by V»00QIC 



ii8 The Family InJlruSlor. 

Sir Rich* I'll tell you what it is to you ; *tis a fair 
Warntngy and indeed an Exhortation to you, not to 
ky a Foundation of ruinijig your Family, for fuch 
little Quarrels, fuch unjuftiiiable things. I was but 

a little Boy when old Juftice Bar / hang'd himfelf, 

but I remember the People ufed to fay, it was a juft 
Judgment of GOD upon him, for the treating his 
Wife in fuch a barbarous manner, for fuch a , foolifh 
thing, that had nothing of Provocation in it ; and I 
think yours is really worfe. Here you have parted 
with your Hufband, and have left your Family, (and 
in Confufton enough to be fure) and all becaufe he 
ftaid a Quarter of an Hour away from you, when you 
defued his Company \ and this without allowing for 
the Neceffity he was under, in point of Confcience ; 
without allowing for its being his Duty to go \ and 
wliich is more, without confidering, that it was your 
Duty to have gone with him* 

Sift. All you . fay fignifies nothing, he might have 
gone away afterw^urd ; 'tis the Unkindnefs of the Mat- 
ter which made the Impreffion ; I hate him heartily 
«ver fmce. 

Sir Rich, Any one would kugh at you to hear the 
firft ; and bate you heartily to hear the laft. 

sift. I can be even with all the World, for Til laugh 
at them that laugh at me, and hate them that hate me. 
I think you will make a Quarrel of it. Brother, what 
do you mean ? If you are uneafy at my being here, 
I'll deliver you of the Burtl^n. , 

Sir Rich. You tnni every thing to fomething diibbli- 
ging, Sifler ^ I do not fay I am uneafy 17/ y^M, but T 
acknowledge I am uneafy /^r you ; if you can't make 
the Diftin£tion, I caa't help that ^ you* know I am a 
plain Dealer. 

Siji. It's indifferent to me. Brother; you know I 
need not he troublefome to any Body* 

Sir Rich, No, no. Sifter ; no Body fhall be trou- 
blefome to me, I will beeafy be it how it will* It is 

' true, 
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true, I was in hopes, by a plain Difcourfe, to have 
pcrfuaded you to a£t a wifcr Part than I fee you arc go- 
ing on in ; but feeing you arc refolved to expofeyour* 
fclf, I have done j tho' I can't approve of what you'do, 
I fhall meddle lefe with it ; and feeing you can't bear to 
hear plain Truth, I ihall l^t you alone. 

Sift. I defire every Body to let me alone. 

Sir Rich, I believe few will be fo much your Friend 
as I have been ; others will reproach you for not doing 
your Duty, not perfuade you to do it. 

Sift, Then I'll bear their Reproaches as well as I can. 

Sir. Rich, Do, Sifter ; but remember, you will not 
be fo well able to bear your own Reproaches, when 
your Confciencc (perhaps very late) ihall come to tell 
you what you ought to have done ; bow you ruined 
yourfelf, your Family, your two innocent Children, 
and yourrlufband \ and for what a fordid Notion your 
PalHons, aflifted by the Devil, carried you on to 
fuch a dreadful Extremity ; I entreat you, Sifter, confi- 
der it, and remember, that tho' I have gone butaJittle 
way in my^&t&xons^J hopetheyjhallincreafe ; yet 'tis 
the Anguifliof my very Soul, that 1 have fiald myfelf, as 
it were, to the Devil, for the moft empty unfatisfying 
Things called Pleafures^ that can be imagined, and thatin 
thcmfclves cannot bear the Name of PleaAires : That to 
gratify the Madnefs of Youth, I have given a full Swing 
to every Appetite, an unreftraihed Liberty to every 
Paftion, and a Loofe to the wicked Guft of an unbridled 
pervcrfe Inclination : If you were able to know how 
ioathfome thefe things look now, when I hope my Judg* 
ment is a little at Liberty to difcern better, you would 
fee nothing in all the Pleafures of Life, but Madnefs, 
Folly, and a making fad Work for Repentance : And 
let me add. Sifter, that 'tis my Opinion, that this is a 
great Part of the un(ufierable Torments of Hell, (viz,\ 
that they fee with dreadful Self- Reproaches, for what 
fordid Trifles, what empty, abhorred and ridiculous 
thirgs they have forfeiteid the higheft Felicity, and 

loft 
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loft thcmfdvcs, Soul and Body, for ever. I atn but a 
mean Teacher, Sifter j you have been a good Inftru^r 
to me, though you have noScnfe of it yourfelf j I pray 
GOD open your Eyes. 

The Sifter was partly provoked and partly afFe<fted 
with this furprizing Difcourfe of her Brother; and 
falling out into Tears, their Difcourfe ended, and Sir 
Richard vf^ni away ; going foon after to find her Huf- 
band, with whom he hoped to have had a long Dif- 
courfe, relating both to his Sifter and to himfelf. 

But he was-difappointed ; for when became to her 
Hufband's Houfe, he was juft gone away for London. 
Sir Richard was fo difturbed at his being gone, that he 
could hardly be perfuaded from riding after him ; but 
the Servant aflured him it would be impoffible to over- 
take him, fo he gave it over. 
The Servant wrote an Account of it to his Mafter, as is 
relatedabove ; and that Circumftance added to his eager 
Defire of coming honie, not doubting but ibmething 
extraordinary had happened about his W ife ; and it was 
very happy that he had theie Thoughts, on account of 
wha^ fell out afterwards, as {hallJ>e related in itsCourfe. 

But Sir Richard^ s Bufinefs was of another Kind ; we 
have feen what Difcourfe he had been engaged in with 
his Sifter ; the ferious and kind Arguings he made ufe 
of to move her to a Senfe of her Duty to her Huft>and, 
to her Family, and indeed to herfelf ; and efpectally 
what Anfwers ftie gave him : How prophane, and even 
blafjphemous, reprefentinga Mind perfedly deftitute of 
the Knowledge of good Things, and of any Defire to 
be inftrufted ; contemning GOD, Religion, Duty, 
the Worfliip of GOD, or the common Regard to his 
Commands. 

Sir Richard W2is a Man as «roid of Religion as could 
well be fuppofed of any Man bred up in a Chriftian 
Country : He was a drunken, fwearing, ranting Gen- 
tleman ; a Man of Pleaftire ; kept his Hounds and 
Horfes, loved his Sport and his Bottle, and had his Com* 

panion 
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pftnions for the Purpofe ; drank hard, kept great Com- 
pany ; and in a word fwam down the common Stream 
of Vice, as a Man that never look'd behind him* As 
to Religion he ufed to fay* he had as much as a Gentle- 
man of 2000/. a Year had-'occafion for; he knew very 
little of it, and minded it lefs ; nor was there the lealt 
Concern about fuch Things to be fccn in the Family. 

But otherwife he was a Man of a clear Head ; under- 
ft«od the World and himfelf perfedly well; was, as 
is faid before, of an excellent Temper, eafily reafon'd 
into or out of any thing ; very fmcere, and without 
ZXiy ill Meaning to his Neighbours; ^beneficent to his 
Tenants ; compaffionate to all ; add charitable, not 
from a Principle of Religion, but of meer good Nature* 

When firft he took notice of this Breach between 
his Sifter and her Hufband, he was extremely concern'd 
to make it up : But when he came to know the Rea- 
fon of it, he was as much furprized ; his Reafdn dida- 
ted« that her Hufband was in the right, that God was 
to be worfhipp^d ; and he was aftoniih'd that a Wo- 
man (hould make it a Crime, or a Thing to diflikeany 
Man for. Revolving thofe Things in his Mind, and . 
being^y the natural Confequence of the Fa)£b, and of 
his Keafpn, led to take the Part of her Hufband ; that 
Cc^<K]uence came back upon himfelf, and brought the 
Co^vi£lion home to his own Cafe* 

Ui^ediately after he came out of his Stfler*s 
Chamb^TvHie went into his own Parlour, where mu,- 
Ang a while upon what thev had been talking of^ 
• Well, fays he, *tis plain my Brother is right, he is a 
good Man, and my Sifter is a Brute to ufe him thus» 
fordoing what every Body muft own is HI 5 DUTY 
to do. While he revolved the Cafe thus in hisMind, 
the Word Duty feemed to bear a kind of Emphafis 
in it more than ordinary, apd hung upon his Lips. 
She is a Brute, fays he to himfelf, for it was his 
DIJTT\ he ought not to omit it to gratify her, for it 
was his DVTT: he muft have aiied againft his Con- 

VoL. II. F ^ fciencc 
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fciencc if he had done othcrwife, for he knew it was 
his DUTY, This followed him fo much, and the 
Word DUTT Jay upon his Thoughts (o much, that 
he could thitikof nothing elfe; and fome time after, 
taking a Walk in his Garden, be began to talk io him- 
felf thus : 

Let me fee ^ ^'j^ft^fy ^*^* ^^^ ^P^ ^*^ ^^^ of this 
Word hUTY\ What is DXJTr? And vf\i^!LSmfeare 
we to take the Wordin^ as it is ufed in this Cafe? Do-I 
underftand it myfelf? Then he revolved it in his 
Thoughts farther, thus : 

Duty is a Debt, not of Money to be paid, but of 
Service to be done. 

Duty is an Homage 5 Yis due from a f^ajfal to its 
Lord; a Subject to its Sovereign ; a Creature to its Ma- 
ker; and indeed from all Creatures to tfieir Maker. 

He halted there ; and with a kind of Smiley but 
with juft Reflection, added, Now I /hail hook myfelf in; 
I need not enquire much about it 5 lamfure I have 
done none of my Duty* 

• / have paid no Homage to him that made me; I am an 
ungrateful^ unthankful Dog^ to him that has given me 
hife^ Efatey and eveij thing I have in the World. 

J have lived as if there was nothing due from me^ be- 
caufe I am a Gentleman. Well, fays he, I love my 
Brother ; tho' I do not do my DUTT^ I mujl ac- 
knowledge he doth his^ and I can^t but value him for it ; 
and that Brute my Si/ier^ what can /he he made of that 
Jhe Jhould br-eak zuith him for that which he does^ and 
which all ought U hlu/hfor not doing ? Fll go and talk to 
her about it again j fure I Jhall make her change her mad 
Refolutien,^ 

All this was upon the Difcourfe already related ; and 
he had by this little Turning the thing in his Thoughts, 
mightily poffeffed himfelf with the Notion of Serving 
and Worfhipping GOD, as a Homage due to him, 
md a Debt moft reafonable to be paid. 

The Power of natural Religion having gone thus 

far. 
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&r, he was prepared hy it t6 have an awefiti Reverence 
for the ferious Part of Religion^ and a Lovct to tfaofe 
that pr«(^i$'d it ; and, as wehavefeen, the Prophane* 
nefs and Wickednefs of his Sifter brou^t hixm to a Hor« 
;ror of her Pra£lice ; efpecially that kind of triumph- 
ing in Sin, which both {he and he too had been aU 
ways guilty of before : *Ti8 true he was not yzt brought 
to a Senfe of the Nature of offending GOD, rebelling 
againft Divine Love, the infulting Sovereign Mercy, 
and a(%ng in oppofition to the Dominion of Grace in 
the Heart :. In a word, he was not come to the two 
grea^ Fundamentals of Religion, Faith and Repen- 
tance ; but we {hall toon fee him advance. 

The wicked and blafphemous Anfwers his Sifter gave 
to every thing that he offered to fay in defence of Re- 
ligion, iill'd him with Horror ; his Soul abominated 
to (ee Religion, the Name and Worflirp of G O D, 
Blade a Jeft of, and the Honour doeto GOD his Ma- 
kei: treated with Contempt ; and yet he own'd himfelf 
to be a Creature void of all Religion himfelf ; it was 
true that the pleading for Religion was perfe6^1y cafual 
to him, but his Reafon told him he was right : And it 
was a Shock to his very Undecftanding at laft to think, 
that he was then (farohgly pleading for what he did not 
pradife. 

.Wherefore it often retorted upon him, even in their 
very Difcourfe, lam telling her of DUTTy what is her 
DUrrf and of her Hujfband doing his DUTY: But 
what is my DUTY? And why do I not mquire a Utile 
about that ? This Refle£Uon brought that ExprefHan 
again froda him, raentbned a little before,' p. 113. 
when he told her fhe had been preaching to him, and 
her Words were as good as a Sermon ; for, fays he, 
Xmi have expofid the Folly and Brutality of an irreligious 
Converfationjfo much^ by your Way of pra£fijingitj that 
I refolvefrom this Time to amend my Life^ &c. And this 
he repeated often to himfelf. 

This I may venture to call a full Conviflion ; and 

(he gave him abundance of other Occa&dns to increafe 

Ft it;. 
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it feveral times after the iirft ; for (he talked (b pro* 
phanely, and had fuch horrid Expreffions, that I have 
not thought it proper tolurquaint the Mouths, efpecialiy 
of young Readers, with the very Sound of the Words § 
'tis enough to tell you, that fhe itruck him with a kind 
ef Terror, to hear her blafpheme and infult her Ma- 
ker ; and he was carried to that length by it afterward, 
as to defire her as civilly as his Paffion would allow 
him, to leave hisHoufe ; telling her very plainly, that 
he could not fuiFer his Maker to be ufed at that Rate in: 
his Hearing, or under his Roof. 

But the good Knight, for fuch I may now begin to 
call him, received a Wound from her in the Beginning 
of his Convi&ions, that had like to have proved mortal 
to his Reformation, and to have driven him back to his 
former loofe Courfeof Life, merely by Defpair. 

This was when (he told him, upon his faying he 
would pray for her,, that he might as well let it alone ; 
intimating, that his Prayers would not be beard ^ for, 
fays fhe, ihe Prayer of the Wicked is an Jhominationy 
&c. See p* 1 13. This Expreffion as is obferved there, 
was a Stab to his Heart, and he ftopp'd in his Difcourfe, 
luok'd pale, and his Sifter was frighted, thinking he 
would have fainted. He recovered indeed, and talk'd 
a great while with her. But thd Arrow was (hot into 
his Vitals, aod the Poifon drank up his Spirits \ he ha- 
ften'd the Difcourfe with his Sifler, and went away to 
have found her Hufband, as before ; and this was the 
Reafon that made him fo uneafy, when he found his 
Brother-in-law was gone to London. 

His Trouble increafed upon him fome Days, and 
brought him to a dangerous Crifis ; he began difputing 
againfl his own Peace, from the fatal Text as he called 
it, which that wicked Inftrudor,his Sifter, had preached 
upon \ and he brought it to this dreadful Concluflon : 

« I am a WICKED Creature^ that's out of doubt, 
*^ never was a worfe, this wretched Branch of my 
<« own unhappy 5 5r£i?/ excepted i WICKED be- 

I <' yond. 
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•* yond others/' And to aggravate his Charadler to 
himfelf, he reckons up its Parts thus : ** lam a common 
*« Swearer^ a common Drunkard^ a Blajphemer of the 
•< Name of GOD J a Defpifer of all Religion^ that have 
*« lived in the OmiJJion of all that can he called Duty^ and 
*« in a general NegleSf of Religion all my Dc^s. If 1 
«« am not included in the Word WICKED^ then there if 
*• no wicked Man in the World. 

*• The Premifes b^ing plain, the Confequence is up- 
*• on nne, my Prayer would he an Abomination to GOD^ 

** Why then, fays he, I muft not pray at all ; and 
** if I cannot pray, all my Thoughts about Religioii 
«< are at a full Stop ; I am juft where I was*'---Anii 
here he mus'd a while. 

^* Ju/l where I was, (avs he, and whereas that f A 
-«* Rebel to GOD, a Villain to -a merciful Creator, a 
*• Reprobate condemned to be fo fttU ; forbid to pwy 
*« to that GOD for Mercy, againft whom I have be- 
^< haved fo wickedly ; unworthy his Mercy) and Chut 
^« out from aikins it.'* 

At this dreadful Period, this poor Gentleman {loppM 
Ihort; and having mlfs'd his Friend, from whom he 
faopM^ to have had fome Comfort and Diredion, he 
came back very melancholy and dejected* 

His Diforder was vi&ble to all the Hoafe ; his Lad^ 
thought him not well \ his Servants thought him out 
of Humour ; his Sifter thought he was angry with her ; 
- which by the way made a doivnright Quarrel afterwards ; 
when the Gentlemen came to fee hini, he excufed him- 
felf as indifpofed, juft fpoke to them, and beggM their 
Pardon to retire ; he went out no where; kept no Com-? 
pany \ in a word, he was given up to Melancholy and 
Defpair. 

It continued thusT-with him feveral Dajrs ; during 
which Time he had no Affiftance but from his own 
Thoughts J however he oftentimes argued ftrongly 
with himfelf, that certainly it did not confift with the 
merciful Nature of GOD, to forbid Sinners to repent, 
F 3 tnd 
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and to forbid them, when they were penitent, to praj? 
for Forgivenefs. fiut ftill as thefe were but Rcafoning* 
within bimfelf, «id here was a pofitive Scijptur^ againft 
him, it overwhelm'd all his Arguments, and left him 
always in the utmoft DifcouragemenL 

PoorGentleman ! He had no religious Education ; na 
Jnftrudions of antient Parents, which lie as a Fund or 
Magazine of DireSions j and tho' they fleep for ipany 
Years, yet often revive to the Confolation and Direc- 
tion of the returning Prodigal \ bis Parents had beea 
all like himfelf, who had bred him up as they had beea 
bred themfelves, more to good Manners than to good 
J'jrinciples, more to Letters than to Religion. Nay» fp ig- 
norant and fo remote had he been led on ftom any facred 
Knowledge, that the So-iplure, which is the Trea&ire 
of Wifdom and Knowledge to the ignorant, the Foun^ 
t^ bf Comlbrt, and the Reftoier of 14f« to the op^ 
preiled Mind, had little £fi«dr here ; he. had but licti» 
of it in his Heady and confaquently little of it cauU 
occur to tiim on fuch a needful Occafiofi. 

However, as wfaea^ COD will fpeak to the Heart by 
his Spirit, he. never wants a MiniA^, h it happened 
here y this Gemlemao had fome iiooks^ but^not many^ 
and fewer ftili of fuch Books as weive fukable to hi«^ 
pre/»nt Purpeie: B^it rumisatii^ upontb^ Things one 
Day in hisQpitt, hefouod an old, torn, dirty imper<- 
fed Book, W4Ht(en by he knew not who, and perhaps 
fcarce ever look'd upon in that Place for atany Year^. 
jmitled, Th4 Excellency und Ufefulmfs of reading the 
Scriptnreu 

I'he Author in pvrfuing his Difoourfe^ tells a Su>ry 
of a Man who was made to de^air even to Rage, and 
almoft to Self deftru<ftion, by reading the 15^ Verfe 
of Ifaiab I. and going no farther, whereas the very 
n^xt Verfe woold have comforted him, and did fo, it 
feems afterwards. The Words of the 15th Verfe arc 
thugf Wheny^u fpread forth your Hands^ I will hide- 
mifu Mynfromyoif 5 yea^ tuhgn^jm mfii^ many Prayers^ 

Iwilk 
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I will not hear ; your Hands arefuH of Bloody Th is put 
the poor Man, fays the Story, intofuch a Rage of De- 
fpair, that on a fudden he threw his Bible into the Fire, 
and ran aboot with his Hands lifted up in the Air, cry- 
ing out, he was caft off, was damn'd, was a Reprobate, 
that GOD would not hear his Prayer ; and.that there- 
fore it was to no purpofe for him to pray at all. The 
Story was fo appofite to Sir Richard's Cafe, that he flew 
to the Bible, and read the Verfe, with four Verfes be- 
fore it, all to the fanne Purpofe, and had almoft fallen 
into the fame Snare the poor Man did, of whom the 
Story was told, for he could not withhold his Paiiion : But 
flopping at the Verfe faid to Wmfelf, Who can blame 
the poor Mart? My Cafe is the fame 5 juft the fame j 
ftnd if this Scripture is to believed. Jam und$ne. 

He kept the lUtk old torn Book in his Hand j and 

tfao' he was und^ an* inexfM'eiEble Concern, he was 

willing ^o know whaf became of the Man, when the 

Story goes on thus: A good M^nifter iatka Neigh- 

bouTh«K>d conoiftg^^to vtfit hUn while'be'was in thiaLx- 

tremity, a(k'd hin* fronts what Qccafion he had taken 

up hi« dfefpairtn^ Through ts ? From reading the Bible ^ 

fays the- Man ; / Ufijh I ^ki^ never fun it. The Bible f 

fip the Aiinifier^ that^& impofllble ? Yes, yes, fays 

the Man, 'twas 6H9n>^read^g th« Bibtq^ It fliaJl neveo 

be faid, fays the Minift^r, that reading the Word of 

GOD ever made a Man defpair i it has awaken'd and 

alarm'dmany a Sinner, fays he, but it always led thent 

by the Hand to Comfort at the fame time ; and I am 

here, fays he, to vindicate the Word of G O D from 

that Scandal, and do affirm that there is not a Word 

©f Terror in the Bible, without a Word of Comfort 

near Hand to it. Come Friend^ feys he, Where did 

you read? Nay^ I know not ^ fays the Man 5 U^t were 

th^ JVords^ fays the M in ift^r ? The Man repeats the 

Words : Very- weU^ fays the Minifter, come let mef^ 

the Bible ; nay^ fays the Man, I have not the Bible \ it 

is burnt 5 1 immediately threw it into tie Fire^ for L 

F 4 could 
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could not bear to read any farther* The Minifter pulls 
a Bible out of his Pocket, and gives him ; Ctme^ fays 
he, let me fee what were the Words you are fo tcrri* 
fy'd with i Look there, fays the poor defpairing Crea-^ 
ture, and turns him to the five fequent Verfes of the ift 
t)f Ifaiah^ beginning at the loth. The Minifter, know- 
ing the Place, ftands up and gives GOD Thanks for 
vindicating the Honour of the Gofpel, in directing this 
Man to quote a Place fo qualified to make good what 
he affirmed in defence of the Gofpel of Peace : And 
pray'd aloud that GOD would open the poor Man's 
Eyes to fee and receive the Comfort from the Promifes» 
as well as to fear and be difmay'd at the Threatnings 
of the Scripture; when he faid this, Comehithery Friend, 
faid he, ]ook you here. Why had you not Patience to 
read on the three next Verfes ? Stay now, and read 
them for thy Comfort, ver. 16, 17, 19, Wajhyt'^ 
Make ye cUan^ put away the Evil o/ywr Doings from bi^ 
fore mine Eyes; ceafe to do Evilj learn to do well. Com$ 
noWf let us reafm together^ faid the Lord^ tho* your Sins 
be as Scarlet J theyJhaUk^ as white as Snow \ tho* thef 
be red Hie Crimfon^ they /hall be like Wool ; if ye be wiV- 
ling and obedient^ ye fhalleat the good of the Land : Ha- 
ving read the Words to h'un, he added, here's Comfor^ 
if you can fay you repent of your Sins, and reform $ 
Ceafe to Evily and learn to do well; the Promifes <^ 
GOD are pledged to you, that you fliall be forgiven : 
and that tho* your Sins be as Scarlet ^ theyjhallbe whiter 
than Snow. 

The Story goes ^n thro' many Particulars, but the 
Sum of it is, that the Man was comforted, the Word 
of GOD and the Mercy of GOD vindicated, and a 
dear View given to every penitent Sinner of the Way 
to Life and Salvation,. 

Sir Richard read this §tory with great Satisfaflion, 
and it kept his Mind in a State of Quiet, tho' not with 
any great Degree of Comfort till his Friend came home 
from London^ of which we ihall hear farther in its time* 

But 
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But to return to his Sifter ; after the laft Dialogue 
between Sir Richard znd her^ ihe had made fomeExcur* 
fions in the Family, that had not been verv obliging j 
particularly fhe had fallen out with Sir RtcharcTs Lady, 
which put an end to their Friendihip, and removed her 
from the Houfe. The Cafe was thus : 

My Lady ■ ■ ■ was a quiet, peaceable, good-hu- 
mour'd Perfon ; not over and above ferious ; but far 
from a Defbifer of Religion ; and fhe coming in to 
her Sifter's Chamber, as foon as Sir JJ/VW^ was gone, 
found her in Tears, as was faid before, when Sir 
Richard left her 5 it feems her Crying was the EfFefl: 
of Rage more than Grief, at what Sir Richard had 
faid to her ; and Ihe falls out with his Lady upon the 
Subje£fof Sir Richard's ill-treating of her ; and amongft 
the reft, rallied his be'mg turn'd fo religious all of a fud« 
den. 

My Lady beard her peaceably till ihe began to banter 
Sir Richard's talking religloufly j when iheenter'd into 
the following Difcourfe with her. 

Lady. Indeed, Sifter, I am elad to hear you fay. 
Sir Richard talks religioufly; 1 think it would be 
happy for us all, if we were more religious than we 
are. 

Si/i. More Hypocrites, you mean j I fee .nothing 
dfe in it all. 

La. I hope not. Sifter; methinks you want Charity* 

Slfl, I hate this mocking and mimicking ; Men talk 
all that's Wicked abroad, and then come and talk Re- 
ligion at home. 

La, That indeed is another thing j but if they were 
once truly religious. Sifter, their Difcourfe would be 
the fame Abroad and at Home. 

5j/?. I hate it Abroad or at Home, 'tis all a Cheat at 
beft y and then 'tis fo unfafliionable, nothing of a Gen- 
tleman ever meddles with fuch Things. 

La. Indeed^ Sifter, you miftake, I have known 
very good Gentlemen be religious, and talk rel 
F 5 ^ ou 
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cmfly too ; and think it beconies thfem very well ; and if 
Sir Richard would be fo, I fliould be very glad. 

Sift. O Madam, Sir Richard fits you to a tittle, he 
has had fuch a Fit of Religion to-day, no Mountebank 
ever was a better Mimicjc. 

[This Jhe /aid with a great Deal of Banter and Raillery. 

La. Upon whatSubjeft, pray ? 

Siji, O upon this Sifter of his, you may be fure ; about 
doing my Duty, and obfcrvlng my Marriage Contradl, 
telking prophanely, and a hundred fuch things, I fcarce- 
inowwhat, without either Head or Tail, but all upon me. 

La. About your parting from your Hufband, I fup- 
fofc. 

Siji. Yes, Madam. • 

La. Truly, Sifter, he had Field enough there, for 
every Body that I hear fpeak of it blanjes you j but I 
don't care to meddle. 

SiJl. If every Body blames me, then I'll blame every^ 
Body ; for what have they to do with it ? 

La. Why that's true ; but they that have a Refpe£t 
fcr you, cannot but be troubled for you. 

SiJl. Troubled forme, for what? 

La^ Why^ Madam, they fey, you parted from your 
Huft)and, for no Reafon but becaufe he was too reli- 
gious for you. 

Sift, And Reafon enough^^ I think; what had beta 
do to impofe his religious fioings upon me?. He knew i 
hated every thing about it. 

Ld. You do not hate Religion I hope, Sifter. 

Sift. 1 hate all Things that I do not underftand ; 1 
han't thought it much worth my while to enquire about 
Religion ; and whea I want help, I can fend to m^ 
Hvft)and to choofe it lor me. 

La. Dear Sifter, Ican't abide to hear you talk fo. 

Sift. I (hall talk fo for all that, if any body enters- 
into fuch Difcourfe with me. 

La. Well, Sifter, then I'll meddle no more witb 
it: But fofryour own fake,, I wiflx fome Body would 

be- 
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bcfKendyou fo much, a$ to make up this Broil between 
you and your Hufband, and that you might go home 
again, and live as you (hould do» 

Sifl. I care Hot if I never go near him more. 

La, I am very ferry for you. Sifter ; I think you are 
murdering your Reputation and ruining your Family,, 
and I cannot but be grieved for you. 

Siji. That's no Body's Bufinefsbutmy own.. 

[//I this Interval comes in Sir Richard again^ and' 
as he was chagrined before^ and now feeing his 
Lady wiping her £yes, he thought his Sijter 
had faid fomething to grieve his Wife 5 an^ 
that made him a little ivarm. 

Sir Rich. My Dear, What is the Matter ? What,, 
have you been engaged with this mad Woman too ? 

La. I am forry to fee my Sifter fo obftinate, and Qy 
hard to be perfuaded. 

Sir RIcA, Ay, and in fo (hameful a Caufe too, that 
makes me fay ihe is a mad Woman. 

Sifl, That is the kindeft Thing, Ifuppofe, I am ta- 
cxpeiSl from my Brother. 

Sir Rich. Indeed, Sifter, 'tis the kindeft Thing can' 
be faid of you j to fay any thing elfe of it, is to fay you 
are poftefled, that you are given up to Satan. 

Si/i. 1 can expe£l no other of you, I find you are: 
a Party, you have been with the religious Brute again, 
I fuppofe ; but it's all one, I'll neither be forced by 
him at home,, nor by you from' him abroad v this is^ 
driving me headlong to Heaven. 

Sir Rich. I wifh you were not running headlong; 
fomewhere elfe. 

Sifl. Well, well, if this be the Treatment! muft! 
ISave in your Houfe, Brother, I'll take San6luary fome- 
where elfe, and fo good bye to ye. 

Sir Rich. Indeed, Sifter, you have but faved me the- 
Labour of defiring that Favour of you, for I defire 
none of GOD*^s Enemies in my Houfe;, you had! 
beci^- welcome upon any otbec Occafion :: I.wifli you^ 

Repen-r- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



13^ The Family InfifuSlor. 

Repentance, and that you may knpw your own \ni%^ 
reft both as to GOD and Man. 

They had but few Words about it 5 for taking her 
Brother at his Word, (he went away the fame Day in 
Difguft ; and not refolving prefently whither to go, (he 
ftay'd at a Neighbour's Houfc two or three Days j and 
once flie went down to her own Houfe, knowing her 
Hufband was not at home ; but (he had a mind to fee 
the Children, and talk with old Nurfe, who (he heard 
had been at Sir Richard's. 

The old Nurfe was overjoyed to fee her, and treated 
her with abundance of God blefsyou^Sy Madam^ as was 
the poor Woman's way 5 and it was believed, if her 
Hufband had been at home, fhe might have been pre- 
vailed with to have flayed ; but (he broke away again, 
though the poor old Nurfe'fell down of her Knees to 
her to intreat her to ftay. 

Being gone thus in a wild Humour, enraged that her 
Brother had, as it were, turned her out of Doors j ftws 
pafTes by a good fober Houfe in the Town, wher« (he 
might have been welcome, and would have had good 
Advice, and went to the Houfe of one of her old Com- 
panions, about two Miles off; who was indeed ten 
times more the Child of Hell than herfelf. 

Here (he told her Tale, and had a She-Devil at her 
Elbow to fay TES to all (he affirmed, and JMENto . 
ail (he refolved 5 that prompjtcd her to be worfe than 
ever the Devil [for want of an Agent^ perhaps) had an 
Opportunity to defire her to be ; till at lafl, (he made 
her fo wicked that (he was frighted with her own 
Piflure, and was brought to refleft upon herfelf, and re- 
pent, by thofe very Steps the Devil took to ruin her. 

It would be a fad, and far from a diverting Story, 
to give an Account of all the mad Steps thefe ^two 
Creatures took together ; I do not mean as to com- 
mon Vices, (he was too much a Gentlewoman to be- 
bave herfelf fcandaloufly ; nor was any thing of that 
kind ever fuggefted, that I have jnet with. But he|: 

Difguft 
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Difguft at her Brother, her Averfion to her Hujtbancj, 
and her Contempt of all that was fober and religious, 
was carried up by the Affiftance of this Companion of 
hers, to fuch a Height, that (he defpifed all Advice, was 
deaf to the Importunities of all her Friends, as (hall 
be farther related prefently* 

This Companion of hers took that common, but 
foolifh way, that many think the beft Method of ob- 
liging their Friends, (viz,) of agreeing and faying 
T^s, to every thing, right or wrong j me had been 
intimate with this Gentlewoman from her Youth, and 
bred up in the fame loofe, untaught Manner ; as to 
any thing religbus, a perfect Stranger ; as to Seiife, 
flie was like herfelf, a Toy, gay, and vain, empty of 
^11 that was good ; as foolifli and as prophane as her 
Heart could wifli. Here {he was perfcSly cafy, for 
no Body was friendly enough to admonifli her, or. 
fincere enough to advife her ; and (he lived to fee, and 
to acknowledge, how empty and inlignificant that 
Friendfhip is, that is not honeft enough to bear, and 
faithful jenoueh to give Reproof. 

This She- r riend, among the reft of her Follies had 
accuftomed herfelf to a moft abominable Loofenefs of 
the Tongue, and gave herfelf fuch a Latitude of ill 
Words, that ibe fcarce fpoke ten Words without in- 
termixing fomc of the other by way of Ornament ; 'a 
Cuftom grown up of late to fuch a Height, that it is 
become the Vice of our Converfation ; while at the 
fame time it is fo fa{hionably true, that People think it 
adorns their Speech, and that their Language is not po- 
lite without it. 

Among the reft of her foolifli Phrafes, flie had this 
in particular, Poifcn it \ or if fpoken of any Perfoni 
pQtfon him, or Poifin her ; this was grown fo frequent 
and fo familiar to her Tongue, that it became the 
very Catch-word of all her Difcourfe ; nothing came 
without it, tho' in itfelf an unmufical, coarfe, and 
odd Saying, fcarce ever ufed by jiny before her : If 
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her Coffee or Tea was too hot, or too cold, 'twas aF- 
ways, the fame j O poifon iU 'tis najiy Stuff. If (he 
talk'd to her Servants, 'twas Poifon them at every 
Word, if fbe did not like any thing : ,So that in fliort„ 
it ran through all her Difcourfe, and yet the foolifh 
Creature had no Thoughts of ill, when (he feid it ;. 
meant nothing, would not have hurt any Body, much 
Itefs poifomd them ; but the Word had gain'd upon her 
Fancy, fhc lik'd it for a Word to be tofs'd upon her 
Tongue ; {he thought it fat well upon her Speech j and 
in a word, (he had let it grow upon her to a Habit, fo 
that it was merely natural to her. Our unhapyy La- 
dy being now in the Family, they grew intimate to be* 
&ire, and in their Converfation (he fail'd not to. tell this 
new Confident all her Grievances ; firft, about her 
Uncle, the good oM Minifter, and his calling all the 
Houfe to Prayers* And you knowy Madam mys fhe, 
boiv I hate their Priijlcraft^ and the wheedling Ways that 
thefe Parfom take to make themf elves the Heads of Pea^ 
pies Families i and to make us think them all Saints ; yet as 
I expeSi to he the old Man's Heirefs^ and he has a good 
EJiate^ what could I do ? Tou know^ Madam, a Body 
would not differ with an old Fooly andfo dijohlige him. 

NO^ Poifon him^ fays (he, one would bear any thing- 
on that Account. 

But then. Madam, yJjy/ ^A^ £^^, he carried it on (b 
Ibng, that mv poor Fool of a Hufl^nd pretends to like 
it ; and when the Parfon was gone, he pretends to be 
Chaplain himfelf. 

O Poifon the old Fellow, fays/be^ what did he ftaj^ 
fo long for ? 

Why, Madam, fays the other, he was lame of the 
Gout, and we could not get rid of him fooner : Nor 
did that trouble me fo much, but to feeimy Hufband 
lurn'd Parfon, and wbineout the Prayers Morning and 
Night ; that was fuch a Thing, 'twould have provok'd 
any Body, would it not. Madam? 

Indeed Madam, it would, fays {he again i Poifon mfy 
1 ihould never have bore v^th it. Truly,, 
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Truly, Madam, fays the Lady^ I did not bear witln 
it long, I tried to break him of it a good while; bt^C> 
when I found it was to nopurpofe, I told him my Mind 
very plainly ; and in (hort,. this is the Reafon of our 
Parting. 

Poifin mcj Madarriy fays the CompamoHj and a good 
Reafon too. 

IFife, And now my Brother wants to have me go 
home again, and beg my Hufband's Pardon ; and be«^ 
caufe I won't do it, he falls upon me like a Fury. 

Comp, Who ? Sir Richard^ Madam ? Poifon him^, 
no Body minds what he fays. 

f^ife. Yes, and my Lady too^ (he has been upon my 
Back. 

Comp. Ay, Poifon her, (he is a mighty wife bufy 
Thing too, flie knows nothing of the Matter 5 ihe on- 
ly fays as Sir Richard bids her. 

f^/e. Now, Madam^ would you advife me to go 
back to my Huftand upon fuch Terms as thefe ? 

Comp. Go back, Madam ; no^ Poifin him^ you ought 
never to go near him till he gives you Satisfa(^iou. 

This was a Companion now to her Heart's Content ;, 
in fuch Converfation you may be fure her feparate Con- 
dition began to bevery eaiy to her, and ihebegan to have 
a perfedt Averfion to her Hufbarid 5 nay, fo natural was 
this foolifh, empty, flattering Converfation of her new 
Companion's grown to her, that fbe began to be infec- 
ted with her Language; and if any Body talk'd of her 
Hufband, or of her going back to her Hufband, fhc 
would frequently anfwerjhe (hould be poifon^ dfirji. 

In the middle of all this, and as if fhe was now brought 
to a rights Difpofition for affronting the tendereft Huf- 
band that ever Woman had, a Meffenger brought her 
word one Morning that her Hufband was come to the 
Houfe to fee her, and was below Stairs *^ 

The Story of the honeft Gentleman's being come 
from London^ his Refolutions to find out his Wife, and 
to ufe all poflible Mekns to perfuade her to return ta 
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him, is referved to another Place \ only it is proper to 
obferve, that he came prepar'd with all the Calmnefe 
and Affe<Stion that he was capable of, to invite her 
home> and that all things might be forgotten between 
them ; and in a word, to do even more than became 
bim, to win and engage her to him again. 

She was furprized very much when ihe heard he was 
below Stairs : And had ihe not had an evil Spirit at 
he|^ Elbow in her wicked Advifer, (he had certainly 
gone down to him ; nay, had ihe done the firft, (he 
could not have r.efifted the laft ; he had refolved to treat 
her with fo much AfFe£lion, and fuch paffionate Per- 
fuafions^ that ihe muft have been a Tyrant to herfelf, 
and a very Monfter of her Sex, if (he had refufed him. 

But in the very Jun£lure this Creature comes into 
her Chamber : O ! Madam, fays (he to her new Com- 
panion, who do you thing is below ? 
- Comp. I can't imagine \ but you look furpriz'd, I 

warrant *tis Sir Richard , if it be you £hall not 

fee him ; let me go down to him. 

. Wife. No, no, 'tis not Sir Richard^ I affure you* 

Comp. Who is it then, I befeech you i 

Wife. No Body but my Hufband. 

Comp, Your Hufband ! Poifon him^ that's impoffiblc. 
Why he's at London^ Madam. 

Wife, Why, I thought fo too j but it feems he 1$ 
come back, and has fent for me; what (hall I do» Mar 
dam ? I entreat you advife me# 

Comp^ Do ! Poifon him^ you fhan't fee him. 

Wife. I think I had not beft fee him j what would 
you advife me to ? 

Comp. By no means) he wants to have you go home; 
he fhou'd be PoiforCd firft : No, no, Madam, if you 
let him have you too cheapo he will make you pay for 
it too dear. No, Poifon him^ he fliould go home ias 
wife as he came, 

Wifu 
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fFift. I am of your Muid, I won't fee him ; bere 
Betty^ gp down and tdl Mr. — — I can't be fpoke whb. 

[Shi calls in the Strvant. 
Bitty. Madam, have thev told you how long he has 
been here ? he has Waited aoove an Hour already \ and 
if I fay you can't be fpoke with, he'll ftay lon^. 

Wife. Well, well, do you do as I bid you, or go 
and call my own Maid to me* 
Bitty. Yes, Madam* . 

[Bitty goes and calls her own Maid \ here Su, 
fays Die, go to your Mijhnjs^ I think Jhi*s 
Jiark mad; your Mafter isiomi a furpoft 
to hir^ and Jbi won't be fpoke with 5 for my 
fart^ I cartt carry the poor Gentleman fucb 
a Meffage^ not I i fo your Mifirejs Idds m$ 
€aIJyoUk 
' [Says Sufan, Fllgo to her^ but IwonU carry fucb 
a Mejfage to my Mafter^ FUaffunher. 
Sufan* Madam, did you.want me ? 
Ivife. Yes, yes ; go down and fee who that is wants 
me, and tell them I am indifppfed, and can't be fpdcc 
with. 

Skfan. Indifpofed, Madam! Why, 'tis my Mafter ! 
I wonder Betty (hould not tell you who it was all this 
while ; he has ftald this Hour, and more all a{one. 

fVife, Your Mafter, you Fool i your Mafter is at 
London. 

Sufan. Madam, I hope you'll believe I know my 
Matter when I fee him ; I'm fure I fpoke to him. 
Wife. Spoke to him ! arid what did you fay ? 
Sujan. Why, Madam, he afk'd me how you didy and 
I told him you were very will; then he afk'd me if you 
were up ; and I told him, up. Sir, yes, a great while 
ago ; and that you were up and drefs'd : Then he afk'd 
me if you were bujy, or had any body with you ? and 
I told him you were not bufy ; you were doins nothing 
but drinking a Dilh of Tea : You know, N&dam, it 
was all true ; what could ( fay elfe ? 

Comp* 
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Comp^ Potfon you^ for a dull Jade, could not you 
bave run up firft, and have afk'd your Miftrefs what 
you fliould have faid. 

^2^17. 1 niight have done fo indeed. Madam ; but my 
Mafter came in before I was aware ; but what could my 
Miftrefs have bid tfce fay i& fuch Queftions as thofe ? 

Cofnp. Why, you Fool you, poifon you^ you might 
have f^d, your Miftrefs wks not at home^ could not 
ye ? You know (he did not defire to^fee him. 

Sufan, Madam, TU ferve my Miftrefs as faithfully afr 
any body ; but I cannot lye for my Miflrcfi. 

Comp^ Can't you, Hufly, then poifin me^ if I'd give 
Six-pencd a Year for fuch- a Servant. 

&ufan^ ©thers will. Madam ; nay, fomc Ladies will 
give Six-pence a Year the more for a Servant dn that 
very Account, than they will for another. 

Covftp, Tbby are ^t for iiothiog, that can^t fpeak theii; 
MiftrefkV Mind. 

Sufan. Madam, you'U be pleaied to remtmber that 
thofe Servants who will tell a Lye iot you wiU tell a Lye 
toyou. 

Comp, 'Tis no matter for that. 

Sufim. Well,. Madain, 'tis my Mislbituiie perhaps^ 
■but I can't do it ; ,and if I'm not fit for your Service, 
I am ht the Piace I'm in, I hope, and I'm: very eafy ;. 
I defire no better a Mtfttefe. 

Wife. Well, what muft we do ? She has faid I am 
well, I am up, I am drefs'd, I am at ieifure \ what can 
I fay next ? 

Comp. Say ? Foifon hlm^ (etid him word plainly, 
you havenoBufinefs with •him, and yoawont't be fpoke 
with. 

Wife.^ Well, Ifet it be fa then ; go 5«. 

[Sufan yW/x a crying. 

Camp. What ails the Fool ? 
* Wife. Go, Su^ [Siibn criesj htrf does mt go^ 

Comp. Can't ye go, you Fool, and deliver the Mef- 
&ge as your Miltrefs ordeis yoa? 

&ufan^ 
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Su/an. If 1 1i9d a& little Re(pt£l for n^ Miftrefs as 
you have. Madam, I couid ; but I can't fee my MiftreA 
ruin'd, and be the Tool to help it forward. 

Comp. You are a faucy Wench, poifinyou\ if you 
were my Servant, Td turn you out of Doors this Minute. 

Sufan, I had rather be turned out of Doors than de-* 
liver fuch a Meflage to my Mafter ;. 1 wilh I had been 
turn'd put of Doors before I came into your Houfe ^ I 
am furc you will be the Ruin of my Miftrefs. 

Wife. Hold your Tongue, and go down and (ay ai 
I bid you. 

Sufan. Indeed^ Madam» I love your Service, and 
will do any thing to oblige you ; but I beg you would 
not let me go on fuch an £rrand* 

Comp* Comc^ Madam, Servants will be faucy, I'll 
go myfelf, I warrant you ril fend him packing ; he 
iball trouble you no more hert . [^Sh» goes dowrti 

Sufan. O dear. Madam, how can you »fe my Mar 
Sm Q)^ [ Suraa cries^ 

Wife* How do I ufe him ? 

Sujan* Why, to let this Devil of a Woman go dowa 
fe he£kK and bully hin^ wh^ he coines fo kindly to fee 
vou r Did not yOu tell me. Madam, that you only wanted 
him to come after you^ and you would go home again ? 

Wife. Well, but ray Mind is altered nowj thatV 
none of your Budnels. 

. Sufan. Such Power has bad Counfel,^ Madam, where 
it is liften'd to ! Can this wicked Woman be fenfible 
of the Mifchief that will follow this. Madam? Have 
yoii not two poor innocent Children at Home, left 
without a Mother ? Han't you difobliged Sir Richard 
and all your Friends already \ and will you provoke 
your Hufband without the leaft Occafion, by fetting at 
mad Creature^ to infult him y I befeech you, Madam^, 
confider. 

Wife, All this is no Bufinefs o£ yours ^ Miftrefs. 

Sufan. It is true. Madam, 'ti# none of my Bufuiefs;. 
but asl^mconse from your Houfe with you*. the World 

wilil 
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will fuppofelhave had fome Hand in the Breach, which 
God loiows I abhor ; and if I beg my Bread, I won't 
live with any Miftrefs upon fuch Terms. 1 wifli Ma- 
dam, you may fee your Miftake before vou are quite 
ruin'd ; if you pleaie to give me the fmall Matter that 
is due to me, Til wtthdrawj and I hope you won't take 
itiir. 

fFife. Well, well, I'll givcyou your Wages by and by. 

During this little Dialogue, the raving Creature, her 
Companion goes down Stairs, and enters into the fol- 
lowing Difcourfe with her Friend's Hulband. 

Comp,. Who wou'd you fpeak with, Sir ? 

Hujb. My Wife, Madam. 

Comp. Your Wife, Sir, who is that pray ? 

Hujb. Mrs. , ^i Richard 's Sifter, I fup- 

pofe file is here. 

Comp, Yes, Sir, ibe b here, but (he is not to be 
fpoken with. 

Hufb. No, Madam^ that's very odd; does (he know 
I am here ? 

Comp. I fuppofe /he does. 

Hujb. Is fhc not to be fpoken with by any Body, of 
not by me only ? 

Comp. I fuppofe the latter. Sir. 

Hifi. Pray Madam, let me afk you one Queffioit 
more : Do you deliver her Words or your own ? 

Comp. Her Words, laflureyou, Sir. 

Hufb. Can 'I fpeak with Sufan^ her Maid ? 

Comp. I believe not, Sir, I do not know where (he iV. 

HuJb. But, Madam, you can caufe her to be call'd. 

Comp, 'Tis true. Sir, but I fee no Occafton for it ; 
I can deliver any MefTage to your Lady. 

You feem to treat me in a Manner very difobliging 5 
but do you know. Madam, that I have Authority to 
command my Wife out of your Hands, and that you 
have no Authority to detain her. 

Comp. I vahie not your Authority; I know you arc 
a Juftice pf P^ace, but that's nothing in this Cafe. 

Hufi. 
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Rtfi. If it were not Jn rerpe£t to my Wife, I 
fliould try it, ^/[adaIn; I have other Power, I afTure 
you, than my own. , f Sufan c<ime5 by the Door^ 

Comp. Sir, my Anfwer is &ort ; your Wife fays in 
fo many Words, Ihe has nothing to fey to you, nor 
will flie fee you \ and I won't have any body feen here 
by Force. 

Hujb. Sufan^ Sufm^ come hither. 

iufan, Vcs, Sin 

Hujb. Go to the Door, and bid George and Good- 
man Page come in. \They come in. 

Here Page^ you are a Conftable, feize that Woman, 

and keep her fafe, I'll make h^r Mittimus inftantly j 1*11 

lee, Madam, whether I can't teich you Manners, whe^ 

ther r do the reft of the Bufmefs I came about or no. 

\Th£ Companion offers to go hack and run up Stairs. 

ConflabU. Nay, Madam, you-muft not to away. 

Comp. What, in mine own Houfe too ? 

HuJb. Yes, Madam, better in your own Houfe 
than any where. 

Comp. I don't value this, nor all the reft you can do, 

Hujh, Sufan^ you can prove your Miftrefs is in the 
Houfe, can't you ? 

Sufan. Yes, Sir, I came this Minute from her, and 

I am fure my Miftrefs would have come to you at a 

Word, if that wicked Creature had not hindered her. 

[// feems he had had an Account from fomebody 

how things weht^ and how he fhould be 

treated^ and that a Warrant from my Lord 

Chief Juflice might be wanted : fo hefurnifited 

himjeif accordingly, 

Hufl. Well, Sufan^ Til deal with* her well enough ; 
but in the mean time do you go up to your Miftrefs, de- 
fire her not to be frighted, 1 fliali give her no Diftur-* 
bance ; if (he would have been pleafed to let me fpeak 
with her, I fliould have. treated her very kindly: Bat 
fincc flie is prevailed upon to be fo unkind, I will 
offer her no Violence, tho' I have Power to doit, a$ 

you 
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you fee ; nor would I have meddled with thi» Fire- 
brand, if flie had not been hxxcy, 
^ Sufan went up, but before ibe came, her Miftreft 
had heard what had paii^, and was in a terrible 
Fright ; there was a Pair of Back-ftairs, and a Door 
at the Stair- head, at which fhe might have got awayj 
but the. Door was lock'd^ and the Servants were all 
fo enraged at her, that tho* (he enquired of them for 
the Key, no body would give it her : So finding no 
Way to efcape^^flie fat trembling and expeSing every 
Minute her Hufband, oi* the Conftable, ihould come 
up, and take her away by Force. 

But he had no mind to expofe her fo much, much 
lefs difofder her ; his Defign being to ufe all the Per- 
fuafions and Intreaties he could, if poffiWe to* bring 
faer to a kind and willing Compliance ; fo he went 
away, and bid Sufan tell her, he would come again 
another Day, when her Surprize was over. 

Sufan delivered her MefTage with all the comforting 
Expref&ons to her Miftrefs that (he was able. But 
fhe had thrown herfelf on the Bed, and would not 
fpeak a Word. So the Cavalcade ended ; her Hufband 
went away, and the Conftable carried the Lady'a 
Companion with him in Cuftody. 

She was now left alone, her Spirits were in a Flame^ 
aiid fhe feemed to talk wildly and extravagantly, like 
one difcompofed in the higheft Degree. Poor Sufan^ 
though fhe was difmliTed, would not leave her in that 
Condition, but fat by her all the Afternoon, and 
watched her all Night ; for Sufan was afraid fhe might 
do herfelf fome Mifchief. • 

But alas, her H6ad ran upon worfe Things ; the De- 
vil had loft his Agent, and Svas now fain t6 do his Woric 
himfelf; and indeed, finding his Advantage, he. laid hold 
of it : Her Paffion, the Devil's befl Handle, and by 
which he takes the fafleft hold of us all, was in a violent 
Ferment ; and nothing was fo horrid. but fhe was capa- 
ble to entertain a Notion of it> and to approve it. 

The 
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The Objc6k of her higheft Avcrfion now was her 
Hufband; the Affront offered her was fuch, that no- 
thing could appeafe her, nothing be a Satisfaction to 
her ; the Sleep (he got gave no Afliftance to abate her 
Fury, but (he meditated Revenge with an implacable 
and an unalterable Refolution. 

While (he was thus playing with the edged Tools of 
her own Pailions, dangerous Weapons they are! the 
Queftion prefents to her Thoughts, what Jhould Jhe do ? 
One or twice, as ihe owned afterwards, the Devil 
prompted her to go home to him, and in the Night to 
fet the Houfe a-fire. But fhe had not Courage for 
that. Nq^ fa1d flie to herfelf, ufing her Companion* s 
wicked WORD : No, poifon him ; 1 won't do that, I 
may burn the Children too. 

The dreaJful W ord which her profligate Companion 
had ufeci without any Meaning, or at leaft without any 
Thougf.i )f Alifciiiefjcontinually rung now ir^herEars;- 
it only wi-.r upon her Tongue before, but the iubtil 
Deceiver haudta it into her inflamed Inclination, and 
placed it in itmbufcade there; it wfts for fome Days 
working up to a fteight ; the Words followed her likd a 
Voice, Poifon him^ poifon him : At firfl: ine ftar ted at 
the Suggeftion, and Teemed frighted at the Thoughts of 
fuch a horrid Thing; but he that fet it at work,- ply'd 
it fo clofe, that ihe thought ihe heard no other Sound 
for fome time, but that, Poijon him^ poifon him ; and as 
her wicked Companion had made the ugly unfounding 
horrid Word familiar to her, fo her new Tempter began 
by -degrees to make the Fa£t familiar to her alfo : And 
iirft fee por*d upon the Praflicablenefs of the Thing ; 
her Head ran Night and Day upon the Methods of do- 
ing it, and of concealing it ; ibe found all eafy enough ; 
he that prompted her to do it, prefented her with a great 
Variety of pra£lioable Schemes ; fo that finding no great 
Difficuky in the Thing, and that it would, as ihe fup- 
pos'd, anfwer her End, ihe came to a Point ; and in a 
word, ihe took up the horrid Reiblutioa to P07£0iV 
her Hufband^ It 

Digitized by V^OOQlC 



144 ^^^ Family InftruSior. 

It was not long after (he had refolved upon this horrid 
Fafl, that (he prepar'd for the Exccutioij : " And one 
'* Morning (he calls her Maid Sufan^ and with a moft 
** compleat Face of Hypocrify tells her, (he had confi* 
** dered her Circumuances, and found Things were 
•* run to fuch a Height, that truly (he was loth all the 
^< Fault of ruining the Family (hould lie upon her ; and 
*« -(he could find in her heart, if her Hu(band and (he 
*' could come to any rekfonable Conditions, that (he 
«f might be fatisfied fliefliould not be ill ufed after it, 
*' (he would go and live at home again.*' 

O MzAzm^fays Sufan^ if God would put it into your 
Heart, I dare fay my Mafter would do any thing you 
ihould defire of him* 

And will you go to him, Sufaity and tell him I defire 
to fpeak with him ? 

Yes, Madam, with all my Heart ; I am fure he will 
come. 

Well, Sufan^ To-morrow Morning you (hall go. 

Sufan rejoices, and was (b elevated with the 
Thoughts of it, that &e did nothing but cry for Joy all 
that Afternoon ^ but little did the poor Wench ima- 
gine that (he was to be the Inftrument of the Devil, to 
betray an innocent Gentleman to be murdered. 

At this Meeting, and under the Colour of this Treat)^, 
did this enraged Woman wickedly refolve to give her 
Hu(band Poifon in a* Hxtb^oi Chocolate ; and it feems 
had furni(hed herfelf with the Materials for that Pur* 
pofe. 

It is hardly poffible for any one that has not been 
engaged in fuch dreadful Work as this, toexprefi, or 
indeed to conceive, the Horror and Confufion of her 
Spirits all that Da^, and all that Night ; neither her 
Reafon or her AffeQion, nor the natural Pity of a 
Mother for her Children, or the Tendcrnefs of her 
Sex as a Woman, took any place with her ; but (he 
went to Bed, nay and to Sleep, with the hellilh Re* 
folutioa of dcAroying her Hu(band \ and was fo far 
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guilty of intentional Murder,, as \t is poiEbteforany 
one to be that had not actually made the Attempt. 

She had not been long afleep, butlier difturb'd Ima- 
gination working ftrll upon the fame Subjei^, (he 
dreamt herfelf into the very Faft. 

She dreamt that her Hufband came to her, accord- 
ing to the Meffage flie had fent by Sufan ; that fce 
entertained him with a Shew of Tenderncfs and Kind- 
nefs ; that h? kified her, and told her, he was very 
forry fhe would not fee him laft time he came ; that 
he had refolved to be reconciled to her, and that the 
Terms (hould be her own, for he could have no Com- 
fort or Satiafaftion without her ; that if {he was of- 
fended he would afk her Pardon ; atid would abate all 
Acknowledgment on her Part. 

In her very Dream, fhe fancied her Confcience re- 
proached her with the Reflexion upon her vVicked Re- 
folution; and bad her a(k herfelf how fhe could be fo 
treacherous to one,' that, after all fhe had done, treated 
her in fo obliging a manner. 

Yet it feems fhe got over ft all, for though fhe did not 
dream of her actually giving him the Poifon, arid his 
drinking it; yet, at fome diftance of Time, y^r Jhe 
awaked between^ fhe dreamt fhe faw her Hufband and 
her two Children lie dead Upon the Floor, and that 
fomebody afk'd. How rt all happen'd ? and that a Ser- 
irarit that flood by anfwer'd. That no Body could tell ; 
when on a fudden, fhe thought fhe faw a black Cloud, 
and heard a Voice as loud as Thunder cut of it, which 
laid. That wicked fVomariy his Wife^ has poifoned him and 
her own Children^ let her be takeriy and let her be burnt. 

It is not to be wondered at if flie waked in a dread- 
ful Fright ; fhe fhriek'd and cry'd in fuch a manner 
th?it frighted all the Houfe; the Servants rife and 
come to her, and an ancient Woman in particular, 
■Chat lay near the Chamber, came in firft, and afktd 
her, IVhat ivas the Alaiter ? When they came in fhe 
was fitting upright in her Bed, but trembling ar.d 
Vol. II, G Itaring 
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flaring in a dreadful manner : However, it being forae 
time after her crying out before they could get out of 
their Beds to come to her, £he was thoroughly awake, 
and had recovered herfelf ^o far as to know that it Was 
but a Dream, before they aflc'd her what was the matter^ 

This gave her fome immediate Relief, and particu- . 
larly it brought her to fo much Prefence of Mind a$ 
to conceal the Thing ; and when they afked her what 
It was (he dreamt ? She faid, (he dreamt her two 
Children were murdered ; which was true.. 

Though (he recovered from her firft Surprize, yet 
(he remained very ill ail* the Night, and all the next 
Day ; and particularly was overwhelmed with Melan- 
choly, fpeaking very little, and receiving no manner of 
Suftenance. Sujan (taid with her, and endeavoured to 
divert her ; but (be was incapable of receiving any 
Comfort from her, and pften bid her withdraw, and fit 
in the next Room within Call. 

In thofe Intel vals when SiUjan had left her, (he began 
to reflect upon herfelf, and would fly out with fuch 
Words as thefe : What a Monfler am I I What a 
Length has the Devil gone with me ! Murder my 
Hufband ! What my own Fle(hand Blood ! Nay, and 
murder my little dear innocent Children ! Horrid 
Wretch ! '7/i true^ I had not intended to murder them : 
But tvould it not have been murdering them^ to kill their 
Father ? 'Tls true alfo, I have not murdered him ; but I 
hzd fully refolvedit, my Soul had confented to it, and i am 
as guilty ^^ if I f>od done it. Nay, / have been murder- 
ing kim thefe three Weeks paji j / have murdered that 
Peace and S ait sf action which it was my Part to preferve 
and increafe to him \ I hzv^ tormeaied and grieved his 
very Soul; I have killed all his Joy^ all his Comfort that 
he was to have had in a Wife \ I am a Murderer every • 
Way^ a vile abominable Monjier^ and Murderer. 

Then (he gave fome Vent to her Paflion by Crying; 
after which, throwing herfelf on the Bed, and her 
Fright and Diforder having kept her waking moft Fait 
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of tlie Night, (he fell afieep, but in fo difbrdered a 
manner, an^ with fo much Confufion upon her 
Thoughts, that fhc ftarted every now and then, as if 
ihe had been terrified with fome Apparition. 

At length fhe got up again, and walking about the 
Room, but ftill confufed with Arange Di(lra6tion of 
Thoughts, on a fudden a cafual ^torm happening 
abroad, it lightened, and a terrible CUp of Thunder 
followed J (he was fo frighted at this, confidering the 
Relation it had to the other Part of her Dream, that 
flie fwoon'd, and fell down on the Floor, without fpeak- 
ing a Word. 

Sufan^ who fat in the next Room before, but had 
come in while (he was on the Bed, ran and took her 
up,- and laid heron the Bed again; but it was long 
ere fhe brought her to herfelf j and when fhe revived, 
file ^t&&^'Sttfan if fhe heard the Thunder. 

Yes, Madam, fays Sufan^ it was a dreadful ThurN- 
der ; and the Lightening was fo terrible, Madam,y2?/if 
Jhcy it frighted me out of my Wits. 

Mift. But did you hear nothing but Thunder, Sufanf 

Suf. No, Madam .; what fliould I hear f 

Alijl, Jfoj didn't you hear a Voice ? 
.Suf. No, Madam, I fhould have died a^^y, Vth 
<ure, if I had. 

Ml/i. Well, but I kiddie away, you fee, for I'm 
Ture I heard it. 

Suf. You fright me. Madam ; pray what did you hear ? 

Mj/i. A dreadful Voice, Sujan ! a dreadful Voice, 
Sufan ! 

Qy this time fhe was morecompofed, and Sufan be« 
4ng inquifitive, fhe put her off 4 I don't mean now, 
Jatdjhe^ but in my Dream. -S«/&« thought fhe talked 
a little wild with the Fright, and fo faid no more. 

But now the Thunder in her Dream came into her 
Thoughts. Well, fays fhe, if I had been fuch^ hor- 
rible monftrous V/retch to have murdered 'my Huf»- 
*band, what a Fool had I been alfo tohave thought 
G a %• 
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to conceal it, when a Voice from Heaven fhould pro- 
claim it in Thunder and Lightning, to my certain De- 
ftrudion. She paufed, and then breaks out again thus : 

<« IVell^ there is certainly ^w^ Mighty Power above^ 
«< fomething that knows and fees all we Ihink or j£i. I 
«< have been a dreadful Creature j for there is cer- 
<€ tainly a God that know$ all things, and can dif- 
«* cover the moft fecret Defigns that we form but in 
«« our Thoughts, and 1 never acknowledged him !'* 

And what if he fcould, by fuch a Voice, difcover 
now that I intended this bloody thing j then I am 
undone, and Ihould be the very Abhorrence and Loath- 
ing of all Mankind. 

She, went on a while in private Refleflions 5 at 
length Ihe broke out again. And is there a God ! faid 
flie. How can that be^ and I yet alive ! IP'hy did not 
that Clap of Thunder Jirike me dead! Sure if he is a 
Juft God, be could notfuffer me to live j I ought to be 
brought out and burnt^ as the Voice faid of me j for J 
am a Murderer^ a Blafphemer^ a Defpifer of Gody an 
Enemy both to God and Man^ a Monjler^ not a Ra- 
tional Creature. 

She lived in thefe Agonies two or three Days, when 
calling Sufan to her one Morning before {he was up ; 
Dear Sufan^ fays fhe, carry me out of this dreadful 
Place. 

Suf Carry you out, Madam ! with all my Heart. 

Mijl. But whither fliall I go f 

Suf Go, Madam! to your own Houfe, and to 
your own Family, Madam ; where you will be wel- 
come, I am fure, and where my Matter longs to have 
you come. 

Miff, Home, Sufan ! How can I go home ? If your 
Mafter did me Juftice, he would never let me come 
within his Doors again. 

Suf Dear Madam, do not afflidl yourfelf, and your 
. imily any more j will you give me leave to let my 
flatter know you intend to come home ? 

Mifl. 
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Mift. Do wh^t you will, Sue. But if I ftay another 
Night in this wicked Place, I ihall be frighted to Death- 
Honeft Sufan fent her Matter word of all \fiat had 
happened, and of all the Dif<»ourfe, by a very trufty 
Meffcnger. But when the Meflenger came to bis 
Houfe, he was not at home : Sufan^ uneafy for fear 
her Miftrefs's Mind (hould alter, packed^ up all their 
things ihcy had, and fending to borrow Sir Richard's 
Coach, gets her Miftrefs, who was now wholly in her 
difpofing, and carries her diredlly home. 

It feems Sir Richard znA her Hufband wefp gone to 
deliver the Wretch out of Cuftody, whom they had . 
taken up, ihe having humbled herfelf, and promifed to 
ufe her Endeavour to perfuade the other Lady to return 
home; and it feems fhe came home to her Houfe juft 
as Sufan was helping her Miftrefs down Stairs. She 
fent dtt^/r word, fhe would fpeak with her Miftrefs 
before (he went^ But £f^ bad the Servant tell her, 
that her Miftrefs had nothing to fay to her. So (became 
away, brought her Miftrefs home, carry *d her up Stairs 
in her Arms, for fhe was very ill, and put her to Bed. 

When ihe had done thus, (he fent far and near for 
her Mafter, but he could not be found a good while. 
whidr perplexed Sufan very much : But at laft her 
Mafter came home, and Sir Richard Vf\t\i him. 

Her Mafter had but juft Patience to hear Sufan tell 
Part of her Story, and then ran up Stairs to his Wife : 
She was fo weak (he could liardly raife herfelf upon 
the Bed ; but (he took him in her Arms, afked him 
Pardon in the moft paffionate Terms, till he could 
bear it no longer, and 'till he obliged her not to fay a 
Word more of it. He told her. Sir Richard was be- 
low. My Dear^ fays (he, lam not able to fpeak to hint 
now ; but tell him^ I am fenftble I have ufed him very 
ill ; and I willafk him Pardon^ and my Lady too. 

Sir Richard would fain have feen her ; but (he de- 
fired to be excufed for that Night, for (he was very 
ill, and defired a little Reft. 

G 3 ; She 
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She was now brought home to her Family ; but as 
this was not done till flie was touched from Heaven 
with a Senfe of her Crime, fo it was evident in her, 
that the firft EfFeft of real Conviflion is an immediate 
Return to a Senfe of Duty : She had broke over all 
the Obligations and Bounds of her conjugal Relation, 
as a Confequence of her Rebellion againft God 5 and 
as foon as ever fhe was ftruck with ? Senfe of her Sin 
againft God, it carried her immediately back into the 
Courfe of her relative Duty. 

We muft now leave her for a while, and go back 
to Sir Richard j who was now as wonderful an Inftance 
of the Grace of God, as his Sifter ; and both of them 
firft touched with a Senfe of their Wick^dnefs, by the- 
Deformity and odious Appearance of others worfe than 
ihemfelves ; that is to fay, he from his Sifter, and hi$ 
Sifter from her abominable Companion^ 

Sir Richard^ as I obferved, had been in a very un- 
comfortable Condition upon the Occafionof his Sifter's 
cafting out a Text of Scripture in her Difcourfe, which, 
tho' ftie defignM in a Banter, was made a terrible Tejtt 
to him, {viz,) that the Prayer of the IVicked is an 
Jbomination : From whence he fell, firft, to examining 
his own Condition ; and with too much Rea(bn, to 
be fure, concluded himfelf a wicked, abominable Per- 
fon i and from thence he inferred that he was forbid to 
pray to God, that his Prayer would but provoke God 
the more, and be an Abomination. 

I have given an Account by what Accident he re- 
; ccivcd fome Comfort. But ftill he was in great Paia 
of Mind, and moft impatient till his Brother in law 
cgme home, who, as before^ was then gone to L,ondon : - 
As foon as he came^ they met, and he unbofomcd 
himfelf to him, as in the following Dialogue. 

Sir Rich, Dear Brother, I am glad you are come ; 
no Man ever long'd focameftly for a Friend, as I have 
djne for you ; I have had no Reft Night or Day, foe 
want of you,. 
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Bfo, What's the matter, Sir Richard/ I fuppofc I 
guefs the Bufinefs. 

Sir Rich. I do not think you do. 

Bro. It.muft be fomethine about my Wife. 

Sir Rich, Not at all ; unleis it be to tell you, (h«^ 
has done me more good than all the Minifters in Eh* 
gland ever did, and is at the fame time herfelf the 
wickedcft Woman upon Earth. 

Bro. You furprize me with two Extreme^ ; I do no< 
underfiand you at all. 

Sir Rich, I will explain myfelf to you prefentiy : 
You muft know 

Bro, Dear Sir Richard^ before you enter into that, 
give me leave to interrupt you a little with my own 
Cafe ; for you may eafily lee I am come back from; 
London^ as it were exprefs ; have left all my Bufinefs 
undone, and could not be eafy about my Wife : I had 
feveral Letters from my Servants about her wild Con- 
duft, and not a Word from you. 1 entreat you tell me 
how my Cafe ftands with her, that^ I may take fbme 
fpeedy Courfe about it ; for I cannot be^r to think of 
being thus long from her. 

Sir Rich. Indeed, Brother, I am forry lean give you 
no better an Account of her than this, (viz,) that Ihe 
quarreVd with me, huffed my Wife, flighted all I could 
fay or do In order to reconcile Things, and flung out 
of the Houfe in a Rage j ^nd which is worfe, me is 
gone to an old Companion of hers, that I amfurewill 
make her worfe rather than better. 

Bro. I have heard all this by Letters, I know that 
Woman well enough ; and having a Hint, that if I 
went to her Houfe, I fcould be refufed the Civility of 
feeing my Wife, and perhaps ill ufed too, I have 
brought my Lord Chief Juftice's >Varrant to force my 
Way into the Houfe, and to take up the Woman too, 
if there be Occafion. 

Sir Rich. That's very right, and I'm glad of it} 

for flxe* deferves to be made an Example, on many 

G 4 Ac- 
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Accounts. But what will you do with your Wife ? 
When you come to ufe any Violence with her, I am 
afraid flie will oflFer you fome very provoking thing or 
other, for fhe is an outrageous Wretch. 

Bro. I refolvc to offer her no Violence, but that of 
Entreaties, and earneft Perfiiafions : Ifflie refufes me^ 
ihe muftbe harder-hearted than I can believe flie ever 
was : ril aft her Pardon, even for thofe Errors which 
are of her own committing j Til give up every iJif- 
pute, and everjr Quarrel ; I'll beg her on my Knees 
to come away, to return to her Family, and be re- 
conciled : ALAS ! Sir Richard^ ^f fi^ fl^^ there^ Jhe 
is ruind Body and Soul 5 her Family is ruin'd, and I 
am ruin'd •, I am refolved to get her home, whatever 
low Steps I take y or whatever Family Prerogatives I 
give up ; I value not thofe things in comparifoo of tte 
Souls of my Wife and my Children.. 

Sir Rich, I hope you will not give up the maia 
Point; I mean, your Family Devotion, and your 
Duty to GOD, as the Head of yo ~ 

Bro. THATj Sir, is not mine 's 

a Debt, and muft be paid ; we 2 is 

Creatures, as Rational Creatures, ; 

we muft refcrve THAT as the j rf 

Nature, tobe p^d to the fupreme I ^ 

by all the Tenants; ihe can't infift upon it ; 'tis not 
to be defir'd w;ithout Injuftice ta him that gave us aU 
we enjoy, and can give us aH we hope for 5 I perfuade 
ipyfelf {he will quit that Demand ; and, except ihaty 
I'll give up every thing elfe to her. 

Sir Rich, Ivell^ Br others you deferve a better Wife, 
J pray God give her Repentance, and you the Com- 
fort of her ; for you really merit all (he can ever be 
able to do for you. # 

Bron If I can recover her from this curfed Houfe, 
and get her home, lam not afraid but fhe will be.a 
comfortable Wife ftill; (he is in herfelf a moft ex- 
cellent Perfon ; and if God flxall ever pleafe to ra- 
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claim her, (he will be an excellent Chriftlan ; flie has 
a moft endearing obliging Behaviour, a bright Genius, 
a vaft Extent of Knowledge, a World of Wit, per- 
fedily Miftre'fs of Good-brecding, every way agreeable 
in Perfon, and of an untainted Virtue ; what Room 
can we have to fear, that God (hall deny his Grace, 
where he has been pleafed fo vifibly to prepare the Sub- 
je£b for it ? I have a full Dependance, that (he (hall be 
reftor'd to me at latt. 

Sir Rich. God grant you Succefs, Brother; when 
do y6\x purpofe to go ? 

Bro, I would have gone this Afternoon, but feeing 
we are thus happily met. Til put it off till Morning, 
when I fuppofe I may find them all at home. 

Sir Richi Who do you take with you. Brother? 
Will you have any of my Servants to help i 

Bro. 1 thank youf Sir Richard^ but I think we are 
enough. 1 take two Servants, and your Tenant Page 
the Conftable, perhaps we may want him. 

§ir Rich, Well, 1 beheve you are ftrong enough } 
pray let n>e hear how you fpeed. 

Bro, You (hall not fail of that: But now. Sir, I have* 
interrupted you long enough ; pray. Sir Richard^ go on 
now with your own Cafe where you left off. 

Sir Rich, I think I was telling you I bad got a great 
<ieal of good by the Preaching of my Sifter, and ^ yet 
that (he was at the fame time the wickedeft Woman 
on Earth y tho' 1 think I (hould have excepted thatyoung^ 
Monfter, whofe Houfe(he is nowgoneto; and Ipro- 
mifed to explain myfelf. 

[Hdre Sir Richard repeat? elhih&feveral Difcourfes 

he had with his Si/ier, and* thai his Lady had 

with her ^ and the IJfueu>f 4hem, 

Bro, Indeed, Sir Richard^ thefe are (Irange Things, 

and your Sifter.isgone a great Length ; but I fee it is 

aJl the Effeft of that Witchcraft with which odr corrupt 

Inclinations feize upon us^inoiir Youth, when neither 

God's Grace or Parents Inftrudtions intervene* 

G jL Sit 
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Sir Rich. You are rights Brother ; 'tis all want off 
Education,. or rather the Fruit of that hellifti Educa- 
tion we were both of us curfed with. Alas ! Brother, ., 
old Sir Ricbardj my Father, he is in his Grave ; he- 
was our Father,, and we ihould cover his Aibes : But 
this was our Cafe, he never was the Man that faid a 
Word to us about Religion, or any thing ferlous in 
his Life ; he perfedly abandoned us to Nurifes and Ser- 
vants, Tutors and Chapkins^ who rather gratify 'd 
our Vices, toengagexHir Affefiions totbeni, thanin-^ 
ftrufted or reproved tis, when they found us cbill.'^We- 
had, in a word, no manner of Education hut that of- 
going to School at firft, to do little mor^than play audi 
l^arn bad Words. 

Bro. Wdl, Sir. iRif^r4 Gntce- WAS promifed, and: 
. is given to redify Nature., 

- Sir Rick Ay, come Brother, this is what I want 
to talk with you ab<^ut ; I have been educated as ill as . 
ray Sifter, and have gone as great a Length as fhe can» 
have done; what may I take my Cafe to hei You^ 
have Hopes of her, but I have had fad Thoughts about « 
rayfclf. 

Br^, S^d and (erious1R.efie£lions are fomeof the firft ^ 
Pifcoveries of Grace working in the Heart. 

Sir Rich. J wifli you would explain yourfelf, what: 

fou mean by Grace, and by its working in the Heart ;... 
;have had fomething working iamy iieart, but I can- - 
not think it to b^ God's Grace. 
Bro. Whyfo, Sir?- 

Sir RicL Bec^uk it was raUed there by a wicked In-^ 
ftrument ; does the Devil, tbini you^ work for God ? 

Bro. God can make ufe of what luftrument he- 
pleafes, and can make even the Devil himfelf inftru- 
njeotal to his Work ; but pray what mean you by the - 
l^evil being an Inftrument? 

Sir Rich.^ Why, I. have told you what I. mean j , 
how my. Sifter's Athciftical Carriage, . and blafphe- 
B}ou$b horrid Expreffidn?^ , made jny Blood runxhillinA 

myy 
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my Veins, and my very Heart tremble within me. In 
feeing her dreadful Condition, my own was reprefented 
to me, and it. made this Reflection in my Thoughts; 
Lord ! what a Wretch am 1 ? This Creature and I arc 
of one and the fame Education and Growth in Wick- 
ednefs, fhe one way, and I another ; 'tis evident, (he's 
fet on fire of Hell, and I am the fame in kind, only in 
another manner excited ; my Confcience bids me re- 
prove her; but thefe very Reproofe turn upon me, and 
reproach me with moil of the fame Crimes which I re- 
prove her for. 

Bro. And do you think thofc Conviflions are your- 
own Work, Sir? 

Sir Rich. Nay, when I reprov'd her, and fflielaugh'd 
at me, and told me, how odd, how abfurd it wasout^ 
of my Mouth, and afk'd what I had to do to talk of 
Religion? ittouch'd my very Soul, which anfwered, . 
as it were within me, TbaCs very trm \ What have you 
if eh to tread mf Courts^ or to take my Name into your 
Alofdb? 

Bro. And do you think all thefe Convi£lbns were 
your own ? Can the Le^ard change bis Spots f or the- 
Ethiopian his Skiiu 

Sir Ricb^ Why ; what can they be then ? 

Bro. Depend upon it, and do not flight young Con- 
viSions ; it is all the fecret Operation of the Spirit, the: 
fame which we call the Grace of God.^ 

Sir Rich. I wifli I were furc of that. - 

Bro, Icannotfay I will prove it to be the Spirit, ma-- 
themattcallyy but TH prove it to you that it canW 
nothing ellc 5 Of our f elves we can do nothing : Not /, . 
but the Grace of GOD^ i Cor. xv. 10. When the Dif- 
ciple confeis'd the Name of Chrtft Jefus, what wa^ 
his Anfwer; Flejb and Bhod hiS not revealed this unto ^ 

thee, but my Father, -Mat. xvi. 1 7. GOD reveals - 

himfelf to our Souk by the power&l Influences of his 
Spirit) it is the Spirit cfuOD that works Convic- 
tion: 
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tion of Sin, nothing elfe can do it ; believe me,; Sk^ 
it is all the fre« Grace of GOD. 

Sir Rich. You religious People talk fo much of the 
Grace of GOD, and the Spirit of GOD, I remem- 
ber we us'd always to laugh at you for it j and nows 
tho' I do not laugh at it, yet I do not underftand it ;. 
pray, tell me what you mean by Grace, and by the Spi- 
rit; are they all one? 

Bro, No, by no means not all one, and yet join'd 
in the Operation very much. 

Sir ^Vi&. Why^ you faid juft now, thefe C6nv4c* 
tions are the Work of the Spirit, the fame that yom 
call the Grace of GOD. 

Bro, 'Tis true, I did fo, and yet I diftinguilh^. 
Sir Ricb, Let me hear how you difiinguifh them, fo- 
as I may reach it. 

Bro, The Divines may make many more Diftinc- 
tions, but ril only ftate it as it relates to your Cafe : 
By Grace, I underftand the Love and Favourof GOD 
TO [75, with all its EfFeds and bleffed Confequenccs 
in the Hearts 0/ Men : The orginal Love of GOD to 
tis^y iri making us Veflels of Mercy and notof Wrath ; 
in fhewingPity and CompaiEon to us while we were yet 
in our Blood, and making us Heirs of Salvation : And 
then the Love of GOD- IN. USy working, our Souls 
up even involuntarily and without our own Agency, at 
leaft without any that we can account for,, to love him, 
drawing out and engagingour AiFe£lions. Thefe feem 
to be diftinguilhed by the Grace and the Spirit, Love 
of GOD to USy muft be from his own infinite XxiJv^C^ ; 
the Lovje of GOD in usy, is the. Operation of that 
Grace by,the Spirit., 

Sir RicAo I can make little pf ail this. 
Bro. Sir,, this is indeeda Myftery.j and a Myfteiy 
hid from Ages, but it is revealed to us by. the Spirit 
of GOD : And this 1 ihall prove to you very plainly 
by the Word of GOD, where the Myftcry of theGof* 
^el. is called a Difpenfatlon of Graces £phe/. 3. 24. 
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Tfye have beard of the Dtfpenfation of the Grace of GOJ>^ 
▼er. 3. Hou) that by Revelation he mode known to me the 
Myflery^ Vcr. ^. Which in other Ages was not madi 
known to the Sons of Men^ as it it now revealed bv thf 
Spirit. Here it is evident, the Myftery of GOD's 
Goodnefs and Love to a loft World is called the Grace 
of GOD; the revealing it is called a Dtfpenfation of 
Grace ; and the Revealer, the blefflbd Agent, is tbd 
Spirit of GOD.. 

Sir Kzcb. Butwhatis tbe-M^ibryf ' Ydu read there 
that he madi khowna Myflery^ and this Myftery is re^ 
vealedby the Spirit; pray what Myftdry is that ? 

Bro. Beplfeared*to read on^ Sir,- V^r.-Svyto thr 
Gentiles jhould he^ Fellow Heifs^ and Phrtaki^rs of the- 
Fromife in Jefus Chrift/. This was the Myftery of the 
Gofpel, and is therefore called the Revelation of Gofpet 
Grace; T'fe Cafe was thus : The Promifes of God were 
at firft all made to the Jews, and thereftof the Worlcf 
feem'd* to be excluded t But now when by the Coming 
and Suffering <rf Jefus Chriftj thfe Veil of the Tem- 
ple was rent, and the Separation taken away, Mfen were 
called VLj^onevety whereto repent y^ni were taught, that^ 
theyfliouM'be all^equally made Children by Adoption,^ 
as if they b ad bfeen fo by Bitth 5 and if^Children then Heirs^ 
This was the Myftery of the Gofpel, and was now 
hid open^ arnl revealed by the Spirit of GOD ; figni- 
fying, that the Gentiles were made Partakers of ihi. 
Fromife in Chrifl^ by the Gofpel.^ 

Sir Rfch. And how do you bring this down to my 
Cafe?- 

B)ro. V'txy dearly thus : That the ConviSions of 
Sin upon your Mind, . all the Reflexions you make up- 
on your paft Life, be they occafioned . by what Con- 
currence of Caufes focver; all 'the fecret A-t^erfions^ 
and Abhorrence of paft Follies, iind every fecret De- 
fire to alter, amend and changj? your Courfej every^ 
Degree of Regret, Shame, and Self-Reproach, whic!> 
fas you^ will fin<J) your Thoughts will oe filled with 
•a tbefe Occafions> are a Degree of thi& Difpenfatiorr 
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of Grace to you ; reveal 'd to, or wrought in you by 

tfie Spirit. 

Sir Rich. And docs this Grace and this Spirit work 
thefe Convidions, and tbefe repenting Thoughts, and 
thefe Refoiutions to reform, in our Minds, by an in- 
voluntary Agency, and without our Concurrence I 

Bra. Dear Sir, let me b"e very cautious of running 
you fo early into thofe dangerous Niceties and Di(^ 
tin£lions between what we can do, and our being! 
able to do nothing* It is moft true, that we can.ia m^ 
thing a$ we ought to do : But we are commanded to, 
repent J to break off our SinSj i6 ceafe to do Evjl^ to- 
karn to do well % thefe are all Scripture Expreffions,. 
and the Bible is full of thenu Be it then, that the 
Snirit works all this in us, before we can do any^ 
7 hing;.or be it that our Duty and E^ideavour is ac- 
cepted, or at leaft our concurring with this Workj. 
certainly we are. bid to work, to give diligent Heed ;., 
we are called upon to turn to GOD, and to pray ;., 
and it is our Duty : Let the Operations of inviiibl^ 
Grace be what they will, and direi^ how they wdl^ , 
we muft be labour'mg and working, that this Orace of 
GOD may not be in vain. Nay, this very. Grace oi. 
GOD prompts us to do thus, as is cx^efsly faid, TiV. 
ii, 1 1, 12. 7he Grace of GOD that brtngetp Sialvaticn^, 
hath appeared unto all Men^ tcadung us% that denying 
Ungodlinefs and worldly Lt^s^ we Jboidd live foberfy^ 
rigi)teouJly^ and godly in this prejent PForld^ So that wc: 
are not allowed, on pretence of the Spirit working alL 
in us, to fit fiill and do nothing; this would htXo fin^ 
becaufi Grace abounds. 

Sir Rich, I begin to underftand you ; and what you ; 
fay affeds my Mind wonderfully ; efpecially when you. 
put me in hopes that thefe fecret Struggles lieel, are 
from an Operation of the- Spirit of GOD. . But is that 
ppffible ? Will the Spirit of God vypork fuch things in 
the Mind of one fo hardened, fo abandoned to all that's 
wicked, , as 1 have been r 
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Bro. He not only will, but often docs; nay often* 
ehoofes to do it \\ and that for many Reafons, I mean^ 
Reafons that we can account for, befides fuch as are 
alone known to himfelfj^fuch as the glorifying the 
Bower of his^ Grace, in conquering his Enemies \ and 
naagirilyinjg the Sovereignty of his Grace, in takings 
and choofing, how, whom, and where he pleafes. 

Sir Rich, %ut was there ever fuch a Creature wrought 
cm before as I am, on^ chofen out froiti fomany, of^ 
whom none half ib fcandabus ? It can never be. . 

Bro. Hot you, S\r\ V7hj. Mary Magdalen ! why. 
die PuUicoTt! why tha crucified id^faSior! why. 
many glorious Examples of Sovereign Grace ! 'For this • 
Reafon it is called FRER GRACE \ and we find the - 
Scripture fiill of: Reafons for this Method, of laying' 
bold of the worft and greateft Sinners j the Whle needi 
not a Phyfidan::*Ti^truej^thisis meant of thofe who^ 
iMid Conceits of then- being whole, as ^t Pharifeei^ 
but it reaches the Cafe we arc upon : Chrift came as . 
the Phyfician, to heal thofe who were mod dange— 
reufly iick > to juftify taQYi Publicans as durft not go up . 
to thle Temple to pray j..to receive, fiich Prodigals as - 
were yet afar offi 

Sir Rich^ None* of all the Inftancea I have read of < 
eome up, in my Opinion, to mine ; I have run fuch . 
a horrid Courfc of all kinds of Wickcdnefs, that I. 
fee none. of them can come up to it: I will not doubt . 
but, as you fay, infinite Goodnefs can. forgive more 
Sins than a finite Being can. commit ;. but when I 
come to the Queftion, v/htihcr HE ff^JLLy it does ^ 
not feem rational to me to expe<S): it. 

Bro. fp^yy Sir ?, If I were fu re you were the greateft : 
Sinner that ever was fuffercd to live on the Earth, I 
iiould thiiftk it would be a Reafon, wby Jihould expe6l . 
Ihe Grace of GOD fbould fingle you out, to make you > 
, a. Miracle of Divine Goodnefs, that none after you 
might be capable of being difcouraged^ when they had . 
foch an Example to fupport them*.. 

Sir 
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Sir Rich. If I were fure the Grace and Spirit of 
GOD were at work in my Heart, I confefs the Great* 
;[x^{% of my paft Wickednefs would not fo much ter- 
rify me ; I fhould feem like a Man fallen amqng Mur-- 
derers, and a powerful Troop came into his Affiftance,^ 
at whofe Coming all the Thieves and Villains trem- 
bledy-and would te unavoidably taken, and the Man 
W delivered. But how fhall I know it ? ' 

Bra. Try the Spirits ; fee if the Work ht fir GOD,, 
if fo Tis certainly yr<?/w GOD. 

Sir RicB. You muft explain yourfelf, I am as igno- 
rant in thofe things as a little Child ; and you fee I 
expofe riy Ignorance to you without any Scruple:. 
You muft talk to me as if you. were inttru<Sing a 
Child ; all my Infant-work rs yet to do. 

Bro, My Meaning is this : You have had Convic* 
tions upon your Mind for fome Time ; you have b^en 
moved to refleft upon yourfelf for the Wickednefs of 
your paft Lifej and to fpeak of thofe. things you ufed 
to call Pleafures, with the greateft Contempt, and of 
your Delight in them with the greateft Deteftation: I 
doubt not yoa are fmcere in it, you had naOccafion 
to be otherwile with me. 

Sir Rich. My Sincerity to yoa^ I hope, admits no 
Queftion ; whether my Heart may not be infincer& 
and deceive me, that 1 cannot anfwer for. 

Bro. That's what Vm upon ; I fay, Try the Spirits^ 
whither do all thefe Motions tend ? Do they carry 
you on to humble Repentings for Sin paft, and holy 
Refolutions for time to come ? If this Work puts you. 
forward to a Change of Life, to a Love, of the Name 
arid Ways of God, and of the People of God ; in a 
word, if it apparently directs ta^Holinefs, Jt, is the 
Work of the Spirit of Holincis, there is no doubt- of 
It ;. 'tis a Difpenfation of the Grace of God to you» 
by the Operation of the Spirit : It muft be fo, there ift 
no other Influence either able, or> by the Nature of 
Things inclihed, to work in fuch a Manner 3. andyoui 
Iwivc great Reafon to rejoice in it; Si£ 
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Sir Rifh. Alas ! I rejoice ! Is it poffible for me to 
Bope ? And without Hope is there any Rejoicing? 

Bro, The lower yoa are ia the Efteem of your pe- 
nitent Thoughts, the nearer you are to the Gate of 
Hope. Remember ihtPubUcariy he durft not go forward 
to the Temple to pray. 

Sir Rich. There you touch my very Soul again : Why 
that wicked Creature wounded, me fo deep, that it en- 
tirely robb'd me of all my Hope ; (he was a true Inftru- 
ment of the Devil in that^ for as he is in the worft kipdT 
of Defpair himfelf, he labours to pufh others into the 
fame Condition ; that, in their Reflexions upon Sin^- 
they may commit the more; fori am very fenfible 'tia 
a great Sin to defpair, *tis a Difhonour to the Power 
and Omnipotence of Divine Mercy. 

Bro. I fuppofe that was when Ihe oanter' J progKancIy; 
about your praying to God for ber> and told you 'twould 
fignify nothing. 

Sir Rich. That had been nothing ; for wbat fignified 
the Words of a foolifb enraged Creature ? But when 
JDie repeated that Scripture, The Prayer §f the Wtcled 
is an AbomnatiM to the Lardy it was like a Dart ftnick 
thro' the laver. I knew that was the Woid of God^ 
tho' it was ({x>ken out of the Mouth of an evil Mef&n- 
ger; my Heart funk within me at the Words; I 
quitted talking to her as foon as poiEble, and while ( 
did talk, I hardly minded what I faid, my Thoughts 
were fa harrafs*d ; then I came out to feek for you, but 
you were gone to London^ and what ta do I knew 

IK)t. 

Bro» I am very forry I was gone ; but I hope the 
fame Spirit of God, who was working Convidtions in 
your Mind, gave you Comfort. 

Sir Rich Indeed, Brother, I received but fnaall 
Comfort ; I look'd upon myfelf in the fame Condi- 
tion as King Saul was, when he faid, the Philtjlinis 
were upon him, and God was departed from him j the 
Weight of my Convidions lay upon me, and I look'd 

upoiL 
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upon myfelf as fhut out from the Gate j one whom God 
would not hear, as SWfaid; and in a word, that 1 was 
forbid to pray to him ; and it wrought fuch a Dejec- 
tion upon my Mind, that I could fcarce hold up ; my 
Wife and all my Family to'ok notice of it. 

Brc, It was well no itrong Temptation prefented 
while you were under thofe Troubles. 

Sir Rich, I fuppofe they were really Temptations, 
for I was often prcfs'd in my Thoughts to give over my 
Concern about it ; to go to the Tavern, or Vifiting, or 
a Hunting, and drive away thefe melancholy Thoughts : 
But it was all like Mufick to a forrowful Heart, that 
ferved but to make it more heavy; and I had no Tafte 
of thofe thing-s, tho' they were formerly my greatcft 
Delight : But all that followed me during this whole 
time, was the Words of the Publican, whofe Story 
you mentioned; and his Words would often break fronv 
jiie with a kind of involuntary Emotion, Lord^ be mer* 
clful to me a Sinner. 

Bro, Very well\ and was it not the powerful Grace 
of God, think you, that prcferv'd thofe Averfions in 
.you againft your former Delights ; that took »way your 
TaftiB of thofe Things, and the Guft of your Appetite 
from your Plcafures j that feafon'd your Soul with 
Godly Sorrow, that by the Sadnefs of the Countenance 
the Heart might be made better ? Dare you fay that it 
was by your own Strength, that thofe things which 
were doubtlefs laid in your way as Snares, proved no 
Temptation to you. 

Sir Rich. My Strength I How is it poffible that 1 
fliould have the leaft Strength to any thing that is good, 
who have given up myfelf to all that is wicked, through 
the whole Courfe of my Life ? 

Bro. Very well. Then the powerful Grace of God 
mtift have fupplied you : Give him the Honour of his 
own Work, let him have all the Praife. 

Sir Rich. How can I praife him, that cannot prajr 
fD bim \ that am not admitted to take bis Name into 
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my Mouth ; whofe Prayer is an Abomination ? Why 
he may ftrike me dead, if I fliould oflfer to look up to 
him. How can I praife him ? 

Bro. That's all a Deiufion of the Devil ; and I muft 
fay, 'tis one of the moft old-faChioned Temptations. 
You faid, it came out of the Mouth of one of his A- 
gents ; did you not ? Why (hould you then fuffer it to 
take any hold of you ? 

Sir Rich. It is the Word of God for all that. 
Bro. Yes, fo it was the Word of God with which 
the Devil tempted the Son of God 5 his fecond Temp- 
tation was fupported in that Manner, For it is written^ 
or. Thus faith the Lord \ which is the fame thing : But 
you muft explain one Scripture by another, and take 
the Word of God in the general Meaning, as well as 
in the literal Expreflioii. 

Sir ^VA. Thefe are TWngs I underftand not. Is 
not the Thing plain ? Are not the Words exprefs ? If 
they have any other Signification, let me hear it. 

Bro^ It is true, a wicked Man, while rcfolving to 
continue in his Sins, his Prayer is an Abomination r 
The Reafon is evident 5 he mocks God j and the Word 
is exprefs in that, God will not be mocked*, that is, it 
is an Abomination to him to be mocked, he will re-, 
venge it, and do his own Honour Jufticc. 

Sir Rich, Is this the true Meaning of that Place ; 
and how fhall I be fatisfied that it is fo i 

Bro. By farther fearching into the Scriptures, and bjr 
the general Purpofc of God in the Gofpel, It is evident 
the whole Scope of the Gofpel, and of the Difpenfa- 
tion of Grace, which I have mentioned before, is to 
perfuade Sinners to repent and turn to God. Innume- 
rable Texts might be quoted to convince you of this 5* 
but it feems needlefs : If Sinners are to turn to God^, 
and yet are (hut out from God, from praying for his 
Grace, how (hall they turn i 

Sir Rich. That's very true ;. but (hew me fome ap«* 
pofite Cafe to this,, that may overthrow the Force of its 
Literal Scnfe., Br^u 
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Bro. Fll fliew you fevcral ; firft, take the Sto^ of 
Simon the Sorcerer ; an eminent Cafe, and exadly ap- 
pofite to what we are upon j Simon was a ff^ICKED- 
Man, that muft be allow'd, to an Extrenv^ beyond 
what can be thought of here ; a Sorcerer, a Conjurers- 
one that dealt immediately with the Devil, of whom 
the Apoftle teftifies afterward, that he was in the Gall 
of Bitter nefs^ and the Bond of Iniquity^ and that hi9 
Heart was nU ri^t in the Sight of God. If any Maa 
alive was in the Predicament of One whofe Prayer is 
an Abomination, Simon was the Man : Yet obferve 
what Peter y the blelfcd Preacher of Repentance, fays 
to him, JSis viii. 22. Repentihereforeof this thy Wick^ 
ednefsy and pray Gody if perhaps the Hbcught of thine 
Heart may be forgiven thee. Now, Sir, what think you ? 
May Simon the Sorcerer pray to God, and may not you ? 

Sir Ri^. You have brought a ftrange Caife, 1 con^ 
fefs, and it grows upon my Mtnd ; if I take you right^ 
it is thus, then: That if I am c<nivinced ol my Sin, 
regret my ^paft Life, and in a fincere Abhorrence oi 
my paft OflFences, reiblve to reform and become a 
New Man, I may be aflured that I am permitted to 
pray to God ; .to aik Pardon, Blelfing, AiSftance, Sup- 
port, and every Thing that I want. 

Bro. You have fiated it right,^ and I am fure I have 
the Authotity of God's Word to confirm it : Fll give 
you the fame Text which was mentioned^ in our for- 
mer Difcourfe, which you faid you found in the Boo)^ 
about reading the Scriptures, Ifaiah i. 15. There are 
five Verfes, from the nth to the i6th, full of God's 
Abhorrence of, and abominating the Sacrifices, that is ^, 
the Prayers of Men who continued in their Sins ; the 
laft runs thus. When you fpread forth your Hands I will 
hide mine Eyes from you j yea^ when you make many 
PrayerSy I will not hear. This is a dreadful Scripture j. 
what can be the Reafon of it ; The next Words ex- 
plain it. Tour Hands are full of Bloods This^ is plain, 

full. 
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full of Sin unrepcntcd of, and Sins to come refelved 
on; to whatPurpofe can fuch Creatures pray ? 

But read the next Verfe, and there you fee the 
Terms on which God is always r^ady to hear the worfl: 
of Sinners; Ven i6, 17. IVaJb ye^ make you ckan^ 
put away the Evil of your Doings from heforemine Eyis\ 
xeaje to do Enjil^ learn to do well :. Come^ now^ let us 
reafon together. The Meaning of this is as clear as 
the Light; come repenting, refolving to break off from 
your Sins, and GOD will then acccept your Offering: 
And then follows the gracious Promife ; Tho* your Sins 
be as Scarlet^ theyjhall be whiter than Snow. 

Sir Rich. Dear Brother; bleffed be GOD for thcfc 
Scriptures, and GOD's Blefling be upon you for your 
clear a»d comforting Expofition. Now I fee my Way 
clear, I fee the Gate of Heaven open'd, it muft be my 
x)wn Fault, if I do not fly thither for Help and Com- 
fort ; I am fure lama Penitent, for my Soul abhors 
the Sins of my paft Life ; and if he that has wrought 
this Part in me will fupport my Mind in the Purfuit. of 
it, I hope I (hall continue to abhor it. And this 15 
what I (hall pray for with as carneft a Defire, even as 
for Pardon itfelf. 

{^ir K\c\iZxA difcovers all , the while he was 
fpeaking^ a ftrange unufual Satisfa^ion and 
Joy in his Difcourfe \ and when he haddone^ 
he enthral d him very affectionately^ 
Bro, GOD give you the Comfort of it. 
Sir Rich. But I am a moft ignorant Creature in all 
thefe Things. 

Bro. I would recommend earneftly *to you the Rea- 
ding of the Scriptures, and fearching for the Meaning 
and Coherence of every thing one with another. Study 
them, as well as read them ; and as they are a Trea- 
fure of Heavenly Knowledge, you will increafe apace 
in Knowledge and Experience. 

Sir Rich. I have a great deal of Work to do ; I 
have a wicked Heart to ftruggle with and jeforra, 

wicked 
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Mricked Habits tocorred, a wicked Courfe ©f Convcr- 
(ation to change, a wicked Wife to perfuade and win 
over if poffible ; a wicked Family to reform and correft ; 
Alas ! what Work is here for me to do, Brother ? 

Bra^ Sir, your Zeal for a holy religious Life will 
make all thoic Things eafy. 

Sir Rich. But this is the Confcquence of hie Repen^ 

tance^ Brother ; how happy are they, and how much 

lefs Struggle have they, who look into their own Hearts 

' early, and begin betimes ; fo much eafier their Work, 

and fo much greater their Reward. 

Bro. That's very true, but you are not of the lateft, 
you are but a young Man ; you may have many Days 
to live, and may, if GOD pleafe, be an Honour to 
liis Ways, and be honoured to be a great Encourage- 
ment to others to look up to him, tho' it fliould be 
later than you do it ; 1 wifli the eminent Appearance 
of Grace in your Cafe, may be made ufe of as a Sum- 
mons to other Gentlemen, to turn their Eyes inward, 
and fee into their Follies, and into the wretched Life 
inoft of them live at this time. 

Sir Rkh. Alas ! Brother, you don't know that fort 
of People; there is a ftrangekind of Pride among them 
of late, for I do not think itwasfo formerly^ that makes 
them think Religion below their Quality. 

Bro. My Wife told me fo indeed orKre in ouY Dif- 
putes, that Gentlemen never meddle with fuch Things: 
That it was inconfifttnt with good Breeding ; that it 
was fit for Parfons indeed ; and that if I would fet up 
to be Chaplain, and fay Prayers in the Family, I 
ihould put on the Chaplain's Gown too, and take Or- 
ders. But I minded none of thefe Things. 

Sir Rich, No, neither will I mind t^m ; but this I 
tell you, I muftbea Reclufe, and keep no Company^ 
i muft leave ofF vifiting Sir Harry C and CoU 

Bra- , I muft go no more- a hunting, nor meet the 

K^lub at ; I am no Company for thefe People 

-now i and I am fure they will be none for mc, 

Sro^ 
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J?r^. I hope you will not find fo much Lofs in that 
as you may imagine. 

Sir Rich, 'Tis no Grievance to me at all ; there is 
nothing in ail the Mirth that I have been given up to, 
but what is now. as naufeous to me as ever it was plea- 
fant. The Wit, the Gaiety, and the Revelling which 
they ufe ftilf, and vvhich was my whole Employ, is to 
me fo difagreeahle, and has been (o for fome DayS| 
that I cannot bear the Thoughts of it. 

Bro, 1 hope. Sir, you will find better Entertainment 
in Things of another Nature. 

Sir Rich. I know not what I may attain to, as to 
the Comfort of a religious Life, Brother, that's a very 
remote Thing to me yet ; but I am fure I have Work 
of another kind before me, I have Bufinefs enough to 
employ me more Years than I can live, to mourn for 
the Vanity and abhorred Pradices I have lived in for 
thirty Years paft. 

Bro. But that Affliftion will have more Joy in it 
than all the Pleafures of Sin, which are indeed Plea- 
fures of but a fliort Continuance. There is a Plea- 
fure in Repentance, which none can defcribe, but they 
who have had the Experience of it, and which none 
can give, but he alone that gives Repentance. 

Sir Rich. I know nothing of that yet, but this I 
know, I have more fecret Joy in my Mind from this 
Refledion, viz. that a Stop is put to that htllifh 
wretched Courfe of Life I have lived for fome Years 
paft, than all the Enjoyment of this World ever was 
able to give 5 and I would not exchange that Joy for all 
that I can fee with my Eyes. Methinks I am like one 
feipwreck'd, and that being funk twice in the Water, is 
taken by the Hair of the Head by fome kind unlook'd^ 
for Hand, juft in the Moment as he was finking thelafi; 
time, and brought up into a' Boat and fet on Shore. , 

Bra.^ Of as a Brand fnatch'd opt of the Burning. 

Sir Rich. 1 am like one taken ofF of a Rack, and 
laid in a £ed of Rofes; I never knew what it was to 

ixaw 
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liavc the Icaft Enjoyment before, without the Gnaw* 
ings of that Worm that never diesy without a Fire burn* 
ing in my Soul, ^ven the fame Flame that (hall never 
be quench'd : ^o they call it Pleafure I I am aftonifh'd 
now to think how I did to, call it jfomyfelf 5 for I had 
nothing but Bitternefs and Reflexion in it all. How 
often have I almoft torn my Ykfh for Rage, at my being 
fo much a Fool to be drunk ; and for feveral other little 
Follies, which thofc Excefles were often attended with ? 
And yet in all that there wa^ no Repentance ; no Senfe 
of its being a Sin againft GOD; *no Thought of its 
being injurious to my Soul ; no Regard to its being a 
Fire, that in the End would burn in the loweft Hell. 

Bro. Blefled be GOD, Sir, you fee now with other 
Eyes, and difcern Things as they really are ; then you 
faw with the Eyes of a corrupted Appetite, now you 
fee with the enlightened Opticks of a Penitent: Then 
you were darkened with the Mifts and Vapours of Ig- 
norance, now I hope your Soul is illuminated with the 
Beams of heavenly Grace; may that Grace increafe, 
and increafe your Comfort, that you may arrive to that 
toy and Peace in believing, which the Scripture fpeaks 
10 much of, 

, Sir Rich. Well, Brother, I have Caufe to blefs GOD 
for you, and for every Occafiop that I have had to con- 
verfe with you ; nay, even for the Converfation I have 
had with my wickeld Sifter your Wife ; GOD reftore 
her to you a true Convert, and (hew her the Wicked- 
nefs of her Heart, and the horrid Spirit (he is poflTefs'd 
with, and give her as much Caufe to rejoice in you as a 
Hufcand, as I have to rejoice in you as a Brother. 

Bro. Do not lay any Part of it* upon my Agency, it 
is all Sovereign Grace ; there pay your Praifes, and re- 
joice in him evermore. 

Sir Rich. Blefled be the Day yovL evcf came into 
our wretched Family ; it was a bold Venture, Brother, 
and I have often wonder'd how you, that were a good 
Man^ and had been quite otherwife educated, could 

think 
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tVink of marrying into fuch a Brood of Hell-hounds, 
aswcwcre. 

Br9. Do not call jrourfelf and your Sifter fuch 
Names : I acknowledge it was what I cannot advife 
any Body to venture upon; I mean, to match with- 
out any Regard to Religious Qualifications ; and I have 
had my Affliction too by it, that you know; Chough I 
cannot but hope ftill it will end well : As for your- 
felf, you know I had always other Thoughts ct you 
than vou had o^ yourfelf ; and you know. Sir, I told 
you (0 too, and Providence has made it good. , 

Sir Rich. I wifli we may mal|:e. it all up to you j I 
aiCirci you nothing (hall be wanting on my Part. * 

It pleafed GOD Xhis Gentleman did not live many 
Tears ; But while he did live, he increafed in Wifdom 
and Knowledge, and the Fear of GOD j he reformed 
his Houfe, brought up his Children in a moft excel- 
lent and Chriftian Manner, and made a mod exaA 
Regulation in his Family.; and he did this with fo 
much Conduct, and behaved to all Men (b much like 
himfelf, and (b far from any thing n^elancholy, phleg- 
matical or fuUen, which are the Extremes which fome 
in fuch Cafes run into, that he recommended a Chrif* 
turn Life to all around him ; his Companions honourr- 
ed his Reformation, though they had not the Grace to 
imitate it : All good Men valued him ; and even thofe 
that had no Religion themfelves, fpoke well of him» 
he made a happy and a comfortable End ; and his eld- 
eft Son, who enjoys his Eftate, is a fober, well-inclined * 
Gentleman, that promifes to be one of whom his Fa- 
ther^ if he had lived; woidd have feen no Caufe to be 
alhamed,* ./ *" . 
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Brief Notes on the foregoing ^bree Dialogues. 

"t Should n^ke no Notes upon thefe Dialogues^ the. 
-^ BooV being fo crouded that I can very ill fpare Room 
for tbem i but I am aware that Differences betweea 
• Men and their Wives are fuch nice Things to handle, 
that it will be very difficult to avoid the Cenfure of 
fonat People on one Side or other : The LADIES^ if 
they are inclined to findfqultj will perhaps fay, I am 
partial to the Sex, an4 give them the worft end of the 
Staff, making them more the Occafion of Family- 
Breaches than their Huftands ; and mating their Huf- 
bands. treat them fo much more tenderly and reli^ioufly, 
than moft Hulbands in fuch provoking Cafes do ; that 
it looks as if I was teaching Men how tQ manage their 
Wives. 

The Men perhaps may on the other hand,*>pm- 
plain, that I have treated them ill 5 which 1 fhallan- 
fwer in its Place, when I come to fpeak of paffionate 
leathers and Hufbands ; which when the fame Ladies 
read alfo, they will be Icfs apt to think me partial. 

But every thing in its Place ; through this whole 
Part,^itwillbe eafy for an impartial Eye to difcern 
. the Dcfigo of the Work ; {vi%*) to let every one have 
fomeihingfor their own. Caution and Direftipn. 

(i) The wretched Trifles which zrt fomeiimes the 
Occafion of fatal Breaches in Families-; how' weakly, 
* 'and indeed hoW >vickedly fuch People aft, who run 
little Family Bickerings up, by imprudent Pegrccs, 
from fuch , unforefeen Beginnings, and by fuch hafty 
and bitter Words, to real Quarrels. • 

And (2) how fuch Qudrrels, however fmall in 
their Beginnings, 'are oftentimes fatal in their Confe- 
quences to the whole Family. * 

In the managing thefe Breaches will be difcovcrcd, 
how particularly fatal they arc to all Family.-Reli- 
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f'on ; how deftruSive to that tnoft effcntial Part of it, 
mean Family Worjhip \ and how ruinous in the t.x^ 
ample to Children, Servants, and all that arc anyway 
acquainted with, or concerned in the Family. The/e 
Things bein^ not only thft chief, but indeed the true 
and only Defign of thefe Dialogues, I cannot but hope 
that all impartial Readers will keep their Eyes princi- 
pally upori that Part ; and then they will not enquird 
which Side the Story bears hardeft upon^ thcii/^;7,dr the 
Woman. I hope both may fee their Duty hefe j and yet 
before they come to the End -of the Book, I b.elieve the 
Women will find the Hiftory will do Juftice to their 
Sex too, and that it will appear, as I believe (without 
flattery) is true in general, that there are more religi- 
ous Wives than religious Hulbands. I wiA ahd pray, 
that^what is related here may incrcafe the Number of 
both. 

- Another Inftruflion I cannot omit to repeat here, 
and fo preft Hulbands again to obferve it ; and this I 
profefs to be the true Reafon of bringing the Story of 
two deficient Wives upon the Stage, (viz.)- that as it ' 
is true, that Hulbands and Matters of FamtUes too often- 
make ufc of Trifles as Occafions to them to omit their 
Duty, 50 they too often thro^ the Blame of it upon 
their Wives, Here now they will be moved to fee, 
( I.) That in the Cafe of real Provocation an Oppo- * 
fition, and tbatof the worft Kinds, even of Wives de- 
rPi!^?S,^^d,«^ocking at it, they are yet by no meani • 
jultify d m laymg down and omitting their Duty, {%, ) 
How much lefs then (hould they feek Occafions and 
Pretences to argue themiidves out of their Duty, and 
load their Wives with the Blame, when indeed the 
Occafion is in themfelves J 

But tKe moft ufeful and moft fignificant Thing to be 

learn d out of this Part bf the Work, and which equallv 

- concerns both Hulbands and Wivef, is ftadioullv to 

avoid fudden Cavils and Difputes between themfelves 

About Trifles, in which often the DeviJ-bhwing the 

H2 Coals^ 
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Coalsy the Paffions take iire, and it increafes to a ter« 
riUe Plame \ when perhaps neither Side had at fiiil the 
lead Defign or Thought of a Quarrel. 

I perfuade myfelf» none are fo infenfible of the Truth 
of the OcCafion, as to fay, it does not often fo happens 
Perhaps in our Story, the Huibands are brought in talk- 
ing more mildly and patiently than moft Hufbands do, 
. and as fomd may think, dian moft Hufband% can do in 
like Cafes of Provocation. But let none bi offended at tbat^ 
for this is fo far from a Compliment to the Men, that 
it is really a Satyr upon them ; .letting them fee, how 
they OUuHT to aSi in the worft Cafes ; and giving their 
Wives too miich Occaiion to fliew them the real Dif- 
ference between what they doy and what they Jhould do : 
And if on the other hand, fome Wives here are brought 
in as exceedingly and more than ordinarily provoking ; 
the Application is fiill againft the Hufbands, who too 
often are lefs. patient, when their Pretence of Provoca*. 
tion does nothing near come up to this Copy. 



7J/ End 4>f the Firji Part. 
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PART 11. 




[HERE lived m the City of London^ a Fa- 
mily circumftanced in the following man- 
ner : The Matter of the Family was a fub- 
ftantial Trading Man, above the World, 
as we fay ; a Man In very flouriAing Cir- 
cumftances, that got Money apace, and had the Pro- 
fpeft of railing a good Eftate for his Children, by his 
Trade; he had a very fmall- Beginning,' -what he had 
was raifed from Mttle or nothing, by God'* Bleffing 
and a great deal of Induftry, with about thirty Years 
^Application. • . 

He had been married to a very good Wife J but (he 
died too early to have any great Share in the Education 
of her Children, the eldcft not being above feven Years 
crfd when they loft their Mother. 

The Man was a fober honeft Man, made an Ap- 
pearance of being very religious ; by his general Con- 
duft had obtained a ^ttj gootf Character, and was well 
refpeded among his Neighbours : But in his Family 
he could by no means pafs for a Man of ths beft Tem- 
per in the World': He was froward and wafpifli, very 
H 3 pofitive 
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pofiiivc and hafty, (oon put into a Paffion, and very 
4mhappily;ra{h and violent in his Paflion 'y and, as to 
fuch Tempers it often happens, he fail'd not oftentimes 
both to do and fay Thi^igs in his Paffion, which he 
wouldbe very forry for when his Temper cool'd: When 
he came to himfelf, he wae convinced, as we (hall fee 
in his Story, that he had <aken Wrong Meafures ;. and 
. that being hurry'd on by Uie Torrent of his Paffions, he 
had been lefs a Man, lefe a Chriftian, lefs a," Friend, lefs a 
Neiffhbaur, left a Parent, than he ougrht to have been \ 
and m a word, that almoft all his Children were ruined 
ot injur'd,, by the Miftakes committed in their Educa- 
tion, and bv the He^i of his mifguided Anger, 

- Yet the Maia was of himfelf, and when himfelf, an 
excellent Perfon, .extremely afFeSipnat^ ^d tender j 
Ioy'cI his. Children, and meant every thing for their 
Good :■ But wanting Judgment to dire<S himfelf in the 
Government, of, his. Family, and being toe impatient 
in bearing the Excurfions of his Children, who*. £wr 
want of ejirly Difcipline^ foon grew ungovernable^ 
ihefe Things all confpircd to make him \'ery unhappy,- 
and his Children too ; iox none of them gave him any . 
Hopes of their Behaviour \ nor Indeed could* they, uiv- 
\^k ihey forced tlieir Way, as it were, over the Belly 
of their Fatl)cr'$ Injundlionsi and feem*d difobedient 
to him «n his moftPofitive, arid almoft Tyrannical Fa- 
mily Government. 

This Cafe before me, of the Citizen and his Fami- 
ly, had many Things in it very unhappy, both to the 
Parent and to the Children, which a little early Conduct 
might have prevented in both, viz. , 
. The Want of a Mother in the Family, was a Mif- 
fortuneboth to the Father and to the Children; tho* 
as Things were managed, the Father fupplicd that 
Want as well as in fuch- a Cafe could be ^expefled, 
committing his Children to a good, grave, fobcr, and . 
icligious Womao, a near Relation of his Wife's, and 

whom 
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whom he placed in a kinJ <!)£ Supcr-Jntcrtdcncf oVCf 
his Family while his Children were very, young* 

This Gentlewoman was as diligent in the QoVern-* 
ment of his Houfe as could be expefted }' faithful, fru- 
gal, Natid; U the If eft of ber Jvdgmenty managed every 
thing both for his Advantage, and the Advantage of 
his Family. But as fhc had not.thc Obligation, much 
Jefs the AfFeaion of ^ Mother ;' fo neither had. (he ihe 
Temper, the Patience, the Concern which are natural 
to the Oonduft of a Mother; and bcfides Ihe WW a» 
paffionate as the Father. 

However, while they were little. Things went pretty ' 
well in the *Family ; fhe took a hottfevvifely Care of 
them as* to Food,. Cloathing, Phyfic, and the like $ 
But alas ! when we come to talk of the Duty of a Mo- 
ther in the more ferioius Part of Ghildrens Edujcatidn; 
fuch as mftilling betimes Religious Principles 5 forming 
early Ideas of the, Nature of God,.and of bur Homage 
and Di^ t<vhim i prevailing calmly on the Minds of 
Children by Arguments, ftiitable to their Capacities^ 
and fuited to their Temper j watching over them with 
flri affectionate Care, left they received ill frnpreflions 
from the Company and Exatmple of others ; warning, 
teproving, and reftraining them gently, and engaging: 
them by aH the Arts,'afnd honeft Subleties of an affec- 
tionate Mother, to what was their Duty ; thefe, in 
which confifts very much of the Advantages of Edu-' 
cation, were aH wanting. 

I will not fayjt was wanting from the Negligence 
of the Pcrfon/ fo much as from a kind of natural Im-- 
poffibility : Perhaps thefe Things caniiot be found fn 
any one'but a Parent, as being built upon the Affcftions 
and Tendemefs of a Mother only j and capable of be- 
ing formed upon no other Foundation. 

On the contrary to this, tHe Children were brought 

up in a general way, without much Judgment, aM 

with no great Affiftancefrom AffcSion. The Father, 

a Mao of Bufmsfs, left it wholly to his Governefs. 

H 4^. ^ an* 
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and found himfclf little coiicefn'd, but upon any of her 
Complaints, to corred them ; which he <lld in a man- 
ner that feemM rather to be |he EStQt of his Paffion, 
than of a nieek and calm AiFe£^ion for their. Good^ 
which is the main, and perhaps the only juft End o? 
Corredion. 

This intemperate Condufl of the Father had a dou*- 
ble EfFeA upon the Children : (i.) That it caufed them 
to hate the Government, and even the Perfon of their 
HoMfe-Tyrant, whom they looked upon as .the'malL- 
cious Caufe of- tli^ir Father's Anger, which often ap* 
peared to be aggravated by her manner of reprefenting 
Things to him 5 when a candid and juft Information, 
perhaps would have had a different EfFe<ft. (2.) It made 
their Father terrible to them ; by which they ftood in 
2 kind of Awe of him, far different from what vras 
Filial, and which confifts with the Diitjr and AffeSion 
of Childj-en } but he}p'd to eftrange them, rather than 
engage them : And they grew up by thefe Degrees to 
fliun their Father as a furious dreadful Governor, and 
not wt all either to defire or delight in him ; which is the 
only eff>£lual Method to qnfbrce the Comnaands and In- 
llru<Sioas of a Father upon his Children. 
'As thiseftrang'd the Children from their Father, (a 
it increafed his\ Severity to them; and in 4 word, 
there was fo little Calmnefs on one Side, and fo little 
InftruSion on the other, that, in a manner, it wore 
out what we call Affedion, on both Sides ; efpecially 
that endearing Part, which alone unites the Souls of Pa- 
jents and Children, and which fo moc^ affifts in the 
loftrufling of Children, as to give a far greater Force 
to the Words of a dear and tender Parent, to a loving, 
dutiful, and affe£tionatb Child, that can be pofSble in 
the Blows and Stripes of a Father governing by his 
•Authority purely; for as Reproof enters farther into a 
wife Man^ than an hundred Stripes into a Fool\ fo doubt- 
le(s the Perfuafionsj.the Arguments, the Obligation of 
aj^ather to a Child, when once that Child is convinced 

that 
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that his Father loves him, ads for bis Advantage^ and 
aims wifely for his Good only, muft go a great way 
farther with an ingenuous Temper than PaiSon and 
Heat of Temper can do. 
. The Father too late found hisMiftakc, and that hJs 
Paifion ia correding his Children had quite ruinM all 
Inflrudlion j that th^y were rather terrify'd at his Fury, 
than influenced by his Perfuafion : That this way of 
treating them \ya$lo far from engaging their Affedions^ 
or making them love and delight in him, that it made 
them ihun and avoid him ; thiat his Anger beings (b 
much theiy Terror, it made his Company their Aver- 
fion, and they were always mute when he came into the 
Room to them. 

By this he loft all the Power of Inftrudion, made 
no Impreffion apon their Reafon; his Perfua/ions were 
of noForcetobiafs their Inclinations ; nay, it rather 
obftrui^ed their Compliance, and created an Averfionc 
to his Precepts, from the Diflike they had to his paf- 
fionate Ufage. As he had made his PaiEon. the Me- 
dium of his Government, fo their Fear was the Me- 
dium of their Obedience; and this was fo far from win- 
ning upon the Judgment of his Children, that it rather 
flupi^'d their Underftandings, and made themincapa*- 
ble of getting Good by Inftru^iion. 

It happen'd one time, that a good grave Chriftian, ^ 
Neighbour of this Man's, coming by his Houfe, heird 
a terriblerNbifeof Blows, and th€ Crieaof a Boy min- 

fled with the Voice of a Man, threatning, calling 
Tames, and laying on Blows in an unufual JVI^nner > 
and gweffing what it was, for be kuew the Perfon, he 
knocks hard at the Door. 

^ Knocking at the Door gave the poor Boy fome Re-. 
Uef, for the Father leaves off beating his Son and 
comes with a little Cane in his Hand to open the Door, 
but fo out of Breath that he could fcarce fpeak : The 
;ood Neighbour made the Difcourfe of fome o^ber Bun 
nets to ferve for the Reafon of his Knocking, a^ .the 
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Door : Biit after other accidental Difcourfc, the Father 
prefented him an Opportunity ; for when he began to 
fpeak of other Bttfinefc, he began to talk of his wicked 
Son^ as he called him, and of his own Heat^ thus : 
.' Fa. Sitdown, Neighboury fays the Father, for I anv 
ib out of Breath with this young Vi^Ilain, that I can 
hardly talk to you ;-— Lee me blow a H^lt : And thus 
the EM^logue came in. 

Nei^b^ I think you are otit 6£ Breath indeed 1 What, 
hayeyoubeehFightangf ' 

Fa* Yes, I h^ve been Fighting, asyou maycaH itj^ 
a young Rogue ! I think f have dreffied him ! he baa 
ijot been cudgeH'd fo this Fortnight. 

[Thi Father holds his Sides^ and puffs Mttd hlows^ 
and hat dlyte€9vershii Breathe 

Neighs' O but-you have beat theChiU^too much. 

J<?. Too mpcb! Hang him.! A^oung Yillian; t! 
Ban't given him half enough. 

iJeigh. Buthan*t you done htfti (bme Mifchicf ? 

[The Boy is crying all this while niojl dijmally^ ' 

jR?. Mifchicf ! rilmifchief him! Dl give him twicc^ 
asemuch bcfiore 1 have done with him. 

• [SiiU puffing out of Breath,. 

^<?^A. & he )four owr^ Child ? 

l^tf. Myown! Yesj heismybwn, the more is my:" 
i^orfow; ne may come to the Gallows for all that. 
' Tfnghi Q, then it is well enough if he be your own*. 

' Fa. .Why i^itwdt enough ^ 

tfetgh. Becaufe then I take all you.fay to be in Jefh 

F^. Whyfo'-f- 

Neigb^ Why ydu would not talk thus, z&hartgbim^^ 
and,/7/ mifchief him^ and fuch as that in Earneft i {tt^ 
ingWi^ your own Child. 

-R/.. Ho, no, I would not hanghim,. Ivw)uldkeep. 
Wm from bcJng hang'd. 

^eig^. Then you ihould not beat him in fiich a* 
iiKmnei^ a» you do; ' 

^S?» . Wbj» inftich a:manfl^r ?r 

• A^ ' ' - Nilgai. 
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Niigh. Why, you make yourfelf dreadful to the 
Child, 'jLnd that's the way to drive him to Esttremities > 
and that again is the Road to his Defthidiom 

Fa, Aji ay, let him come to Extremities ; l!ll ven-^. 
tare that. 

Neigh. YovC are not qualified to correct a Child in^ 
this T^mpei*, 

fa. Whyfo? 

Neigh. Vou areJR^a great PalR)ii. 

Fa. A Paffiofi \ This Rogue would put any M^fi> 
into a Paffion f Why be has been gone this Hour of an, 
Errand, but to carry a LeJtef to a Neighbour, two or 
„three Doors off here, at the tJpp^r End of the &rcet; 
and here^ie pretends to me Mr. » ' '" way not at home 5 
and that He went to him to a Tavern I kndw not where,, 
sdmoft as* far ad the Bri^^ -, bat I am as fur& 'tis 9>J^yi^ 
as if I had been with hsa^ 

B4J. I a^ fere, 'tis not a Lye, (or I did go. there. 

Fa, StPrah,.doybti!pr$iee! I'D be with you again pre-t 
iently. IHeioids up his Caw again at ihg Boy^. 

Nii£h. Well,, come. Neighbour, lay aftdeyour Paf^ 

fion fer the pfefest, and let us go takea Pint of Wine 

leiUkewhere, for I have a mind to talk a little with yob. 

[The Neighbour was willing to put a cafuall 

Stop to hi$FaJfm^ and to dimurfe^a. littk^ 

Hsithbim about iu , * , 

Far.^ WrtI, PU g^|. with you ; but Plfc^Vftyou youn^ 
Hire before I flieep yet. Sirrah, I will fo. 

guttling to, the Boy^ and fifiJ^ng bi$ Canek* 
aiJnfk^ 

All this while bis Family Govemefs was ftanding at 
ftit Stair^Meady and find'mg he had left^ ofF, cries out,, 
fFhydofft youpaytUmf Touha^nUpven him half enpuih :^ 
H^llm^er he go^i for atp tUngrif y9U. dQn^t fayjfimi 
Jhwidly: And fuch like to i^lflame him. 

However, the Father being a, little cool'd did- noft 
ftrike the Boy an^ more at that time, bat went dut: 
withhii Neighbour > and wKciv thcj w«fc tPjpthcr by- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i8o . 7X^ Family InJlruBor. 

thcrofelvcs, after fome Talk of Bufincfs for a Time,, 
the good Neighbour renews the Diabgue about his cor- 
recting hit Son, afktng him Pardon for meddlings frp 
ibr, I do not care to be officious, but if you wouM give 
me leave, I would gUdlyfpeak to you a little about this 
Affair of you and your little Son. 

Fa* Says the Father, Ho^ noj I won't take itill, my 
Paffion is over now, yoii are very welcome to fay your 
Mind about him ; he is a wicked young Rogue. 

Ne^i. Why I muft fay then, if you can bear to nluch 
Freedom, that I think you are greatly to blame. 

Fa, To blame ! What to correct a young lying 
Roffue ? Why, as I faid jutt now, he will come to the 
GaUows if I do not corred him 5 it is mvDuty. • 

Neigh, I know that Corredion, rightly managed, is 
both your Duty, and the kindeft Thing you can do to 
your Child ; you could neither a£t the Parent or th^ 
Cbriftian, if you did not correal him. But I think you 
are miftaken, both in theManner, and in theMeafure; 
and I doube are wron^ too in the Caufe. 

Fa. You muft explain yourfdf : What you. mean as 
to the Manner, I know not ; and. as to tne Meafure^ 
^ow can you judge of it,, unlefj you know the Offence 
more exadly. 

Ntigb. Well, but firft let me begin with the Man-^ 
oier ; I do un'dertaketo fay, yoji fin more in the Man^ 
Rer.of Correction, than your Son can have finntd agtinft 
you, in the Offence you fpcah of. 
. /i& -How can I fin in correfling my Child ? Is it not 
my Duty ? Am I not commanded to do it, and not ta 
Jet my Soul fpare far his Crying ?, 

Neigh. It fs true, you axe facomman<fed^ and if 
you correScd him purely in Obedience to the Confc- 
snand of God, and for the Amendment of the Child, 
and from no other Motive, you were right in the Man- 
»cr. 

Fa. Well, and fa I dif, I think 3, what Other Mor 
lures caul have? 

Nii^k^ 
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, Neigh. But then > dear Sir, what Reafon for all thla 
Heat ? And whence conies this Paflion ? The Duty of 
corre£bing a Child kiiows no Paffion : You ^uite fink 
the Father and the Cbriftian, by Uu'ning a Fury and a 
Mad-man. 

Fa. Not at all, I think pu are mlffiken > how caa 
I beat the Boy, if I am not angry. 

Neigh. Before I anfwer that, give me leave to tell 
you, that I diftinguifli between Anger and Rage ; thei^ 
is a Difpleafure, and there is a PaiBon : I may be difr- 
pleafed with my Son when he commits an OflFelice ; 
for no good Man but is difpleafed at every Thing that is 
finful ; but when that Difpleafure rifes up to raffion^ 
^tis quite another Thing ; Paffion is but a kind of fhort 
Madnefs, and has no Relation to the Duty of corre6b» 
ing our Children j *tis a Frenzy. 

Anger U Mainejsy and as Jirong 
In Force J tho^ not in Courfefo Long. 

Fa. And do you think I can beat a Child^ and not 
beinaPaffion?. 

Neigh. I know not what you can do> but I know 
what you ought to do. 

Fa. Well, pray tell me your Way. 

Neigh. Why, Sir, the End of Correfllon is to a- 
naend the ChilcU^^ot giving vent to Provocation : If yo« 
correct your Child otherwife, you. only gratify your 
Paffion \ you can't be (aid to corred. 

Fa. Pray, what do you^all Correflion then ? 

Neigh, tzm glad yo*i put that Queftion, for I think^ 
you do not* know in the, leaft what it is. Corre<SHon 
IS fiiewing the Child our Difpleafure at his Offence : 
And this done by Reproof, Inftruftion, and Punifhs- 
ment : For I take them to be all but Parts of CorreSion. 
The Reproof is performed generally in Words of Dif- 
, pleafure, at which we are particularly to take care to 
be angry and fin not : That is to fay^ fhew your DiP 
pleafure at the Crime, he angry j but let not that- Dif- 
pleafure ruft you out into a Paffion, into Indecency and 
4 ^^'^ 
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Diforder, into violent and farious Words, which are 
finful > he angry hut fin not. 

Fa, You make ftrange Diftinfiions, I do not fee the 
NcccfEty of them. 

Neighi^ Inftruftion is the next Duty of a Parent*; 
which is no more or lefs than an Exhortation, which 
the Parent (hould always give the Child to reform. \ 

Fa. And do yon think lean ffand and make a long 
Story to him, to inftrudl and exhort, as you cali it, when 
I am to corre£bhrm ? Why, firft of all, he is fuch a 
hardened young RoB:ue, he wdiiM laugh at it all ; he 
would not mind a Word of it, no, nor remember a Word 
of it half an Hour after, hut go away and mock at it, 
till he forces me to make him remember, by bis feeling, 
the Smart of it. 

Neigh. Have you try'd it?, do you fpeak of your owtt 
Knowledge, or by Suppofitiosn f 

Fa. I know the Temper of him fa wcH, that I ani' 
fure of it, nothing but Blows wiH do with him ; I teji 
you, you don't know him. 

Netgh. But fuppofe that were true now, yet do you. 
.think you do well to corred, before you have inilrucled- 
your Child ? 

Fa. I tell you Inftruftionrto Mra is f{«aking tothe Air,. 
*tis Water fpiit onth^ Ground ; fc^ muft be cudgclFdF, ' 
he muft bebroke like a Horfe j ix^ Fllbreak bitft, c* 
V\\ brjeak the Heart of him. 

Neigh. Naj, I fee your PaflSon is famutli concerned 
*4n your managing your Child," th^t you begjntobc in a 
Pafliok with but fpeafcing of it. 

Pa. Why you talk fe much out 6i the way as tb^ 
him, that it puts me into fome Heat again ; but ctrrni^, 
excufe me, I am not in a Paffion with yotk ; I hope yoit 
don't take it fo. 

Neigh. I believe I do talk out of the way of y6u4r 
Management, but I am fure I do not talk out of thewar 
of your Duty; I cannot be miftaton in thatj Idoulfc 
not to convince you^ of it- ' 
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Fa. You muft take the Temper of the Boy with the 
Duty of the Father, anci the laft may alter according 
totheFirft, , 

Neigh. I find you talk of your Boy, as if he had 
no Capacity of receiving Inftru£Hon ; that he has no 
Senfe but that, of Feeling ; or Paflion, but of Fear ;. 
and fo you expe£l to reform him as you break a Horfe.' 
, Now I muft tell you, your own Allufion, befides its 
being unnatural and unchriftian, as to your Child, is a- 
gainft you too, even as to a Horfe^ for you ought not 
to beat a Horfe in a Paffion, any more than a Child ^ 
but with Management and Art, that he may be taught 
to know at the faipc time what 'tis for, and how he may 
avoid it : And die ill-timing of Blows by the Heat of 
Paffion, even to a Horfe, .makes him worfe not better ;. 
and has coft many a Man his Life. For Example : A 
Horfe ftumblcs perhaps on plain Ground j the fooljfh 
Rider flics into a Paffion ; a Dog! a Toad! fays he,. 
What Jfumble upon fmooth Grotmd ! and then lays on 
upon the Horfe. The next time the Horfe ftumbles, he 
fiarts- for fear of more Blows, and perhaps falls and 
throws his Rider : Pray who is to blame, the Man or 
the fibrfe ? Nay,, this Ufage teaches the Horfe t6 do- 
it : So that fome Horfes when they happen t6 ftumble, 
they'll run forward let the Ground be proper or impro- 

Enr for it ; and I tell you, many a Man has bad his 
ones broke by that very thing 3,. I appeal to your own 
Knowledge.. . 

/5i. Tnat*s very true, Iconfefs; I have obferved it 
in a Horfe,. but never with fuch a Reflexion as you* 
make (^ it ; but I own, it requires Judgment and Skill 
in breaking a< Horfe, and to difpofe the Blows fo as ta 
king the Creature to our Hand; 

Neigh. And much more furely in the Cafe of a Child 
than of a Horfe y Blows are to inftruft, and calm 
Words with them hdp thatlnftrudkion, and fometimes. 
5d)atc,, if not totally prevent the Blows.. 
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Fa. Alas ! Neighbour, I can't talk to them : K I 
(bould ftand over them and preach, as you propofe, I 
ftxould forget all my Anger 5 the PaiEon would be over,, 
and I could not (Irike.them one Blow. 

Neigh, this is ftill a Demoftration that your beating 
your Boy has nothing at all of Correction in it, but a 
mere Excurfion of your own Paffion. 

Fa. I underftand no other Corredion. 

Neigh. Why then you underftand nothing at all of 
the Duly of correfling a Child ; Blows have no Voice 
that a Child can underftand, without having them ex- 
plain 'd :, Whenever you correft your Child, you (hould 
firft explain to him the Nature of the Offence, lay be- 
fore him his Sin againft GOD, and his Duty to his 
Parents; the Sin of the particular Crime you have 
found him committing, fuppcfe of Lyings or Stealings oc , 
whatever it be ; you ibould then with an affedionate 
Tendernefs tell nim the NeceiEty you are in to correft 
him, to fave his Soul from Death j how loth you are to 
do it ; how foolifb and unkind to himfelf it is to oblige 
his Father to do this,, fo much againft his WilL Thcfe 
Difcourfes will fmk deeper in his Mind than all yoi^r 
Stripes, and to an ingenuous Spirit it will be worfe than 
Correftion, and your Blows may be the ftwer.. For^ 
as before. Reproof enters farther into a wife Man^ than, 
an hundred Stripes into a Foohy and it will be the fame 
in a wife Child. Dr. Bujby^ the famous Schoolmafter 
of IVeflminfter School, ufed always, while he was cor- 
*i:c£ling the Boys for a Fault, to fay this Sentence to 
them in Latin, << I chaftife thee, not that 1 hate thee, 
*« but becaufe I love thee." 

Fa, This is fine Philofpphy, but you had as good 
fay nothing : It is impoflible for me to talk all that to a 
Boy, and then corred him. 

Neigh. Then you will never be able to difcharge the 
moft neceflary Duty of a Parent, to give \yholefome 
Correction j for Paffion dcftroys the very Nature of 
Corre£tion. ^ 

Fa. 
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Fa. Why then I (hall not indeed ; for I tell you, if 
I talk, to the Boy before J ftrike him, my Paffion will 
be all over* 

Neigh. And fp it ought to be before you begin t» 
corre^, and yet you ought to correct him too ; but if 
your Paf&on is not over before you correfl, I tell you^ 
you dcftroy the End of Correftion ; Blows are to be 
giveil for Inilrudion j if you give your Child Corrcdion 
without Reproof and Perfuafion, you do like a carelef 
Fhyfkian, that fends you Pbyfick, but gives noDiredioft 
when or how to take it. 

Fa. But then I muft talk to him afterwards ; for I 
tell you it "is impofTible to talk to him when I a(n in a ' 
Paffion, or to correal him when I am out of it. 

Neigh. You may as well fay, it is impoffible for you 
to do the Duty of a Father ; it is your Duty, and it 
muft be done 3 and never talk of its being impoffible % 
there-is no fuch thing in Religion, as znimpoJUble Dutyt, 

Fof, Ido not fo much argue againft the Things I 
think you ar^ in the right, that it would be bed, and- 
that it is the propereft way } but I fay again, it is inif 
poffibleyi?r me. 

Neigh. What makes it impoffible to you ? 

Fa. Why, my Temper is hafty when provoked, and 
tender when it is over ; and both to an Extreme^ 

Neigh. Then that Temper is your Infirmity, astd if 
not ftruggled with, and retrained, is your Sin, and 
muft be repented of} perhaps if you did fo, you fliould 
find, that He, to whopi nothing is impoffible, might 
teach you, that it would not be impoffible* 

Fa. But it is an Infirmity perhaps of my very Con- 
fiitution ; and what can I help it ? 

Neigh. If fo, you ipufl then correft your Conflito* 
tion, before you are fit to corred your Child. 

Fa. How can I alter my natural Temper ? 

Neigh. If your natural Tciiiper leads you ta do un-* 
natural Things, you may and you mufl oppofe thct 
^rimcj you muft endeavour to rcflrain and govern 

youc 
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your Paffions, it is your unquefttoncd Duty ; for elfe 
«11 the Wick^dtiefs we can commit in the World, may 
have the natural Temper and Conftitutlon of the Man 
to plead in its, Excufe. The Murderer will exeufe 
himfelf by his being of a paffioriate Tertiper, juft a$ 
you do : The Drunkard will plead the Heat of his Con- 
ftituiion : The Thief, an avaritious Temper : The 
debauched Rake, the Acrimony of his Blood, and the 
like. Nature is vitiated and tainted with Variety of 
Infirmities ; whether originally, and by Deftrent from 
the firft Man, is not our prefent Subje<^, but fo it isj. 
tberc dre powerful Inclinations to dp Evil in every one ; 
lind. vi^here thefe are not goverrfd by the Power of our 
Reafon or Senfe of Religion, they become our' Go* 
Vernors, and puDi us upon unavoidable Folly: So far 
thefe natural Inclinations are finful, and we muft oppofe, 
reftrain, watch againft, and ftruggle with themj and 
the Omiffion of that Oppofition is a great Sin. 

Fa^ JBut what is this to mj eorredtng my Son ? 

'hieigh. I (hall bring it bom^ diretftly to you : If any 
6f thefe predominant Indinatlons govern j»ou, pray 
how can you, under their evil Influence, pretend, to be 
a good Governor of youf Children ? Is itpofEble, tliat 
which is Evil in Itfelf, can direft you to that which is 
Good ? Can jou gather Grapes of thefe Thorns ; or 
Figs of thefe Thirties ? Can thefe corrupt Yrees bring 
forth good Fruit ? Can you,' under the Influence of 
a demented Rage, give a Child a paternal, a confcien- 
tipus Correftion ? Is it a Temper fit to go about that 
Work in ? Can you thmkto bring your Child to him* 
felf, when you are not Mailer of your ownfelf ? Can 
you reafon with the Youth, when you are out of your 
Keaibn your felf ? Paflion divefts tfxe Soul of the Ufc 
of its Reafon for that Time : And is a Man that can- 
not aft his own Reafon, ^a proper Perfon to reduce a 
rebellious Child to Reafon ? Nature forbids it, as well 
as Religion f it cannot be. 
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Fa,. But I am not fo OMt of myfclf in my Paffion, a» 
you may imagine. 

Neigh. I'll fuppofe you ARE NO%firJi for 4rgu^ 
ment fake ; and then prove YOU ARE afterwards, 
for your Convi(ftion. (1) Syppofe you are not ; thai 
iSy you are not 50 AIUCHoikt of yourfelf as 1 have 
mentioned ; if fo, it is becaufc you are not in fo great 
a Paffion, or fo much moved as thofe that are fo. But 
as every fuCh Paffion is a Degree of that Madnefs, you, 
are more or lefs unfit to corteft your Children while it 
lafts, as that Paffion is more or lefs hot; but ftiirab-; 
jfolutely unfit, while one Grain of Paffion remains, and 
you ought bv no means fo much as fpeak to, much lefs 
ftrikc your Child; - , • 

Pa: What, mufti negle^ coTreiSling him then whea 
he -is faulty? 

Neigh . No, no, by no- means. 
' Fa. What then i Yo\\t Rules are very obfcurc j L 
iwtty? eerre^ iip), ^ndl m^ft not corriSl him j perhaps 
I am ir| a Paffion, his Wickedness has provoked me \ 
I.amjuftly aiigry with him 5. nor is it in the Power of 
Flefh and BIoc^ to avoid being angry at fuch obftinate, 
rebellious, infolent Carriage: It is my Duty to refent 
ir, and it is my Duty to corre6i him ; and you fay, I 
muft not correA him, becaufel am angry, tho' it is 
my Duty to be angry too at fuch Crimes 5 this docs, 
not hans together at all, . , 

Neigh. You crowd it too faft together 5 diftinguifli 
fairly, and you will fee your Duty clearly : You are al- 
low'd to abhor the Crime which your Son may have 
committed : A juft Deteftation of Sin is no Part of your 
Paffion 5 that is^ as* before, to he angry and fin net^. 
But you muft diftinguifli between abhorring the Sin, 
and being in a Rage at the Child : AH your Anger 
againft your Child, that is not founded upon a pater* 
nal Pity, and a Zeal for his Amendment, isfinfuli 
' 'tis a Degree of Rage j and fo far as you fufier that 
Rage to influence you in his Corre^on, fo far you 

fili 
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fin. Pity, hot Paffion, (hould influence you in the 
Condu£^ of your Child ; and a fincere Zeal for hi» 
Soul's Good fhould be the only Motive of Correc- 
tion-; all the Warmth that is not founded upon this 
Principle is finfat, and is a mere Gratification of your 
own Rage ; nor does it deferve the Name of Correc- 
tion ; *tis a Quarrel with your Child, not a paternal 
Action ; 'tis a tyrannical Ufurpation, not a patriarchal 
or paternal Exercife of legal Authority. 

Fa. Well then, I muft not meddle with him in my 
Paffion, muflrl? 

Neigh, No, not touch him. 

Fa. And I am fure I can*t when I am out of my 
Faffion ; fo the Boy muflrbe ruin'd. 

Neigh. NOj the Boy muft not be ruined neither ; 
and let fuch Parents remember, that if they neglefl the 
due Govei^nmcnt of their Families, there is a Hand that 
cian remove them from the Seat of that Government, 
and provide better and more faithful Ov^fccrs in their 
Room, that the Children may be taken care of; and 
I queftion not but many Fathers are removed fi*om their 
Families, either by Death or Difafter, by the DireSion 
of Providence, that their Children may fall into better 
Hands. 

Fa* I do confefs I fee fome Weight in the Direftion, 
but no Capacity of taking the Counfcl ; what muft I 
dp when I am provoked beyond the Power of all the 
Patience I am trufted with ? . 

Neigh. Do ! why forbear till your Paflion is over : 
retire yourfelf from the Provocation, or lift' up your 
Heart to GOD, to grant you Power to reftrain your 
own Paffions, that you may not do an unfeemly im- 
proper thing in your Rage ; and when you arc per- 
fc£Hy calm, when your Blood flovirs^oolly, and your 
Pulfe beats true, then take your Son to Talk, reafon 
with him, argue with him, perfuade, exhort, threaten 
and punift, as your cool Thoughts find proper, and 
not the laft otherwife than as Neceffity and Duty^ 
^Wige. Fa^ 
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. Fa, You are right indeed, but who can pradife thia 
Kule i No Fle(h and Blood can pretend to it. 

,Niigh. Whoever it pleafes GOD to influence with 
a Senfe4>f its being a Duty, will pradife it ; and I need 
not put you in mind that every Qiriftian ought to ftudjr 
his Duty, and confcientioufly endeavour to perform it : 
Nor need I tell you, that we ought to pray daily to 
GOD to teach us our Duty, and for his Affiftance to 
enable cis to do it : In fuch a Method you cannot dpubt 
but you (ball be affift^d ; nay, you may venture, to 
fayt you will pra6tiie it, GOD affifting, according to 
that Te3tt, Teach me tby fVajj O Lord^ IwiUwaU in 
thy Truths Pfalm cxix. 

Fa. But do you not carry it too far ? Sure I may be 
a li'tde angry, a little in a Pai&on^ and not be fo unfit 
to.corre£l as I ihould be, if it came on to what you 
call Rage : I may talk to the Boy, and corrie<^ him 
too without Sin, tho' I am a little moved. 

Neigh. I aflBirm the contrary, it is againft the Nature 
of the Thing r.Correftion, I tell you, is a;n A6i of Love, 
Pity, Duty j Duty to GOD, Duty as a Parent, as 
aChrif^ian ; Love to the Child, to his Soul, to his 
Body; it is the greateft Inftance of paternal Affe<5Uon s 
'tis the higheft Token of a fincere Concern for his 
Profperity here, and his Salvation hereafter ; 'tb an In** 
fiance of Zeal for the Honour of GOD and- of Reli-^ 
gion i for the Prefervation of Virtue and Humanity ; 
what Concern can the Paffions of a Man have in thefe 
Things ? fFe knnv^ fays the Scripture, that the Wrath 
9f Man worJteib not the Rightewfnefs of GOD. The 
Kage and Fury with which Men correal Slavjes,^^ is a£led 
upon another Principle : it aims at breaking the Spirit, 
fubduing the Will, and obtaining an abfolute entire 
Subjection in the poor Bond's-man, to the tyrannical 
Authority of his Patron : There is neither Concern 
for Soul or Body expected in the Mafter ; no Love 
to his Slave's Perfon, or Concern f<Mr his Future 
State I nothing ts in View but to have his Work done 

and* 
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and his Commands be without refcrveobcy*d : To treat 
a Child tvith Pafikm and Rage, is the fame thing as 
other Men treat Slaves. But the Nature of Corredion, 
jis it refpe£bs a Father to a Child, or a Chriftian Mafter 
td a Servant, is quite different; Pafiion can-bear no (hare 
in it. Nor ought you to touch the Child, while one 
Spark of the Flame is left unextinguifbed. 

ha. What Rule have you for this Rridl Injbn<9ion ? 
Tfee nodiing of it in the Scripture. 

Nfigb. 1 readily acknowledge that the Scripture 
ieems to be tt)oct filent in this Cafe that in any other of 
)3ce Confoqueoce ; and yet the Scripture is not altoge* 
ther empty of Direftion : But it is true, that Children 
are fo apt to lay hold of every Thing that abates the 
Sub^edioQ they are commanded to be in to their Pa« 
rents, thai the Wifdom of the Apoftles was not a little 
feem, tn touching fo lightly tbe Danger of Parents Mif- 
takes, in the Manner of exercifing their Authority. 
But thfe Nature of the Thing direfts it fo evidently, that 
here feems to be the lefs Occafion ; the natural Affec- 
tion /p, and the Concern and Care of all Fathers j^ the 
Welfare of their Children, makes it rational, that Cor* 
rc£Hon miift conftft wirti thofe Tendernefles ; and what 
Share have o\ir Paffions in thofe paternal Principles I 
How does the Rage of the Man, a$ a Man^ confift 
with his Bowels, as a Father f 

Fa, Well, but a little Anger may be fo natural thai 
it cannot be avoided. 

Neigh. I cannot abate a Tittle : No Anger ! no not 
the leaft, in Corredion ; the Nature of the Office of 
a^ Father is inconfiftent with it : It mzy be Corre^on 
indeed, but it is not Paternal ; a Father's Correftion 
mi*ft be all m Love, mere Kindneis and Tenderneft ; if 
one SparJc of Anger be in your Bread, touch not your 
Child, at your Peril be it : The Principles are direaHy 
contrary, and will clafli ; in a word,^ they cannot be 
confiftent one with another. Befides, t^ being calm 
and cool in your Cone£tion, yon kave room ^for the 

Pleading 
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Ple^ading of your Children} p^rh^Sj-fomcjUmes for a - 
juli Vindication, which in your Paffion you will not 
allow-: Perhaps, fometimes you niay feelefs Rcafon for 
CorrecStionUhan at fii ft you imagined, aod that the Blows 
iriight befpar'di. (or .Parents, like the great Parent of 
the World, fliould not willingly correfl i fhould be al- 
ways glad to find,, that the Child did not deferve what 
he thought at firft he did : CorrcAion is an hdi of Nc- 
ceflity, not of Satisfadion ; and. by a wife and tefider 
Pareot, is done with Relu<3:ancc not with Delight. 
Fa\ But ym forget what J faid, I fay you do not al- * 
, there may b^fomcPaffian^ 
of the OffenQe, or the fre- 
ch oiay force Anger, fo tiut; 

m may be fo provoked, that 
yj but he can help correft- 
at Anger is upon him ; he 
'ben he cannot defei the ^vi" 
: even that Anger whicfe can- 
is an Evil, lie the Caufe ever 
about to correal the Child 
>t off, is making that fraaller 
Evil a very great one. I once faw a Father zQ. in a 
Manner which I would recommend as an Example to 
allChriftian Parents: He was provok'd exceedingly by 
an infolent and obHinate Child, who in a triftirig Mat- 
ter gave his Father very fancy, and undutiful Language. 
The Father with a Smife of Compaffion upon his Fol- . 
ly, return'd thus, Son^ if I 'was flot very^' angry with 
ycu^ I would teach you better Manners this Mintitg ; tut 
J will give my f elf Time till To-morrvw, Before To- 
morrow, the Son relented, humbled himfelf and pre- 
vjented the Corre£lion he would certainly have bad. 

Fa. I can hardly think what you propofe is poiSbliB 
to human Nature. 

Neigh. There is no queftion to be made of the Pof- 
fibility, if Men would fct ferioufly to .work to govern 

their 
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their Paffions, reduce thcmfeJves to Temper, and no^ 
be too hafty to aft, eyen where they may think they 
may have juft Occaflon. Simeon and Levi had unquef- 
tionably a very juft Occafion to be angry, and they 
give the Greatnels X)i the Provocation as an Excufe for 
their unbounded Kage, Should he deal zviih our Sifter as 
with an Harlot i let good Jacobs who knew that all 
Excuriions of human Paffions tended to Sin, cenfur'd 
it as^abominable ; Curfed be their Angar^ for it was 
fierce J and their Wrath for it was cruel. And to this he 
added a terrible Sentence, I will divide them /» Jacob, 
emdfcatter thent'inKxzxX. 

Fa. I have heard much of Mens governing their 
Paffions, but I fee little of it in Practice ; for my own 
part, I confefs I have not the Government of mjrfelf 
in a Paffion, any more than a drunken Man has in his 
Wine: But it is a Trouble to me afterwards on many 
Accounts ; particularly, I am fain to break all the hafty 
Vows and rafli Refolutions I make in my Paffion, be- 
c^ufe if I do not I (hould ruin myfelf and all my Family 
fometimes 5 and that has often troubled me very much : 
1 never confidered it at all before. I begin to believe 
I have been in the Wrongvery much j and I think ve- 
rily it is one Reafon why mv Children are fo little the 
better for all the Blows ; and yet what with one or other 
of them, I think my Hand or my Tongue is feldom off 
them. ' 

Neigh, As to governing the Paffions it is a thing* 
ip^ould take up a long Conference by itfelf, and I fhall 
be glad to talk of, it with you at any Time ; and parti- 
larly, I could tdl you a melancholy Story of a Friend 
of mine and an Acquaintance of yours, who is juftly 
at this Time in a dreadful Extremity, between the 
wicked making of paffionate Vows and Wiflies, and 
the Neceffity he is in of breaking them again, or de- 
<lroying himfelf and his Family 5 all which lie heavy 
■lypon him* 

Fa. 
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Fa, I know Urhom you mean f fuppofe, and I-know' 
the Cafe too, it isrMr. -: — — ^, the — —r, about the 
Marriage of oncof hisXDhiJdrenj he told me the Cafe: 
But I am too guilty myfelf of fuch ralfi Things, to be 
able to give )^\m Advice, I rather, want Advice. 

Nf'tgh, \ cannot fay I am fit to advife him, but I am 
fure he is ilot capable to advife himfelf 5 and he has de- 
fused a Meeting with me and a Friend or two of his, 
to talk about it. 1 

Fa. I would be glad to' be there, if I thought it was 
proper ; I nray perhaps ftand in rieed of* your Admoni- 
tion ^s Well as he. . / 
Neigh. It is not for me to introduce you ; but if he 
brings you With hiiti, it is well enough. 

Fa. I doubt not but I (ball have his Leave to come. 
Neigh, But to return t9 the Cafe in hand ; I defire to 
go. back where wc were juft now: You faid, that you 
thought you were not fa out in yourfelf in your Paflions * 
as I might imagine i and 1 have been arguing fince that, 
ttpon a Suppofitfon, that it was fo, and that you were 
Mafter of yourfelf more than perhaps Limagm'd, and 
than perhaps is true 5 and yet I have prov'd to you, 
that even then, fuppofe you were in a Pafljon at all, 
you ought not at all to correct yoty Child till that Paf- 
fion was entirely cbol'd or gone. But now you muft 
give me leave to tell you, thatl believe you were really 
in fuch a violent Rage^ that you fcarce confidered what 
you did. or what became of the Child. 
.' Fa. No, no, you miftake me quite, I had not beaten 
film fo violently; did not you hear my Kinfwoman^that 
keeps my Houfe, cajl to me, and tell me, that I had 
riot beaten him enough ? 

Neigh, Yes, I didiiear a Voice of one juft doing the 
Devil's Work for him, viz, throwing Oil inftead of 
Water upon the Fire ; any one might have known it 
was not the Mother of the Child, nor the Wife of the 
Hufband ; I have fcarce ever heard the like. 

Fa. It is true, (he is not their Mother, but (he loves 
the Children very well. 

Vou II. I Neigh. 
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Neigh. Ay, perhaps very well for a Stranger. 

I^a. Nay, (he is no Stranger, fhe is nearly related. 

Neigh, 'Tis no matter for that, fhe has no Principle 
from Nature to diSate to her the AfFeftion of a Mother^ 
or a Wife; had fhe been the Mother, Compaflion to 
the Child would have moved her; had fhe been a Wife, 
Compaffion to you would have moved her. 

Fa. She is a good Chriftian. 

Neigh. If you had not faid fo, I fhould have believed 
quite otherwife of her. 

Fa, Indeed I hope fo, and I am furc fhe wifhes the 
Child/en very well. 

Neigh. Then fhe muft be a Fool, for to be fure fhe 
knows nothing of what belongs to Education, much lefs 
to Correflion ': For as ^very Father has need to be very 
careful not" to mix his own PafEon and Folly with his 
Duty in Correftion, fo every 'By-ftander in the Family^ 
that has either A fFedlion to the Duty, or to the Party, 
will ad the Part of a Mediator rather th^n art Inflamer; 
and they that prompt the Paffions of the Parent, ar-e 
Incendaries in the Family. 

Fa. She is rather a good Woman than a wife Wo- 
man. 

Neigh, But can you fay it was a right Part for her to 
a£t, as a Relation to the Child, or as a Relation to you ; 
and did it pleafe you to hear her ? 

Fa. I muft own, I thought fhe might as well have 
held her Tongue ; I am apt enough to overdo the Work, 
Ihe needed not to prompt me. 

Neigh. Indeed I perceived you did not give the Boy 
one Blow the more for her. 

Fa. But I have given them all many a Blow by her 
Procurement, when 1 have had Rcafon little enough, 
and when it has grieved me afterwards very much. 

Neigh. She is of a mighty healing Spirit, I find ; fhe 
vents her own Refentments too, and only lays the 
Drudgery of her Paffions upon you : Is that her being 
a Mediator? 

Fa. 
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Fa. That's an Office venr few underftand, nor is it 
to be expe<9:ed from Houfe-Kcepcrs. 

Neigh. And that makes the Duty of a Father the 
more difficult, where he is left deftitute of the. Affiftancc 
of a Mother to his Children; and for that Reafon Fa- 
thers ou'ght to be very cautious of fetting Govcrnefles 
over their Children, and much more cautious of what 
Authority they put into their Hands. 'Tis a dangerous • 
thing to truft the Correftion of Children to thofe who 
want the Bonds of Nature to tye their Hands, however 
otherwife intrufted in the Family : Children (hall be 
often abufed, but feldom correded by fuch: Nor will 
the Children ever fail, as they grow up, to remember ' 
the Ufageof that kind as Injuries, not a^ Ads of Faith- 
fulnels to their Truft. But that by the bye. What I ami- 
no w upon, is the Duty of fuch Family Tyrants, in 
cooling the Paffions of a Parent; a true Father is al- 
ways glad of a Mediator, to take ofF the Edge of his 
Paffion. 

Fa. That's true, and indeed I want that Help as 
much as any Man living; but my Houfe-keeper, tho* 
otherwife well enough, has not much of the tender Part, 
(he feldom takes a Blow ofF from a Child, but rather 
calls for laying more on, as you heard her. 

Neigh. Then, as before, flie is a Firebrand in your 
Family, and wants either to be taught the Duty of her 
Place, or to be difmifs'd from it : Her Duty would be, 
when the Child has committed a Fault, to reprefent it 
as favourably and as aiFedionately toyou as^poffible ; 
to perfuade you firft of all not to refent it too much ; if 
there was a Neceffity of Corre£lton, &e fliould ftand by 
in cool Blood, and prevail with you to hold your Hand, 
when perhaps you might not fo well govern your 
Warmth ; and (ometimes you (hould permit her to ref- 
cuc the Child from you^ you would thank GOD and 
her too for it afterwards. 

Fa. That is in Ihort, you would have her be a Mo- 
ther, which fhc is not, nor can be. 

I 2 Neigh. 
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. Neigh, Well, tho' fhe cannothaye tbcnattirrf Tyes^ . 
yet Prudence will -teaeh her thits imich, that by thit- 
Ihc .will gain deep Root in tfee Affedioffis of :th« Chil- 
dren, and that AffeSlioa would give her Words a dou- 
ble Influence, which fhs might improve for their Good \ 
fQt when (he has either concealed Part of their Guilty 
or fav'd them from Part of their Punifhment,. flie has* 
Hoom to peffuade a^d argue with. them to amend, and 
to deferve no more what me delivcr'd them from 5 and 
thus (be would win upoo their DtTpeTitioBSy and obtains 
an Authority owr theoii-that ydv are not able tagive 
her» I mean an Iiiflttciice oa tbetr AWe&htMSy fhe 
would have a vd& Advantage to. do them Good. 

Fa, Ayy biH you do not kinow«iy Children; tbcjr 
aU bate her. 

N^gk And why 1$ that? hpt becaufe flic has not 
prai3i$*d this Method with them* I know 'noching of 
ypvir pamily Atfairs, bitbthe Nature of the Thing dic- 
tates it. Go home, and a(k any "of your Childtc«.the 
Qiieftion, Why do you not lore your Aunt ?-- - 1 dare 
undertake, if the ChMrea dare be fo free with you^ 
tjiey would aofwer, Btecaufe, Sic, we know ffae fets 
y^u againft lib ; fbe.^lwayis magnifies every trifling thijiig 
to you, and makes you angry with us when, ftie «ced) 
»ot, ami whe« with » good Wond fie might i»end it ; 
and when we have dxMtc a Faiult, and you- areju&Iy an^' 

fry, file al ways m«kes: you nvjre angry than* yon would 
e. Tell, me naw honeftly, if you don't think this 
will be the Cafe? . ' 

Fa. I cQofefs yott h»ve hit veiy^xaftiy the Thtng^ 
and 1 have oiien laid to her, whai. I haye^boen too ^ 
rious in beating my Boys ; C(kitfin^ why would ysu Jet ms 
^at himfo much? Why didn't you.Gome, and t€ike Mm 
away? and (he would always fay,. I tola him auwyl 
not I truly, / think, you dgnt iorr^^him^ enough \ 
the Boy will be good for nothing, and the like; and it 
'i-vAs, made mj? anfwer, if you W€^ » Moth^ you would 
be of another Mind. 

Neigh\ 
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Mngh. But if youy or (he cttbcr, bad begun with them 
•♦when they were very young, and had joined together, 
tbe one Co have aded like a Chriftian Father, and 
the other to have taken the Mother's Part fo much up- 
on her, *as I hiniedjuft now, your Children would have 
iSeen quite another .Sort of Creatures^ ' and you would 
have had little or none of this Work to do now; they 
would have lov'^ you, as well as fear'd you, and they 
iwauld have bad, not a Value fior her only, but for what 
6k\Q faid too ; whereas now ail fhe can fay, by way of 
InflruiSion, ftands for nothing: For where they hate 
the Pei fon, they will very rarely love the CounfeU 

Fa. Nay^ that's the Truth of it, there is not one 
of tlftem loves ber; and now they begin to grow up, 
tfaey tkm't fail to let her Icnow JL 

Meigh^ it^s a vtondcr if they love you any more than 
^^do htTi for where the Pafliohs of a Father run your 
liengtii, they cather whip thelrChtldpen'sAffedions away^ 
than increaiettbcin ; and when your Children once ceafe 
to love you, wihat good ^o you think your Inftru£iion 
■will do dbeoi ! They will only get from under your Go- 
-vcrmncnt as foon as they can, and then you will have 
the Charge of them indeed, but very little of the De- 
iight that you would have had in or from them ; fpr you 
are but now laying in a Store c^XJnkindnefs between 
you and thean, and robbing them of the Bleffing of a 
Father, and y<airfc1f of the Comfort of your Children : 
Whereas Corredbn given in a Fatherly and Chriftian 
^manner, will jnake your Oiildren love you the more j 
and the Impreffion of it leaves not only an immediatfe 
Influence upon thenr'Manners, but the more they grow 
ups the more they will befenfiWcof the Juftice and 
iKindncfsfof ihek Facher in their former Difcipline, and 
will love and value him 'the more for it; the Scripture 
is plain iii tbi&, Itf^e have bad Fathers of the Flejh^ who 
correSied us^ ttnd we gave them Reverence ; that is. He 
.gave them Reverence )for that very Correction. 

Fa* Youare eight indeed, fot I &ev«ty little AiFec^* 
I 3 tion 
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tioa in my Children to me, efpecially my Son* ; but 
they fliun and run away from me, and care not to con- 
verfe with me now they begin to grow up ; I think ve- 
rily it is from my being fo furious to them ail along \ I 
fee my Miftake, but'tistoo late. 

Neigh. You fhould ftrive to alter your Conduft, and 
efpecially with thofe who are ftill young. 

Fa, Nay, I do not know how to be familiar with 
them myfelf J I have been fo ufed to beat them and 
give them bard Words, that 1 hardly know how to give 
them any other Ufagc now they grow bigger. ' 

Neigh. I confefs there is a Danger in the Familiarity 
with Children too ; it requires a great deal of Prudence 
totr^ our Children with a decent Familiarity, and yet 
prcferve the Majefty and Authority of a Parent 5 and 
much of the Prudence of this Part lies on tbe Childrens 
Part, in not aflliming an indecent Equality; and there- 
fore though I do not wholly agree to the Proverb, that 
Father and Son are good Friends^ but bad Company ; yet 
in many Cafes, and efpecially where the Children want 
Manners, and the Father wants Gravity, it will be 
true : A Levity of Behaviour in a Father, diftonours the 
Pal-ent in the Eye of his Children^, and will foon bring - 
him into Contempt with them ; and a Forwardnefs to 
an Equality in a Son'difgufts the Father, and is not at 
ail grateful to a Maq- of any Senfe ; but there is a itio- 
deit Medium, which makes the Father the moft agree- 
able Company to his Children in the World. . 

Fa. But this is as difficult a Part as any Father has 
to a6i/rn his whole paternal Office. 

Neighs It is fo, but the Foundation of it is all laid 
in the early Conduft of the Parents to their Children j 
:and this brings me back to the Article of CorreAion, in 
which I have one thing more to fay, which perhaps more 
nearly concerns you than ail that 1 have faid yet/ 

F, Pray what is it ? you a little furprize me. 

Neigh. Why, as we ought not to m\% our Paffions 
with our Refcmmcnt in the Oflfences of our Children, 

not 
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nor corrcift them in gratification of our Anger ; fo we 
ought to be very careful not to do them Injuftice, and 
iflflia a Punifhment without a Crime. 

Fa, What do you mean by Injuftice ? 

Neigh. Why 1 mean we ought to give them a fair 
Hearing, and with a calm Examination patiently in- 
quire firft into the Fad, and be very fure that they are 
guilty ; otherwife it muft kindle in the Mind of the 
Child an inexpreffible Contempt of their Father's Juft- 
ice, and confequently leave for hereafter a deep Im- 
preffion of Anger and Refentment. 

Fa. Well, but what does this relate to me ? lam 
fure I have juft Caufe enough to corre6i mine, for he 
is one of the refradorieft young Creatures thatf vcr a 
Father had to do with. 

Neigh. If you will not take it ill, I will convince 
you that it relates to you. 

Fa. I will take nothing ill ; pray fpeak freely. _ 

Neigh. Firft of all anfwer me this Queftion, Did 
ycu correct your Son for the Fault you mentioned, viz. 
his flaying of the Errand you fent him, or did you clear 
an old Score with him ? 

Fa. No, no, I am not fo patienr neither ; I never 
run in debt to my Sons, 1 affure you, I always make 
pun<3ual Payment. 

Neigh. And perhaps fometimes make your Payment 
when there is no Debt. 

Fa. They take pretty good qare of that, they make 
aconftantClaim. 

Neigh. Well, but NOW yoxx fay, you had but one 
particular thing that you punifli'd him for; pray let me 
hear what it was over again, for I doubt 1 have you 
faft in a Noofe. 

Fa. I correded him for flaying on that Errand, and 
for nothing elfe ; and confidering bow often he had 
been correded for the fame Faulty I think he deferved 
it very wclL 

I 4 Neigh. 
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Neigh, But had you firft calmly enquired into the. 
Fafl ? Aire you (kre 1w was guilty ? 

Fa. Ay, ay, guilty, lam fure he was guilty ; he 
had been gone above an Hour, and the Diltance was 
next to nothing. 

Neigh, But had he nothing to fay for himfelf ? 

Fa, Yes, yes, he never wants fomething to fay ; he 
made a formal Story of his going to the Hoop-1'avem 
by London Bridge, to find the Man, and of ftaying there 
I know not how long for an Anfwer ; but 1 knew his 
Ro2:ue's Tricks, I knew 'twas aU a Lye, iie ha» been 
at Play all the while, to be fure. . . 

Neigh, And fo you correflcd him at a venture ? 

Fa. ^y, and no great venture neither, for I did not 
believe a Word he faid. 

Neigh, But fuppoie stow the Boy was' innocent, and 
really had been fo far, and had ftaid there h long, what 
then ? Would not yo* tHInk you had done him wrong ? 

Fa* Why truly yz^, lihould own I had-been wrong ; 
b^t he is fuch an old Offender, that if it had been fo, ' 
it had only been an Advance of Paynwnt, and he would 
foon have balanced Accounts with me, if iie did. not 
c'eferve it To-day, be would be fure to deferve it -To- 
njorrow. 

Neigh, Well, but I am arguing ferioufly, that the 
Injury is to ourfeJves to fall upon our Children unjuftly ; 
obferving how it lefiens us in their AffeiiHon, weakens' 
our Auniiority, enervates }uft Correiiron itfe^f, "and 
plants an early Contempt of the Parent in the Minds of 
theChildien. 

Fa, J know you are ferious, and I do not fet light by 
what you are (ayiag 5 onlyi think 1 am out of danger 
of the Chiarge. 

^ Neigh. Perhaps not fo much out of danger as yoa 
think you are. 

Fa. 1 am very eafy about it. 

Neigh. Well, but do you acknowledge fhls, Br do 
y9u Mot^ that a Parent who correfls his Child without 

due 
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due Examination into the Faft, and calm hearing of 
his Defence, if the Child (bould be really innocent, is 
himfelf guilty of a great Sin ? 

Fa. Yes, I readier acknowledge that ; For doubtless 
there is Juftice due to our' Children, as well as to any 
other J and Solomon fays. He that jud^e^ a Matter before 
he hears ity *tis^ Folly and Shame unto him. 

Neigh. Why then in the Words of Nathan the Pro- 
phet toia6g David, THOUARTTHE MAN'^ 
for I am providentially a Witnefs at this time for the 
poor Child, though I kneiv nothing of this Part^ that he 
is wholly innocent. 

Fa. loufurprize me; it Is impoffiblc ! 

Neigh. You fliall fee that immediately ; you fay, you 
fent him to Mr. — at the upper End of the Street. 

Fa. Yes, and he faid he was at the Hoop -Tavern by 
Lon Aon- Bridge J and that he went to him thither. Which 
1 took for a Sham. 

Neigh. Well, and did he jiot bring you a Letter 
from Mr. .? 

Fa. Yes'indeed, he did bring me a Letter. 

Neigh. And wfiy then did you queftion his having 
feen fuch a Perfon. 

Fa. I did not queftion that, vou may be fure, indeed 
I could not, becaufe I faw his Hand j but his going after 
him to London- Bridge J thatl knew was a Sham, becaufe 
Mr. ■ was at home but a few Minutes before. 

Neigh. All rafh ftillj unjuftly rafli, for Mr. was 

at the Hoop-Tavern by London- Bridge^ and 1 was there 
with hiix) upon a fpecial Affair, and I faw your little 
Boy come in with a Note to him ; nor was the Hour's • 
time, which you fay the Child ftay'd, any Fault, for 

1 think verily Mr. made him ftay half an Hour 

for his writing the Anfwer. ♦ 

Fa. Is this pofliblel- Then indeed I have been too 
rafli with my Boy. 

Neigh. And have done him a great deal of wrong, 
lafTureyou^ 

I 5- J^a. 
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Fa. Indeed I did not give the Boy Time to anfwer 
me, for I was in a PaiEon at his ftaying. 

Neigh, You fee then that Paffion is the Foundation 
of Injufticc, even to your own Children, 
Fa. Well, it (hall be a Warning to me. 
Neigh, I hope you are convinbed then, that Paffion 
is of no life in the CorreSion of Children. 

Fa. I aniindfjedi neither is it of any ufe in any part of 
pur Family-condu<a as I fee j fori affure you my foolifh 
hafty Temper has run me into fuch rafli Things with 
my Children and my Family, that I have Caufe to re- 
pent of them as long as 1 live. 

Neigh, I doubt not but a paffionateMan muft do fb ; 
and though I know not the Particulars, yet I can cafily 
Judge it is fo ; for a Man very feldom docs any thing itt 
,a Paffion, but he finds Reafon to repent ^f it} for as 
- the Paffion itfelf is wicked^ and muft be repented of^ 
To the Production of it is the fame; the Fruit can nc- 
.ver be good, if the Tree be evil. 

Fr. I have mentioned one ill Effect it has bad upon 
me, viz, that when I am heated^ or mov*d^ I am apt to 
make ra(h Vows an J Fefolutions, fuch as if I durft 
keep them would ruin my Family ; and yet my break- 
ing them is a continual Breach of Peace to me. 

Neigh, I know it is ufual for paffionate Men to do 
all manner of ra{h Adlions; the World is full of dread- 
ful Examples,, of which I could tell you fome, if I had 
Time. 

Fa, Pray fparc a little Time :- For I wifli you could 
counfel me as cffeiluallyi n that Cafe, as you have in 
thisi fo: I think what you have faid in this Cafe b fo 
clear, and fo convincing, that if it pleafes GOD to 
help me to keep my Refolution, I will never flrike a 
Child again, let the Provocation be as great as it will, 
\»11 my Paffion is quite gone,, and till 1 have enquired 
fully into the Fault, and fairly heard what Defence be 
can make; and even then will, as you hint, talk as 
calmly ane^ movingly to him as J am able, in order^ ta 
reform him* ' Nitghx 
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Ueigh. I am glad to hear you fay fo, anil thank 
GOD for the Occafion of a Difcourfe that has been fo ef- 
feSfual: But pray take one thing with you, you muft 
not always after this calming Difcourfe omit the Cor- 
redion of your Children, efpecially where the Crime 
requires it; only take care never to give your Paffion 
^ny Share in ir. 

Fa. ril endeavour that too, but I fcarce know how 
to pronwfe for myfelf j I am fure I fliall flicd as many 
Tears as the Child. 

Neigh. So you will, and 'tis the Mark of a ferioos 
Correaion when the Parent is afBided as much as the 
Child is corrected ; that's a true paternal Spirit ; and I 
muft tell you there are a great many teaching Circum- 
Aances in a ferious Father's correcting a Child : When 
he is calling the Child to an Account for his Offences, 
how naturally does it occur, that if GOD (hould thus 
enter into Judgment with u6 all, what woXild be our 
Portion 1 When he concludes the Child deferves Cor- 
redion, how does it come in again, if GOD fliculd 
deal with us as we deferve, how (hould weftand before 
him ! When he correfts, he remembers how GOD's 
CorreAion is lefs than our Iniquity deferves, that there 
is no Proportion between the Crime and the Punifliment ! 
When the Child ftretches out his Hands for Forgi venefs, 
howjuft an Emblem is it of our penitent Application to 
GOD for Mercy ? I know nothing fo fruitful of profita- 
^ble Meditations, as the Authority of a Father in correft- 
ing, and -his Compaffion in forbearing his Child. The 
Reluctance of the Mind with which we correft our 
^ Children, the Joy we have to find them innocent, when 
we fear them guilty : AJas, when Paffion intervenes, all 
this is loft! the End is deftroy'd, the Child fuffers ; the 
Father fins,;ind the Benefit of Ct)rre£Hon is entirely loft. 

Fa. I have heard you with a pJeafing Attention, I 
believe it is all fo; 1 ack-nowJedge 1 have never ufed to- 
a<a that wife Part, my Paffiims have always robbed me 
of the comfortable Rettediiojiyou mention^ hut I refolve 
to a£t qiiyte another Part laflure you* iietgh. 
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Neigh, GOD continue your Refdlution, and* fortify 
your Soul againft the yiolent Attacks of your own Paf- 
lions, for chey are all fatal Knemies to your Peace. 

Fa. But what fay you to thefe rafh Vows, and hair- 
brain'dProteftations, which m my Paffion 1 have often 
niade, and which it is impofflbhe for me to keep ?* - 

Neigh. I cannot advifein that Cafe, 'till 1 hear the 
Particulars, and perhaps that may not be proper. ^ 

Fa. Yes, yes, I am too much afliam'd of having 
ofFended, to be afliam'd to acknowledge it, 

J\r^/^*. That's a certain Token of a true Pemtcnt. , 

Fa, My great FoHy is, that when I am in fuch ;4 
Paffion, 1 make rafh, wicked and intolerable Promifes 
and Vows, which I dare not keep, and yet dare not 
break ; if I keep them I ruin niy Family, if I bre«(k 
them I ruin my Soul : What wretched things do Paf- 
lions run us into when not guarded with Grace ? 

Neigh. ThdiX,\% a very terrible Extreme of Paffion 
indeed. 

Fa. Why, 'tis not many We^ks ago that in a vio- 
lent Paffion with one of my Sons, for a Fault mdeefl 
bad enough, but too trifling for fuch a Refdlution, 1 
turn'd him out of Doors, and vow'd I woilld never have 
uny thing more to do with him, and he fhould nfiver 
ccme into my Doors again. 

Neigh. Well, and did jou keep it ? Pr^y^ what (s 
"become of the Boy ?. , . 

Fa. poor Cliild ! he fat crying npon a Stone juft 
without the'D^or a good while, and by and by it rain'd j 
and there he fat till he was thorough wet, and 'till I 
cry'd as faft within Doors as he dfd without ; and I had 
no more Power to keep my Vow, than I had Power 
to refrain making it \ fo one wicked thing follows ano- 
ther, and both make work for Repentance i and this 
treaks the Peace of my very Soul. 

Neigh. V\\ tell you a (hort Story, like yours : 1 knew 
a good Man, but fubjeft to like raffions with you, that 
upon fume unkind provoking Words of his W ife, went 

out 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^he Family InJlfuShr. ^05 

-went out Off his Huurfe, and^iSi'd itnirght fall on his 
Head rf ever he came into it again. He had a Tamily 
of Children, to whom fee was a tender Father ; neitlier 
was he an unkind Hu{band j and (he a very loving, af- 
feftionate Wife; but a fudden Breach happened : Nor 
.was the Thmg about which it iiappep'd of any great 
Confequence, proportioned to {q much Heatj but 
Words on one hand begat Words on the other, both 
being paffionatc; inihort, the Man went away, and 
kept away two Days, and fo long his Difguft tept bis 

. PaiEon up. But when tht Heat cool'd, and the Mart 
confidewxl what dreadful Confequenccs to his family, 
tnuft attend the keeping fuch a Vow, he immediately 
came to this Conclufion ; I havefinn'd greatly ki mak- 
ing this raft Vow, but I muft continue to fin as long as 
q live, if 1 keep it ; Pll c^ft myfeff upon G O D'a 
Mercy, afk Pardon for my Sin, and venture the Con- 
fequence \ for it is my unqueftioned Duty not to caft 
off my Wife and Oii-ldTen. 

In this Frame the good Men went comfortably, tho' 
-penrtenrty, home to his Wife, who received him with 
the fame Temper as he came in. I think I need fay 
no -more, tlian tell you this Stony, only add one thing 
for your Obfervation; the good Man I fpcak of 
was too fincere in hrsRelle(^ions,ever to makeany more 
liich raft Wiflies: 1 hc^e yon will imderftand the Ap- ' 

• plication of the Story as weH as the Parallel. 

Fa. It is a dreajffiil Mifchief to Men and to Fami- 
lies, when Men mov'd by the Violence of their Paf- 
fions make fuch Vows as are fcarce lawful for .them to 
break, and yet are by no means lawful for them to 
keep 5 by which they biing tbcmlelves \to this unhappy 
Crifis, that they muft fin- very greatly whether they 
keep them or break them, and have only the wretched 
Choice to make, which of two wicked Things they 
muft do. 

Neigh. This is exaftly the Cafe of one that you 
know very well 5 and his Example mayieem to give 
us all a Caution not to ad^^affionately i and particularly 

ia 
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in our Families, not to be Tyrants over our Children, 
inftead of Parents; and mere Magiihates in our Fami- 
nes, inftead of juft Governors. 

Fa. Who is that pray ? 

Neigh. It is Mr. , one of your Neighbours. 

Fa. Why, his Children have afied barbaroufly by 
him. , 

Neigh. Ay^ thafs true^ but where did it begin? 
Such Education will always produce fuch Children who 
have a^ed ill, he is the moft to blame of any Man in 
the World \ and what between his Paffion one way, and 
his Pofitivenefs another, he went a great way to ruin 
the only Children he had, that were like to be good 
for any thing. 

Fa. Pray let us difcourfe a little of his Cafe: I know 
Yisa longone, but it is a remarkable Cafe: And I am 
not fo much enquiring into the Particulars as it is ano- 
ther Man's Concern ; but 1 think in talking a little of 
his ConduS, I may fee fomething inftxuSing to me a- 
-boutmyown. 

Neigh. I find I am call'd away„ but if you. will ftay 
a little ril come again prefently, and tell you all that 
tragical Story ^ perhag^s it may be of fervice to you. 

[Here a Servant cametofpeak. with him on fome- 
particular Bufinefs^ which obliged him to g9> 
away for a while ; Jo their Dialogue ended fan 
that Time 'i buthefoonreturrCd^ 



End of Ac Ftrji Diaiogm 
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THE 

SECOND DIALOGUE. 

[ P O N the Return of this good Neighbour* 
the paffionatc Father toW him, he had fc- 
rioufly confidered their Difcourfe \ that 
he thanked GOD fof the providential Oc- 
cafion which had brought hini by his Door 
at the Jun(3ure when he was ading a Part which he 
\iadromany Reafons to be,a{hamed of; and that he 
pronufed himfelf a great Advantage from his good Adr 
Tice. But, fays he, pray go on, and let me have the 

Hiftory of Mr. > I have already heard much of 

him, and have already foolifhly blamed his Violence, 
when I never had any Reflections upon my own. 

Nehh^ Ay, Sir» that's frequent, the Obfervation of 
other Mens Errors does not always make us refie£t up- 
on our own. 

Fa. Methinks it fliould tho* j how can we blame a 
ihinsin other People, and praftife it ourfelves ? 
' Neigh. Becaufe we do not fee our own A<3ions in the 
fame Light as we do other Mens. 

Fa. Indeed 1 have looked upon this Man's ConduiSl 
with the utmoft Deteftation| I ufed to fay, that he 
perfefily called Evil Good,, arid Good Evil ; and now 
1 think I have done fb myfelf more than he. 
Neigh. Doubtlefs you have been both to blame. 
Fa. I know not how tojudgeof Things, I begin to 
think better of his Conduct, and worfe of my own. 

Neigh. You may have Reafon to have meaner 
Thoughts of your own, Condudl than you had before^ 
but I cannot fee bow you can think bettet of his* 

Fiu 
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Fa. I Ibtnk my Behaviour has been oiucfa the Wor(e' 
of the twou 

Niigh, Truly hk Condud was the moft extravagaqt 
with his Children that ever I heard of; nay, I muft fay, 
that I never met with anj^ tiling like it; and all by this 
very Miftake we have been talking of. 

Fa. What, about his Pafton ? } know -he is a-pafi 
fionate, fiery, raft Man, ae^ell as I. 

Neigh. The wopft, I fay, that ever I met -with. 

Fa, And yet Ibope he is a good Man too. 

Neigh, GOD knows bow he does to reconcile his- 
Te«nper to his Principles ; tuch Paflions will coft htm 
many a fad TTioqght hereafter, if ever he isinade fca-» 
£ble of the Sinfulneis of them. 

Fa. Bcfidesjhe has ruin'd fomeof hb Cljiildrenyou fey. 

Neigh* Some of them! did I fay ? Nay, he went a= 
lad Length in the Ruin of them all,; why he was for 
three or four Years infuch a Rage Vith three of theraj 
that he was not rn fpeaking Terms with then^ or they, 
with him« all.that w*hile. 

Fa. What, not they with him ? 

Neigh. No, they had been fo cruelly treated, they* 
faid, that it deftroy'd all Affeftion in them froip iheiir^ 
ChfldhDod^. and afterward, it the eafier deftroy'd Re- 
fyeS, ^ativi may he Jure op 

Fa. But then they were out of their Duty too ; I: 
hope you allow that r ^ 

Nei^i Yes, yes;, they were out of their Duty tob6 
iwre ; but where begins it all ? And what Comfort is it 
.to a Parent, that his Children do not do their Duty ?: 
That's an Addition to the Afflidion, not a Leficningqf: 
it, if he is a Chriftian. ^ 

Fa. Paffion is indeed a Deftroyer of Duty on both 
Sides y^ he had nat done the Duty of a Father to them,, 
when they were little; and they did not do theDuty of 
Children when they grew up. 

Neigh. 'It's^erytrue, there's no Duty regarded on 
ekher^ide; and that which is the Sting of all is, that 

their 
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thrir4iQt doing their Duty ta hitn, was the Conse- 
quence of his nrft not doing his Duty to them ; and fi> 
he may ^ his Sin in the Pimilbnient 

Fa. Nay, his Sin to them laid a Foundation of Siri 
in ibem too ! that's another fad Consideration* 

Niigh, Ay, bis Unictndiie(s occtdoned their Un- 
naturalnefs, he turn'd them out of Doors ; and they 
ftaid outef his Doors, and /b th^ neither lived with 
him, or he with them ; which was a melancholy thing 
among Father and Children. 

Fa. Nay, it might be they were happier fo,^ than 
if they were to have Kved together. 

Niigh. No doufbt but it alienated the Minds of his 
Family ; he made himfetf a Terror to them firft ; and 
how could ^ey take Delight Jn their Father^ when he 
was made fpightfufl to them. ' 

iSt. I*m ef your Mind in that ; if Aey were fifft 
made to be fo afraid of him> they could ^fearce ever 
loveiiim ; I firrf it (b already in-my own Family : Fear 
is a Species a/Hatred^ and wfll tife upto it by -degrees ; . 
my 'CbilAien are a comkig ttp to it as fift as they can ^ 
and ^tis M «iy Fault origtnaUy, tho^ it will be their 
Fauktooatlaft. 

Neigh. You have tfiis Mercy, that Aey arc younger 
than his, and perhaps you may bring them ofF by a 
pntdent Management of yourfelf for the future. 

Fa. GOD knows if it may not be too late j evrl 
Impreffions take Root earlier and eafier than good ; 
and I haue a much harder Tafk to do now, than it 
would have been, had I taken fuch a Courfe as you 
have been (peaking of from the Beginning. 

Neigh, it may be fo ; but you muft apply to it with 
the 4nore Serioufneft 5 it may pleafe GOD to give his 
Bkffing to it ftjll, His never too late. 

Fa. Well, Neighbour, pray go on with your Storjr 
of Mr. — ; for I know fomethmg of that unhappy 
Man's ConduiJ too, and I think 1 begin to fee him 
fct before me as a Warning fqr my own Management, 

though 
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though he brought it all back again afterwards, if my 
Account of it be right. 

Uiigh. Well, you fliall hear that Part too in it»^ 
Place ; but I fliall begin with the Story of one of his 
Sons firft \ the Cafe was this : The young Man had» 
commited a Fault, that indegd ht had\ the Story of 
which will come in of courfe. 

Fa. Which of his Sons was it, for he had feveral ;. 
and I hear he is out with. them all i ' 

Neigh, It was his youngeft Son, whom he bred up^ 
ip hisLown Bufinefs. 

Fa. What could it be ? Had he robbed him ? 

Neighs No, no, 1 do not hear that he charged him 
with wronging him y but it was fome Errand pr Mcf- 
fage which his Father ordered him to do, and the Lad 
had done it wrong ; and he flew in a dreadful PaiSon. 
upon him, beat him feverely, and in a too violent 
manner to be defcribed« 

Fa* All Bjagi^ all Rage<^ Neighbour v I fuppofe^. 
juft as you found me a doings 

Niigh^ Ay, but the Circumftance made it osore per* 
nicious even than yours, becaufe his Son was then al- 
moft a Man ; and the PaiSons of Youth we all know^ 
are w^rm at that Time, and apt to run them into 
fbolifb and rafli Things \ and fo it was here. 

Fa. As they are our own Children, we may expe^ 
they partake a little of our own Tempers ; and I can fee 
now, myi Friend^ fince your Reafbnings have cool'd me, 
a great many Allowances which we ought to make to- ^ 
our Children, and for want of which we often hurt our 
own Peace, and ruin our Children effectually. 

Neigh. Why fo it was here ^ after Mr. had 

beaten his Son (b violently that he put the young Man- 
into almoft as great a Fury as himfelf, he bad him go to* 
the Place again,, which he had fent him to befpre, and 
do the Buftnefs rjghty which it feems he had done lurong \. 
the Youth, whofe ill Part was not begun till then, fat 
ftill fobbing in bis Breaft^ for he was in too much Rago. 

ta 
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to cry, and didnotjiir. Upon .which his Father bidding 
him again GO^ he anfwered he would mi. The Father 
again provok'd, takes Up fomething toftrilcehim again ; 
when his Son flying up on a fudden to the Door to run 
down Stairs, his Father flept between and flopp'd him : 
Upon which being in the litmoft Terror, he turns about, 
and in a mere Defperation, jumps clear out of a Win- 
dow, a full Story high into the Street. 

Fa. Thefe are dreadful Examples of Paflion indeed, 
both in Father and Child j but the Youth was cer- 
tainly in the Fault. 

Neigh. I am not excufing the Children, when I am 
admonifliine the Parent ; / deftre you will take thai with 
you in all I Jay j GOD forbid I fhould fay any thing to 
encourage the Difobedience of Children : I hope you 
did not fee any thing of it in your own Cafe. 
: Fa. No, no, I do not charge you with it ; Pray go 
en with your Story j What came of the poor Child I 
'- Neighs Why, it feems he got no capital Mifchicf by 
the F Jl or Leap out of the Window 5 that is, he broke no 
Bone»thQ*he hurt himfcif very much otherwife; but get- 
ting up as well as he could, he went aws^ to aKelation's 
HoMfe in theCity ; who ieeing him in that Condition, and 
bearing his Story, took him in, and took care of him. 

Fa. And what faid the Father to it ? 

Neigh, Why one would think it might be fome Sur- 
prize to him J but quite otherwife, which is veryjlrange^ 
his PaiHon was fo great^ he had no Room for any Con- 
cern about what might have befallen his Child ; but 
feem'd rather vex'd that he had efeaped him, than 
troubled at his Defperation. 

Fa. This is a terrible Inflancc indeed of the Excefs of 
Paffion ; but how long did it hold } I fuppofe when his 
An^r was over, it grieved him in proportion. ' 

Neigh. See now the Difference of Temper between 
fome Fathers and others ; his Rage was fo great, that 
1 know hot whether it abated at all, or ever will abate } 
it was removed indeed from one Objed to another^ 

aa 
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as you ihall hear ; but I think it may be faid to coif^ 
tmue to be Rage even^ (bine Years after. , Bat to re-* 
turn to the St©ry : The Youth^Udnot come hoimeiAar 
M^A/, you may be fure, which very much difa^ointed 
him ; nor did hC|lct his Father know where he was for 
federal Days ; indeed he inras fo bruifed with his.Fall 
or Leaf)^ that be could not go aibrbad, and he was fa 
afraid his Father &ould come to him, diat he was ready^ 
to fivoon away at the vfery Thoughts of it. 

Fa. Well, but after ioixic ftirae, I fuppofe, itmuft 
abate a little. 

Neigh. You (ball hear ; Tiiere was <a Relation of 

- the Child, {,vm.) his Meiher^s Brother^ who hearing ot 

the Quarrel, concerned himfelf to snake up tkelireach^. 

ftnd to get the Father to be eafy, mod the young Mait* 

home again to hU fiulinefs, 

Jfif. That was the fart of ^ tnie Friendi and like: 
a religious Relartion. 

Neigh. But tbe Succefs did not «ntoer at 4^ \ for 
i^en he came to <he Father,, and did l»a ncme Mm^i^ 
flew out inaPaffioii,4ind evenabufed his Brother-in-law 
for c^>ffHnj|>toihim ; fadia a calling iiis Son all the Names 
a Man in Rage conld be fu|)^oied to do ; td'k'hiin, he 
had nothing to do buttokeep otAef^his way, wkereve^ 
he happen'd to &e ^m ; that be had made a V^owthat 
he ihould never come witbin^^hisI>oovs again ^(bthat, in 
a word, therewas no Room for Interce&o^^fany kind. 
^ Fa. This was furious, indeed. 

Neigh, His Broth^r^'law aiked i»im^ ^hat the 
Child muft do then ? and expodulafied with him upon 
the Diftrefs of the young Man; argued iii«ow«i Duty as 
a Parent ; the Degree of bis Son's OflSsiKe ; the Sinfcil- 
Befs of his PaiSon ^ and faid.ail that could be faid in the 
Cafc', as aReflationandasaChriftiaf^, butlonopurpoie*. 
Fa. Ic may be, he had fome otiier great Crimes, or 
feme unufuaii difobliging things to charge i)im with^. 
which had ferved to cxaifperatc him. 
N»i$^. ^4?s..Idomttimdtbatfaeihad». 
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IPa, 'Tis true; his reiirfing to go, and teBing his Fa- 
^er he wvMnot^ was provoking. * 

I^e'igh, That's true 'y but where now is the AifirdKort 
^f a Parent ? where the Aiai at the ChiWs Good^ 
Soul and Body, in aH this ? This is not Corre<3i«n, 
•'tis mere Enmity, 'tis Wrath and Revenge ; and tl>is 
is the Realbn why 1 toW you this Story. 

Fa\ But what is become of the young M;m, pray ? 

Neigh, Why, when his Uncle bad been with his Fa- 
ther, he came back to him ; he did not tell him:pre^ 
fently how pofitively his Father had rcfufcd to receive 
;him ; but began lo perfuade him ta go home, and fub- 
init to his Father, as it was his Duty to do. 

Fa, Well, what faidthc Youth"? 

Neighs With, Tears in; bis Eyes,, ht hi^g^dofhh Un-' 
dk, tlut he might never go hortie to his> Father any 
inore, whatever Mifchief befel him > he faid, he,W€«^^ 
ittbmdt to Im Father, Tefpe<li him, a£ic his Pardon, or 
any thing that couU be r^onably defidred ; but Chat «9 
his Father had no Command of hinvfelfs, . no Govern- 
ivtent^f his Pafions, he did not think he was quali- 
fied for the Gov(.nrnment of his Ckeildtett, and he wotM 
fubniit to any Hardfbip m the Wocid, btit going hoate 
to his Father \ butihat he would neveo do» whatever 
befel him* 

Fa, I confefs, this Is a fa* Proof o£ tbe Confecpuence 
^ Fathers letting loofc their Paffions in the Govern- 
ment of their Fanrilies; bmtyet the youth was wrong 
alfo. 

Neigh, WeH, r am now up©n the Hiftouy, not the 
Comment, let me go onv When his Uncle iovsoA thd 
Tempers on both Sides were fo entirely aver-fe to one 
anotlier, hcnuovedtio farther in it; but began to con- 
fider what was to be done to prevent the Ruin of the 
young Man, which it feems the Parent had no Con** 
cesrn about. 

Rt. So that the Uncle was more a^ F.ather to him 
thaithitt realFather* 

Neigh. 

5 
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Neigh » That is true indeed, ^nd has put him out 
again to the fame Trade ; which his Father knew, but 
took no more notice of it or him, than if he was not 
his Child, or any way related to him. 

Fa. And was the young Man no other ways wick- 
ed ? 

Neigh. No indeed ; he is now a fober, virtuous, 
and I hope, a religious young Man. 

Fa. Well, and what will become of him when he 
is out of his Time? 

Neigh. Nay, that is tHe Thing we are now upon \ 
did you not fay you heard it was ail made up again ? 
That belongs to the other Part of this Story. 

Fa. Well, goon ; I know not what the other Part 
may be, but this Part is all terrible and unnatural. 

Neigh. Did I not fay, that all Paifion mingled with 
Corrcftion, is unnatural ? 

Fa. And would my violent Paffion have run me up 
to fuch a dreadful Extream as this, if it had gone on ? 

Neigh. I hope not. 

Fa. But I fee^plainly it might ; for as my Children 
were growing up, fo was my violent Meafures with 
them growing up alfo j and as 1 (hould have made 
them fear (that is, hate) mt^for I take it to be the fame ; 
fo when they had provoked me in this manner, 1 might 
have ripened up to the fame Rage. 

Neigh. I hope the Influence of fovereign Grace will 
rettrain you from fuch Extreams ; was not this Man's 
Family, and himfelf too, miferable by thefe Things i 
There were two other of his Children almoft in the fame 
Condition with him upon different Accounts. 

Fa. What Account, pray ? 

Neigh. Why, his eldell Daughter, a young Wo- 
man of a very good Character, a modeft, fober, reli- 
gious young Lady, had difobliged him to the laft De- 
gree, much about the fame time, becaufe {he would 
not marry a Felloiv no way fuitablfe to her, either 
for Perfon or Manners; but one who, btcauje he 

was 
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-wacts rich^ the Father impbfed upcm her ; (he ufed all 
the Argument*., all the Perfuafions and Entreaties (he 
^ouldto her Father, toexcufe her from it ; (he told him, 
(he could not love him, nay he was odious to her ; (he , 
could not endure him ; fhe reprefcnted, that it would 
be a Sin in her, and an lujury to the Man, to marry 
him, feeing (he could not love him, or difcharge her 
Duty to him, in that AflFeftion and Kindnefs that ought 
Xo be between them ; allwas^one: She employ 'd Friends 
to fpeak to her Father and* perfuade him, but all to no 
Purpofe i 'till at laft he came upon her with Violence 
one Morning, and told her he had fent for Mr. — 
meaning the rerfon he would have her to marry 5 and he 
' was refolved to fee them marry'd that Day. 

Fa, Why, the Man's a Lunatickj iu re you can't 
call this a reafonable Man ? 

Neigh. Well, his Daughter managed him better 
however than his Sons could do ; for when (he faw 
hqr Father warm, and reflefled how ra(h he was in 
.his Paflion, (he made him little Anfwer, but in general^ 
That (he hoped he would not force her againft her 
CooTent 5 that (he had given him an Account already 
that (he could not marry that Man, and- hoped he 
would not take it ill from her. He minded little what 
Jhefazd^ but about Eleven o'Clock brings the Perfon . 
up to her, and leaves them together. The Man ad- 
dreffed himftlf handfomely enough to her : But (he, 
refolving to take the Occaflon to extricate hei felf, told 
him,* 'That (he defir'd to be very plain with him, and 

* hop'd he would not take it ill, feeing there was a 

* Neceffity for it : ^bat (he had fome Rea(bns why 

* (he could not comply with him : That (he hoped he 

* would not defire her to marry againfl: her Will : 

* That it was not any Dcfign to affront him, that (he 

* ufed this Freedom with him j and that if her Father 

* would have been pleafed to do it for her, (he would 

* gladly have been excuied, but (he had no other Re- 

* medy j and if he bad any real Rcfpedt for her, Jhe 

' • begg'd 
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* h^i^ b*^ would m>t urge her Father about it any 

* more j for as it was her fettted Refolution never to 
^ have him, his preffiog her Father to it was to ik> 

* purpofe as to the Thing itfelf^and would onjy make 

* a Breach between her Father and her, which couM 

* be no Service to him/ And with this flie related Ky him 
all that had pafs'd between her Father and her. 

The Gentleman told her, be wasftjrprie'd to hear her 
talk fojfceing her Father badaffur'd hrm of another kind 
of Entertainment: fiutfince it was fb^and (he was not to 
be prevailed upon by Perfuafion to ah^rher Mind, he aP- 
fur'd her, he was far from defiring any violent Methods 
ihould be uied with her^ and that he would be as careful 
not to exafperatc her Father againft her, as poffiWe ; 
and thus took his Leave : He faw her Father as he 
went out, hut faid Utile to him^ only putting off his Ha€ 
as he pailbd hy^ the Father being talking with fome- 
bodyelfe.. 

. It pa&'d on for above an Hour without any Notice, 
the Father, it feems» expeftingthe Return of the Per- 
fon i but when he faw he came not, he came up to his 
Daughter, ainienquired die Meaning of it. She made 
no Scruple to tell her Father y That ae {he had told 
htm before, that (he could upon no Terms think of 
that Gentleman for a Huiband, (he thought fte was 
oblig'd to tell him fo plainly too; for, that fhc could 
not think of keeping a Man company, after (he re* 
folved not to have him. 

Her Father interrupted her at that Word^ but ra|hcr 
raved than talked to her, flying into Aich a Paiikm a3 
hardly to forbear his Hands from her ; faid all the, un- 
kind rude Things to her be could think of; nradefo- 
lemn Imprecations that be would never give her a Groat, 
that he would never own her for his Daughter j and, 
in a word^ bade her go out of his.Houfe. 

The young Woman wa» under grerit Afflidion at 
this Treatment,, but there was no Remedy ; it's true, 
ihe did not go out cf.his Houfe^ but he neither eat 

or 
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or drank with her, would not fufFer her to come into *- 
the Room where he was, he gave her neither Necefla- 
ries, or Money to buy them : Several Gentlemen made 
Propofals to him to marry her, and fome very hand- 
fome Offers, but he would neither entertain them, or . 
jnake anv Offer in her behalf: If any Relation fpoke 
to him or her, and offered to perfuade him ; he anfwerM 
flie had difoblig'd him, and he would have nothing to 
fay to her. 

Fa, Sure it cannot be Mr. — ? Why, it is not like 
a Man, 'tis all a kind of Barbarifm that I never J)card 
the like of ; It's a fign the Mother of thefe poor Chil- 
dren is dead. 

Neigh. Truly when (he was alive it was not much 
better, for the Man was fo entirely given up to the Im- 
petuofity of his Paffions, that there was no perfyading - ' 
him; but if once he was angred thoroughly, he was 
fcarce ever reconciled or '•afy again. 

Fa. You have drawn a Pidlure of a paffionat'e Man * 
for me to take Warning by ; no Painter could have de- * 
fcrib'd it fo to the Life. 

Netgh, Pray take the Aggravation with if, {viz.) 
that 'tis all a Reprefentation of a paffion ate Father ; for 
I keep t6 my Text, that there is no Room; nor Can be 
any Reafon for Paffion in a Father to his Children. The 
higheft ftefentment in a Father fliould end in Pity, and 
in Compaffion for the Welfare of the Child j no Cor- " 
reftion is truly paternal upon any other Foundation. - 

Fa. I underftand you ; but as the Difciples faid to ' 
oilr Saviour, IVho then can he faved? fo fay I to you^ ^ 
Who then knows how to be a Father? 

Neigh, I hope you do, nowefpecially ; fbr I belike *i 
ydu arcfoc6nvincetI of the Deforhifty of thefe Things; • 
their Inconfiftency with Nature, Reafon or Religion^ 
that you muft look on them with Contempt. ' 

Fa, Indeed I look upon ifiy own PSffioris with Con- ^ 
tempt too 5 for I think I have been as miichilo blanle|^' 
as Mr. ^, and my Furv and Rage whh my littW'l 
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Bpy was aa l^rutiCh and inlwiiiane, and altogether a€ 
unchriftian as his, with this Aggravation, that it began 
earlier, and might perhaps hav£ beeji ciuch worfe by 
that time my Children came to the Age of his., 

Neigh. No> t cannot fay your Pa^ns were equal to 
his in degree, b^aufe his feem to be implanted^ riveted 
jnihis Nature, and never to he ajte/d. 

Fa. But perhaps mine returned oftner ; and who 
knows where they might end i 

Jt^vjh^ The more ypu are alarmed at the Danger of 
thpaiy the better yoii.ai:^ fecured againft it; and me-* 
thinks I rejoice to fee you (o much affefled with this, 
unhappy Gentleman's Management^ there was no* 
dqubt but he would j-uin his whole Family firft or laft, 
if he went pn i for there is another Part of his Story 
ftiJI behind* 

/ii. What^ of hk paffionate Part f 
Nemh. Yes, yes, aH PaiSon i and this was with his 
eldeftooQ^ with whom he .had a worfe Broil in its kind, 
diao any of the other. 

Fa. Truly, fhat can hardly be. 
Niigb. Yes, it ran up to more Sin in the Son, and td 
a4norefatal Unkindnefs in both,*tbo*in the End it 
h^p^d tp bringbolh to fom^ Sight of their I'olly, 
Fa, Pray goon with it. 

A^f^v Why his eldeft Son was a young Man of very; 
{iroipi^Dg Parts, and aft extraordinary Chara£)ef« As 
for the r^ft of his Sons, for be Has two more^ who were 
th^ in his Favour, they were really worthlefs in their 
QMlifications« and the World expeded tittle from them, 
amd indeed found little : As their Father was their Ter- 
ror wl^en yopng, he was their Aveffion when they were 
grown up ; there was between them neither Affeflion, 
e;verence, Duty or Society \ they fear'd, and there- 
fore hated him ; they (hew evidently that they had a 
Contepiptof hisCandu£i, onlvan ApprehenfionrOfbis 
lUfentmenf in pdint of Intereu ; and all this was the 
'E§k& of a furious^ rafliconduA in his Familyj the far* 
|h(^ l^Bkfk of it you (hall ke afterwards. /«• 
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Ta. Welly but I long to hear the Storjr of the eldeft 
Son firft. 

Niigh. Truly the Cafe of the EUeft is feverc enough | 
for cho' the young Man is in the ff^Mg exceedingfy^ 
yet it is fo vifible a Judgment upon his Father, that» 
as I faid, he may reallv read his otn in his Punifliment: 
The young Man was bred in a gentlemanly manner by 
him, oniy with this Difference, that he Was always us 
abfolute a Tyrant in his Family, artd made himfelf fo 
t^ble among his ChUd/en, that it could fcarce be ex- 
p^ed^ he fiiould ever hare any Comfort in any of 
them; for he never taueht diem any Obedience but 
that <^ Slaves, I mean Fear ; and this made them na« 
ttirally difrefpeiSful to their Father, when they came 
to be removed out of the Reach of that Fear ; and tho* 
this could not be, without nianifeft Breach of Du^ m 
the Children, yet the Father had great Caufe to refleft 
upon himfelf, and to reverence the Juftice of that Pro- 
vidence, which made his own unlawful Pal&ons, as a 
' Father, be the real Caufe of the finful Difobedienceof 
his Children. 

Fa. But pray let me hear the Cafe^becaufe I have 
heard the Father wonderfully blamM. 

ifetgh. I own the Father is to be blamM, but the 
Son alfo is inexcufable ; and I am the warmer upon that 
Head, becaufe I know the Example is dangerous in its 
Nature 5 and if theCrime is not truly reprefented with 
the Fa^, Children are but too a|>t to fet the laft up for 
an Example,' without enquiring mto the firft. It is a 
certain Rule, and alt fober religious Children will ad<^ 
here to and acknowledge it, that tho' the Parent may 
fail of his Duty to his Child, yet that by no means dii* 
penfes virith the Duty <rf a Child, Becaufe tl^e Cti^if s 
Qbedience is not foutfded upon the Father's Condu^, 
but upon the Laws of Nature. A Son cai) never argue 
that the Breach of Dutfinliis Father, is a Superfedeas 
to his Obligation : Obedience of Children to Parents, 
is a natural JUw r 'tit ^ A^ft Principle, ocidierilumani- 
K z ty 
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got Chriftianity c»n fubfirt without it ; nor can s£ny 
efeft in the Condufl of the Father dlfcharge that Du- 
ty J for this Reafon I think his Son inextufabJy to blame, 
whatever his Father's Condu<9 was ; and, at the fame 
time, that we muft condemn the Father's ungov.ern'd 
Paffion, every good Man tnuft deteft the Treatment of 
him by his Son. 

Fa, Then perhaps you h^ve had a drfFerent Account 
of it from what I heard. 

^eigh. I am fure mv Account is right, bccaufe I have 
heard both Sides. The young Man had a Deiire to 
marry a certain Lady, whom he had loved for fomc 
Years. The Father ibfolutcly refufed to give his Con- 
fent, and charges him upon his Duty not to do it. The 
young Man tells him he will obey him, fince he is fo 
abfolute, tho' he thinks it very hard ; and fufpe^ting 
his Father defign'd another for him, whom he did not 
like, he only adds, that if he will not let hm have her 
he lov'd, he will never have any Bodyelfe, and that be 
will not marry at all. 

This enraged the Father j he flew out into a violent 
Paffion at his Son \ told him he would renounce his Re- 
lation to him, and would have nothing to do with him 
as long as he liv'd ; that if he begg'd his Bread, he fhoufd 
not come to him for Relief; for if he did, he would 
charge a Conftable with him, and fend him to the Houfe 
of Correction ; and bids him go out of the Houfe. 

The Son, as he faid 2LiiQTWZxds^ far he repented of ibis 
Rajhnejs of his Temper^ inheriting a Share of the fame 
Paffion from his Father, was fo provoked too ^ that, ac- 
cording to his Father's (Command, he removed the next 
Day in a formal Manner from his Father's Houfe, with 
all his Books, for he was a Scholar, and whatever he 
called his own. His Father continuing jn his Paffion, 
fcarchM his Boxes or Trunks, as if he had been a Thief ; 
told him he did well to remove voluntarily,, that he 
might not be oblig'd to kick him out of Doors j that 
he would entertain no Ktich Rebel in h^ Familyt the* - 
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cvSy Child he had was to turn out in the fame Mail- 
Ber; and added fomefuch violent and opprobrioiii 
Words to him, that at laft the young Man grew as 
outrageous as his Father, and gave him very rude artd 
indecent Language too. 

^ Fa, This was a fad Height for Things to be brought 
to between a Father and a Child. 

Neigh. It was fo, and both have Caufe to be afliam*A 
of it, but above all of the Occafion. 

Fa, Well, but pray go on-with what the Son faid, . 
. N^igh, It was the Afternoort, and the Son's Paflidn 
was a little abatefd, tho' the Father's was not : He had 
font away all his Things, and was juft going civilly to 
have bid his^ Father fare wel ; when the Father contN 
nuing his Paffion, faid ifOmething to him verydiflio-' 
nourable of his Mother, and this raifed his Paffioli 
again ; whereupon he told hinii, ' He had lived under 
bis Tyranny, for Government he coUld riot callii^ 22 
Years, and had never willingly done arty thing to 
difoblige him : That he had always been treated as 
his Brothers and Sifters were, in a Manner that was 
a Shame to him to mention 5 but that now h^ was 
ufed fo^ (efpeeially in this Cafe of his Mother, who 
was-in her Grave, and could not vindicate hcrfelf) as 
he could bear it no longer, fo was^blig'd to tell him. 
That it was a Deliverance to hfm to efcape from his 
Inhumanity^ and that he deferv'd not the Name of a 
Father, but rather of a wild Creature, that no one 
(hould b^fubjeS to: Tliat what was his Mother's 
Jointure he expected in its Time, but would not ac- 
knowledge i^ to him^ becaufe he had defam'd bis 
.Mother, whofe Shoes he was not worthy to carry 
after her: That as for his Ettate, he relin^uiflied jt 
fredy, for he believed a Curfe attended it, and he de- 
fired none of it flioukl mingle with his own : That 
from thenee forward hedifown'd him for a Faiher, 
and took upon him to tell him,that'in a few Years he 
would not have a Child left but what would abhor 
K 3 * him/ 
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as2 The FdrntYf Bfirt0or. 

^ him, •&(] lie afliftm'dol Mm : That a$ he |iad|ken 
^. him no juftCaufe to treat hiia ashehad don^pow, io 
^ he would put i»out of fats Power to dp it again: ThAt 

* for bit Fanaity^ he wKb'd for hisowi) ^akehe aiigbt 

* repent of ruining his youngeft Son^ abufiog fa^klefty 

* anid murdering h{^ uwi^^^%\ fttrib^ymigWman 
« taft» Jjr that Tiam in m JUep Ov^kmptUn^ b^mngjufi as 

* it tqiTi br$kiu bir Hunrt with Griif far her F4Mtr*$ 

* ^fogi rf hir \ and he did not doubt but in % little 

* Time he would have the Ruin of more of his Chil* 
' « dren to anfwer fer«' 

The Fathcrwas terriUj a&Miiib'd at bis Son's Woids, 
andfayinjg not one Word to fain^ hia Son left bim« ao4 
went efttif ely ftom hin^ 

Fa. This is the dreadfuUeft Story that ever I beard in 
my Life : Is it pofible that an^ Behaviour of a Father 
cap jufli^fbch Carriage in a boo? 

IStigb. No, DO, Iamnotupo0Juftirying.it, biit re- 
lating ir, and I trl] you that the Son, whof^rov'dafter-i 
wards a very iubcr, pious zxA religious Kcrfon, ao-* 
knowledg*d the Crime of it, and wrote bis Fathers 
Letter, to beg his Pardon for it : Not but that he iii-> 
fified, even in his Letter, upon the Cruelty and InlHi- 
manity of his Fadter'a Co^ud \ but he own'd be oueh t 
to have borne with the ProvocatioOi by tbe Ties of \\» 
Du^ ) that he ou^ not ta l^ve Ibffer'd bis Paffion to 
have cariy'd him into ai^ indecent oi tmdutiful LaiK 
guage ; aiul theMfore thought him&lf ohlked to afk 
bim Forgiveneft for that Part. And the (jfe I make 
of it, and the Reafim why I tell you the Story, is this : . 
That without doubt it was a terrible Judgment upon 
the pa0U>nate Governuient of a Father, and he found 
it fo afterward : And it may teach Parents what^wicked 
Things they may have reaibn to fear from their Chil- 
dren, if they take Meafures with them in their Educa- 
tion, which fo necoOarily brhig their Children to hate . 
and deibife them« 
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Jfei Ir is true, and I dcfire to bring itHiboine to )»/- 
"^; iwd if I have not gone too ftir already, I will, with 
E5iy8 Affiftance, banifli Paifon oat of all 1117 Fa«ii- 
"ly-Govetiimertt ; for I have ChHdten will dojuft fo, if 

* I go 0^\ I am fure. •: 
'^'^'Niigi^ Iris partly upon thiV Accoiitit I tell y6u tliis 

* Story J for it*s a fyA Carter when our ChiHrcnirc led «o^ 
'-break In upon their Ditcy to us, by our fiitt beii^ want* 
''ing ifi oar Duty to them. 

Pa. But^arkye, as I told you befoiie, t have Heard, 
diat my Neighbour, IVlr. — ^ has fipen a ereat deal bf 
'hirPollvlivthefe Tbingj^and hataher'dliis Conduft 
and his Family too, fuice all this happen'd. Now if you 
know the bright Side of his Story, as well as the (krk 
$iity pray let me know irtoo 5; fer there is certairtly as 

* much Proifit in the Relation of theRepentance,'as th^re 
can be m the Stofy of the Ofience ; and it would be 
femethlng unjuft to leave his ^amily-Biftory in the 
Form of a- Tragedy, when it has pleafcd GOD to re- 

^ftore them, and heal the diihial Breaches thefe furious 
Paffions have made. 

Ntigi, Truly! amof jrour' Opinion in flxar, nor do 
Hove to rdate a Story^ith the darkJSide onfy ; it is i 
more blefled Work to tell of the Mercies of GOD to^ 
'Families and P^ons,thanof their Breaches and Crimes v 
I thmk MOt^n't pMtiMfe liMainid a pleafanter Woirk, 
<lho* it nwr not have fo much Variety in it, than his Pa^ 
radl/fL^jZticzA there tsra greatertteautyin the Subjed. 
Fa, in that you ffmakagamft the common Opiribiu 
Niigh, Mr. /i?/ftf« hfanfetf was of my Opinion* 
Fa. I have heard fo; 

Neigh. Do you know the'Reafon he gave, why the 
World Kkcd the firft Pm better than the lift ? He fatd 
the Reafon was, becaufe they had ^ Sinfe of the LoTs ; 
but ns^^Jii of the R ecovery . But this by the way. 

Fa. Well, 'tis very well to otir Purpofe ; for I afiiiUS 

you, tho* the^ifmal Part of Mr. — ^'s Cafe has been 

very fuitaUe to it^ who was running ^n blimHy hi 

K 4 the 
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224 .^be l^amify Infiru&or. 

the very fame Meafures with my Family i yet'themcr* 
ciful Providences, which aifierwards occur'd in his Fa- 
mily, and which, as \ hear, has given a Turn to his 
Management as well as to the Childrens Duty, will be 
both pi era fan t and profitable too. 

Neigh-,' Truly 1 cannot fay but there is fomething tra- 
gical even in the brighteft rart of his Family j for his 
unhappy Condudt^ firft or laft, made every Child he 
hid embroil themfelves with him; in fome he was 
n 't in the-Right, and in others, they were more'in the 
Wrong. . . 

Fa. Well, but pray enter into the Particulars, if 
you can, • 

Neigb. You may remember I told you he had twa 
Sons more ; and I added, that they were in themfdv^s 
wor thief s Great uresi and fo you will foon find they were^ 
at leal t one of them : You muft note, the Father bq- 
ing thus difgufted at the Three 1 have toJd you oi^ be- 
gan to carry it with more Familiarity and Eafinefs to 
,the refti aQd.feem'd .to court them as much as he had 
opprefied the other. 

y Fa. I have often- fcen it foj where Partiality in Af- 
feAion guides the Parents ; and almoft as often fee^, 

^ liiat thofe Children return it ill. 
,^NeIgh. So indeed it was here ; the eWeft of the two, 

'who was at Man's Eftate, difcovcred .evidently the 
utmoft Contempt. of his Father upon all Qccafions ;. 

find on the other hand, the Father turned fo foolifliLy 
bnd and wrapt up in this Son, that it was as fcandalous 
an Extreme on the other, aiid,vi^as a Judgment ori hin> 
no doubt J he would bear every thing from him, ima- 
,gine every thing he did was well, and hear nothing a- 
jgainft him ; and ina word, fell info with this Spn, that 
at <^me up.to Dotage^ . . . 

Fa, Tbat!8 ai\ Abfwrdity on the other hand, whicl^ I . 
«hope J fhall'never came to; be Fool enough for. 

Neigh, Had this Son known how to h^vc managed 
his Intereft politically, he might have ruined all the 

' ' ' roft 
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The Family InJlruBor. 22^ 

reft ofjthc Family:. For the Father gave up himfelf and 
his AfFaii^, in a manner, into his hand, trufted him 
with all he had ; and had he dy'd under that Poffeffion, 
would, I believe, have'given him the, beft Part of it all, 
S^ithtput regard to the Diftrefs of his other Children. 

Fa, But 1 hope this violent Humour did not laft. 

Neigh. It was happy for the Family that this Son 
prov'd otherwife than his Father expected, or they had 
been all undone ; in a word, he prov'd the ungrateful- 
left Wretch that could be imagined. 
. Pa, Nay, be his Father's ConduSi luhat it would to the 
reji^ he was it feems a kind Father to him. 

Neigh, He regarded none of it ; he impioufly own'd, 
that he loft all refped for his Father when he was a 
Boy ; that his Father had ufed him fo like a Dog when 
he was young, that he could never love him, or have 
any AfFe6lion foe him. as long as he liv'd ; nay, he was 
come to fuch a Height, that he would tell his Father 
fo to, his Face, and give him the moft opprobrious 
Language, and make, the moft fcandalous Reflexions 
upon him in his hearing, even to the making a Jeft and 
Reproajch of him. And yet fuch; a tame Creature was 
this furious Father be?:ome in the Cafe of this Wretch 
that thus infuked him, that he would bear- it all ; and 
that with a Meanriefs as far below the Authority and 
Dignity of a, Parent, as bis P-affions before had been 
above the Calmnefs of a Chriftian. 
. Fa* This muft be a Judgment upon him indeed ; fure 
.never Man ran into fuch. Extremes; Why, it was nO 
more his (Duty to bear'futh Txeatn^enfj^ th^n it vvas his 
Duty tocprre<S with fuQh yiolei^cei. ' ." , . • 

Neigh, 1 grant you that r.eadily: Eyery Parent 0ugj>t 
to preferve the'Dignity and Autbwty of his;Station; 
otherwife, neither his Inftrudlions or Commands r^ 
q^ive the juft Force^ or make the due ImprefSon which 
they.ought to 40. ,. . ^, , ;. . ^ , - ., \ ,.., . ., ,, 
y ,,Fa,^ Wtky. tQ be^r fuch: Infults as thpfe y<wifi)eak of^ 
•.4^oys jall:^ubo«<iiiteti0ru:; Wllioh-i? tfee^iwfti^ifeQtiai. 
elH KS Pa^ 
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226 The family Ihjhuffor. 

Part of Oonrnment ; and hb Hbu(e could no more be 
Called a Family^ but a Bedtain ^ befides, 'tis a horri* 
1)le thins in its Nature. 

Niign. You are very right; 1 tell it you as fuch* * ' 

Fit. Mine was an £xtreme« but this was an Extreme 
of a difierent Nature ; pray how will you diraft any 
Man to bear fuch Treatment^ and bow ihall a Father 
do to govern his Paffion in fuch a Cafe? 

Neiii. Why, th6* thatbeaDigreffion, Khali ^ak 
to it before I go any farther, by telling a (hort Story of 
another Acquaintance of mine, who has two Sons at 
this Time of a very different Age, but both in their 
Degree euUty of the fame Crime. 

Fa. And perhaps the younger fpojl'd by the Exanv* 
pie of the Eider, as I have known to be the Cafe often^ 
fimes tn the Compafs of my Acquaintance* 

'Neigb. My Friend was a good Man, but in the Con* 
du6i of his Family fell into the contrary Extreme to what 
we have been talking of; for being an indulgent, fond 
Father, he, //># f W $14 ELl^ let his Sons run on, 
at lead uncorrected, if not unreprov'd i till (bmeof them 
took the Liberty from it to grow upon their Father, and 
ufe him very fcurvily upon many Occafions. 

Fa. The old way, I fuppofe, of riding upon the foft 
Difpcffition, and abufing the Goodnefs ot their Father i 
which (bould rather have moved them, and engaged 
tbenl t6 a Return of Duty and AfFedlon. 

N^igh. *Ts very true; Ihey began to treat their Fa- 
ther with the greateft Slight and Contempt, even to 
Haugh at him when he directed any thing this way or 
that ; and tdl him it was better fo or fo, and they 
would 6o it their own way. 

Fa. They faw their rather a Fool, I fuppofe, or 
they would never have gone Chat Length with him. 

Neigk. Their Father was oo Fool,! aflurc you i nor 
was It either Ignorance of hit Duty, or Want of Spi* 
m4o.mak<bmir^lf obey '<i;^ but hts AfiUlion to his 
.Childiren^ wtis his^Snaiei he ^ad made lumftlf ih^r 
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PI«y* fellow and their Compadioh, and ceuM not bear 
the Thoughts of difiiriiw with them, but chofe father 
to bear their Want of ReTpefl to 'Uin, ttU indeed it 
came up to Indecency. 

Fa. You had as good have feid, he bore with it fo 
longtill it was too late to cure it» and they grew paft 
'his Government. 

.Keigh, A Child is feldom grown Xo old inhisFa- 
•tker*8 Life^timt) but a.Fatfaeir may find feme Waqror 
other to refent his Difiefpeft j andfo it washere. The 
youngeft of thefe two Sons had committed a Fault 
which was in its Nature provoking, but was made ten 
times worfe, by giving (aucy and undutifolXanguaee 
to Ms Father, when he came to enquire into it: He 
was but a Youth, and one that ought to have been 
under 'FamiIy*Govermhent; but he had it Teems, a 
Haunt among fome ill Company, wliich his Father 
had with great Tendemei^ perfuMcd him againft ; and 
he had not only been with them, bat bad ftayM out 
two Nights together. 

jRr, ft was high time indeed for his Father to con- 
'Cern himfelf, if it was gone that lycngft. 

if$igh. When he came home, his Father, like •Id 
:BBi began calmly with %najy my Sc^y hut itirnogo$d 
Report wat fhear; I mean, he calked vkindly and ten- 
derly to the Boy: But he foOn^ found Reaion to alter 
"his Tone and his Conduft too; hot with the Young 
oneoniV) but with His EMeft atfo, '^ho put himftlf in- 
to the Broij of his own Accord* 

Fa. *Ti$ often fo, that when our eldeft Children 
grow paft Government, they drag up the reft after 
them J who think they may infutt their Parents by the 
Authority of the Examplei and that what. a Parent 
l)cars ftom one, he muft bear from all. 

Neigh. Well, r ihall therefore fliew you here the 

F^ttem of a Father; who, tho* he had erred in the 

iirft Pirt of his Conduct, I mean, in treating his Chi}- 

-^ci^ too tcn^ty i yet when he found them abufe that 

' ^ , Ten*. 
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Tendcrncfs, anfd break the Bounds of tbcir Duty, knew 
how to refentit as he ought in the Eldeft, and tocor- 
: reft it as he ougjit in the other. 

Fa, Such Examples are as neceflary as the other y 
for hitherto moftof your Difcourfe has run pretty much 
vpon the MiftakjBS of us that are Parents. 

Neigh. I reprov'd thofe Miftakes firft which came 
. firft before 'me j but I (hall give every Side their juft 
MeafMff, a$ f^rjas my Judgment guides. I hope,>I 
•, have iai4. noihiog to give ChiMren any Enoouragemeat 
to infvU th^r Parents ; if you think I have, the fol- 
lowingi SAQfff iwill make you full amends. 
Fa. W^eU,. pray go on with it then. 
. Wgb* :Afteryhehad talk'd kindly to his Son awhilr, 
aod repr^fentecl to him the evil Confequence of fuch 
Courfi^s ; he, aik'd him, where he had been ? The Boy 
would gi\^ no Anfwer a good while to him : His Father 
told;hini) ^h^t he wQuki.know where he had been ; that 
he CQMJjj nQ<t anfw^ to his Confcience, the paffing it 
over; no, nor to Kim too, who might hereafter blame 
-him for i)t!t'^n<]ulring into fiich Things as thofe. A 
great while t,he Boy was mute, and would not anfwer ; 
' 'till at lengtih his Father, not in a Paffion, but raifmg 
' hij Voice in a higheir Tone, Telime^ fays he, where jou 
have /pent your Timfa/or I am rejolv^d I will know. 
Xbe^Bpy .fading him.aogry, inftead of })eing mov'd to 
- give %xv Account of! himfcif, as w^s his Duty, iofolen^* 
\y aofwer*4 he wojiild give an Account to no Body. 
Fa. That was enough to provoke him indeed. 
'Net^fi^aj^ no, he was-nef provok'd 5 hoaded juft 
:a8 I p^rfuiiided you to ^€t with your Child, and .as. I 
jwoujd h^ye alj. ,Parepts Si&. with rebellious Children. 
,^ayypt^/fi ^/V//<?w, iays the Fathi^r, is ti(it the Return 
you make me for all th^ Kindnefs I havi^ treated you withi 
/ft that, your Duty to *your- Father ? T.Jhall give you fome 
time tOj(p^/jdeK' of it^ Child \ only remember, I wilt 
. b rQe an Ae^iquntiof ity that you may depend upon i jo/j ym 
■and ijhiill^rr^ty and that^ after fi manner as^^ %w^ liay/t 
no( ^uarr^rd for many tearu * * ' ' jfe. 
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Fai This is what ybu' dircftcd mc to, and Til do it 
ij^I can J for 'jti$>ri extraordinary Method* But I pray 
I may ncvfi'tbave the Tryal. 

j^^//^. Well, he hud » greater Tryal for bis Patience 
yet;: he left his Son«:and went away into anotherRoom ; 
-Fut the Door being open, and the young. Gentleman 
making no Secret of their Difcourfe, he heard his elded 
Son talking to the youngger one in a vile Manner, en- 
couraging him not to comply ^ith his Father's De- 
maad i ^d this i^ &<^h Language as I care'eiot to repeat. 
This mov'd him exceed ingly,boih as it- was ungrateful, 
and a$ it was Undutlful : But it had thii ESe& upon his 
Refolutions, (viz.). that he now found by Experience, 
that he muft :lay by the Fi^adnefs and pleaTant Part of 
being a Father, and take upoa him the Authority and 
Juflite of a Parent ; and tbo', as he uld'me^yiQ had 
grfeaj Reludance in the 3egidning, yetheiaw th^Ne- 
ceflity of it, and therefore went about it with ailefo- 
lutioa 4bat wa^ not to be roafter'd,. either by Oppdfition 
or Compliance. He^took afmall Gane fn^is^Hand,. with 
which, if he found there was Occafion, >be-iiitehd^ to 
correii his younger Son 5 but refolv'd to begin with his 
eldeft;:' &o he comes gravely^into the Room ; .Ferj^ welly 
fays he to his eldeft Soni I find you tanje been giving y<mr 
B^oih^rvery gosd Cout^el% / am okkged taymfir talk' 
ing loud euQtigh to be heard ^ I couU not elfs havf kmmn 
wh(^e Door .ta place the Ruin of the Childat. TheSoh, 
far fronv excufing himfelf, began totalfc faucily : Look 
youy fays he, I will have no dialoguing with you y- efped- 
ally in aCafe fo notorious as this ; anfwex nor. only to ike 
^efti^n lajk: How* can you- have the Face toencouri^e 
your Brother in his Rebellioi^ againit your Father^ j^rfd 
in refufing to give me-the juft Satisfiauaion I:©ught)fo 
have, of kpowing where,r.and how» andvwith'jwkfcwn 
he fpend? his Timef Says , the Sgnimpudentlyf I doft't 
encoMrag^ him in any th^, ^iQt U .TJoe Satheni tyw^y 
0/ ^£/?i>», r^ti^rns% Did nbt.l heajfjyOuijLdcTn'tqare 
if you. di^^ Jays^^the ijwu Visry^ wfil^/<uty Hs ^atkar^ 
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ailEvils sf« bcft cured in thehr Beginnings'; and fteing> 
bis Rtbdlioa receives itS'Encoim^ement fif^iB yo«, and 
you are his Inftruaor,.! maft begin with you ; fori 
am obliged in Du^ to GOD and my Family to foot 
^thb Wickednefi -out of ^ my Houfe. What you pleai^, 
f§iystbeS^i ' 

R». This was a dreadful Dialo|ue indeed ; bat bad 
the Father Patience with fainiy^xHSd be keep his Hands 
^ of him aU this while ?' 

Ntigh. Yes,.yes^ very eafilyi-he Dcver brokr bfe- 
Temper v^th him at all. 

A. Well, and wi^t do you think of me? Do you 
think I could do thus, after all the Cmvidions I have 
had^.and aU theAckaowltdgenaeiitsI iia^ made ta- 
you that it is my Duly ?' 

Niigh. Idon tknowincletdj.Ibdpeyotrcoidd. 

Pn. The Lord grant 1 may never be tfy'd 1 it is im* 
poffibte. 

NHgl^ Ne^^no^ itisnottmpoffible; betbatyotrprs^/ 
to, n^t ubttr/di can,, if he thinks fib to try you^ give 
you Moderation and Temperfor moredianfthis.v. 

iftj. Well, pray go on. 

Niigh. HisFather then went onto talk to himof ail • 
the Tendernelsand Kindnefe he had fliewn him ; how>' 
he had treated him with fo^much Gentlenefs, as he 
thought mi^ have ei^aged his AffeiBiotvas well aaMs 
Duty ; and this wasTudi a Reftim, as he never- could 
have expeded from him, and which for many^Reafons 
was unfui&rable ; and that if aH immediate End was 
not put to it, he muftjprecend no more to be Mailer 
of his own Houfe, or aratber to his Children. His Sao^ 
infttad of falling under the RefM'oof ieg^n u infift^ that 
^tWas an unrea&naUe Thttig to force the Boy to tell 
wbere be was, and tf he was ^the Boy he womd nor, . 
^and ibn^e other very undutifol Expreffions. His Father 
took hitn up (hori, and tdd him, Tho^'it wbs rude 
enough to ten him what he would do, if It was his ovni 
*Ga(e, ytt M it bapp^^d noiv> it Wasoiot bis own 
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Cs^ ; that he could not pretend he hadany Bofinefi to 
Interpofe between his Brother and hlg Father, much lefs 
to prompt his Brother in his Difehedience, which he do- 
ferv'd Cor region for j and therefore he expeded he 
(houtd go immediately to his Brothdr, and tell him, that 
lie was in the wrong to advife htm to ftand out againft 
his Father, and to advife him to give an Account of his 
Ramble \ or elle, fays his Father, yoa may aiHire him 
I fball corred him feverely for it, and that prefently* 

Fa. Welly I hope he could not refuic this, when he 
was (o plainly deteded. 

Ntigh. Quite the contrary : He toM his Father he 
would not trouble bimfelf about it. 

Fa. Well, that mov'd him, I hope, a littU ; was he 
not in a Paffionthen neither ? 

Neigh. No, not yet ; well. Child, fays 1ms Father, 
come, you are warm now, you are vex'd it may be that 
t overheard you, but^ cannot be helped ; however, con-> 
fidcr of it, you muft needs be convinced you are in the 
'Wrong;, and that it is but juft you (faould iay thus to 
vour Brother, that you may not prompt him in hi^ Fol* 
IV, and force me to corred him into the Bargain ; pray 
think of it, rU gjve you till To-morrow Mcrniine, 
^eMiJhTQUthyftillrifraaory^ anfivir^d^ HewbuU 
. fieither do it now, or tonnorrow, nor ever, as lone as he 
liv'd. Don't (ay fo. Child, ^xi^V Father^ with iXefenm 
Mildnifs\ I tell you, think of it till' To*morrow, yoa 
will be wifer when you have confiderM of it ; ^nd to 
let you know I am in earnefl-, I tell you poHti^ttly, that 
./ will have it dme^ that you may depend upon. 

Fa. Well, thefe are uie Men that are fit to^e Fa« 
thers ; I am dire I amnone of that Sort. 

Neigh. The next Mbrning bis J*ather calls him to 
him, and fpeaking ftill calmly : Well, Son, fays hs^ 
I hope you have confider'd of what I told you, and 
fpoke to y4>ur Brother, as I defir'd. ^, he fcdd^ he 
had not. Well then, pray go and do it, fays bis Fath§t. 
t(0| hefmd^ be would not } 4ie would not trouble his 
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Head with it: Upon thiS,hhFatheryrmJtaghisFo!ceairi^ 
tUy U let him fee he was refilv'dy told him^ He thought he 
would never have treated him thus ; and that a^ he had 
always ufcd him with Diftin^liop and Affedion, he'ne- 
V er expefled fuch a Retdr n as this from him j thit the' 
it was very provoking, yet that he was lothtacometo£x- 
tremity with him ; and therefore once more defired him 
to go to his Brother, and to let him know his Duty ; let- 
ting him know at the fame time, that he was refolv'd 
•q have it lione, and ufed thefcPerfuafions that* he might 
not be forced to ufe rougher Meafures with hinx It W3;8 
9II m vain j his Son not only Irefufed, but gave.him very 
furly, unmannerly and undutiful Anfwer^ ; and infpit* 
<jf all the calmeft Pcrfuafions of his Father, toM him 
flatly, he mould not. Well, fays his Father, itisabfo^' 
ktfely hoceiTary that the Government and Authority of 
% Fatherf be maintained in 'my Familyv^or ojth^riwif* 
hli no Family^ but a lawlefs Compaoy !; and if any^ pne 
;\ifUl not be;under my Laws, they muft not ftayi within 
my Dominion. Til make but few Words with you, for 
yoU aire not a Child, either do as 1 command, lor re- 
inove out oif my Houfe. The Soa anfwer'd foolifhly 
a^ ra(bly> as. well as abominably and wickedly, wth 
all bu Heart. = Xhe Father kept his Temper liill, but 
:goe8 up clofe tohimy and takes^him»I?ylhe Hand* WeU 
'£oHi fays he, you have made a fad Ch$itie, hut 'tis your 
own 5 fo he leads him, by the Hand to the Poor : Once 
.more, feys his Father, 'tis in your Power either to do 
:5R0ur Duty, which I am fure.isjuftia m^ to expe<St, and 
juft in you to perform', ornot to doit; eitbet ^iJAXmayy 
4xfihat way. '9 Six I'll: ha^^ no Rebels ijn my. How fe^ '^ 

Fa, Well, .now he began to; aft the Father. • This 
cPart I .fexuld have done ; but darejiot anfwerfor all 
^ofe cool-blood Things that went before. • 
J Neigh. 'hwt they are the Ornament of the Thing, . 
tatid make the^Father's Coindu<^ a moft exceltent Pat- 
Mtn. ■ 7.\ ^ , ' ; . .i (,, .r; .•/;:■ i^ ■ ..\.: .. 
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Fa. Well, pray what Courfe took the -ftubborn 

■ Wretch his Son ? the worft I warrant you. 

Neigh. Yes, rajb like a Yeuth^ he chofe the Ruin 
rather than the Duty, and boldly went out, and his Fa- 
ther himfcif fhut the Door after him. 

Fa* Well, what cameof the Young one ? 

Neigh, When he had thus dealt with his fildeft, he 
ftaid fome time, that he might not be in a Pafllon ; and 
then coming to his younger Son, he told him, he fhould 
not now a(k him whether he would comply with his De- 
mand or no, having heard what he had faid to his 
♦cider Brother; that he did not come to make 
[* hfeems he had heard the Boy hoaft to his elder 
Brother J how his Father had examirCd him ; 
hut he neither had or would tell him where he 
had been. 
Terms with him,^ but to correfl him for his fcandalofis 
Behaviour, ftaying two Nights out of his Houfe, and 
refufing to 'give an A<:couht oi himfelf;- afnd that he 
would talk with him about where he had been after- 
wards : He told him, that he had too much Affcdfen 
for him to fuffer a thing that would be fo certain to ruin 
both Soul an4 Body ; and that if ever he lived to be a 
Man, he wouW blefs God, and the Memory of his Fa- 
ther, for having, in the ftrifleft manner imaginable, re- 

■ ftnjined his Follies, and f correfted him for them. 

[•f^ PFith this he eorreSfed him foitndly ibith afmall 
Cane he had in his Hand, till he made him not only 
tell him 'Ojiyere he had heen^ and with whom^ but 
. ' engage £olemnly never to do the like. 

Fa. I acknowledge this was all a^ it fhould be, afid 
as I fhould do ; andi rcfolve to try, if it be poffibfe, 
to imitate him j but I fear it isrnot in irty Nature 5 my 
Paffions are n6t To much in n\v own Goirermfient, and, 
I fear, never will. ' 

Neigh. Well, as long as you are convincied this is 
your Duty, and that this is the bed Way, I leave the 
f cfl to your Confoionce. 

Fm^ 
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Nilgi. The Father ba<IAbCMifoit In havtegdMl^ 
Vis I&tT, thitherair his ycuiig^ Son peifefily re^ 
cfauoi^ by tl, and be never ftood sniifed ot any inorr 
Coneaion; andhkEldef^^ whenhefiiwbis^Fiidierin) 
eameft, and that h^ was aot ie be QSttqaeT'dy^maide ufe 
'^f the Intcrceffionoffbnie of their Relations to be let 
in again, and reconcird to his Falher, who; a mkl, qitietfr 
gooa-bamottt'd Man, foon forgave btm ^ but never tyill 
he cofpply'd^ and went to» bis fipodiep openly, and ac« 
knowkdjpd hr had given hisrbadCoQi&l. 

Fa. Inis StQiy is fhikful of many gCR)d Things;: 
tet I ice nothing that I addiire ib amok as how tiie 
Softneft of the f atherV DiTpofition, the Calmneb of 
bis Temper, his Patience and Moderation, could all 
confift fo wi^ his Steadinefr to^ his Reiiriiilion,. arwelli 
in the Gafe.of corroding the Yoongdi:, at not to abate 
an Inch totheKIdeft, of what hehad fojuAly nudo 
his Duty; I fear Ifliould have given it all up. 

Ntigh^ This proves that our Afie6Kon to oar ChU- 
Jren, and the Sxprefli^ns of it> in- alt the SoftneTrand' 
. Teadenieis that attends the mildeftTempcr, tsryet vcry^ 
coafiAent with, and no Obftrudkmto the Duty of a 
ftria Reftsaint of dieir Follies, and aduecorreaiag; 
them when their ObAinacy mahesk neceffiirr. 

Fa. t vw»Ak how he- could do itrall,^ and keep ltt» 
Temper ; that would be my Difficulty* 

^//^•. Rdigion did all that; his Afiedion tohir 
Children kept hkn calm, and yet his Zeal for God and 
his Dutv made him fteady to his Refolntion : In a word,-, 
he darn not go from it, he durft not abate a Tittle : 
to have yielded^ had been to fortify and hardennthe Re- 
bellion of hisChildcen, as well ag^nft Qonas their 
Father, and thereby^ to ruin bis Famcity^ and ruin the 
Souls of his Children. 

Fa. Well, thut^ ia true, aiid< nofMog'Ifur Religion 

eandoit;. withott^it• every Father will have too much: 

* AfFeaion, ortooJittle;. toomuchCaffiiNi, or too littles 

Jfcjcan neverihc* • Itfiighi 
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Nngb. . Yoa fee ^is ^gQod Man <lid ic^ mA worn he 
jm as (piiff: weil^ondeickl a Family, as aoy Man can cie« 
fire ; Wbeif as Mr».«<— -^'& f'amlv liaa baan ,a mcfs 
£e4Iam^ ii^efd ot a ji^eU^govecM|o H(Hi&* , 

where jou left 00** . 

7V^//^. I Istft off at telHng ym the^lory of Mt. m^ 
and bow be that was (o paffionate, fi> furiouS) and mi- 
. sovernedin the Cafe of His bcft Children^ that he even 
.oecame intcdecabk to the moft duliful, was now be« 
come fo tam^ fo gatl4e& a Creaturcyf tO'a|].«ng^tcfaI» 
untbankfiil Wretch> who defpUed him i that •be.cottkl 
.tajce nothing amifs from him, and fiurnotbiot^amift 
in bimt 

A. That inttrodiiced this Battem of aiaoft exceU 
lent Father^ of which you fpcdie laft^ which was in* 
.deed jtift the Revi^rfe of Mr, -^, ay» and of »a 
lpo» and of all fnFtoi^, pafSonate Fathers. 

^ Neigh, Jt would, offend the.Ears.of food Men, if I 
^ibould foipeat the cmoinoa DUcovrfeaof Uiis young FeU 
bw^eithefofy Of) to his Father^ the Servants in the 
Hoifrfei Worluncn,ki the Screet^iNei^MKuu^ in the 
Town, cry'd Shaoie of it; but the ia^er himfelf^ 
blinded by the Vidence of his Affection, law nolle of 
hi what b« did meet with diatflxxJced him at any 
Timet be^ would turned with, a )Jeft, and;fay^^Fw> 
~he wiU ham wmi If^it^ hirnfter^ and tte like. 

Fa, It was meet indeed fucha Father ihottld< make 
.a Jeft of hiiifirelf, who could fu&r himfelf to be mada 
a Jeft of by hisChildrien. 

Nitgh, Such is the ftupifying PoMrer of a blindecl 
.AffeAion ; and yet even this Dol^e began: in a kind 
of aPaffioii» as if hehadpiitched.t^nttbisSMatoce- 
ryeoee himfelf of the reft. 

Fa* It is often fo, when Mei» Paffions hurry them 
' on fo violently, either one way be other. 

Neigh. In conjunction with this Rebel, his other Soa 
(and the laft.we have to fpeak of) tecame a laere Rake 
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a ooamimi. Scandal in his Morals, and extravagant to 
-the laft Degree* So they held together, and became 
.Companions as well m their Vices as in their Behaviour 
to their Father ; arid to fiicb a Degree of Stupidity did 
c^ey bring him, that, in^a ^ord, they dipp'd deep into 
his Cafli to fupport their Extravagancies : The Youngeft 
<ha4 the keeping df His trading Cafli ; and it happened 
•one Day, that his Father looking over his Cafli- Book, 
.to fee if there was Money enough to anfwer fome Pay- 
ment be had to make, found the CaOi-Bcok not bal- 
Janc'd,.prmade up^ andcall'd his younger Son to mal^ 
it up. His Son; puts^ him oiTfor that Time. In a Day or 
vtwo n^ore he tells his Son be wants Aich a^Sum of Mo- 
ney : His Son telis him, he has not fo much in Bank. 
-No, fays his Father, How much have you ?He anfwered 
-him furlily. He did not know. Well, fays his Father, 
jffi ifiake it up, and let me know. He (huffied it off a 

J pod while, till his Father began to beodt of humour ; 
or be could be angry with him^ tho-' he could not with 
►the Eldeft : However^ to be fihort, the Cafe was, the 
:£ldeft had managed the other fo far* aa tp' get aboiit 
:6oo /. of his Father's Money away, and when it could 
be concealed no longer, be runs away. 

F(K^ What the Darling r^in away f 
'. 1 Neigh. Yes, it was he ; the Youngeft, tho* he was 
jWickc;d enough, yet bad not robbed fets Father,. and he 
was left at bonjie to bear the Brunt. But were it poffi- 
tbleto defcribe the Ex^avagance of the Father, wh^n 
ihe came to know how he was fefved, it might have its 
Ufes too ; but Words cannot do it. it Was to no pur- 
pofc to periiiade him it was that Son that had wrong'd 
:him ; Iinb would have it be all a Trick of the othir Son, 
and was in the g^eatcft Pa^ion with himi imagindbte. "' 
But then his innocent Son, as'hewoutj have him 
thougfit, wias run away, and that admitted no Excufe ; 
then he would fly out again, and be in a raving Con- 
dition^ like one dtflraiStedw 

Fa. Six hundred Pound !. fay you I that was a tec- 
juhic Blow. Nitgb^ 
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Neigh, It was not fuch a Blow as to Wourid bis 
Credit^ or hurt hiaj in his Bufinefs, his .Foundatioa 
did not feel it ; fpr he is an old Trader, and is in verv 
good Circumftances j but the greateft Shock was this 
Qi h'\s C\iM» as he called hifTK ' i 

Fa, His Rage would abate in time, as to that. 

Neigh. Truly it carry'd him fo far, that it impaired 
his Health ; for it made an Impreffion upon his Mind, 
funk his Spirits, and he began to be melancholy* In his 
Family he carried it fo morofe, fo cynical and r^fisrved, 
tjp^t no bod^ could fpeak to him. He had but one Son 
left, and he, as above, was a worthlefs Wretch too ; 
but however^ his Father treated him with fo much Se- 
verity upon this Occafion, that he was not able to bear 
it. As for the poor Daughter, (be had not been turn'd 
out of Doors, as I told you ; but (he lived fuch a difcpn- 
rolatcLife at home, that (he was almoft dead with the 
Grief of it, having been for fome time in a deepConfump- 
tion, occafioned by her Father's Unkindnefe. His Son, 
tired, a&I faid, with living fo ill'witli his Father, i^efolv'd 
to be gone any where out of the reach of it j'and taking 
his Father one Morning, when he thought he might b€ 
fpoke to, he told him he had a n^nd to go to the Ea^^ 
Indies, naming "a Captain of his Father's Acquaintance, 
and defircd -he would give him leave. vo go withhicti, - 
His Fath^ told.hini, very (hort, Jy; if he zoouldy and-^ 
froitithekce io the Weft- Indies ; for he catred not if he 
nevcr-faWhii?! more : And added fonle dreadful rafli 
Words f^ifther,; that J do not care to repeat. 

Fa, That wasa.moft unnatural Anfwer. 
^Neigk* 'Twas fuch an Anfwer as^ >yas fqi table to 
the Temper he wgs then in. .♦.•«, L.:. 

Fa,, Whyfihen ho w^s in no Teittper, at alf.j , . 

Neigh, That's true; he was inaconft^nt Rage^ his.: 
Paiiions, like the Sea, had been difturb'd by a violeait , 
Storm, and the Waves continued their Motion by the 
mere Influfifice of their own Weighty though the Caufe 
wa«aliw«^.: ;.. 4 ." . . a . . ,1 
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/>• Indeed I tiiink the Paffidns of a Man are verjr 
apthr compared to the Sea in a Storni ^ for they do not 
preiendy abate, tho' the Storm ceafes*^ 

N^glK Soch PaffioRs as thiffe are of a ft/onger and 
more violent Nature thaR> others, becaufe theyfmk' 
deeper in the Mind, and {ho^M be therefore fliunned 
with the greater Care, as they are capable of worfe 
Events than other Difturbances of the Mind. 

Fm. Well, what (aid the Son ? I fuppofe by the 
CharaAer you gave of him before, he went abroad 
without troubling his Head with his Father; and it' 
maybe, abufed him itito the Bargain. 

Neigh, No, lafitireyou, quite the contrary. 

The Aniwer was fo furprizing to the young Man, 
that a$ rakijh^s hi was thought to he^ and as little Re- 
fpeS as he had for his Father, he fpoke not one Word ) 
but fat down, trembled, and was fo flruck with the 
Horror of it, that heh^d much Difficulty to keep hhn* 
fdf from faintmg away. 

A. What iaid his Father then I 

Niigh He turnM awav from him, about fome Bu<* * 
fineis, as foon as he had given him that Anfwer, ami 
troubled his Head no niibre about him : But a Maid- 
Servant in the Houfe ieeii^g him look ill« ran to hlm^ 
and afked him ivhat was the matter, and if he would 
have any thing i He was not able tolpeak to her a good 
while ; but after fome time, gettii^ Vent ta the Ojj^ 
preffion of his Spirits, he faid. Call my Si/ier. When bis 
Sifter came, Ihe immediately guefled there had been 
fome Quarrel between her Father and him ; and at firft» 
(he imagined her Father had ftruck him in his Paffion, 
and perhaps done him fomeMifchief ; fo charging the 
Maid not to (Kr from him, (he ran and fetched iome« 
tiling few him to take, and fat by him till he was a lit- 
tle better. When he had recovered a little, he fetched 
a deep Sigh 5 Dear Sijier^ (aid he, w*^at a dreadful 
Creature have we for a Father ! What hat God's 
Providence <icterroined to do with ut all^ or to bring 
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tisto, that we fliould^e bcouglijt i^iathc WotU, uoi* 
dcr the Govei-nment of fuch a Tyrant ? 

Sifter. Nay,. Brother, do not call my Father a Ty- 
rant ; whoever has Reaibn tocooiplauH fa^basalwayi 
cari^y it well to my Brother and y^>u, 

Bro. Carry'd it w^l ! D^, you call this c»rylng it 
wen? 

Sift. Why, what is the Matter, BroUicrp has my 
Father ftruck you? 

Bro. Strudc mc f he has Habb'd me* 

*?^. You fright o^e. Brother, what do you mean? 
Where has he hurt you ? Shall I fend for a Surgeon I 

Bn^ No, no^ don't be frighted j he has not ftruck 
me with his Hands, but he hasftabb'd me to the Heut 
with his i;rueland unnatural Tongue j you know tber« 
are Words Ttie ih Piercing tfa Stt^^d. 

Sift. We have had too much futh Woundtngs ii| 
our Family \ Gob forgive. thein that:are guilty : It is 
evident, I have had my Death's Wound Umt way ^dif 
Years ago. 

Br^ I was never ^tSit^ with i^ tilhnow \ I never 
valued. him enough to afk his 3|^ngj jand never 
troubled my Thouj^s about his Curie be^CM:?*. 

Sifim Wlw dkl 1^ curfe you^ Brother \ fiice that can 
never be: What had you doi^ to p|:ovak^ hint? What 
did you (ay to him ? 

' Br9. rii tell ypjti Word for Wprdj Snd his Aniw^. 
[He repeats wh^paj/edhetwim them. 

Sift. Dear 3i^her, place it tathe A^opunt of tsiy 
Srpiher's going awayi and he thinks you had a hand 
jfi it ; you knor^ he doats upon my j^other, even t0 
Dtftraciion i you R\uft bear it till that 4s ov«r. 

Br0i He may doat upoo my J^other, if^be will, J. 
can afilire him^ my Brother does not doat uponJiim ^ 
andlif I ihou)4 give him a Ji^tf r which i^y Brother 
has ^nt Qie to deliver to hini^' he would .never doat on 
himinore } it is the. mod ab|i(iv$ Thing fure that ever 
Son wcQ^:to « Fa^bor^ 

Sift. 
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Sifi. What, is my Brother mad ? Why, I hear that 
my Father had written a kind Letter to him, to defire 
him to come home again, and that he would forgive 
what was palled, and receive him kindly. 

Bra, It is true j and he has returned the moft info- 
lent, abominabte Anfwer that ever you heard of; but 
I have kept it, and have not delivered it, for his own 
fake ; becaufe, methinks, I would not have him bar 
the Door for ever againft himfelf ; it may be, he may 
want his Father again, as ill as he loves him. 

Sijt. And have you fent him word, that you have 
done fo ? 

Bro, Yes ; and he has fent me fuch an abufive 
icandalous Letter back again, becaufe I have not de- 
livered it, as you never faw the like ; and fwears he 
will fend his Letter to my Father by another Hand, 
thAt £hall be more faithful to him. 

Sift. That (hall be more unhappily faithful to his 
Folly and Pai&on, he means : For doubtlefs, you have 
been too faithful to his Intereft, if he underftood it. 

Bro. Dear Sifter, my Father's Treatment has given 
me a fad Heart for fome time ; I know I have run into a 
great many foolifti and wicked Courfes : The Truth is, 
mj^F^tlier's Paffions made fuch terrible Work among us 
always', that I hated the Houfe ; and likeaFool^ to make 
myfelf eafy, ran out of one Mifchief into another, and 
my Brother led me by the Hand into the worft Courfes j 
and I have ruined myfelf both Soul and Body. 
- "Sift^ I hope you are not ruined. Brother; they run 
far that never look back ; it is not too late to recover 
yourfelf; GOd can reftore you whenever he pleafes.? 
you are but young, and may have Time fpared you 
toVepeiit ; I am glad whatever the Occafipn is, you 
have? had uny ferit)us Refledions about it. 

Bro. Truly, Sifter, I h^ve had many fad Thoughts 
abbut- it; but what can I do in fuch a Storm of ill 
Uftkge ; I wanted to be out of this, and out of that 
Wi^k^d Company that had been a Temptation to me ; 

•»\!> ' and 
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and this it was made me propofe to my Father a Voyage 
to the Indies^ in hopes, if ever I did comeback again, 
to have been free from both. 

Siji, I hope you may have a Deliverance at a lefs 
Expence. 

Bro. Indeed my Father has ftopp'd my Voyage; for 
he firft told me 1 might go, and then curs'd me if I 
went. 

Siji. You have then the more Reafon to believe Pro- 
vidence has detetmin'd better Things for you ; have Pa- 
tience, wait the Iflue of the Divine Government ; there 
are invifible Hands in all thcfe Matters, and in GOD'f 
Time Help may come in the Way that you do not look 
for it ; I have but one Thing to beg of you. 
Bro, What's that. Sifter? 

Siji, Keep your Refolution, to abandon what you 
fay has been your Temptation; you will be much the 
better able to fupport this that is your AiHiflion. 

Bro. I refolve, GOD willing, to live quite another 
Life ; my Father has taught me more by his ungovcrn'd 
Paflion, and ill-guided AfFeftion, than ever he taught 
me by Inftruftion in his Life. 

S0. Dear Brother, our Father's Weaknefs (hould 
be our Afflicllon, and may be inftruiting many ways 
to us : GOD has Ways t<- bring us to a Senfe of our 
Duty, that we do not think of ; natural AffeiStion bids 
us pity and pray for our Father, and yet Duty, and the 
Laws of GOD, bid us learn to avoid the Follies he may 
be guilty of. 

Bro, Indeed, Sifter, I never loved my Father before ; 
I muft own, I hated and defpifed hhn always, till now; 
I thought his furious Paffions wer^brutifti. and unnatu* 
ral; his Treatment of us, who were his own Children, 
unreafonable and unjuft ; that he did not ufe us like 
Chriftians, much lefs like Children ; and that therefore 
I yas under no Obligations of Duty or Refpeft to hira. 
But now I come to fee this unnatural Carriage of my 
Brother, I fee likcwifc my own Follies in other Things ; 
Vol. II. L cfpecially 
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cf^eciallyin this, that I ihould think, becaufc my Fa- 
ther is but a Man, and-fubjeS to violent Paffions, and 
perhaps fuch as I may think unjuft, that therefore I 
muft be a Bead, and withdraw my Affection from him 
that gave me Being : That becaufe my Father is not a 
Saint, therefore I muft be a Devil : My Notions of 
thefe Things, Sifter, are quite changed 5 I pity my fa- 
ther's Infirmities, I am forry for his Provocations, and 
love him in a different Manner now from what I did 
before. As to my Brother's Condu^ft, it is the mbft 
to be abhorr'd of all that I ever met with \ and I doubt 
not, but he will repent it with a fad Heart. 

Sift, I wifli it may not be too late ; for I muft own to 

Jo'u, Brother, fuch Carriage to our Parents is a Sin that 
think isofmer punifh'd in this World than any other, 
and is oftner confefs'd at the Gallows than any where elfe. 

Bro That is true. Sifter ; and that very thing has 
n<5t fail'd to lie upon my Thoughts, 1 aflure you. 

Sifl. Indeed, Brother, I did not fpeak with any 
Thoughts to you j my Brother has gone a Length that ' 
you never went, and it is evident cannot reach your 
Cafe; for, GOD be prais'd,you arc confefiing it early, 
and early Repentance is a peculiar Blefling. 

Bro, Dear Sifter, there goes a great deal more than 
moft People think of to a tuje and fincere Repentance; 
and one thing is, to make Acknowledgement to the 
Perfonsinjur'd: I would, with all my Heart, acknow- 
ledge all my undutiful, difrefpeftful Carriage to my Fa- 
ther; but he is of fuch a Temper, that he is not capa- 
blc to receive fuch an Acknowledgment 5 if I fliould 
alk him Pardon, he would but jeft at it, and fcorn me, 
and perhaps refufe it, and curie me j I am in fuch a 
Strait I know not what to do. . 

&iji. Why, you fay you gave my Father no Provo- 
cation now. 

Bro. No, no, I do not mean this ; I have nothing 
to a(k Pardon for in this, for I gave not the leaft Caufe 
pf Offence,^ much Icfs did I give any Caufe fpr fuch bit- 
ter 
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ter Words: But*Ifpeakof our former ConduS when 
my Brother lifed to infult him, and I too : I am 
fcnfible it was the wickedeft Thing I could do, let my 
Father's Conduft be what it will ; and I remember that 
terrible Scripture with many a Reproach upon myfelf, 
Cur fed be he that fetteth light by his Father and AJ other : 
This is what I would a(k him Pardon for; but there is 
no doing it. 

Si/i. Well, Brother, blefled be GOD he will forgive 
upon Terms on which Men refufe to forgive. Aflc GOD 
Pardon, and wait the Iflue of his Providence, he can 
turn my Father's Heart, and no doubt will open a Door 
for you to fhew the Return of your Duty to him, and 
bring my Father to be fenfible of and accept it. 

Bro, But, Sifter, what fhall we do about this rafli, 
foolifli Creature, my Brother? I would fain prevent, 
mcthihks, his Letter coming to my Father's Hands, ai 
well for his own fake (for I am fure my Father will ne- 
ver forgive him) as for my Father's fake, becaufe it muft 
needs exafperate him to the laft Degree 5 for I knov^ 
how he loves him. 

Siji. I do not fee that's poflible ; for if any Letter 
be left for him, no body dares open it, and there is no 
knowing it from another: Befides why fliould you de- 
fire it? You know my Father's prefent Difguft at you 
is, that he thinks you have been the Occafion of my 
Brother's going away ; and 'tis plain, he had rather you 
had gone than my Brother a great deal. 

Bro. Truly as it happen'd I did not embezzle his 
Money as t'other did ; what I extravagantly fpent, my 
Brother fupply'd me with ; had I robb'd him as he has 
done, I never had room to have look'd towards Home 
again. 

Siji. No indeed 

[Here a Maid comes in, and interrupts them^ and 

begs the young Woman to go down Stairs to her Fa* 

ther 5 for he had received a Letter fromfimebody^ 
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that had put him into the vialenteji Rage^Jhe waS 
frighted, ^ 

Bko. It is. as I fear'd, SiJ^ery Ws the Letter from my 
Brother. 

Sijf, I dare not go nea* him, he won't fee me. 

Bro* Nor I dare not go near him, he will fly in my 
Face. 

Maid, I don't know what to do, I never fee any 
Man in fuch a Paifion in my Life; he tears his Hair off 
hrs Head ; I nmift call for fome Help in the Street, 

Bro. Did yoti fte the Letter, A/ary ? 

Maid, Yes, Sir, I faw it^ but 1 had no Time to read 
far m it ; but it begins with calling him all the Names 
that can be reckoned up ; calls him Fury, Mad -man, 
unnatural Brute, unworthy of the Name of Father, 
Tyrant, Villain, and I know not what > fure it can 
never be from M^. I 

Si/i* 1 am afraid it is, indeed. 

Br0. Yes, yes, I know it is from him, for 'tis the 
^^xf Language of that Letter he fent to me to deliver 
for KTm, I thank him. 

Maid, O dear. Sir, but you would not deliver it, I 
hope. 

Bro. No indeed, Mary, I had more Reft-^eS for my 
Brother as well as formy Father j 1 would fain have 
prevented it quite, if I could. 

Maid. GC3D will Wefs' you for it, I hope; fure, tho' 
xny Mafter is a paifionate Man, none of his Children 
fliould afe him fo. 

Bro, So I Mary ; no let my Father be as paflionate 
as he will, his Children ftould not fail in the leaft Part 
of their Duty ; fure the Duty of Children is not a condi- 
tional Debt, and only to be paid if the Father does his 
Duty : U my Father omits his Dtity, he fins' aga^nft 
GOD ; but if we 6o not our Duty, we hn againft 
GOD and him too ; his Omiffion does not difcharge us. 

Maid. I am glad to hear you talk fo. Sir ; I wim my 
my Matter heard you too. 

Bro, Ay, Mary^ I wifh fo too ; but my Father is 

too 
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toQ much prejudiced againft me to hear me, or to be- 
lieve me, if he did hear roe. 

Maid, I am callM, Sir, I muft run. 

{Some of ihi Servants call Mary to their Majler^ 

Sift, firing us word, Mary^ how my Father docs, 
immediaiely. 

Their Father had, it feems, received this infolent 
Letter, which being from that onl^y One of all his Chil- 
dren that he had (hewn an extraordinary AfFe<^ion to, 
put him out of all Patience; and^ as is defcribed, he 
threw down the Letter, and flew into all the ufual Ex- 
travagancies of ungovern'd Paffion ; in ^ word, it over- 
came him to that Degree, that it mafterM his Reafon, 
and put him befides hlmfelf : No body could come near 
him: Sometimes he wept; fometimes he rae'd ; fome- 
timcs he call'd himfelf»a thoufand Fools and Sots for his 
kind Ufage of his Son ; other times, would not believe it 
was his doing, but fomebody had counterfeited his Hand. 

Between Grief and Anger he made himfelf fo i!l and 
was fo out of Order, that a good, fober, grave Wo- 
man, who was kept in the Houfe to look after his I* a* 
mily, perfuaded him to go to Bed, which at laft he did. 
The careful, good Creature was fo concern'd for him* 
that (he would not let any body etfe go to Bed that 
Night ; and fometimos herfelf, and fometimes Mary 
fat up in the Room wich him. 

Whflin he had flept a while, tho' but a difturb'd un- 
cafy fleep, he wak'd, and hearing fomebody up, he call'd : 
The ancient Woman came to him, and aflc'd how he 
did? He told her he was a little better ; and find* 
jng his Spirits . a little more compofed, (he began to 
talk ferioufly to him; firft of the Occafion that was 
given him; which tho* it was injurious and provoking, 
yet that he had no reafon to fly into fuch Excefles ; that 
he ought rather to defpife, and treat his Son as he was, 
a Rebel, and a Thief: That it was true, he had (hewn 
great Kindnefs to his Son ; and that it grieved him, as 
he was difappointcd in his Affe<ftion which he had placed 
L 3 ia 
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in him, above the reft of his Children ; he turned pretty 
Jhort upon her in thaty which fhew'd that it was there his 
Oppreffion lay. 

Fa, So I did, faid he, I lov'd him above them all 
put together : And when they had ail carry'd it difobli- 
gtng to me, my Comfort was, that I had this Son to 
pleafe myfelf with ftill; and I thought myfelf as 
happy in him, as if I had all the reft about me. 

f^om. I k!)ow you did, and there was your Sin : And 
now it pleafes GOD to be opening your Eyes, and ma- 
king your falfe Delight be your real Affli<^ion, that 
you may fee you are not a proper Judge of the Objed ; 
and pel haps, to lead you back to take Comfort in thofe 
you have taken no Comfort in. 

Fa, Alas! I have none to take Comfort in now. 
IFom. O do not fay fo, Sir j you have fobcr and vir- 
tuous Children that you may take Comfoit in if you 
pleafe. , 

Fa. Have they not all been undutiful, and unkind to 
theJaft Degree? 

^om. I am perfuaded th^e is none of them that 
have been fo, but would be glad ^ to afk your Pardon, 
and ftiew you that they arc very forry for it. 

Fa. I fee no Sign of fuch a Thing among them. 
Ff^GMr^ Be pleafed to confider. Sir, there has been 
Failing on every Hand ; you have been pafiionate, and 
your Children are rafti: But I dare fay, there's not a 
Child you have, but detefts and abhors the Treatment 
you have received now, and would be .very willing to 
let you know it. ' 

Fa How can that be ? Do any of them Ihew the 
leaft Concern for me upon this Occafion ? 

IP^orn, You fee. Sir, how your Paffion robs you of the 
Comfort of your Family ! do they not all-fticw the great- 
eft Concern imaginable ? There's your Son and Daugh- 
ter ia the Houfe have been up all Night in the greateft 
Concern imaginable for you ! and, if I am not mifm- 
formed, your Son ufed all bis Endeavours to have pre- 
vented 
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vcrrted this Letter coming to your Hand, and to have 
perfuaded his Brother againft it ; but in vain. 

Fa. 1 wife i were fure of that. 

Worn. You may be fure of that and a great deal 
more, if you pleafc to call Mary^ and examine her ; 
fhe is but in thfe next Room. 

Fa. Say you fo, can Mary tell me ? (he is a good re- 
ligious Body, I dare fay flic would not impole upon me, 
call her in. [\s/\zxy comes in. 

Worn, ifc&ry, pray give your Mafler an Account of 
the Difcourfe you had with Mr, James laft Night, and 
with your young Miftrefs. 

Fa. Maryy pr'ythee be plain with me, I dare con- 
fide in what you fay ; you know James has been con- 
federate with this Rebel, and has been a wicked profli- . 
gate Creature as well as he. 

Mary, Yes^ Sir, but I aflure you it is quite other- 
wife now; and I hope and believe he is not only quite 
aiter'd, but a true Penitent. 

Fa, How doft mean altered, ^<7ry ? 

Mary, Why, Sir, he is reform'd ; he has left all hfs 
wild Haunts and Company, and in particular, I find he 
is extremely afflided for bis Behaviour to you, and for 
the Rudenefs his Brother fliews you, and endeavoiuM 
to prevent it ; for he had this Letter fent to him ro d > 
liyer, and refufed it, and ufed his Endeavours to pcifuada 
his Brother not to fend it. 

Fa, Art thou certain of thi3, Mary? Pr'ythee tell 
me all the Particulars, 

Mary, Yes, Sir, as well as I can. 

[Mary repeats the Difcourfe between her and her 
MaJler^sSon^ mentioned above. 

Fa, Who was by when this Difcourfe happened. 

Mary, Your Daughter, Sirj if you pleafe to enquire 
of her, fhe will give you a larger Account a great 
dca J for they were talking of it before I came. 

[}A2ixy ivithdraws. 

He was touch'd with this Difcourfe, ancLit brought 
L 4 Tear* 
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Tears into his Eyes ; and the good Woman taking rfiis 
Opportunity, n>ov'd him to talk with his Daughter; laid 
before him how hard a-Thing it was to carry it fo feverely 
\q long together, to a Child that never ofFendfed him ; 
and arguing calmly with him the Cafe of his Daughter, 
prevaird upon him to hkvc her come up fo him* When 
(he came to his Bed -fide, he took her in his Arms and 
kifs'd her, but could very hardly fpeak to her, and ihe 
much Icfs to him for fome time; however, at length he 
told her he defir'd fhe wouW be faithful in one thing to 
him. His Daughter told him, (be would be faithful to 
him in every thing that ever fhc was truftcd with \ that 
nothing had ever gone fo near her heart as having of- 
fended him ; and that Ihe wanted an Opportunity to a(k 
his Pardon in the humbleft Manner, for having difpleafed 
him, without fo much as cor.fidering what Reafons or 
Neceflhy fte might have for doing it. He found that 
Ihc could hardly fpeak for Tears, and therefore very 
kindly told her, he forgave her.; and my Dtar^ 'fays he, 
ypu and 1 will hi bttter Fritnds ihamvir^ if you will 
give me a true and impartial Account of what JDi&ourfe 
your Brother James and you had Yeftcjpdayi what you 
know of him with refpb£t toourDiffercnces, andhow 
far he has any Hand in this brutifli Part your Brother 
—has a&ed. 

Dau. I will, Sir., wida all my Heart, and ihall be 
the more glad to do it," becaufe I kiww it will be fo 
much for his Intcreft arfcd for your Satigfiflion, that you 
fliould know how Things ftand. 

Fa. Stand v/ith him, Child! I ktK>w how they ftand 
with him J he has been not only a-n un^ateful Rebel to 
me, but has run out into all Manner of Wickednefs. 

Dau^ You may hear him fay all that, Sir, of him- 
felf, and a great deal more when you pleafe. 

Fa, What does h« boaft of his Wickednefs then ? 

Daii, No indeed. Sir, very far from it ; he con- 
demns himfelf, and acknoyvlcdges hi;s Sin with gn un- 
feigned Repentance, I verily believe. 

Fa. 
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Fa, >He has treated me very barbaroufly, J 4im Aire. 

Dau. It is one of hk AfHidions that he cannot come 
to acknowledge it, and aflc your Forgivencfe ; and I am 
periuaded, if you will give him leave, you would fee 
no Caufe to doubt his Sincerity. 
. Fa, What will he acicnQwle4gc ? Will he acknow- 
ledge his Confederacy with his wicked Brother to xob 
and infult me., as you fee is done ? 

Dau. He will rather convince you. Sir, that he al- 
ways abhorr'd and detefted both ; and t know fo much, 
as to this abominable Letter, that he did his utmoil to 
.prevent it. 

[Here Jhe gives htr Father an Account of the 
Difcourfe Jhe had with her Brother ^ except 
only ihofe Pajfages which mentioned the Paf- 
fion of his Father y and curftng him. ^ 

Fa. And is all this true, my Dear? 

Dau. Indeed, Sir, it is all true, and a great deal 
more ; ,1 would not deceive you, Sh", it's a Thing of 
fuch Confequence, that it muft be dou})]y wicked to 
deceive you ; I affure you. Sir, this is his real Cafe. 

Fa. Then, indeed, I am forry I faid fome ralh 
Words to him, when he aik'd me leave to go beyond 
Sea : I fhall rejoice in his Repentance ; he may make 
Mp*allto me this Way, if hepleafes, and I may ftill 
have a Son to have fome Comfort in. 

Jf^. [Here the good Woman, that watch'd for all 
Opportunities to heal, if poffible, thefe Breaches ir> the 
Family, put her Word in.] J hope. Sir, faid fhe, you 
tave other Sons to have. Comfort in too* 

Fa. And where is your Brother, my E^car? 

Dau, He is on the Bed, Sir ; he is fo concerned at 
this wicked Bufinefs, and the Diforder it has put you 
into, we have had much ado to keep Life in him^ and 
jjuft now we perfuadcd hirrr to lie down. 

Fa, Wcir, do not wake him. 

Dau. No, Sir, he is not afleep, he cannot fleep, nor, 

hardly draw his Breath, he is fo choak'd with Vapours 

upon this Bufmefs; 1 believe, if he could have come tci 
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his Brother^ he would have been in danger of doing 
fome Mifchief, he is fo provok'd. 

Fa. Well, my Dear, I am fatisfied ; go and tell him 
I rejoice in the Change that GOD has wrought in his 
Heart; and that 1 am Friends with him, and that I for- 
give him all he has done agamft me, without giving hifn 
the Difficulty of ^ Submiffion 

Dau, I'll carry that Meffage with great Satisfa£^ion. 
\^She tuns out to her Brother, 
The good ol3 Woman took this Occafion to repre- 
fent to him how much happier both he and his whole 
Family would be, in this Chriftian dutiful engaging 
Treatment of one another, than in continual Breaches 
and Dlfcontents ; and prefs'd him to confider how fin- 
ful, as well as how mifchievous to his Family, his own 
violent Paffijns had been, and in particular how far they 
had contributed to the Diforders of his Children, tho' 
their Difobedience was to be laid at their own Doors 
alfo. He bore it with much more Temper than (he ex- 
peSed J and told her, with great Earneftnefs, he. was 
very fehfible, that his ungovern'd Paffion in the Con- 
"dua of his Children, efpecially when they were youngs 
had laid the Foundation of all ihe reft; that it hadde- 
flroy'd the Affe6tionof his Children, and brought them 
from a filial Fear of difpleafingTiimto a Slave -like Ter- 
ror, which were two very ^reat Extreams. 

Why, truly, Sir, fays the pious Woman^ if I may be 
' io free, and none of your Children being prefent to heat 
nfF^ I fear it has; and 'tis a hard Matter for Children 
to think that their Paffions fbould have no room in their 
Condudt, as well as their Parents ; iho', as your Son 
James (aid very religioufly^ a Father's omitting his Duty, 
gives no Allowance to the Son to fail in his Rcfpr<St : 
'Tis true, fays Jhe^ Children ought not to fail in their 
Duty, on pretence of the Failing of their Parents ; but 
// is true alfo^ that few Children have fo much Senfe of 
their Duty, as to confider it ; and therefore, adds ihe 
good Womony Parents fliould be \try careful that jhey 
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<?o not, by their Paflions, put Arguments into the Mouths 
of their Children, to reafon them out of their Duty. 

Says the Father^ I am convinced that I laid an early 
Foundation, in the Education of my Children, to have 
h^d them all Rebels, and now you fee they fly in my 
Face for it. * 

Here the good Woman took an Opportunity to fpeak 
to him of hhs two other Sons; but there being no room 
for it juft then, fhe let it alone for the prefent, but ne- 
ver gave it over, wiih the Affiftance of the penitent 
Son, till the Father was reconcil'd to them all ; nor did it 
take up much Time, for (he followed her Difcourfe, 
rot only with religious Arguments, but with earneft 
Perfuafions, till (he brought him to be very willing to 
receive them; and fhe ufed the fame Earneftnefs to per* 
fuade the Children, and to convince them that it was 
their Duty to fubmit to their Father, though they were 
in the right. • Thus fhe happily brought about a per- 
feft Reconciliation, and they are now a very comforta- 
ble,*pleafant Family ; and 1 hear fmce, that even that 
wicked Creature, that us'd his Father fo ill, has fent 
over very penitent Letters from Jamaica^ tbhere it feemt 
hi wenty expreffing his Senfe of his horrid Treatment 
of his Father, and begging him to forgive him, 

Firji Fa. I have heard your long Story with fo much 
Attention and Pleafure, that it has been very fer from 
being tedious to me ; for it has in it not only a full Re- 
proof to my foolilh Conduft in my Family, but a plain 
Conviflion of the Duty of the Children to' their pa- 
rents, and the indifpenfible Obligation they arc under 
to Obedience and Reverence, let their Father's Infirmi- 
ties and Mifrtianagements be what they wilL 

Neigh. This was the End of my telling you this Sto- 
ry,, that after having endeavoured thereby to move Pa- 
rents not to expofe the paternal Authority tof Cot. tempt, 
and not to lay before Children the Temptation of con- 
temning their Parents ; it might alfo help to convince 
Children^ that, let the Infirmities of their Parents be. 

what 
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what they will, it can never difchargc thcnt of their 
Duty; their Reverence and Refpefl to their Parents 
cannot abate, without ^ horrible Breach upon their 
Morals and their Confcieijicesy and without abandoning: 
Humanity and Refigion. 

Fa. I cannot but obferve alfo the excellent Condu<5l o£ 
that £ood Houie- keeper ; her Faithfuloefs to his I ntereft,. 
her religious Zeal for healingthe Breaches of his Fami- 
ly, and her Kindnefs and Concern to bring about a Re- 
conciliation between the Children and their Father. 

Neigh. Yes, I took notice a little how different a 
Carriage that was from one you know of. 

Fa, Mine ! I underftand you ; niine is a Firebrand 
rather than a Peace-maker ; my Houfe-keeper is as 
paffionate as I am, forwarder to throw Oil than Watec 
into the Flame : In a word, fuch a Woman as yours^ 
was, is a Treafure to a Family, and a£ls the Tender- 
nefs of a Mother without the Relation. 

Neigh. Faithful Servants are a Bleffir^ to a Hdufe^ 
and in fuch Cafes as thefe, where any of the Hea^s of 
the Families are gone, much of the Felicity of a Fa- 
mily depends upon them. 

Fa. It is very true^ but where are fuch to be had ? 
Neigh. There aiie fome fuch in the World, tho' very 
few, and I could give you fuch a Relation of a fai&fiit 
religious Maid-Servant, in a Family where there was 
no Scnfe of Religioa, no Fear or Knowledge of GOD> 
as you have fcarce ever heard the like. 

Fa. And was (be not a Bleffing to the whole Houfe ? 
^7eigh. Yes, indeed, and that in fuch a Manner as 
few Servants ever were ; but I muft confefs, 1 believe,,, 
if all Servants in fuch Places did their Duty like her, it 
would fpread Religion through the World in a fecret 
and imperceptibly Manner, for aught I know, equal to 
all other Means that GOD has appointed for it. 
Fa, You furprize me ! How can that be ? 
Neigh. Becaufe Servants,* that tend Children in theif 
firft ttepping into Knowledge, have infinitely more Ad- 
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rantage than other Teachers, to form Ideas in the 
Minds of the Children, of the greateft and beft Things, 
{vi%.) of GOD, Nature^ the World, their Duty^ and 
what they ought to do^ or not to do\ ik Word then is^ 
more than a Sermon afterwards : The plain little Hints 
of Things given fo early, are like fmall Plants or Seeds 
depofited in Nature's beft Soil, which grow infenfibly 
up to J\daturity, and, I Relieve I may fay, are never eii- 
tirely rooted out of the Mind, 

Fa. You fpeak of a Thing thalf is the proper Duty 
of Parents. 

Neigh. That's true ; but as I fpeak of a Thing which 
few Parents do, tiie Field for pious and religious Ser- 
vants to aft in, is exceeding large. 

Fa. Befides, fuch Servants often come into Families 
where the Parents, or one of them, are dead. 

Neigh. And to others, where the Parents are igno- 
rant, and know nothing of it themfelves 5 either that 
it fe their Duty, or how to perform it. 

Fa. Ay, or perhaps if they know both,, they are- 
negligent in the Performance, which I am oblig'd to 
confefs has been my Part. 

Nitgh. In all thcfe there is room for fuch a Servant 
to aft ; nay, even where the Parents do beft, and arc 
jnoft careful, ftill fuch a Servant is a great Affiftant to 
hring the Children to^fiibjeft their Minds to Inflruftion, 
and ta liften to the pious Teachings of their religious 
Parents. 

Fa. Pray tell me the Story of this Maid-Servants 
, Neigh. At our next Meeting Pll tell it you all^Tjut 
*tis impoffible now, we have not Time for it. 

Fa. Then I'll meet you to-morrow again on purpofe. 
Neigh. With all my Heart. 

[Here they part^ and the next EDtning meet again ; 
Vihen he gives him the long Aictfunt which takes up 
the three following Dialogues.. 

1!hi End of the fecond Diulogue^ 

THE 
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THE 

THIRD DIALOGUE. 

iHE Gentleman having, in the foregoing 
Dialogue, promifed to give bis Friend, at 
their next Meeting, the Story of a faithful 
religious Maid-Servant, the Father was 
very impatient to hear it j and according- 
ly being met the next Evening, he began the foHowing^ 
Relation, embellifhedwith-a great many ufeful Digref« 
fioDS, all fit to be applied the fame Way. 

There was a Family, fays he, in the Out-Parts of 
the City, of whom it may be faid, they were as oddly 
circumftanced for the Produdl of any thing proper ta 
this Work, as any Family could be imagin'd to be. 

They wereof middling Circumftances as to Wealth,^ 
not confiderably rich, and yet far from poor: The Fa- 
ther was of an Employihent in one of the publick Of- 
fices belonging to Sea-Affairs, which> in the Nature of 
his Buiinefs, brought abundance of Company to his 
Houfe, and that too. Company of the worft Sort, as to 
Sobriety and Modefty. This had a very unhappy Ef- 
fed: "Upon the Behaviour of his Children, made his 
Daughters bold and forward, and his Sons wicked ; and 
even familiar with Vice, as fuch People mull be. 

The Family was as void of Religion as aFamily cou'd 
be in a Country where any thing of Religion is nationally 
profeft. Their Cohverfation was fo far from being re- 
ligious, that it was fcarce fober ; nothing o( the Pradice 
of Religion, no, not fo much as the Shew of itj for 
neither Father or Mother were hardly ever known to 
gato. Church, from one End of the Year to t'other. 

The 
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The Sabbath-Day was generally among them a Day 
of Company and Diverfion, and they feldom din'd a- 
lone ; after Dinner the Time was generally fpent in 
drinking by the Father, and either in Sleep or walking 
in the t ields by the Mother and Daughters : Now and 
then by Accident, or as Company came in and propo- 
fed it, the Children might perhaps go to Church, but 
very feldom. 

Their Difcourfe, as the Converfation of fu'ch Fa« 
milies generally is, was a meer Complication, of Levi- 
ty and Vanity, to fay no worfe ; a Colledion of ill 
Language, Oaths, taking the Name of GOD in vain> 
and all kinds of lopfe, leud, and wicked Talk. 

They had a Houfe full of Children, having no lefs 
than four Daughters and five Sons, and they were mpft 
of them grown up, except one Son and one Daughter; 
the Son was about three or four Years old, and the 
Daughter fix; and it can hardly be doubted but the 
Children were all of them following after their Father 
and Mother, as faft as it could be imagin'd Children 
fhould, who had no other kind of Education than that 
of wicked Example. 

The little Son was juft entering upon the Stage of 
Life; could talk, run about, and play with fuch Chil- 
dren as came to the Houfe : And his Mother caufed him 
atfirft to be carry 'd to School, rather to be out of the 
Way, than that fhe fuppos'd he could learn much fo 
young. 

It was a little fenfible Child for its Age, and many 
little Difcoverics of its being more than ordinarily fo, 
were every Day made by its Aftions and Difcourfes ; 
which the Mother was very vain of, tho'^of no Capa- 
city of making juft Obfervations from it; yet, as Pa- 
rents oftentimes tire us with telling long Stories of the 
Forwardnefs of their Children, when there's little or 
nothing extraordinary in them, (bit was here; his Mo- 
ther, who was^ mighty fond of this Boy, was continu- 
ally telling o;ie fimple Story or other of the extraordi- 
nary 
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nary Wit, cunning Queftions, and apt Anfvvers of this 
Child ; tho' perhaps, at that time, little more than what 
was common^. It was one Day, when, upon fome par- 
ticular Occafion, they had an Entertainment of fome 
Friends in the Houfe; that after Dinner the Mother was 
making herfelf merry with this little Boy's Prattle, and 
alkipg him a great many little Queftions, to divert hep- 
felf and the Company ; and the Boy as inquifitive as 
(he, afk'd many little Queftions too,^ not much to the 
Purpofe, but fufficient to fet the Mother, and thofe a- 
bout it, a laughing, which was all flie wanted. 

There was a plain, rough, honeft and fober Man 
among the Company, a Captain of a Ship; and he not 
feeing fo much Jeft in the Matter, as the Woman made^ 
of it, the Mother was a little tart upon- him, and told 
him, fhe fappos'd he was notiQ of the fond Fathers ^ 
Tes he wasy he faid ; but he did not fee the Jeji was worth 
p mudh Laugh. Juft at that Moment the Child faid 
fomething, or afk'd the Mother fome Queftion or other^ 
that pleas'd the Company mightily. Why, Captain, fays^ 
file, was not that a ftrange Queftion for a Child of thr^e 
Years old ? Madam, fays the Captain, that is not all 
my ObjciSion ;. but if I may be plain with you, me- 
thinks the Child a(ks wifer Queftions than its Mother ;. 
pray why don't you a(k him fitter Queftions ? O dear ! 
fays the Mother, I fuj)pofe yow would have me a(k hitn 
who made him? he will learn his Catechife when he 
goes to Church : If he don't learn it, fays the Captain 
bluntly, at Church till bis Mother carries him thither,. 
Jt may be latc'enough. 'Tis no great Matter, feysflie,. 
{fljith an Air of Prophanenefs) whether he ever goes there 
or no; there's no great Lofs in it. Like Mother, like 
Son, ^^5 the Captain', j^Jiing^ but yet a little rough \ he's 
in a fair Way to be a hopeful Man with fuch Educa- 
ting. He may ferve, fays Che, for a Sea-C&ptain ; her 
may foon have Religion enough for a Tarpaulin. Yes, 
Madam, replies the Captain ; I fuppofe you'll teach 
liim to fwear by the Compafs. The Boy look'd ear- 

neflly 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^e Family Inftrudtor. . ^V7 

nbftly upon the Captain, while he was fpeaking, and 
without any Hefitation, fays very gravely to him, / 
worCtfwear, The Captain was affeded with what the 
Child faid, and particularly with the Manner of his 
fpeaking of it ; for on a fudden the Child turned from 
his Mirth, and looked as ferious and furly as could he f 
and the Captain afkihg. What do you fay^ my Dear ; 
he aniwered again, graively^ I won't Jutear^ and look'd 
as if he was near crying ; i3ut the Mother carry'd it ail 
ofF with Raillery and Jeft at the Captain. Now, Ma- 
dam ^y^x tie ^apiain^ there's more in that one Word 
the Child faid, and in his Wa}^ of fpeaking it, than in 
all you ha've lao^ht fo nuich at. 

How fooliftf is ft to talk fo to Children ! fays his Mo* 
theTy why you'll make the Child cry, Caftam. What 
do you mean ? i (han't make the Child cry, fi^ he^ 
but the Child almoft makes me cry ; 'tis pity that Child 
ihould not betaught ; it grieves me for him. Shihan* 
tertdbimftiil. O you are fo religious^ y^x^, now 
3rott are on Shore ; I warrant when you are at Sea 
you can thunder like a Uorih^Wind \ what would you 
luve me teach him at this Age ? I'll venture a Wager^ 
fitfs ihe Captain^ xf you aflc him who made him^ he 
do» not know. Come, Jkys hi^ you ihall foe V\\ try 
htm. My D^ar^ titys the bruttfh Wtetch to the Child, 
(pointing to a iiltle Kitten thart he had b^^ playmg; 
with) iPho made that Catf The Boy had taken in 
fome little Ideas fuitable to himfelf, from what the 
Captain had faid, and had been very attend veto him 4 
and when his Mother aiked brm that QiieR'ion^ ^ared 
at hervLsHhe bad been frighted. What ails theChild i 
fays the Mother. Nay, what ails the Mother^ fs^s the 
Captain ? I never heard any thing fo abominable in .my 
Life. Upon this, the Child-fell a crying. 

The Mother, far from niaking any juft Reflexions 
upon what ibe had faid, fell to work to quiet the 
Child ; but 'ftill bantering the Captain with the ridicu* 
bus Stuff, asjbe called it^ of talking fo to her Children^ 
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^nd aflcing themfuch Qucftions. as they urtderftood no- 
thing of. Well, VfcWf Jays he, you have a(kcd him a 
wifer Queftion than any of them, and J think the Child 
has anfwered you as well. "Nay y fays Jhe, he has not 
anfwerM me at all. Not anfwcr*d you ; fays the Cap^ 
/<7/«, Ithink he ha^ efFefiually anfwer'd. Why, fays 
Jb^^t did nothing but cry. . Well, and what do you 
thmk he cry'd for, fays the Captain ? Nay, what do I 
know i fays the mother ; you made him cry, I think. 
No, no. Madam, fays the Captain^ he cry'd to hear his 
Mother talk fo prophanely. Was that 'xt^faysfhe^ think 
you ? You fliall fee, 1*11 a(k him again, and he won't 
cry, and that will prove you are mittaken. If you afk 
him fuch a vile Queftion again, fays the Captain, very 
warmly, I am fatisfied he will cry again, or God will 
put fome Words in the Infant's Mouth to anfwer you ; 
for out of the Mouth of fuch as thefe he has ordained 
Praife, Nay, fays fhe, not at all touched Ji ill ^ if you 
come to prophefy. Captain, we have an Opportunity 
to know whether you are a faife Prophet or a true one. 
I don't prophefy, fays he, but I nope he will. I'll try 
your G\k,faysjhe, and impudently afked the Child 
again, who made that Cat ? The Boy did not cry, but 
faid nothing. The Captain look'd fteadily on the Child, 
and the Child look'd Iteadily on its Mother. Now, 
Captz'm, fi^sjbe, where's your Gift of Prophecy ? You 
fee he don't cry y why don't you anfwer me JACKX? 
fays the Mother, Let him alone, y^yj the Captain^ he is 
big with it^ he will bring out fomething prefently : 
The Child hefitated two or three limes, and then 
looking up in his Mother's ¥2LQt,fays he, very gravely^ 
fFho madf you. Mother? The Captain pulhng off his 
Hat, * Bleffed be God, fays he aloud, that has not 

* left himfelf without a Witnefs againft Blafphemers, 

* even in. the Mouths that are not yet open'd.' 

This Difcourfe put all the reft of the Company to a 
little ftand, and the Mirth ceafed with every body but 
the Mother ; But fie, having not the leaft Impreflion 
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made upon her. turn'd it all into Jeft and Banter ; and 
(o the Converfation chang'd for a while, and the Cap- 
tain entertained himfelf with the reft of the Company. 
It happened, he fell into Talk with a Gentlewoman, 
who was a Relation to the Family, who he found was 
much foberer than the reft of the Company, and very 
religious ; and they had not been long in Difcourfe, 
but the Gentlewoman took notice of his Battle with 
the Mother of the Child, and tMhim fhe thought what 
he faid waivlry juji^ and (he wonder 'd that her Coufin 
was not ftartled at what the Child had anfwer'd \ for, 
fays Jhe^ it was very furprizing. 

Alas, Madam, ^^fj the Captain^ flie is paft all that ; 
it is impoffiblc (he fhould be moved by any thing, till 
be thai made the Child fpeak^ fpeaks to her : But, fays 
ie, there is certainly fomething extraordinary in tha^ 
Child J and if it had pleafcd GoD it had been born in 
a religious Family, I dare fay it would have been arf 
extraordinary Child. Well, Sir, fays Jbe, but i hope , 
you do not confine the Grace of God ; there mav be 
a Principle founded in the Heart of the Child, I Dope ^ 
by 'invifible- Grace, without the Agency of Parents one 
way or other* That's true, fays the Captain^ /baking^ 
his Head^ but how (hall it work ; againft Education, 
againft Example, without InftruQion, without Re- 
proof, without Encouragement ? O Sir, fayt fhe^ I do 
not fay but the outward Helps are all wanting here ; 
but we muft not confine the Work of the Spirit of 
God to Means only ; that would be, to own Religion 
to be only the Produ£l of Education, whereas that 
Wind hloweth where it lifteth. The Captain was greatly 
furprized to find a Perfon of fuch Judgment in reli- 
gious Things in fuch Company, where indeed he did 
not exped it ; and was very defirous to enter into far- 
ther Difcourfe with her, about the Child- and its Mo- 
ther : And bein^ retired to a Corner of the Rdom, he 
went on with it : He told her^ that he was greatly 
moved at whut the Child had faid \ that he knew little 

of 
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of ks Mother, having onJy come into the Family, ^s 
bis Btifinefs called him (here : But you, Madam, Jays 
^, that I perceive are related to the Family, for they 
^all you Coufin ; and, as I iind, have a Senfeof Rdi* 
gion upon your Mind ; metbinks you cannot be with- 
out fome C^^ncern for this poor Lamb, which is to be 
brought up on the very Borders of Hell, as I may call it. 
In^ed, Sir, fays Jhe^ I have had mar^y a fad Thought 
thouthim : The Child has fomcthing extraordinary in 
blm, and more^than you have had Occafion toobferve; 

Capt. Nay» Madam, I fpeak but juft from what has 
happened now ; for tho' you fee 1 have been very plain 
vUh its Mother, I never had fo much Difcourfe with 
ber before. 

Couf I think ike gave you a great deal of Reafon to 
Ve plain with her, 

. C^^. Nay, I flatter no bodv, efpecially where things 
Qf fijcfa a Nature happen to oe dtfcourfed of ^ I diink 
there is no room for it then. 

Cu^ She is a horrid Creature for fuch things \ {be dc- 
ijptfes all Religioni and eveiy thing belonging to it. 

CafU Add pray how mt the rett of the Quidren ? 

Cm{^ All alike ; how Oiould they be othefwife \ You 
know wbat (he Father is, and you have had a Spe* 
cimep of the Mother \ and by them you asay judge of 
all the Family, except this little Baby, wh'xh hardly 
knows its Ri^t-band from its JLeft \ how fiiould they 
be othcrwife ? • 

Capt. Nav, Madam, you hinted juft now how it 
might he otnerwife. 

Couf. That's true, the efpecial Grace of God may 
gnake'^ a Diilerence, but it \& not often fe y and I am 
&ire there is nothing of it appears here. 

Capt. But you except this Child, Madam; I thir* 
there is fomething ^more than common in that Child. 

C(mf. You would fay fo indeed, if you bad heard 
fome PaiTa&es^bat I have heard in the Family ; there 
is fcaroe a J^ ^^aflqs hut they meet with fome feafon- 

able,. 
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able, fame ftraogc^ and fome furprising Reproof from 

that Child. 

Capt. And docs it make no Imp reiEon upon them ? 
Q)uf, Not at all ; there is oot Aire fuch a Family of 
Heathens and Drunkards in the Nation. 

Capt, What do they take no notice of it at all ? * 
Couf, Yes, they make a Jeft of him^ tell him h« 
(hall bea Parfon, and call him the Do^sr j nay, his 
Mother, in a mere Frolick, had a little Gown and 
Caff^jck made for him the other Day; yt>u never fa# 
a little Creatui'e look fo pretty and fo ^ave in your 
Life-; if 1 fpeak but a Word to her, you fhall fee her 
drefs him up in itprefently. ^ 

Capi. Pray do, fori think he'may ferve for Preacher 
to all the Family. 

Couf. 1 think fo toa ; and particularly one time I 
was here idiout half a Year ago, there was a Pafljgc, 
which, if you pleafe, Til relate to you* 

[^Sbi calls out to her Coufitt^ Hark vou, Coufin, 
fays Jhe^ pray will you drefs up the Do£ior in 
his Habit f andfhefajs^ Jy, ay^ fht wilL 
Capt. 1 (hall be very glad to hear it. 
Coufin. It vras enough to have moved a Stone ; I 
think any thing in the World but his Mother would 
have been furprized at it. 

Capt, She may have tiojc enough ftiU to reflect on 
thefe things. 

Couf We were all fitting by the Fire, and very 
merry ; the Child was at play at his Mother's Knee, and 
my Coufin was taken fuddenly ill with theCholick in 
her Stomach ; fo I took the Child away, and be ftood 
,by me a while : Her Diliemper was not very violent 
atfirft, tho' afterwards it increafed, but every now and 
then the Cholick furprizcd her with (harp, fliooting 
ftkdden Pains, like a Stitch in the Side ; and whenever 
it did fo, {be would, as is the profane way of fuch Peo^ 
pic, cry out, jO GOD f The Child ftood, as I faid, 
at my Knee very mute, feeing his Mother not well, 

and 
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and continued fo a good while ; and the Mother conti- 
nuing ill, frequently repeated the Name of GOD, as 
above. At I aft the Child goes of its own Accord from 
me to its Mother's Knee, and ftands ftill, looking 
fteadily up in its Mother's. Face : Says the Mother, 
what's the matter, Jackey ? what do you look up at me 
fofor ? are not you forry your Mamma is not well ? 
TheChild made her no Anfwer at all. She afked him 
again andiigain, three or four times ; but 'twas all one, 
he would not fpeak a Word, She would have been an- 
gry with him for not anfwering, but the Cholic inter- 
rupted her, and a Stitch or Pain (hooting in her Side, as 
before, (he clapped her Hand to her Side, and cries out 
again, O GOD ! The Child^ as if it had waited for 
the Occafion, looked up gravely in her Face again, and 
fays, Who is O GOD, Mamma ? 

Capt. O dear ! O dear ! what could the prophanc 
Creature fay to him ? 

Cottf, It was fuch a Surprize to me that I never met 
with the like, but 'twas nothing at all to her. 
Capt, Was none of the Family there but you ? 
Couf. Yes, two of the Daughters, and one of them 
was ftruck a little and look'd up at me, but faid no- 
thing ; her Mother's lllnefs prevented it. 

Capt. Well, but what faid the Mother to him ? 
Ccuf, She faid nothing juft then, (he was fo ill ; but 
you know Children are not eafily filenced, they will 
have their Queftions anfwered, and fo the Boy a&'d her 
again and again : She put him by, and bid him be quiet, 
for fhe was not well ; but it would not do, he would 
know who it was : She put him off again, and told 
him 'twas Nobody. 

Capt, That was true enough, tho' not in the Senfe of 
the Queftion. 

Couf, However, it would^ not do with the Boy ; he 
teazed his Mother for an Anfwer, and I faw (he was a 
little perplexed with it ; fo I took the Child away, and 
fet him in my Lap, and I to divert him, I afked him 

who 
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who he thought it was ? The Boyanfwered me, it was 
the Do6ior. And why the DoSior^ Jack^ faid I? Be- 
caufe his Mother, he faid ^ called him to come and cure 
her. I afked him how he knew that ? He faid, becaufe 
(he called for him when fomething hurt her. 

Capt. But I fuppofe you took the Occafion to tell 
him who GOD was ? . 

Couf. There was no Room for it, without telling him 
that his Mother was a wicked, wretched Creature ; or 
clfe letting him think there was no Harm in it ; and I 
was in fome Strait what to do : But I let him alone a 
while, and turned my Difcourfe to the Daughter, who 
I obferved took notice of what he had faid : Says I t9 
her^ ^rou fee what need we have to be Cautious what we 
fay before Children, tho' they are never fo little. 

Capt. But 'tis like (he took as little Notice of it, as 
the reft. 

Couf. I can't fay but it feemed to make more Impref- 
fion upon her than upon any of the reft, at that time j 
but it went ofF again : For if fuch things would have 
any EfFefl upon them, they meet with them every 
Day from this little Creature : What it is in the Child^ 
or whence it comes, I cannot pretend to fay \ for I 
know the Family is fo perfeftly gracelefs, and void even 
of the leaft Show of Religion, that 1 am confident the 
Child never had a Word of Good fpoke to it ; not fo 
much as Whomadehim^ ('till within thefe two Months) 
fince it was able to fpeak. 

Capt, It is an eminent Inftance of that diftinguifh* 
ing Grace, of which you were fpea king. Madam, who 
iingles out the Objeft of Mercy wherever he pleafes ; 
and it is a Teftimony to the Divine Original of Reli- 
gion, that it is not the EfFeft of Prieft- craft, or of 
the Prejudices of Education j clamour'd into our Heads 
by Nurfes, and whipt into us by School-miftrefles, 
Mothers and Pedagogues, while we are little, and then 
whined into us by the Parfons^ as we grow up: That it 
is not owing to the Mechanifm of the Spirit, working 

by 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



264 ^^^ Family InftruSlor. 

by the Artifice of Words upon the Senfes and Paffions ; 
but by a religious Awe of God, a religious Abhorrence 
of Evil, and a religious Re<Situde of the Defires and 
AfFedions, may bd, and oftentimes is wrought in the 
Mind, not only where no Kxample or Inftruflion in- 
tervenes to attach the Mind, but even in fpite of the 
evil Examples of Parents and Inftruftors. 

Couf. Sir, if 1 was able to tell you one half of the 
ftrange arul unaccountable Things, which happen every 
Day in the Family, from the furprizing 1 ongue of this 
little Creature, you would make much better ufe of it 
than I can do \ and yet 'tis but a little while ago, that^ 
to my Knowledge, it had never known who made him, 
or indeed that anything was wicked, and (hould not be 
done ; and even then it had none of it from any of its 
Family, or Relations. 

Capt. Who was fo kind to the Child, to do fo much 
forit? 

CouJ. Truly a poor Maid-Servant, that they provi- 
dentially, no doubt, took into the Houfe ; and that 
dreffes, undreffes, and lies \vith it ; you faw her there 
juft now; (he is a good fober Wench, and a very good 
Chriftian ; flie has done it all. 

Capt. She has but a forry Chance of it, to be placed 
in fu<;h a Family. 

Couf. I verily think Providence caft her Lot here, 
for the Sake of this Child ;" for flie is better than Fa- 
ther or Mother to it, nay, indeed, than all its Relations i 
but all the Houfe hates her for it. 

Capt. Whatdoes (he do to the Child ? 

Couf, She teaches it to read ; (be is always a talking 
gravely to it ; (he has told it a great many religious things, 
fuch as the little Creature's Thoughts are capable of 
working upon ; and particularly, that it is a wicked 
dreadful thing to rwear,and take God's Name in vain ; 
from which, as you may obferve, when you fpokeof his • 
learning to Swear, the Child was afFronted : Did not 
you fee how furly, and how angrily he fpokc to you, 
and faid, I won't /wear ? 

Cipt 
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Ca^. Yes, 1 44d, and it was very pkafant to me to 
take notice of it. 

Qmf. We had a very plcafant Paflage with him about 
that, the other Day: This honeft Maid had been talk- 
ing to him, it feems, about fpeaking bad Words, and 
how wicked they were that took GOD's Name in vain, 
«nd mingled their Difcourfe with Swearing and Curfing: 
The Boy too had afc'd abundance erf pretty little inno- 
cent Queftions of her, andihe was flill buly with hi^m, 
talking to him of thefe Things all the while fhe was 
dreiEng him ; when there came in two or three Gen- 
tlemen, I think they were Lieutenants of a Man of 
War, or fuch fort of People, to dine with her Matter | 
and walking to and again in the Room where {he was, 
they diverted themfelves with talking to the little Boy, 
and to the Maid j but mingled their Woids fo conti- 
nually with horrid Oaths, Curfmg and Damning, that 
the poor Wench had no Patience with them \ however, 
to keep her Diftance, and reprove them with good Man- 
ners, (he fet the Child toy^ork totalk to them. - 
Capt, She's no Fool, I'll warrant her. 
C^uf. No, indeed; but (he's a very good, fober, 
Wench too, which is worth all the rel(» 
Caft. Well, and pray how did (he order h? 
Couf. She did k prettily enough, and fo as not to of- 
fend them neither: They afk'd the Child fome Queftion 
or other, but fwore fo, even while they were fpeaking 
, to the Child, that the Boy knew not what to make of it. 
The good Girl took the Occafion, and faid, but very 
inodcftly, O / Genilemtn^ you (wear fo^ ydu fright the 
'Child. Hang him, a young uog^ fays one of them y 
fright him 1 he hears his^Father and Mother fwear as 
fatt as we do, every Day ; fo he turns to the Boy again. 
Come, yack^fays he^ why don't you anfwer me? fays 
. .the Maid, fpeaking to the Child, Jell* em you willy my 
Dear, if they won't fiOeary at which they fell a fwear- 
ingthe more. Says the Maid, Afk 'em where they have 
bedriy xnj Dear; fo the Boy a(k'd/cm ivbepe they Inhd 
V-OL.II. M been? 
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been ? Where have we been, fays one of them^ we have 
been a)i very honeftly at Church : // jeems it was Sab' 
heih^Day. Afk 'cm, my 'Dt2,x^faysjhe^ if they went to 
Church to learn to fwear ? The Boy afk'd them .exactly 
. as the Maid bid him. Yes^ Sir^ fays one of them, per- 
haps we did, and what's that to your little Roguefliip? 
And fojefted and laught with the Boy, till other Com* 
pany coming in^ took them ofF. 

Capt. The Maid manag'd 'em very handfomely. 

Couf But this is not the Paflage I am telling you the 
Story for. In the 'Afternoon fomebody either aflc'd^ 
the Boy logo to Church, or talk'd of carrying the Boy 
to Church, and he falls a crying vehemently ; nor could 
they get it out of him why he cry'd ; at laft the Maid, 
after quieting him, afk'd him what ail'd him ? He faid. 
He would not go to Church! His Mother hearing him 
fay that, Noj noy you fharCt go to Church! my Dear, 
fays (he; adding. What would they carry the Child to 
Church for ? He was never thete fmce he was chriften'd ; 
and 1 know no Bufmefs he has there again, till he is to 
be bury'd. 

Capt. She is the horrideft Creature I ever heard of. 

Couf Or that ever was in the World, to be fure. 

Capt. But why would he not go to Church ? 
. Couf No Body afk'd him a good while, 'till after, 
he was quiet 2(nd merry again ; and then jefling with 
him, his Mother afk'd him, what was the Reafon he 
Ivould not go to Church ? He grew ferious and grave 
upon her Queflion, and would not fpeak for a great 
while J at laft he told her, he would not leatn to fwear. 
They were all furpriz'd at the Anfwer, and could not 
imagine what it meant : Why, Sirrah^ fays his Afo- 
ther^ do Folks learn to fwear at Church \ Yes, he faid, 
they did, and he would not go to Church ; the Maid 
prefently recollefted the Paflage, and told the Story. 
They did but jef^, my Dear, fays the Mother, they 
don't learn to fwear at Church; but all would not do, 
the Boy did not fee the Jeft, he topk them at their 
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Words ; and his Mother being very indifferent as to 
perfuading him, it pafTed on. * 

Capt* But 1 fuppofe the Maid taught him better af- 
terward, 

Couf. Yes flie did ; but to this Day, when thofe. 
Gentlemen came to the Houfe, he won't go into the 
Room where they are ; and if his Mother, or any of 
his Sifters take GOD's Name in vain, if the Boy be 
never fo merry, he will turn grave and furly, and {L ^v 
his Difguft; and if they do it again, as fometimes the 
wicked Creatures will do it on purpofe to anger him ; 
if it is his Mother,' he will cry ; if it be his Sifters, he'll 
fly at them, and tear their Laces and Head-cloaths, and 
any thing he can come at } and if it be any of his 
Brothers, he will fpit at them. 

Capt. Tliefe Things are only diverting to them, I 
perceive; but, I aflure you, they would be inftruSing 
to me 5 what pity it is fome capable Perfon does not 
get this Child out of the wretched Family ? It would 
be an Aft of Charity; doubtlefs. Charity to the Soul 
is the higheft Charity in the World. 

Couf, There's no doing it ; who can take a Child 
from its own Father and Mother ? They are not poor, 
and fo they do hot want to have it kept; if they were, 
I would have took it away long ago. 

Capt. *Tis a great pity fuch a Child fliould be ruined. 

Couf. Never fear it. Sir; if the Work in the Child's 
Heart is from GOD, he will carry it on ; fuch as he 
takes up, never want a Father ; he that fent this honeft 
Maid hither, will always find Tutors for One that he 
will have taught : Whoever lives to fee that Child a 
Man, will, Idare fay, fee him fuch a Man as never 
came out of fuch a Family. 

Capt. Can't you contrive that I may fpeak with that 
Maid ? 

Couf. Yes, Sir, I believe I could; but may I afic 
you what you would fpeak with* her about ? I hope you 
will not mention the Difcourfe we have had, 

M 2 Capt. 
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Ca^. No, indeed ; but I would hire her. 

Couf. Hire her. Sir, ! t hope you would not do any 
thing fo cruel ; I would not do the poor Child fuch a 
Prejudice, on any Account whatever : Alas ! Sir. what 
have we been talking of? If this Servant was fent of 
God, to do good to this Child, wil you take her away ? 

CouL No, Madam, by no means, you do not under- 
ftand roe right ; her Miftreis {h^H have her ftill for her 
ordinary Bofinefs; I'd hire her for GOD. 

Couf. I underftand youj I'll call her as .foon as fhe 
' comes into the Room. 

Capt. There (he comes. 

CquJ. I'll call her; Margy^ Mar^v ! 

[The Maidpajs^d by with the Child in her Arms U 
go to her M'ljirefs^ and ft)e calls fjer^ 

Marg. Madam. 

Couf. Come hither, Margy. 

Marg. ril but carry little Matter to his Mother, and 
I'll wait on you. Madam. [Margy returns. 

Couf. This Gentleman warrts to fpeak with you. 

Capt\ Margaret J 2iTt you hirM to look after that little 

Boy? 

Mrrg. Yes, Sir. 
^ Capt. And do you do it as it fliould be done ? 

Marg. 1 do it as well as I can. Sir ; but my Rliftrefs 
makes me do a deal of other Work ; which makes me 
1 cannot tend him fo well as I would. 

Capt. But do you look after 'him 'Soul and Body, 

Marg' ret? -o /. r . 

Marg. I am not his Mother, Sir; my Bufihefs is to 
drefs and undrefs hini, and to tend him. 

Capt,. Then you was not hired to look after him 
Soul and Body? 

Marg. No, indeed Sir, I am not qualified for that. 

Capt. But who takes care of his Soul then ? What, 
no Body! That's a fad Thing, Margaret, 

Marg. Truly, Sir, -that Work's but poorly done here; 
• I am forryfor it,. but Madam there knows how 'tis; I 

4 never 
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never heard a religious Word faid to the Child in my 
Life. 

Capt, I know it very well. Child, and therefore I 
have a mind to hire you to a new Mafter. 

Matrg, Sir, I am in Place here, and except what I 
wasfayingy I have no Fault to find with my Buiinersy 
Sir, and I cannot fairly leave my Miftrefs's Service. 

Capt. Why look you, Mar ^ ret j I'll hire you to a 
very good Mafter. 

Marg, I thank you, Sir, I don't queftion that; but 
I am loth to leave my little Mafter too ; 'tis a (WeeC 
Baby, and I love it very dearly. 

Capt. Well, Marg'ret^ you (hall not leave the 
Child neither, nor your Miftrefs, and yet you (hall do 
all the Work I hire you for too. 

Marg. I do not undorftand how that can be. Sir % if 
you pleafe to explain \% 

Copt. Hiere, Marg'ret^ I give you Earned, I hire 
voo for GOD ; and your Bufinefs for this Money (hall 
TO, thatyou (hall take cswre, in his Name^ of the Soul 
of this C^ild, as-faras lies in your Power, Margaret, 

[He puts two Pieces ofG^tldint^her Harul. 

Marg^ You terftfy me, Sir ; alas ! I am not fit to 
take fuch a Charge upon me. 

Copt. I fay omy tisfhr as lies in y9wr Power^ Mof* 
garet \ don't be afraid to do your Endeavour. 

Marg. That's my Duty, Sir, and I hope I (h^l do 
what I can ; but I am but a poor ignorant ServMit>* 
Maid ; what can I do ? 

Capt, ril tell you what you (hall do, Margaret ; you 
fee the poor Lamb has neither Teaching nor Example j 
itknows nothing of GOD, ofitfelf, of what is Good, 
or what Evil; what to do, and what not to do, and yet 
you fee, Margaret, th^vt the little Creature has fomc-.. 
thing; extraordinary in itfelf, even without Teaching. 

Marg, To be iure, Sir, there never was fuch a Cntld 
in the World, 

M 3 . Capt^ 
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Capt. Well, Margaret^ it is fo ; and I believe it 15 
from hence, that Providence has determined fomething 
extraordinary about him.; and though I am a perfe£^ 
Stranger, yet I cannot but be concerned, that outward 
Helps may not be wanting ; I have heard what you 
have done already, and I do this to encourage you to, 
go on, 

Mgrg* I have (Jone as much I ^ould do, if he were 
my own, Sir 5 but he will learn any thing fader than I 
can teach him. 

Capt. Well, Margaret^ do you but go on within 
your own Reach ; teach him to know and reverence . 
the Power that made him ; teach him to hate and a- 
void the little firft Sins of Children ; teach him all that 
your Reafon and Duty {hall direfi you. 

Marg. Fll do my Endeavour, Sir ; and I think it is 
every Servant's Duty to do what you fay. 

Capt. I know you will make a Confcience of doing 
it, Margaret ; and remember GOD will require the 
Soul of this Child at your Hand: I have hired you 
for GOD, you fee, and you have taken his Wages j 
look you do your Duty. 

{Margaret trembles and looks paU^ and the Tears 
run Ota of her Eyes, 

Marg. Sir, I beg of you take your Money again, I 
am dreadfully frighted. 

Capt. No^ no^ Margaret i don't be frighted, ^ou 
have a Mafter now that will enable you to do all that 
he expefts from you : I told you I would hire )ou to 
a good Mafter, and if you do but your Endeavour, 
Margaret^ he will both blefs your Defires, and fucceed 
your Endeavours, and therefore don't be difcou raged, 
Margaret ; if ever this Child live to be a Man, he 
will both honour and rev/ard you for it. 

Marg. I will do what J <:an. Sir; but pray do not 
et^e6i great Things of me 5 for as foon zs this poor 
Lamb comes to be a llttlfe bigger, he will fall into 
fuch dreadful Hands, Sir, have his Ears fo tun'd with 

abomi* 
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abominable Words, and have fuch fad Examples, that 
it is impoffible. Sir, but he muft be ruined. 

CouJ. No, Margaret^ it is not impoffible ; that 
Child cannot be ruiued. 

Marg. Truly, Madam, it is next to impoffible : a 
Child brought up in fuch a Family, feems to .be 
brought up for the Devil ; for my part it grieves me 
fo for the poor innocent Lamb, that I think verily I 
ihall break my Heart for him. 

Capt. No, Margaret^ you (hall not break your Heart 
about him ; but it fhall be the Comfort of your Heart 
hereafter, that yOu were fent hither to be a fileffing td 
this Child; and this Child fhall, with your Help, be a 
Reproof to the whole Family. 

Marg. I have often thought. Sir, if it had been law- 
ful, I would have run away with him ; tho' I had begg'd 
with him at my Back, or workM for him as long as I 
had liv'd, fo I might but have carry'd htm out of this 
dreadful Houfe, where he is fure to be rum*d Soul and 
Body. 

Capu No, Margaret^ you (hall have no need to do 
that J do you but do your Part, and inftru£i; him pri- 
vately and early, I tell you the Wickednefs of the Fa- 
mily ihall have na Power over him \ he (hall rather be 
an Inftrument to reclaim them. 

Marg. I wifh it were in your Power, Sir, to pre^ 
vent it ; I (ee you have Good-will enough 5 but you 
difcourage me a little. Sir, in being fo pohtive. 

Capi. Why does that difcourage thee, A/<?r^<ir//? 
I think it (hould be quite the contrary. 

Marg. Becaufe, Sir, I think you cannot be fure of 
the thing : I hope you will pardon me. Sir, we may 
be too rafli in fpeaking, though we mean well, where 
there is no immediate Knowledge of the thing. 

Capt. Well, Margaret^ you fay true, I acknow- 
ledge I am no Prophet; but I think GOD has difco- 
vered that he has fome great Work in ftorc for him, and 
I believe it ; let us not difpute the reft^ do you ^oyour 
M 4 ' Duty^ 
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Duty^ Margaret, and lay up thefe things in yowr 
Heart : I am a going a long Voyage^ and if 1 Hvc to 
rctufn, I ftiall enquire of you, what Obfervations you 
have made upon this little Difcourfe. 

Marg. I will give you the beft Account 1 can. Sir. 

Couf. Pray go and fetch little Jockey to me, 

[Margaret goe^ away to fetch the Child^ and 
brings htm drefs'd up in, a little irown and 
Cajfoch^ and every %vay drejjedin the compleat 
Habit of a Clergyman. 

Marg. Here, Sir, is my little Mafter 5 I think they 
don*t call him DoSior for nothing. 

Capt. What does his Mother mean by this Jeft j 
Doe^flic intend the Child for a Clergyman ? 

Couf, I dare fay (he would as foon breed hijn up ta 
he a Chimncy-fweeper ; flic has an Aveifiod to theEm-* 
ployment ; (he abufes all tbe Mmtfters of every Sort» 
as if they were the Scuni of the Earth* 

Ciipi. Nowondfef that (hey whohavenoTafteof Gofpcl 
Truths, fliould have no Refpeft for Gofpel-Miniflcrs t 
They that fcorn the Meflage, will hate the Medfengers. 

Marg. I'm forry to fee my Miftrefs is^ fUch ca E- 
nemytoali that is good: I believe (he has mad^tMs' 
Habit for my littk Mafter in Derifibn ; but I afl» |^ef«* 
fuaded he will be a Minifter for aH that# 
♦ Capt. Why do you think fo, Mat^gen^if? 

Marg, Why, Sir, lam but a filly Creature j but Pit 
tell you a PafTage of my Obfervation, and the Occafionof 
it : I have taught my little Mafler to know his Letters, and 
fpell a little, as well as I could, out of my own Bible \for 
they have given him neither Horn-book or Primmer ; and 
one Day, when they had drc;fs*d him up in this new Habit,^ 
and nrade as much Game with him as they thought fit, 
they fent him up to me to undrefs him : I happened to 
have a littleTime, and I faid to him, Ctfw^,my Dear, v)ill 
you fay your Book now? Tes^ Margy, fays he, (fo- he calls 
me.) So I took the Book to look his LefTon j but the 
Book openiD^accidemalljf at another Place, the Child 
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claps both Hands upon the Leaves, as if he had been a^ 
play, and began to look upon the Book : Noy my Dear* 
fays I, that is not the Place ; let me look your Leffon, 
Noy fays he, / will learn my Book here. I would have 
turned it over again, but he would not ftir away his 
Hapds: Here^ Mafgy, A^r^, fays he. What juji here ^ 
my Deaf,'faid I f Yes^ faid YiQ^juJihere^juJi here ; and 
put his Finger to a Line, as if he had known it : I was 
a little furprized, becaufe I knew he could not read a 
Word, nor knew any thing of what was before him ;, 
but it came into my Thought, that I would fee what 
. it was the Child pointed fo at ; for I fee him fo pofitive^ 
that I fay it a little furprized me ; but I was more fur- 
prized, when I found the Words were in the i Cor. ix, 16^ 
fFoe is unto me^ if I preach not the Go/pel : Well, thought 
I to myfelf, this Child will certainly be a Minifter. 

Capt. 'Pis a very remarkable thing indeed, Mar^ 
garet ; nay, I think 'tis fomethi«g wonderful. 

Couf. Indeed it is j I never heard this before. 

Marg. I never mentioned it to any one before^ 
Madam, for I laid it up. in my Thoughts,, as I have 
done many other Things. 

Couf, *Tis a wonderful Paflage indeed* 

Marg. Truly, Madam, I think every thing thi» 
Child does is wonderful. 

, Capt. Well, Margaret J lay up this in your Heart 
tbo, till you fee the Event, as I defire you would what 
I faid to you before ; and take care to do your Part 
with him till I come again. 

Couf. She will have every Day new things to lay up 
in her Heart, as well as thefe j for the Child is every 
Hour faying fomething or other extraordinary. 

Capt. Well, Madam, there's fomething yet ftranger 
to me than all this 5 a4;id that is, that fuch Paffages as 
thefe, in a Child fo young, do not work fome great 
Alteration in the Family : Why fuch a Child is enough 
to make a whole Houfe ferious, if they were the pro- 
phancft Wretches in Nature. 

M ^ Cotf. 
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C$uf. Really, Sir, it is fo ; but it has a quite con** 
trary Effeft here ; the Mother of this Child is fo ef- 
fedually hardened agatnft all Manner of Convifiion, 
that nothing aflFedls her ; and while it is fo, how (bould 
it touch any of the reft of the Family ? 

Capt, Certainly it will firft or laft. 

Couf. I fee-no Signal of it \ ihe ridicules it all, and 
they by her Example ; and if at any time fome of 
them are a little concerned, it wears ofF again, as I 
told you of one of the Sifters ; and the Mother laughs 
them out of every thing that is ferious. 

Capt. 'Tis a fad thing ; but I cannot but think it 
will be otherwife at laft j if this Boy proves fuch a 
Preacher of Righteoufnefs to them, 2iS he feems to be^ 
it will certainly have fome Effcft upon fome oi them, 
one time or other, tho* it may not juft now : Pray what 
fays the Father to it ? 

Couf, Why reallv. Sir, the Father is Mafter of more 
Senfe, and more Modefty, thaa the Mother, or than 
any' of the Children j and he is not fo hardened as 
they are, to banter and make a Jeft of Religion. 

Capt, I think fo of him, and that made me a(k what 
he fays to it. 

Couf. But then, Sir, you know his Infirmity, that he 
is almoft always in drink. 

Capt. Why he is obliged to keep Company with 

thefe Great Men ; there's Admiral ^ and Cfaptain 

■■ ■■ , and the Commiffioners of the — ■ , and 
he cannot get away from them. 

Couf, No, indeed, his Servants are generally fain to 
fetch him away, as if he was dead. 

Capt. He can have no room for ferious things, in 
fuch a conftant Courfe of a wicked Life, if he were 
never fo well inclined. 

Ccuf, Truly ^he Man has a Senfeof Religion upon 
his Mind at other Times, and he hates mortally to hear 
his Wife talk fo prophanely as (he ordinarily does, and 
will often reprove her for it. 

Capt. And how does flie take it ? CouJ^ 
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Couf. Take it ) truly (he does not take it at aH ; 
(he rallies him with his 'Drunkennefs, and his Fits of 
Repentance between it ; and then talks the more prp- 
phanely for his Admonition. 

Capt, Why that is the juft Confequcnce of a Ma;;i • 
jeproving Sin, that is not reformed himfelf. 

Couf. So (he tells him ; and afks hhtt how long his 
Fit of Repentance will laft ? 

Capu Then I fancy he is apt to talk penitently when 
it is over. . ; ' . 

Couf, Exceedingly indeed ; he will call himfelf all 
the drunken Sots, and wicked, curfed Wretches, that 
he can think of, the next Morning after he has been 
drank ; and repent, and weep, and beg GOD to for- 
give him ; it is hardly to be defcrihed. 

Capt. And makes a thoufand Promifes, 1 fuppofe, 
that he will never be drunk again ? 

Couf Ay, and folemn Vows and Refolutions 5 and 
I dare fay intends to keep them too. 

Capt. But does not keep them it may be above two 
or three Days ? 

Couf Two or three Days! alas, not through the 
fame Day they were made in, oftentimes ; if that 
wretched Company comes to him, or fends for him, he 
will be as bad the fame' Night. 

Capt. Why does he not avoid them ? 

Couf He often fays he will, but he has no Power 
to refrain. 

Capt. And he is loth to difoblige them ; for they are 
People begets well by, another way. 

Couf Ay, that's the Snare \ but there is a fecret 
ftrong Inclination within too, which bids him go, and 
not only fo, but bids him drink when he is there ; and 
this I look upon to be the worft Part of the Tempta- 
tion, and the hardeft for him ever to get over. 

Capt. Weil, but you fay he does not do as his Wifie 
does, at worft; he does not contemn GOD or Reli- 
gicni asOxedges? 
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Couf, No, no, drunk or fober he«abhors that, and 
can't abide to hear her talk as ihe does. 

Caft. And liow does he carry it to this Child ? 

Couf. He loves it moft paflionatcly^ and loves it too- 
for thefe very things we are talking x)fv and often tells 
the Mother, GOD has taken that Child out of her 
l^ands; that (he is left to breed up alt the reft for the 
, Devil, but that this Child will live to remove her, and 
teach them all i and 'tis he keeps that honeft Maid- 
Margaret in the Houfe ; the Mother would have turn'd 
her away elfe long ago ; (be hates the Maid becaufe fbe 
Reaches the Child good things. 

Capt, 1 warrant that Fadicr will be fome time oe 
©tlucr reform'd, perhaps by this very Child; 
Couf. I wifti he may with all my Heart, 
The^ End of iht^hird Dialogue. 




THE 

FOURTH DIALOGUE. 

HE laft Difcourfe being ended, ^Margaret 
went up Stairs with the Child, the Captain 
went away, and the Gentlewoman, who it 
feems lay in the Houfe that Night, went to^ 
the reft of the Company ; but Margaret^ ^^ 
fhe was bid to do, laid up thefe tilings in her Heart, and 
apply'd herfelf with more Diligence than ever, to inftru^ 
and teach the Child ; particularly, flie brought him to- 
be able to read very prettily^ before any Body in the. 
Houfe knew that he could tell the Letters when he faw 
them ; .for thoVas 1 faid, he was carried to School to an* 
old Woman in the Neighbourhood, it was more to be 
out of the Way, than for any thing they thought he- 
ihould learn ; and befides too^ it was chiefly befordr 
Margaret camt y he very feldom. went ^ Scboc^ affer- 
«ard«. As 

Digitized by V^OOQ IC 



TBe Family InJ^ruffor. 2yy 

As (be tafught him to read, fofhe taught him to know 
things proper for a Child fo young to know ; (he fill'd 
his young Thoughts with- an Awe and Reverence of 
God j a Love of every thing that was good and reli- 
gious ; flie taught him feveral little Prayers for Night 
and Morning j and poflefs'd him ^th j^fi Notions, of 
being his Duty to pray to God to blefs himy and keep 
him ; and that it was a wicked thing to go to fleep, 
without kneeling down, and praying to God to keep> 
him in the Night ; or to be drefs'd in the Morning, 
without praying to God to blefs him in the Day. 

She had taught him before to believe, that it was a 
ver/ wicked thing to mention-the Nanv of GOD upoa 
common Occafions ; and that the Children that play'd 
with him^ and did fo, were wicked Children; and abun- 
dance of fuch things, fuitable to the Capacity of the 
Child, and of his Years -, befidesy fhe obferved, and it 
was an Encouragement to her,^ that the Child was fo 
exceedingly [deafed, and eager for her little Difcourfes 
and Inftruaions, that it would leave its Play at any time 
to go up Stairs >Yith Margy \ and oftentimesr would hale * 
and pull her from his Mother, or any body elfe, crying 
Margyy Margy^ up Stairs, up Stairs ; fo that Margartt 
never wanted Opportunity, and yet no body in the 
Houfe perceived it \ for whenever the Child called 
Margy to go up Stah-s, no body would hinder her, fup* 
pofing he wanted her on other Occafions. 

While {he was thus talking to him one Day, of the' 
wicked Children ufing bad Words, and taking God's 
Name in vain at their PI ay, -the Child ftopp'd her ; but 
Margy ^ fays he^ is it a wicked thing to call for Q GOD^. 
when one^an't well, or any thing hurts ? Is that naughty 
tc9f Margy ? Yes, my Dear, y&yx Margaret, we muft 
never call upon God- but ferioufly to help, and blefs us,, 
as you do in your Prayers, my Dear. Why, Margy ^ 
Jays the Childy won't Q GOI> come and help them 
when they cry out fo > and they ben't well ? No^ my 
Sear, fay fiky if he fllOiUd,, it would fright tbent 
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dreadfully \ and fo {he went on to explain to him, as 
well as (he could get him tounderiland it, the Wicked- 
nefs of that unhappy Cuftom, which many People 
have, of crying out O GOD ! in their Pain, or upon 
any Surprize ; and the Difference between that way of 
ufing the Name of God, and an awful, folemn uQngit 
in his Prayers ; but {he could not make the Child a 
great while leave off joining the Letter O with the 
Word GODj as one Word, and as a Subjiantive : So 
{he let that alone, as a thing of no Confequence. 

But one Day^ as he was liflening very attentively to 
her, and {he talking of its being a wicked thing for 
People to cry out O GOD ! when they were in rain, 
except it was in a folemn way : He fays to her. But 
Margy^ was it a wicked thing when my Mamma call'd 
for O GOD ? The Maid was at a little Surprize, for 
{he was loth to give the Child an Idea of his Parents 
doing wicked things ; fo at firft {he faid nothing; but 
he was never to be left unanfwer'd in any Queftion he 
aflced ; he would not leave it, butafk'd her again and 
again, and then teazcd her with. Was it, Margy? 
Was it ? Was it ? and would not be put by. At]a{(,: 
the Maid was forced to fay, Tes it was indeed. At 
which the Child fell a crying. 

It was fome time after this, that his Mother had 
another Fit of the Cholick, as it feems {he frequently 
had, and v/as in great Pain ; and the Gentlewoman 
their Coufin, whom we have mentioned before, was fent 
for, as {he ufually was on thofeOccafions,tobe affi{ling 
to her : And {till when the Pains of the Cholick af- 
fe(fted her Nerves, and made her ftart, or griped her 
Stomach, as 'tis known is the Cafe in that violent Dtf- 
temper, {he, according to her prophanc Ufage, cried 
out, O GOD / and once in particular, having more 
Pain than ordinary, {he repeated it four times together^ 
without any other Words, as fait as her Tongue could 
foeak ft : The Child was in the Chamber, but was at 
Flay at a Window on the other Side of the Room, a 

good 
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good way from her : When he firft heard his Mother 
cry out GODy he ftopp'd his Play, and turning 
about, flood flock fiill, looking very gravely at his 
Mother : But when he heard her repeat the Words 
four times together in a kind of a Paffion, as ahove^ 
he ran to the Bed fide to her j MAMMA^ faid he 5 
what d'ye fay, fays his Mother i' Don't call O GOD ^ 
Mamma^ fays the Child ? why, fays his Mother, 
what's the Matter ? Why, he worCt come^ Mammay 
fays the Child. Won^t he, Sirrah, fays his Mother^ 
how do you know he won't ? The Boy flood ftill a 
good while, hammering his Thoughts to bring out 
what he had in his Mind ; at laft, fays he, IfO GOD 
Jhould come^ Maranw, you zvould be afraid. Well, 
and would you not be afraid too ? fays his Mother : 
Tesy Mamma^ fays the Child : and mus'd a while, and 
then brings it out, Ah hut I don't call hiniy Mamma: 
"The Mother, had flie had a Heart Jefs obftinate and 
infenfible than an Idiot, would have been moved with 
it; butflie put it off, and fpoke angrily to the Child, 
to be rid of him : However, he was not to be put off, 
neither with good Words, or bad; but after a little 
Stop, he falls to it again. Mamma^ fays he, don'tcall^ 
O GOD, no morey Mamma. Well, well, fays h s 
Mother, be quiet. Won^t you then^ Mamma, fays the 
Boy? She would not promife a great while; but the 
Boy pull'd her, and teazed her with, Worit you Mam- 
ma ? IVonU yoUy Mamma ? At laft, to be rid of him, 
fhe faid, JVelU I wonU then. No more. Mamma ? 
fays the Boy. Well, nomorey then, fays his Mother. 
Niver no morey Mamma ? fays the Boy. The Boy's 
mad, I think, fays his Mother. Take him away a 
little, fome Body ; where's his Maid ? Well, the 
Boy would not be taken away till flie had faid. Never 
no more j and then he went away quietly. 

As foon as the Boy was gone, the good Gentlewo- 
man, who was by, bur ft out into Tears, flie could 
hold no longer. Coujiny fays (he^ are you not at all 

2 concerifm 
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$fincerrCdat what this little Creature has /aid to you ? No 
otl^ fays Jbey what fliould 1 be concerned at it for ? I 
don't mind fuch Prattle; what (ignifies what Childreii 
fey at three or four Years old ? f^f^n Coufin^ fays fhe^ 
do you think this Chili could fay all this to you of mere 
Prattle y znAfrom mere Nature ? Do you think there is 
nothing elfe tn it? What elfe 'can there be in it, fays 
the Mother ? What ftrange thing would you make of 
it? INDEED COUSIN, fays Jhey I fhould think it 
was a Reproof fent from Heaven to me. And certain- 
Iv this little Creature could not fay all this of itfclf :: 
Says the Mother^ I know Margy is always talking her 
little idle Stories to the Child ; but if I thought fhc 
had the Impudence to teach him to talk thus to me, 
I'd take care to rid the Houfe of her. You miftake ' 
me quite, replies her Coufn, I don't think 'tis from 
Margy y but from him that made Margy. And Til tell 
yjou Coufin, if you do not look upon it to he fo too, I 
think you will be much in the wrong. I don't trouble 
my Head about it, not I, fays tjie Mother. 

While they were talking ot this, in comes the Child's 
Father ; and after afking his Wife how fee did, and 
fpeaking to his Coufm a little, he aflced^^rAmy 
Boy ? And this introduced a feort Difcourfe among 
them all, about what bad happened. Says hisWifey 

Your Boy I Your Majler you mean j he is bat juft 
gone. 

Fa. What d'ye mean by my Mafter^ fays \\cjefting ?' 
I have no Matter, as I know oi, but my Wife. 

Mother. Nay, if he ben't p>ur Majler , it feems he 
is to be nune. Truly, your Son has been Catechizing, 
me this Morning at a ftrange Rate. 

Couf Ay indeed ! it is at a ftrange Rate^ I muft ac- 
knowledge ; I believe none ever heard the like. 

Moth. N2iyy here's my Coufm ■■ all in Tears 

about it. 

Couf. And I am pcrfuaded his Father would hava 
h^ Tears in his Eyes too^ if he had heard it.i- 
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Fa. Well, but may I not hear it at fecond hand ? 

Moth. Coufin, pray tell Mr. the Particulars, 

for I carinot talk fo much, / anU welly you fee. 

Couf. Why, to tell it all,. I (hould tell him what 
happened once before, you know when you were 
laft ill. 

Fa. Come do then, for I long to hear it* 

Couf. Why, you niuft know when my Coufin was 
laft ill, and the Cholic made her cry out, flie feveral 
times, as the Pains increafed, cry'd, O God^ as it is 
her way to do pretty often. 

Fa. Yes, yes, it is her way I know^ and abundance 
of other People's ; but I confefs *tis what I always 
have thought very ill of. 

Moib, Good lack ! how wonderful religious you are 
of a fudden, 

Fa» I did not tell you I was fo religious neither ^ and 
yet there was always fomething that fhockM me ia 
that very Particular ; that People (hould take GOD's 
Name fo often in their Mouths, juft when they are 
under his Hand, and when there'is more need to pray 
to GOD, than to provoke him. 

Moth. Well, well, come, don't preach; oncPar- 
fon in a Houfe is enough of all Conibience. 

Fa. Well, go on with your Story, Coufin. 

Couf Upon this Occauon che Boy, who was ftand- 
ing at my Knee. ■ 

\HereJhe tells him how the Child ran to his Mo^ 
ther, andafk'dy Who is O GOD, Mamma? 
and all the Particulars^ as before. 

Fa. And was it not furprizing, Coufin ? 

Couf. To me it was, I confefs. 
Fa, Nay, I don't a(k if it w^s fo to my Wife, no- 
thing of that Nature can reach her \ if (he has any 
Confcience, 'tis lock'd up in a Prifon-, with feven Bolts' 
of Brafs upon it, that it can neither hear, feel, nor 
fpeaic, and I am afraid never will till the laft Minute 
or two. 

Moth^ 
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Moth, And what are you the better for all your 
Qualms of Confciencc ? You are always as bad ^* 
gain, or worfe the next Day : Here he will come 
Coufin^ and fit down and wring his Hands, and cry out. 
What a Wretch he is, and the Lord have Mercy upon 
hlm^ he (hall go to Hell ; and then he'll fay his 
Prayers like any Sea-Captain upon a Lee-Shore ; and 
the next Day one Bottle drowns all his Repentance, 
he gets drunk again with Admiral " ' or Captain 

- his old Companions, and then the Devil is fure 

of him for a Week or Fortnight at leaft ; when that 
Hurry is over, he repents again, as the Fit takes him, 
and he will be as religious for two or three Days as can 
be \ and this is his Courfe of Life as confiantly as the 
Tide ebbs and flows. 

Fa. Well, well, Coujin^ there's too much Truth in 
it, God forgive me^ I don't iuftify myfelf. 

Moth. Dear Coufin, talk no. more of thefe things, 
fbr it will certainly put him into one of his penitential 
Fits again. 

Couf. Why, ifitfhould, I hope it will be no harm, 
perhaps one time or other he may repent for good and 
all ; *tis never too late. 

Moth. Well, then let us ftay till it comes, that we 
may have but one Trouble of it all together. 

Fa. Coujiny my Wife is one of them that would 
convert an Atheift. 

Moth. I convert an Atheift ! how muft 1 convert 
them ? I han't converted you yet. 

Fa. By letting them fee themfelves out-done fo 
much in Wickednefs, that they (hould be frfghted at 
their own Picture. 

Couf. Come, Coufin, do not run upon one another 
fo, 1 hope the worft of us (hall repent at laft : Will you 
let me go on with my Story ? 

Fa. Ay, pray do, pray do. 

Couf. Why juft now we have had the Second Part 
of this little Preacher's Sermon. 

Motb. 
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Moth. A Sermon d'ye call it ? 
Conf. I am fure 'tis a Sermon to me, it has preached 
"Tears into my Eyes. 

[Here Jhe relates the Story of th( Boy and his 
Mother^ asjuji told above. 
Fa. It is a Sermon indeed ! and would have brought 
Tears into any one's Eyes I think, except my Wife's. 

Moth. Why truly your fFtfe thinks (he ha« more 
Wit than to lay h much Strefs upon fuch things as 
have n.othing in them but the common Prattle of 
Children. 

Fa. Well, however, it feems he made you promife. 

Mot, Yes, yes, I have promifed. 

Fa. Then I would advife you to keep it, for I think 

verily that Promife is not made to the Child but to 

GOD himfclf, break it at your Peril ; 'tis certain, the 

Child could not do it of himfelf. 

Adctk. No, noi I kaow whofe doing 'tis^ I fhall 
take care of Mrs. Margaret ; one Teacher's enough 
in a Houfe. 

- Fa. For my part, I am very well content to be 
taught by any Body, for I know I want it. 

Couf. Nay, if this Child be a Teacher, he muft be 
a Teacher fent from Heaven. 

. Fa. Coufin, we may make any thing teach us, if 
we are but willing to learn. 

Moth. Well, if ever I do learn, it (han't be at fe- 
cond-hand, from my Maids, nor my Children. 

Fa. I think you are very angry without any Caufe : 
.prithee call the Maid down. 
Couf. ril call her. 

[Margaret was called^ and i ante down prefently. 
Fa. Margy, what's this you have been doing to this 
Boy? .. 

Marg. Doing to him ? Nothing, Sir, but taking 
all the Care I can of him, as my Bufmefs is to do ? I 
hope nothing is amifs with the Child, Sir ? 
Fa. No, not amifs, Margy^ that is not the Cafe ; 

but 
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but have you dilated nothing to htm, that he (hoiild 
come and fay to his Mother here i 

Marg, No, never in my Life. 

Fa. Have you taught him nothing to fay by rote^ 
and bid him fay it to his Mother ? 

Marg. 4 hope 1 have more Manners, Sir ; if you 
pleafe to let me know what it is, rU give a particular 
Anfwer to it if I can. 

Fa. Prithee Margy^ tell me faithfully ; have you 
iiiught him any thing at all i 

Marg. I know, Sir, 'tis common for Nurfery Maid» 
to teach Children Songs and lUtle fimple Sayings > 
but I thought it was as well to teach him fomething 
that was good, and fo I taught him, Sir^ to fay the 
Lord's Prayer, and two Prayers out of a good Book 
^hich I have above, J '11 fetch it if you pleaie ; and the 
Ten Commandments,, and the Apofile's Crebd ; and 
this is all I have taught hia» \ I hope, Sir,^ yoii: won't 
be angry for that. 

Fa. No indeed, Margy^ they ought not to. have 
the Name of P^athers or Mothers that are angry with 
you for that, if you tau^t him nothing elfe. 

Marg. Indeed Sir, I hav<e tau^t him.nothing^ elfe^ 
but that and fucti as that is. And befides^ he is fuch » 
Child as I never met with* If I would have taught 
him foolifh things, as Children, are generally taught^ 
he would have fpit at me, and would not have learned 
them. 

Fa. And is all this true, Margy ? Is this all you 
have taught him ? 

Marg. Sir, I endeavoured to teach him to read : for 
when Icame, he did not know his Letters. 

Moth. No, nor docs not yet ! youhave taught him 
to read m oft nicely* 

Marg. Madam, I had no Order to teach him at all,^ 
and lb if I had not, I had not oiFended \ but if my Ma- 
fler pleafes to have him down, it may foon be feen: 
whetlier I have Uught him to^reador no. 

Fa^ 
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Fa* Ay, ay, Margy^ fetch him down, 
' [Margy brings him down^ and he runs t$ his 

FatLr. 
Couf. Where's his Book f 
Marg. Indeed, Madam, he has no Book. 
Couf. What, has he tore it ? . 
Marg. He never had any fince I came. 
Couf. What have you taught him out of ? 
Adargm 1 taught him out of my own Bible ; but if 
you give him any Book, he will tell his Letters. 
Couf. Come here's a Bible. 

[The Boy reads very dijiin6ily the fir ft place they 
offer him. 
Mtfth. He fays it by rote ; flie has {hewn him a 
Verfe that he knows. 

Marg. Nay, Madam, let him be fhew'd any Place 
in the Bible. [Margy yJ^w/i the Book. 

Fa. Give me the Book ; come hither, Jacky ; I'll 
poze him, I warrant you* 

Marg. It is very eafy to fee whether the Child can 
read or no. 

\The Father opens the Book and bids him ready and 

he reads two whole Verfes. The Father opens an^ 

other Place^ and he does the fame. At which the 

. Father^ furpriz^d^ throws by the Book in a Paf* 

fion^ and with an Oath^ fifing up^ fays ■ 

Fa. — The Boy reads as well as 1 can : go^ Margy, 

I have no more to fay, you have done very well. 

[Margy goes up Stairs again. 
Moth. I toli yoiiy Coufin, bow long his Fit of Re- 
pent^ntce would l»ft ; you fee he fwcars again already. 
Fa, Why, you put me in a Paflion, to fee you fall 
upon a . poor Girl that has done more than her Duty 
for the Child, and has ohly made up- the Want of 
what his Father and Mother ought to have done. 

Couf. Don't fwear again, Couftn^ if you do, Jack 
will reprove you. 

Fa. GOD forgive me ! I don't defire to fwear, I 

jknow 
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know I ought not ; but it is fo natural to me by Cu- 
fiom, that I fcarcc kitow when I do ity and when not 5 
efpecially if I am moved with any thing; and what 
can be more provoking than this ? 

Couf. Jack is a little out of Humour already I fee ; 
he begins to look grave at bis Father. 

Moth. Ay, ay, he'll have it by and by, as well as I. 

Fa. Well, if I have, / deferve it. 

Alcth. Ay, you are one of thofe Penitents that con- 
fcfs every thing, and reform nothing. 

Fa. But you neither confefs nor reform. 

Moth, And which is the beft of the two, Coujin ? 

Couf. Truly both are bad enough — ^I fcarce know 
what to fay to either of you ; only this, you had much 
better both mend, than find fault with one another. 

Moth. I believe we (hall both mend together. 

All this while, tho* the Father of the Child Teemed 
a little afFedled juft at that time, while any thing was 
frefli upon his Mind, yet the Mother yi/W true enough 
in that ; he was one that confejfed all, and reformed 
none. He was always crying out upon himfelf, what 
a wicked Wretch he was, and how wicked a Family 
he had : how all his Children were bred up for the 
Devil ; and every -now and then he would cry, The 
' Lord have Mercy upon him^ and GOD forgive him. But 
ftill he continued a poor drunken, fwearing Creature, 
that was never the better for all his Repentance ; and 
the Family went on juft as they were before. 

Theliule Boy, as if chofen by Providence from the 
fiowels of fuch a wicked Race, and Angled out as a 
Mark of divine fpecial free Love, went on as before^ 
and grew in favour both with God and Man 5 wonder^- 
ful Marks of early Piety appeared in him, as (bon as 
liis Years would admit : The Father, though he bad 
little or nothing of Good in him, yet had been fo 
pleafed with what he found the Maid had done, that 
he refolved (he (hould not be removed ; and the Mo- 
ther, hating the Wench for her religious Care of the 

Child, 
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Child, refolv'd to turn her away. This Strife be- 
tween the Father and Mother removed the BJefling of 
the Child from them both, for a time ; and that 
which, had GOD* s Grace concurred^ would have been 
a Means to awaken and reftore them all, was made 
a Blcffing to another Family ; for the Mother was fo 
provoked at the Reproof thefe things had been to her, 
and that her Hcfband would not let her put away the 
Maid, that (he began to hate the Child as well as the 
Wench ; and the Father perceiving it, he refolved to 
fend the Child, and the Maid whh it y into the Coun- 
try. The Mother, it feems, was willing, being glad 
to be rid of them both ; fo they were fent to a Rela- 
tion's Houfe at Greenwich : The Change indeed was 
not at all for the better, as to Religion ; for the Fa- 
mily was not one Jot more religious than the other, 
only of the two, they were a little more moderate and 
better natur'd People, 

The Boy growing bigger, now began to run about, 
and play with fuch other Children as were fuitable to 
him in Years ; but was fo nice in his Company, that 
if any of the Children he was with ufed bad Words, 
he would not keep them Company, or play with them 
any more. There happened to come a Lady to vifit 
at the Houfe, who brought a little pretty Boy with 
her ; and the two Children were playing together a 
while, when on a fuddcn, this Child came away from 
the other, and would not play with him any longer, 
for any Pcrfuafions they could ufc : The Lady would 
know the Reafon ; fays the Child j He is a wicked Boy, 
lie fays bad Words : The Lady aflc'd him what Words 
ibey were ? the Boy would not anfwer ; they preiTed 
him earneftly, but he would not fpeak : After long 
perfuading, ne told them. He was afraid to fay the 
Words \ nor could they make him repeat them 5 for he 
told them, he muft never fpeak thofe Words^ hut when 
he faid his Prayers. 

Abundance of fuch Jnftanccs he gave of his early 

Scnfc 
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Scnfc of Religion, while he ftay'd at this Place ; m- 
fomuch, that he reformed two Girls in the family 
where he was^ and their Example reformed their Mo- 
ther ; but their Stories are too long for this Work: 
Even the little Boys ih^t play'd with him, were the 
better for hims and the Children would go home, and 
tell their Parents what a fobcr Boy they play'd with ; 
that if any Boy ufed wicked Words, faidOiO^Z), 
or O GODy or any naughty Word, he would beat 
them, and put them out of his Company. This brought 
the Children's Mothers from all Parts of the Town to 
fee this wonderful Child, and he became fo well known 
round the Country, that many came from other Towns 
to fee and talk with him, to fatisfy their Curiofity: 
All this while the Maid continued to *take a great deal 
of Care of him ; fhe taught him his Catechifm dili- 

fently, and the firft Principles of Religion ; and the 
linifter took a great deal of Pleafure in talking with 
him, and inftruSing him ; in fbort, he was fo inqui- 
fitive in religious Matters, fo ferious and fo agreeably 
improving, that any one that had a Sen fe of Religion 
muft needs be delighted with him : He began now to 
be a great Boy, and it was time for him to go to School ; 
fo, after about three Years tending him, honcft Margy 
was difmifled, and the Boy was taken home to his Fa- 
ther and Mother again. 

By what has been faid^ Notice may be taken bow 
fignally the Providence of GOD provided Inftru£lion, 
and Opportunity for religious Knowledge in the In- 
fancy of this Child ; fo that, though it was' brought 
forth in a Family where there were no. Advantages of 
Education to be had, yet the Child gained a Stock ^f 
Knowledge above his Years, which, added to his ori- 
ginal Inclfnation, made him an extraordix>ary Child 
every way ; and this is indeed the Reafon of my tel- 
ling this Part of the Child's Story, (vi^.) To record 
the fignal Difpofifions of that Providqnc^v >vhich, at 
in its original Decrees^ it iing^lesK)Ut Ot^^4>f Idercy 

from 
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Spom Families, where no Fear of GOD is j fo it does 
not however illucmfiate the Minds of thofe fo fingled 
out by mere ln(jpiration knd miraculous Revelation ; 
but furniflies the ordinary' Means of In(lru3ion^ let* 
ting us know that Education, and inftru£iing t)f C|iil- 
dren in the Knowledge of GOD, ancl the moft early 
Reverence of Religion, is not the Duty of Parents 
only, but 4s the ordinary Means which GOD has ap- 
pointed for the reachitfg the Hearts of thofe Children^ 
who are fo itngled out forliis own Service. But to re-'^ 
tiirn to the Story. 

The Father of this Child having now got his Son 
home, put him to learn Latin at a Grammar-School 
ifi the Neighbourhood ; and as he was acquainted much, 
among Sea-faring Men, a Captain of a Ship that cantle 
from Barbadois^ brought him home a little Negro Boy 
about 14 Years old : The Boy, it feems, tho' born in 
that Tfland, Q>oke but imperfci^ Englijh^ 'hbweyer, as 
he was of fuitable Age for fuch Work, he appointed 
him to wait upon his little Son. 

The Child, however acceptable abroad, as I have 
obferv'd, yet was fo far from winning upon his own 
Family, by his religious and fober Carriage, that his 
Mother had flighted him for fome Years ; and his Bro- 
thers and Sifters did the fame by her Example ; his 
Father only moft affefiienately Ipved him j and tho' his 
Son's religious Life had no faving Influence upon him, 
at leaft not for a great while, yet it had a great Ef- 
fect upon his Morals ; for it abated in his Father the 
Ufe of Swearing, and ill Words, merely becaufe he 
could not think of being reproved by his own Son ; in- 
deed it partly civilized the whole Family, for he would 
never fail to reprove them all, and that very roughly 
too in his Way. 

The ybung Negro being now to be his Comrade ; 
after he had had him a Day or two, truly hi turned 
htm away^ and would h^ve nothing to do with him : 
His Father coming to bear it ; / warrant you^ fays hia 

Vot. U* N Fa? 
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Father, this young black Rogue has ufed fome ugly' 
Words, cither he has fworn, 6r (afen GODV Name 
ift vairr, or fome ftrch thing, and if he has. Jack wiil 
iie*er endure birti again ; fo Jack was exafmin'^d, and he 
told his Father th« black Hoy had faid fuch dreladfal 
Words, as be never heard in his Life ; it feems hfe had 
irfed fome of the comffton Bartadoes Words, Damn hirrt^ 
or fuch like : Upi3n this, the Father told hi^ little Son; 
how the Cafe was ; that Toby^ (fo the Nip^ ztas called) 
^zt nor a ChrifHan,'and *d rrot krmv GOD, and there- 
fore did not know it was a Sin ; but that he fho^ild ht 
fouridly whipp'd for it, arfd thetrhef ^^'Ould do it nam*6re. 

His Son feem'd very well fatisfied with that Account %. 
but faid jyi, if he did not know it was a Sin, he ffrould 
not be whippM for it the firft finae ; but tbat he ftouM 
be told then whrat GOD was, and that it was a Sin to 
life fuch Wo^ds, and then if hfe did if again, he ritade 
hi^ Father^^romife that he wotrfd have him' be whipped, 
foundly : Upon thi^, and his Father pt'OinHirig, he 
took the Negro to him a^ain. 

But to fee how he ufedthis Boy! how he examined 
him ! inftruaed him ! taffc'd tb hrm^ f coofd it be alF 
fet down, it- would be verymb^'mg,; b'utit is iftrpof- 
fible : However, one of their Drfcourfes berng fonie- 
thing publick, may fce uf^ifuf for its particular Va- 
riety. 

Toby^ fays the Boy. to him, you fay you krtow no 
GOD ; where was you born ? 

Toby, Me be born at Barbadoes, 

Bey, Who lives there, Toby ? 

Toby, There live white Mans, white Womans, Nc« 
<rree Man», Negree Womans, juft fo as live here. 

Boy* "Whztznd mt knotv GOD ? 

Toby. Yes, the white Mans {^.y GOD Pray ersf no 
much know GOD. 

Boy, And what do the black Mans do ? 

Toby. They mmh Work^ much (Fork ; no fay GOD 
Prayers, not at all. 

Boy. 
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"Boy. What Work do they do, "Toby ? 

Toby. Makee the Sugar, . makec the Ginger ; much 
great Work, weary Work, all Day, all Night. 

Boy. What, do they work on Sabbath- Days too ? 

TiA/. Npi they 6ng^ they dance, they flecp the 
Sunday. 

J5^> What do the white Men do then ? 

Toby, They1"cafl, they dine, they fee Folks Houfe. 

{Go a vifiting he nMons: 

Boy. What don't they go to. Church ? 

Toby. Little few go ta Church, very little few. 

Bo^, Why, do not the black Men go to Church too ? 
. Toby. BlaciMam btS&cvainty white Alans he Msiiier. 

B^. Well, but don*t they make their Servants gato 
Church, 7V^? 

Toby. No, no 5 Negrceno muft go to Church, white 
Mans no let them go. 

Bty: Why do th«y not teach their Servants to htow 
GOD ? 

Toby. No indeed ? Negrec no muft know whke 
Mans GOZ). 

Boy, Would the Negro Mam knew GOD, if their 
wbit^ Mafters would let them ? 

Toby._ Yes, yes» 

Boy. W hy will they not let tbcmf 

Toby. When Negree Mans know GOD, he go takt;' 
the Name, and be free Mans. ^ [Be baptized. 

Boy, So they won't let them know GOD, becaufe 
they (hill not be free Mans; is th« the Reafon, Toby ? 

Toby. Yes, that the Reafon truly. 

Boy. Then they are veiy wicked Men thefe, Tofy / 
very cruel Men ! » 

Toby. Yes, very cruel, they beat the Negree Mans 
very much cruel, for go to Church. 

Boy. Beat them fair going to Church, Toby f 

Toby. Yes, indeed. 

Btf. So they keep thend from knovinng GOD, ra- - 
ther than teach tbcm^ for fear of lofing their Work. 

N' 2 Toby. 
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Toby. Yes, indeed. 

Here the Boy ftopp'd his Difcourfe, and fitting fliH, 
the Tears ran down his Face, and he wept a good whiles 
no Body taking notice of it, till the Negro Boy feeing 
k, but not underftanding the Meaning of it, runs into 
another Room, and tells fome of the Houfe, his ILt« 
tie Mafter was fick : It happened that the Gentlewo- 
man, formerly mentioned, /^r Coufin^ was in the 
Houfe, and fhe ran in to fee what ailed him ; file found 
hip crying vehemently, but not fick ; flie urg'd bkn 
to tell her what ailed him,^ but (he could not prevaiL 
After fome time l|is Father came ki, and he prefled 
him, but to no purpofe ; but bol4i faw the Child was 
in great Agon3r ; (ays the Gentlewoman, Fll engage 
this Diibrder is upon fome Difcourfe between hina 
and Tokf^ let the Boy be •examined ; fo the Father cal- 
led in Ti^/jf. 

yFa* Toby^ lY^at haveyou done to your little Govcf- 
aor here ? What have you done to my Soa ? 

Toby, 1 do.no-tiiig» J fay no«'ttng. 

Fa. What did he fay to you then ? 

Tjoby, He made Queftion to me ; alk me much 
things. 

Fa. What Queftions ? What did he affc you ? 

Toby. He a(k me .where I am born, what I dc^ 
^htt^l know GOD? 

Coujin. I told you 'twas fomethtng of that kind. 

Fa. Well, and wbat (aid you to him?- 

7oby. Me tell him where I am born, at IBarbado'es^ 
what Work Negree Mans do. 

Fa, Well, and wljatfaid you about knowing GOD.^ 
Poor Toby^ thou know'ft little of that, I fuppofe i 

Toby, No, me (ay menoinowGOD. 

Fa. Well^goon. 

Toby^ He a& me why me no know GOD. 

Fa. Well, and what did you fay to him then ? 

Toby. Me fay white Mans no let Negree Mans go to 
Cburcb at JSariadois^ no teach them i^ow GOD. 
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, Fa, That's too true ; they are rather afraid they 
ihould be Chriftians, and get their Liberty^ than that 
they (hould be Infidels, and go to the Devil: 

Couf. I dare fay that made the Child cry. 

Fa. Tell me, Jackey^ was it that made you cry ? 

Boy.^o ; but I aflc'd why I was not bom there too» 
and kept without knowing GOD as v{jll as poor Tcly f 

Fa. A(k'd ; who did you a(k ? 

Boy, I wonderM ; I afk'd myfelf ; I was amaz'd, 
and then I cry*d, 

Couf. Why then, Child, you cry 'd for Joy, and not 
for Grief J did you not think how good GOD had been 
to you, that you were not born like poor I'ohy where 
you (hould not be taught the Knowledge of GOD, and 
of your Duty, nor fuffer'd to know GOD j was it not 
that made you cry, my Dear i 

Boy\ Yes, it was. 

Fa. Truly, Child, I have more Reafon to cry, that 
have been your Father fo many Years, and never taught 
3(pu fo much as to know who made you. 

Boy. But Margy did. Father, and that's all one. 

Fa. Ay, Child, all one to you y but GOD forgive 
nie, Uis not all one to me. 

[Thi Father cotdd not bold from TearSj and 
ttsrcfcrc^ %i)int itn^* 

Couf. Margy was a good Maid td you, and taught 
you a ^reat deal 5 don't you love her for it ? and did 
not you thank her for it ? 

Boy. Yes, I love her dearly ; but I did not thank 
her for it, ihe would hot let me. 

Couf. No, how fo ? 

Boy. She faid I muft thank GOD, when I faid my 
Prayers, that I had been taught any thing, and pray to 
him to increafe my Knowledge. 

Couf And do you do fo, my Dear ? 

Boy. Yes, Ido, every Day. 

Couf. Well, and now you fee why you fhould do 

foy CKild s for if you had not been taught by that 

N 3 poor 
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poor Maid, you might have been as ignorant as thiB^ 
poor black Boy. Here the Child ftopt again, thr 
Tears running down his Cheeks : What's the Matter 
.Child, faid his Coufin, why do'ft cry again ? The 
Child fetches a deep Sigh, O fays he, what if I had 
keen a black Boy^ then Margy could have taught me no- 
thing? ' . - 

Couf, Why fo, Child ? Might not Margy have 
taught you then as well as now f 

Boy. No, fays he^ the Negro Mans do not know 
GOD. 

Couf That*s becaufe they are not taught, my Dear. 
I Here he fopt again a little^ and then ajks bis 
Coufm this ^efiion very affeSiionately and 
his Eyesfullof Tears^ 

Boy. Why, has Tohy any Soul f 

Couf A Soul, ChiW ! why doft a<k if he has a Soul ? 

Boy. And have the Negro Mans in Barbadoes any^ 
Souls ? 

Couf Yes, Child, certainly ; why do*ft afk foch a 
Queftion ? 

Effy. Becaufe the white Men there won't teach them 
to know GOD. 

Cotdf That is 'a raoft abominable thing indeed^ 
Child, that is true. 

Boy. But fhay not Toby learn' to know GOD then ? 

Couf: Would you have him taught, my Dear ? 

Boy. YcSf'Margy fliall teach him. 

Couf No, you <hall teach him yourfelf. Child. 

Boy, I can't teach him. 

Couf Yesy you can, my Dear, — better, than any in 
this Houfe. 

• [This Jhe faysfoftlyto her [elf and the Child 
. being called away ^ that Difcoidrfe ended. 

He was ftill unanfwer'd in this grand Queftion, 
Whether the black Boy Jhoul4 net he taught to know 
GOD ? Two or three times he fpokebf itin the Houfe^: 
but his Alothcr and his Sifters laughed at him, and 
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once his Mother was very angry with him j you Foal 
fou^ fays (he, you* U put it into the Boyi Head to be baptl- 
zedy and then he will run away from you. The Boy 
mufedupon that a little while j at laft^ fays he to his 
Mother^ very gravely ^ muft not Toby know GOD for 
fear he (hould run away ? then Toby muft go to Hell, 
Mother, rather than run away : The pfophanc Mo- 
ther, vex'd to be put fo hard to it ; hold your Tongue, 
you prating Fool, fays Jhe^ what^s that to you, where he 

foes ? The Boy was baulk'd a little with his Mother's 
ery way of fpeaking ; but he did not give k over yet : 
but as it was his way, toiiop a little before he fpoke, 
and then to bring out his Words very dennirely ; fo af- 
ter a little Stop, (ays he to his Mother, Nobody Jhall g9 
to Helly if I can help it. Well, well, fays &e, but it 
may be you can't help it, ^nd what then ? Why, &ys 
he, but you may help it. Mother, may be ? would you 
let poor Toby go to Hel], Mother ? 

Moth. I help it, Boy, how can I help it ? 

Boy. If he learns to knozu GODy he won*t go to Hell. 

^^f^. Who told you that ? What, was it your preach-* 
ing Maid Margy ? 

Boy. She Ihow'd it me in my Bible, Mother, here 
it is, Johrixvn, 3. And this is Lifi Eternal^ that they^ 
might know thee y the only true GODy andjefus Chriji 
whom thou haflfent, 

[He holds out the Bible to his Mother. 

Moth. Don't conie preaching to me with your Book 
in your Hand, like a Parfon 5 Fll fetch your GpWAand 
Caflbck ; and then we'll all hear you preach. 

Boy. Why, Mother, is not this Book the Word 
of GDD) wo;i*t you let me read the Word o( 
GOD? . 

Moth. That's forne of Margy' s C^nt again; {he* 
told you fo, I fuppofe. 

Boy. Yes, Mother, fo fjie did; Did not you bid her ^ 

Mother f She told me it w^s the Word of GOD, and 

*that it would teach jpe to know GOD) >md that to 

N 4 knoiu 
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know GOD and Jefus Chrift was Life Eurnal. S 
thought you bid her teach me fo, Mother. 

Moth. I bid her, you Fool f no not I> 1 afliirc yott. 
Bo^. Did not (he do well. Mother^ to teach mc the^ 
Word of GOD? 

Moth. Yes, yes, mighty well. 

^Juft at this Difcourfe the Father was coming intK 
the Room; hut hearing his Wife talking with 
tht JSfijr, he ^flopped a littb to hear their Dif 
eourft i but could bear it no longer^ and comev 
in. 
Fa. Go, Jacki thcrc*s Toiy wants you, it's time ta 
go to School. 

[The Boy goes out^ and the Father goes on witk 
his fplfe. 
Moth. Why, *tis not School-time for the- Boy i 
what makes you hurry him to School I 

Fa. If it is not his School-tfme, it is hig^ time to 
put an End to your Difcourfe with him, and therefore I 
ient him away > why, you are enough to ruin &e 
Child, I never heard any thing like you. 

Moth. Why, what's the Matter now? what, aoR- 
your Fits returned ? 

Fa. The Matter ? why tho* Tarn a vncked Creature. 
myfelf, yet fure I would not defirc to have my Chili 
be like me ; did ever any Body baulk and hrow^beat a 
poor Child lb, in his moft aflfeflionate Concern for the- 
Soul of a poor Heathen, a Savage that knows neither^ 
GOD nor Devil? 

Moth. Why, he'h cant to the Boy about Religion, 
and his wild Notions, till he get a Smattering of. 
Things ; and then hell run away to the Parfon and be. 
baptized, and fo you lofe the Boy* 

Fa. Well, and can you anfwer what the Child faid. 
to you ? Mu^ the Boy hefent to the Devil^ for^fear of' 
running away ? For my part, let him run away whea. 
he will, if he can be brought to be a true Chriftian,^!: 
fliall be glad to carry him to be baptized myfelf. 

Motk^ 
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Moih* I tell you, your religious Flafliet come fo by 
fits, you are enough to give any one a Surfeit of 'em : 
What need you care where any Body goes, you know . 
well enough where you are going ? 

Fa. I faid you were wldced enough to convert an ^ 
Atheift. 

Moth. Why, I han't converted you yet. 
Fa. I don^t know whether you have or no: To be - 
fure you zSk by the poor Child as I could not by a 
Stranger for all the World : 'You make me tremble tCK* 
hear you. 

Moth. O dear ! You t ife youhan't * 

your two Bottler in your cankards air- 

ways ihake tUl they have 1 

Fa. Whv, you hate j^yourowiV'* 

Flefli and Blood, becaufe :hings ; you. - 

make that which / beRt of GOD xn 

himj your Jeft, and woi ly out^f all 1 

Religion if you could y v ; fo unnatu^ - 

rally wicked ? 

Moih. I doa*t hate -the Boy<. but I hate your hypa- 
critical talking thus of religjous Things ; fuch as the- • 
TVork of GOD\ teaching the Boy to know GOD^ ^x\^fuch ^ 
Stuffs when 1 know youliave no more Religion your- - 
felf, than your grey Turkey-cock.": 

Fa. Well, f Willi I had oiore j and I rejoice to fee 
my poor Child embracing good things, ani would be - 
far from difcouraging him as you do. • 1 wonder how - 
you could bear it, when he told you, tiit he WDuUiavr 
no Body go to i/*Z/, if he could help it ? Why you would ' 
liave your own Child go to EtcU. . Was evcr.any thing . 
fa horrid r 

Moth. What 4loes the young Pfieft Come prcachirtg ; i 

to me for ? j 

Fa. 1 wonder you cJid.not fiiik down under* the Re- - I 

pLfoachof it, when he held out the Bible. Xoyou^ and c j 

told youit-was the Word of GOD^ 1 
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Moth I fink down ! what do you mean by that ? 
Fa, Why to think that you Ihould be an open De- 
fpifer of CjOD's Word, and that to your own Child. 

Moth, PriUiee, go and reform yourfelf, I tell you, 
before you fet up to preach to me. 

Z"^. Well, and fo I will, if GOD plcafeto give me 
Grace to do it ; for fure this is a dreadful Life that we live,, 
fuch a Family was never in the World, I think verily. 
. Every Difcourfe between thefe two ended in fucK 
Boils as thefe : he was always left touched with >a 
Senfe of good things, and Conviftions of his own 
wicked Life ; (he always was hard, infolent in her 
Wickednefs, and defpifing good things to fuch a De- 
gree, that, itis.faid, (he hated the poor honeft Wench 
mortally, for inftrufting her Child j and could not en- 
dure the Child itfelf, becaufe of the little innocent Re- 
proofs he always gave her, and others about her ; and 
now the Boy began to grow up, and be atlle to argue 
and talk of good things; it ftt her perfeflly raging 
againft him. 

However, partly by the wonderful EfFeft of GOD's 
Grace in the Child, and partly by the horrid Difcourfe 
of his Wife,' the Father was brought to a full Stop in- 
his bad Cburfes from that Day 5 and firft, being under 
ftrong Conyi6i:k)ns pn the looking ferioufly into him- 
felf, h'eieffeclually reformed his Life, andfrom a com- 
mon Swearer and Drunkard, became a grave, fober, 
alterM Man, as to that Part I meanr \ next, he left off 
his Company : he drank neither Wine or ftrong Drink, 
or at leaft fo little, as not to be in danger of Intempe- 
rance; and as to Swearing, hisConverfation was fo fe- 
rious, that not an ill Word was heard to come out of his 
Mouth : on thecontraryy he was referv'd, ferious, re- ^ 
tir'd, and grew a little melancholy ; his Wife, aftet 
her ufual Nlanner, banter'd it, and treated him with all 
poflible Scorn and Contempt, efpecially at firft j (he 
told him it would footi be over with bim^ and the next 

timet 
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iJmc.ftich aCaptsfia came, it would'Be all at an end, 
naming a GenUeipo^ uho us*d the Houfe^ and. who drank 
ifat;d: However, her Hiiftand convinced her that (he 
wa3 in the wrqng ; for thatGentleman came, and three 
or four more with him, and all hard Drinkers, likf 
•htmfelf ; .and her Hulband, who was obliged to be with 
them and entertaio thQrn, did fo; he gave them what 
Wine they would have, made them a great Bowl of 
Punch, and they were merry after their old wont ; biit 
:as to himfclf, he told them in fo4>iany Words, that he 
had relbJved he wpuld not drink as he had done, and 
they mttft excufe hkn ; fo he fat with them, drank no^ 
and then a.Glafs, 'but no Perfuafion could prevail witjv 
him, though they ,ufed both fmooth Words, and fou^ 
Words, to.drinias be ufed to do. 

When his Wife was told this, fhe ftill made a mock 
.^f it, fold him, that ifJuch a wonderful Alteration 
■was come to him, he would die very quickly ) adding y, 
if you go on. 111, certainly go and befpeak a Coffiri^ 
'.for you, WoiUfays h£^ I have the more need to re- 
form, if my End be fo near j but be it near or far oflv 
if it pttaf^ GoD^ to a&ft me, I'll keep where I am>. 
stnd 1*11 never drink any more, other wiie than I did 
laft'Ni^t. ' 

Wife. Yqu'JI never drink! you had aSjgood fay, 
ybu'lf never ikcp i ypu can no more forbear pne than 
the other. ' 

Hujb, ril try however ; why can I not forbear ? 

Wjfe^ Nature will call for it ; your Body is yfed to 
it; your Conftittttion requires it, you muft drink or 
^ie ; 4o youf think fuch a fudden Alteration in your 
Way ofxiving can be fuffered? Aft any Phyfician v 
they will tell you 'tis dangerous to alter any Habit ha- 
flily, tho' it be badi'if you will do it, it, muft be by 
degrees,, not all -at once, like a Madman. 

Hufb. You augue the Devil's Caufe,. as if you were 
^X CowQ\\]for the Pefendant ; 1 own all you fay, in 
your way of fpeaking ^ ]^vA w ow HttJe Jaciey feid, of 
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hlack^ Toby^ muft the Boy be fcnt to Hell for fear of hi»^ 
running away I Muft I ruin my Soul for fear of mji 
Health ! Nos m, thia is my neceflary Sin, but it It 
more neceflary to repent of it: FU do my Duty, and 
truftGODwithmylfcalth. 

^/e. Well, in this Fitof ReHgion yoi* wiU do any 
thine ; but I tell you your Inclination to feiquor, your 
Guft to the eiaretis too ftrong; they will prevail over 
all thcfe pious things, I warrant you* 

Httj/t, The flrongcr they are, the more Nec«ffity of 
mortifying them, and getting the abfoluie Maftery over 
my Appetite : Pll fet an Examploto tbofe that cxy tbsy 
Mift forbear it ^ and let all Drunkards know by me, 
that tbe;^ are Sots becauTe they will kefo % . that 'tis aa 
eafier thgig than fome imagine to- avoid Drink, if they 
plcafe to fet heartiKy about it. 

ffyi. Wiell then, fcr your Company ; fee how you 
will manage, nc>ct time Admiral — dines here j and 
when tire PomiriifBoners adjourn hither; I am fuwi- 
they never were here, but you were carried drunk to- 
Bed, as dead as a€orpfe. 

Hu/B. That's a fad TTrutb; butyou fliall fee Mt 
ftand it out againft them alt.. 
f^ff- Why then you are an undoneMan, and your Fa- 
mily is ruined and undonetooj foryou will difoblige theni/ 
all, and lofeyour Bufmefs ^you are a gemg to make a fine^ 
Piece of Work on't, with your Reformation, an't you ?: 

J^JB. If nt)' Change were a Jeft, as youfuppofe it 
to be, what you fay would be of fome Moment j but it: 
w no Jeft : I tell you it muft be done^ or Lam undone ;. ' 
and if there be no Middie in this dreadful Choice, whe- 
ther I muflf ruin my Btifinds, or my Soul, L hope I (hall 
J^ow which to chtife. 

Jf^i/e. Nay, 1 don^t care which you rttin^ not- IV I^ 
ihall fhift as well as the reft of them ; you may e'en^go 
your own w^, and fee where it will end. 

//«/?. I know where it will end, if 1 don^t*! andvl'lt 
tcuft GOIXwth a» th<^^cftw 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^e Family JnJtruSfor.. jpi' 

. TJie Hufband bad now brought his Reformation to a 
tiefled and comfortable Length ? and as to the Gentle- 
wen, which fbe told him would be difobliged, the; 
ufcd him very kindly : When they faw he was refolute 
in it, they left off importuning him to drink; and- 
knowing that he did it; w^ Principles of Religion and 
Reformation^ they refpe£kd him the more for it ; and 
rather abated in drinking themfelves,, by his Example, 
than prompted him to drink beyond \m Inclination \ (S- 
that *hc found his Work very eafy> after he had once : 
kx, refblutely about lU 

But the. Alteration of his Way of living had a Jittl# 
of the othet Effeft, which bis Wife fpoke of, upOn* 
him J for, firfl^ he was haunted with a vehement . 
Defu-e to drinK ; he had an irrefiftable Guft in his Ap- 
petite, prcffing him, like Hunger, to ftfong Liquor of 
, every kind; and thb he had a great deal of Difficulty * 
to ftruggle with : It pleafed GOD however, to fortify 
his Rcfolutioa in this Cafe, by the foIlowingAccident : 
He was very penfive and noelancholy one Day, upoa 
that violent Motion (as above) to drink ; he felt hts ' 
. Appetite craving and eager, and his Stomach out of 
order: He had taken a Glafs of Wine or two, and 
found himfelf better after it \^ but i>x want of Quan^ 
titv, the Defire return'd^ and he was fcarce able ta 
rend it : He confidered, if he compry'd,, he was un- 
done, and (hould run again to all his former Excefles ; 
and if he did not grati^ his Stomachy he was intole* 
rably fick ; and what to do he knew not ; In this Inter- 
val his little Son came into the Room, from School,,, 
with a Book in bis Hand ; he calfe to him, and afks 
what Book he had in his Hand :. Th^Boy fkid, it was 
the Bible. Come hither then, %s he, and read a 
Chapter tome, The Boy aflcs him where he (hould, 
lead ? Any wli^re, fays his Father, wh^ re GOD fliall 
direft. The Boy fits down, and providentially pitchy 
upon theviiitb Chapter of i\it Romans y and ceads it to 
his Fatter ; when he came to the 1 3th Verfe, his Fathjcr 
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bid him raed that Verfe again, which he did. If yrTiyt 
after the Flejh^ yeJhaUdie\ but, if ye^ through the Sfi^ 
riti 4^ mortify the Deeds of the Body^ yejhall live. He 
bid him flop there, and read no more ; tny Work is 
plain, fays he, I muft mortify thefe Deeds of the Body^ 
a I expeft to live. 

With thefe Refolutions he gainM fome Ground of 
his Appetite \ but it threw him into an aguifh Indifpo- 
fition, and he gfew much out of order : However, he 
refolv.^d it into this, that Life or Death was before hinrn 
and that not only Death, in the ordinary Cowftru<Jl!on 
of that Word, but eternal Death, Soul and Body j 
and he refolved to keep his Groun<l, whatever was the 
Confequence; and to aflift his Health, he removed ia- 
to the Country. 

He took Lodgings in a remote Village out of the 
Way of Company, and carried no Liquors wHh hini, 
as he was always ufed to do \ and as for his Society, 
.he took his little Son, and theNegro Boy ^oby^ will* 
him, and noBodyelfe. 

Here the little Boy was always bufy with^Ti^y, talk- 
ring to him continually upon Points of Natural "^eK- 
gion, telling him be had a Soul, that there was a'GOD, 
Heaven, and Hell; but could not make the Boy re- 
ceive an^y Notion of thefe Things for bfs Life ; Ko ta- 
king his Father one Morning, when he found him in a 
good Humour to talk, he began with the fame Queftion^ 
that he had .formerly afk'd his Coufin. " 

Boy. Dear Father, fays he, has our l^ohy a Soul >- 

Fa. Yes Child, a Soul f what makes. thee afk that 
' fimple Queflion ? 

Boy. Why, has all the* black. Fdks got* Souls too I 

Fa. Yes, certainly, they and we came all of one 
'Race,^W Jdamvfzs the common Father of all living,, 
and your Bible fays, when GOD breathied into him the 
Breath of Life, Man became a living SouL 

Boy. But how came they to be black, Father ? was A-^ 
/4&7m aBlack-amooB. 
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Fa, Some fay it was the EfFecSl of the Curfe upon 
Charriy the fecond Son of Noahy biit we have natural 
Reafons for it, Child, fuch as the violent Heat of the 
Climate in Jfrica^ and the Length of Time the Race 
have dwelt there ; alfo their Way of living, and theif 
Diet ; fo that if a white Man 'and Woman was to go 
thither, and live by themfelves, without mingling with 
the reft of the Natives, yet in time their Pofterity 
woufci be as black as the reft. ♦ 

Boy. And are their Souls black too, Father ? 
Fa. Truly, Child, their Souls are dark, they are* 
darken'd through Ignorance of the true GOD, and for 
want of the faving Light of the Gofpd j but- elfe the 
Soul cannot be faid to be of a rjy Colour. 

Boy, How do we know they have Souls, Fathec ? 
Fa. Becaufe they exercife all the Faculties of the^ 
' Soul, Child, as we do ; it appears that they have Un* 
derftanding, Paffions, the Power of Reafoning; know- 
ing things abfent and future^ and can aft and operate 
upon immaterial Objefls. 

^oy. I don*t underftand all that. Father; can they- 
know GOD ? Can they repent of their Sins ? And c^n. 
they go to Heaven ? 

Fa. Yes, yes, they are capable of all we are cap$^ 
ble of, both here and hereafter. 

Boy. And will they go to Hell too, Father, as we 
muft, if they are wicked ? 

Fa. Yes, my Dear, if they either do not know 
GOD, or do not obey GOD, they will go ito Hell as 
as well as other wickecl People. 

Boy. And muft Toby go to Hell> Father, if he dots 
not know GOD ? 

Fk?. Yes, Child, why not Toby as well as others ? 
The IVukedJhall be turned into helly and all the Nations 
that forget GOD^ or know not GOD. ^ 

Boy. But then may we not keep poor Toby from go- 
ing to Hell, leather, if he is taught to know GOD ? 

Fa. You may be the Means ^r Inftrument in GOD's. 
Handtofavebim^ Cbild«. Boy^^ 
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Bof. Why TiJjfTays he can't learn j he toW mt jdF 
now,^/ rtf» no know GOD. 

Fa. Yes, yes, if be v^as taught he wou'd learn that 
as well as othei^Thing^ cho*^ be is a Negro ; they arc 
as capable as amr of us. 

Boy. But will GOD let them be taught. Father i 
for Margy told me, that GOD denies the Knowledge 
of himfelf to (bme ; and that GOD muft teach us him* 
felf, or we cannot know him. 

Fa. How did (he prove that Child ? * 

Boy. She (hcw'd it me in my Bible, that Chrift came 
to give thi Knowledge of Salvation^ Luke i. 77. aad 
that in him are bid all the Treafures of Wijdotn and 
Knowledge. 

Fa. Well, Child \ but that does not prove that he 
denies the Knowledge of bimfelf to any \ and there* 
fore 'tis our Duty to give Inftrudion to every one; 
how (hould you have koown GOD \i Margji had not 
taught jrou ? 

Boy. My Mother would have got fbmebody elfc to - 
do it. Father. 

Fit^ Well, but Margy or fomebody clfe, Child ; jl 
70U had not been taught, you had been as ignorant as 
poor iohy is. 

{^He was loth to tell the poor Child^ that neitbsr 
bis Father or Mother toak any Care about it ; 
and that neither cf them knew or concemld . 
themf elves about the Knowledge of GOD ^^ anf* 
more than the poor black Boy Toliy did. 

Boy. Would not GOD have taught me hiinfelf. Fa- 
ther f, 

Fa\ He always makes ufe of Means, Child, aud 
then teaches himfelf- alfo; and fo it muft"be with this 

K or Boy, when he is taught; if GOD does not bids 
ftru6lion to him, it will be all to no Purpofc. 
The Boy laid up thefe Things in his Heart, and 
rcfolv'd he would talk with Tc^;' again, about it ; and 
while, he was ftudying^ what to do fox tlie poor black .: 

Bc^,.. 
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Boj) it came into his Head, that it may \^Tohy could, 
not read> and he would teach him to read ; for then be 
might read the Bible, . and that being G D's W<nrd^ 
GOD would teach him afterward himfelf : While he 
was thinking of this, T!?^^ comes to him, and tells hiim> 
he wants to fpeak to him. 

Tohy. Me much want fpeak to you* 

Boy. Wliat's the Matter,. Tohy f 

Toh. 'The white Mans here, and white Womans^ 
and wnite Boys; and white Maids, all goto the Church 
Yeflerday, no Body no bid mc go to the<^hurch j whjr 
no bid me go to che Church ? 

Boy. Why, would you go to Church,, TVi^, if tbef 
bad bid you r 

Tohy. What they go for to Church I 

Boy. To ferve GOD, T<flfy. 

Toby. Why, me no ferve GOD too?* me go- f<h:y« 
GOD too. 

Boy. No Body will ^hinder you, Toby^ you fliall ga 
ak>ng with my Father; but you do not know what 
fcrving. GOD means J. did^ not you tell me you cannot ^ 
know GOD? How fliall you ferve GOD, if you don't 
know him ? 

Tohy. They fay much good thing at the Chui:cb^t 
that teach me know GOD. 

Boy. No, that won't teach yo«# 

T^y, You teache me then. 

Boy, lam but a little Boy, 5Ffe3y, I cannot teach you^ 

Toby. Yes, yoo teache me well ;, GOD make you 
teache me* 

Boy. Do you know that GOD made you, Tobyf 
Did no-body tell you. in Barbadges who made you ? 

Toby. Yes, GOD make mc ; GOD^make me black 
Boy, GOD make you white Boy j GOD make ev'rjr 
Boy, everything. 

Boy. As GOD has made us, Toby^ he can kill tis y. 
4o you know that too ? 

T9by,. Yes, hccankiil us,, can kill anjjT thing ag^iii. 
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Boy. Then we muft not make GOJD angry. 
l^oby. No, we muft do every thing GOD bid Us 
do; do nothing that GOD no bid U5 do. 

Boy, We muft fear GOD, and keep his Command* 
ments. 

Toby* Keep his Commandments f what that? 
Boy, I will teach you the Commandments, Tohy \ 
cannot you read ? 

[^Hefayi over the Ten Commandments to him. 
Toby. No, me no read, me no read, that be fad 
^ing, [Toby Jhakes his Head^ and. Tears Jb^ in 

his Eyes. 
Boy, Shall I teach you to read, Toby ? 
.Toby. Yes, yes, teache me read ; pray teache me. 

\^Now the poor Boy cries for Joy that hefiall 
read. 
Boy, You muft learn to fay your Prayers too> Toby. 
Toby, Prayers f fay Prayers I How that ? 
'*(?/. Pray to GOD. 
Toby. Where is he ? . 
Boy, Up there in Heaveq. 

Toby. How GOD hear up thcw ? l«o fpcak much . 
loud. 

Bey. GOD is there, ami is iierc> mi bears «U wt 
fay. 

Toby. GOD here! me no fee Wm? 
Boy. But he fee us, Toby ; and hears all wc fey, 
knows all we think, fees all (We do ; when we fay our 
Prayers, we are fure he hears what we fay. 

Toby. That very much ftrange i what GOD be here ? 
me no fee him ! 

Boy. Heis every where. 

Toby. Did be make every whefe, as waU as every 
•thing? 

Boy. Yes, Toby^ he made all things. 
Toby. Well then^ if he make, every where, he fee^ 
he hear every where j then he h^arme .whgn I jfpeaki 
what muft I fyy I 

Soy. 
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^oy^ ni (hew you, l^dby, 

\^ Hi fays over the Lord's Prayer to hiriK 
Toby. Muft I Uy fo ? 
Boy, O yes, and you muft kneel down. 
Tohy. Muft I fay nothing elfe ? 
Boy, Yes, you muft pray for whatever you want. 
Toby, May 1 fay, Our Father ! nmkeme know GOD ? 
Me want to much know GOD, 
Boy, Yes, you may to be fure. 
Toby. And me kneel down too ? 

Boy. Yes ■ 

[The poor C hi td falls doivn on his Knees ^ with' 
the Tears running down his Face ^ €md with 
his Voice raised as loud as ever he could fpeaky 
as if he thought to he heard up to Heaven ,, and. 
cry^dy O our Father, make me know GOD, 
me poor black Boy : And when heiiad done^ 
he crfdy land beat his Face and Head witB 
his Handle like -a little dijira£fed Creature^ 
The poor Child^ his little Teacher^ was frighted j 
andfo affeSfed with it toOy that he cryd asfajl 
as Toby ; hut after a little wbikf the Boy 
' fpoke to him. 
Boy. But what do you cry and Urike yowfelf for 
Toby? 

Toby. Me much, afraid. 
, Boy, What are you afraid of ? 

Toby, Me much afraid GOD no bear me, poor ^ black 
Boy. 

Boy, Yes,' he will hear you, Toby;, for he has bid 
you pray. 

Toby. When he Wd me ? You bid me ; GQD tia 
bid me ; when he bid me ? 

Boy. We have a Book, which is GOD's Bookj alt 
that is fard in that Book, GOD fays. 

Toby. Where that Book! Whatl GOD fpeak ia 
the Book ? 

Boy. Yes, it ia the Word of GOt). 

Tobj^. 
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Toby. Me tell you, GOD no bear me, me can^^iio«' 
read his Book, h^no fpeak to me i How GOD fpeak 
to me ? me can no read. 

[Hp crm and beats himfelf again^ 

Boy. You (hall learn to read \ and tii( you can read,. 
I wUl read it to you, Tobyt. 

Toiy. Read me that, what you faid,, that GOD bid 
me pray, me poor black Boy. 

Boy. Hearken then, 7oby^ Jer. xvi. 19. The Gentiler 
Jhall eome unto me fi^om the Ends of the Earth. You 
black Mans are Gentiles^ and you canie from the Ends^ 
of the.Earth* 2 Pet. iii. o. The Lordis not Jlack^ lic^ 
nor willing that any fiiould perifli ; but that ALL 
fliould-^come to RepentaiKe; Mat. xi.28. Come all 
ye thatilabour and are hearvy ladeny and I tuillghe you 
refi. We are all bid to come, and you poor black 
£oy, zah well as me white Boy, all may come ; and 
wc arc bid here. Mat. vi. 5. Proi to your Father which 
is in fecnety and thy Father which feeth in fecret JhalL 
reward tbee openly. 

Toby. All this GOD fay 1 all fay to me ! no fure^. 
no to me black Boy J [The poor Boy cries again. 

Boy Don't cry, Toby^ 

Toby. Why, no cry ; me muft cry, GOD bid mc 
Wj GOD near mcy^pocr bhck Bay! that make jne 
cFy much; why, God hear me? me very much wicked 

[The foor Boy's Uuched tuiththe Goodnefs of GOD% 
in bearing him^ and bidding him come. 
Boy. You muft repent of your Wiclcednefs, Toby%. 
andyou fee GOD will forgive and forget. 
Toby. Repent } what is repent ? 
Boy. You muft be forry foryour wicked doing, and 
0r;^to GOD to forgive you, • 

Toby. And will GOD forgive wicked Boys? 
Boy. Yes,, if you<are forry for your Wickcdnefi. 
Toby. Me very forry i me never do wicked again,. 
»«. very fad (brry^ 

Tha 
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"The Work of GOD upon the Heart of this poor 
"Savage was ftrong, and its Progreffion wonderful ; bis 
Repentance feemed to be founded in the Senfe oT 
GOD's Mercy, the beft Motive to the heft Repent^ 
ance j and of all that he underftood of GOD's Mercjr^ 
this afFe<9:ed him moft^ that he would hear and forgive 
Tuch a poor black wicked 'creature, fuch a defpicable 
loft Wretch as he. This brought Tears in his Eyes, 
melted his heart; and though be was as ignorant at 
meer Nature can be fuppos'd to be, yet his Convidion 
led him the right Way, to ^the right End of Convic- 
tions ff//2.) to Admiration and Aftonifhment at the 
Goodnefs of GOD, and dien to Contrition and true 
Repentance for his Sin* 

But his poor pious Teacher was as full as his Heart 
could hold with it; he was affeded to an Extreme 
not to be exprefTed, but was at a fad Lofs how to di« 
red him any farther : He wept and cry'd over poor 
Ti^ every Day; but he was too young j he did not 
know what to fay to him; and the poor Negro afk'd 
him a thoufand Queftions every Day, that be knew 
not how to anfwer. GOD hath been pleas'd to touch 
fiiis poor Creature's Heart, and make him a iincere 
Convert, and this poor Child was all the Inftrudor he 
bad : They were always together indeed, and T^ohy 
made the Child fay his Prayers over to him ; and he 
learnt Tohy the Lord's Prayer, and the two Prayers 
which Alarp taught him; and ftill the black Boy, 
who was older than he was fo inquifitive into things, 
that the white Boy could not anfwer him.; for, poor 
Child, he had had no Inftrudor himielf, but honeft 
Maid Margj^ except the Minifter at Greenwich^ and 
he was not acquainted long with him, fo that he was 
at a great Lofs. 

vBut Providence which never leaves fuch Work as 
this unfinifhed, foon affifted them both ; for his Father 
not liking the Accomtnodations they had there, took 
a-new Lading ; and it happea'd that they found in the 

Houfc 
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Houfe a Lodger, an ancient good Lady, as eminent 
for her great Knowledge in Religion, as her cxa<a re- 
ligious and holy Life and Converiation. 

It was iAipomble that fuch a Bpy as this could be 
long in the Houfe, and not be difcovcrM to tfeis good 
Woman ; fhe obfcrved very often that 7oby and his 
Tittle Mafter were with their Heads clofe together, both 
. of them looking over one and the fan^ Book : Sp (he 
begins with him one Day thus. 

Lady. Well, young.Gcptfcman, 1 fee you and your 
black Foot-boy are mighty bookifh j I hope 'tis a good 
Book you are reading k) diligently* 

J?^. Yes, Madam> it is the Bible, 

Lady, I am glad to hear that \ why does he love t^ 
Tcad the Bible ? 

Boy. Yes, he loves it, but can't'read ; I am (bow- 
ing him to read ; he would fain learn. 

Lady. That*s very well indeed, my Dear ; that's a 
good Work ^ GOu will bicfs you for it \ teach brm 
the Bible, it will make you both wife to Salvation ;. 
and then turning to the Negro Boy, Well, T^ohy^ fay> 
(he, (I think they call ye) can you fead? 

Toby. He tcachee me, heroakce me read and makee 
me know. 

Lody. That's well 5 if he makes you read and know 
too, he wilt be a good Teacher indeed. 

Toby^ He very much teachce me > he very good 
teach. 

Boy. I can't teach him, I know but little myfelf. . 
Lady. My Dear, you may know enough to teach, 
him perhaps -, perhaps he never knew any thing of 
GOD or Keligion in his Life. 

Toby. No, me know no-ting; me no know Bible 
Book ; me poor much wicked Boy, 

Lady. Come hither, my Child,^tell mc what ynu 
taught him. Have you told him any thing of GOD ? 
noy. Yes, Madam, as well as I could. 

iUirt 
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[Here the Child telh her how Toby inquired 

Things of him^ and that he could not anfwer 

him \ that he told him hoixi he mufi pray^ and 

hout he didpray^ ail as itisfet down ahiroe. 

Lady* GOD's Bleffing be upon thee, my Dear, for 

thy fincerc Love to this poor Creature's Soul ; why, 

thoif haft afted the Parent to him, befsire thou art able 

to fen^^ what the Duty of a Parient means. 

\^he is wonder ftdly affeSted with the Account fhi' 
little^ Boy gave her ; and as Jhe is talking^ thi*' 
Bpfs Father comes in^ ond they begin t» tatt^^ 
hutfifjiy feeing her talking to his little Boy, he 
was glad of it J and offered to retire. 
Pit. I aft yottf Pardon^, Madim, I won*C irrtcrftfpt 
you ; I Would hav6 my San be always in fuch Com- 
pany. 

Ladjf, Your Stra i^ fit for better Company than mine, 
I affufd you. 

Fa. Poor Child he wants the Help of Inffruftiom 
Lady, Don't fay foy Sir; thcf P/ins yotihavet^ken. 
in his Inftfudion is feen iri his Iittprovement ; why htf 
is lit to teach otbefs, not wanting to be taught. 

Fa. Poor Child, he teach* others ! it mafy be he may 
ttach To6y thetef to read, I foppofe that's all. 

[ff^hile iheFaiher <ind the Lady are talking ihut^^ 
the Boys go away. 
Lady. He has taui^hthim more than to read, I aflure, 
you. 

Fa. Madam, no^ the Boy is gone,, t may be free 
to fay to you, what I was not able to mention before : 
This poor Child has had the Dlfaffer to be brought' 
forth, in a Family, where no Fear, or Knowledge of 
GOD has been taught of entertained; he has had a 
Father and Mother who have been given up to com- 
mit Inicjuity with Greedinefs ; we have neither known 
GOD ourfdves, or taught our Children to know 
him ; we have been at^ftdon'd to all mannefof Wick- 
cdnefs, and our Childfen too, by our wicked Example : 

In 
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fo fliort, Madani^ the Fear of GOD has notl>een it 
ourHoufe; our Children areruin'd by us^ who (houU 
have been their Inftnidors. 

Lady. Sir ! what are you faying ! is not this your 
own Son thea? 

Fa. Yes, yes. Madam, he is my Son, Umy Sbami 
end Reproach I Jj^ak it ; he never had one Word of 
GOD or of any thing that is good faid to him, by me 
or hi& Mother in his Life, except whatlhavefaid to him 
flnce he came hither, 

JLady. He has been taught by fome Body elfe then» 
for he is the knowingeft little Creature that e? er I met 
with. 

/*<?. He is taught from GOD, Madam; 'tis all other 
IkXeans, and other Perfons, none of it from us, or 
any of us ; for 

[Here he tells her ingenuoi^y the Hi/hry 9f his 
evm Lifef and his Family ; and alfo of his lit* 
tk Boy and his MoidMzrgy. 

Lady. Whv, Sir, by what I fee, if this iad Story 
be ^he true Account of your FamUy, this Child has 
been jrour Inftrudlor, rather than youhis« 

Fa. Indeed, that is very true. 

Lady. Well, you have the more reafon to think 'tis 
the Work of GOD for your Good ; for fore he is a 
wonderful Child. 

Fa, I han't told you» Madam, a hundredth Part of 
what has been obferved in this Child, even when he 
was very little : However, if it be agreeable to you. 
Madam, I will tell you fome Paflages which I have 
&en, or heard about him in the Family. 

La(fy. With all my Heart 5 I love to obferve the 
early Touches of GOD*s Grace in the Hearts of Chil- 
dren ; but pray, before you begin, what is become of 
that honeft Maid, that Margy^ as you call her ? 

Fa. Indeed, I do not well know where (he lives ; 
but (he is marry'd to a Captain of a Ship, who lov'd 
her for her U&ge of this ChiW, and ihe lives very 
handfomely. [Note^ 
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[Note, jft about four Years end^ the Captain inen* 

iioned before returned from a long trading 

Voyage in the Eaft-Indies, and very rich ; and 

the fir Jt thing he did^ he enquired out Margy, 

and examined her and the Gentlewoman^ the 

Coujin {fpoken of above) about zuhat Jhe hdd 

done with the Child^ and how fhe had dif^ 

chared herfelf of the Work he hired her for : 

And having a faithful Account of her extraor-* 

dinary Conduct ^ and how Jhe had brought the 

Child up^ he married hery as he faid, that /he 

might bring up his own as well ; for he had 

four fmall Children^ his Wife dying while he 

was Abroad \ and Margy made as religious a 

Wife ^as Jhe had done a Servant^ and lived like 

a Lady^ as zvejhall hear by and by^ 

Lady. I am glad to hear it, fhe deferved it very welf, 

and I (hould not wonder that a BleiTmg from GOD 

attended fuch a Servant ; for Godlinef* has the Pro- 

mifeof this Life, and of that which is to come. 

Fa. I owe her many a good Wifh now ; bu^t I was 
but little fenfible of my Obligation to her then. 

Lady, It feems you were more fenfible than the reft 
of your Family, bccaufe you would not fufFer that 
Faithful Servant to be remov'd from him. 

Fa. Why, that is true ; but that amounted to no 
more than this, that I was willing the Boy ftiould have 
a little common Teaching, fuch as to read, to fay his 
Prayers, and anfwer Queftiops j byt I few nothing of 
the Work of GOD in the Heart of the Child 5 how 
fhould I, Madam ? 

Lady, Nay, Sir, how Ihould you not ? was it poffi- 
ble thofe things could be from any Original, but the 
Power of invihble Grace ? 

Fa. And how fliould I fee any thing of that, who 

entertained no Notions. of fuch Thmgs 5 but was given 

up to all manner of Wickednefs, I and all my Family ? 

Lady, You arc anfwcr'd by yourfelf j you found 

Vol. II. O , the 
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the Light of GOD's Grace fhone {o bright in the 
Child, that it reach'd imo your very Soiil at iaft, in' 
ipite of all your X)bftinacy and Ignorance. 
Fa. It did foi I fawltatlaft clearly. 
Lady. And it. will ever do fo ; 'tis a Light from Hca- 
y ven which cannot be withftoo^, and this made me fay, 
,HowJbouldyou not jet it? 

Fa. Madam) we withilood. all manner of Light; 
and tho'I have by the .Angular Gocdneis of GOD 
•^becn convinced, and havjc, 1 hope, felt .the Impreffioq, 
. yet all my Family are loft and gone ; nothii|g can reach 
' them, at leaft nothing does \ jny Wife, and all my 
^grown-up Children arc paft all Kecovery, and this 
V wounds my very Soul; for I have led Aem by the Hand 
into it all ; 1 have given them a moft horrible Example 
of all Irreligion, Drunkennefs, and Prophanenefsy smd 
jwhat is all my Repentance now to- them \ 
■ Lady. It is at leaft a good Example. 
^Fa. Alas^ Madam ! /tis too late now; v they learnt 
to fin by myJExample: but they won't learn to repent 
by my Example, that muft copie another way. 

La'^iy. It is true j 'tis a fad .thing for Parents to lead 
their Children into Wickednefs, at the very time 
when they fhould lay Foundations of Piety and Virtue 
in their Minds ; but tho' this is one of the great things 
. no doubt you now repent of, yet you may have the Com- 
fort ftill,. to fee the Graceof GOD recover them, and 
it is not too late for you to ufefome Means for their 
vKeformation. 

^Fa. Alas, Madan^ I cando nothing now but pray 
for them, and mourn ; and, as I may fay, break my 
Heart for them, and that I do, I am fure. 

Lady. Yes, you.may take occafion to let them fee 
the Miftakes you have committed ; the Afilidbn it is 
* now to you ; and exhort them to Amendment, and to 
. a Change of Life. 

Fa. O! 'tis too late now. Madam! diey will but 
> make a.mook of i;, and gf xne toOt 

Ladif. 
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Ladp But you mirfl then ufc your Authority for the 
Reformation of your Family ; it is what you ought to 
do, and what they muft fubmit to* 

Fa^ Madam, I know this is my Duty ; but I am 
circumftanc'd fomething like'£9/, a Preacher of 
Righteoufnefs in the midft of Sodom : My Family are 
out of the Reach of Inftrudlion^ and paft the Awe of 
Government ; in particular, their Mother is a dreadful 
Example of one given over to a reprobate Mind : None 
was ever treated with fo much Contempt as I have been, 
on account of the little Reformation I have begun to 
myfelfc 

{^Here he relate s t$ her the Story of the Child 
and his Mother ^ as related before. 

Lady. That is their Sin, Sir 5 but you are not there* 
by difcharg'd from your Duty. 

Fa. It is true, I am not ; but when I fpeak to them, 
as the bleffed Apo(tIe did to Felix the Governor, of 
Righteoufnefs^ Temperance^ and Judgment to come ;- they 
^re fo {at iTom tremblingy as thatinore religious Hea- 
then did, that they look on me as the Difciples -did 
on Mary Magdalen, when ibe told them the Story of 
her Vilion at the Sepulchre ; -they think me diftrafted^ 
and my fFords feem to them as idk Tales. I have told 
you a little of them. Madam, you may judge of the 
reft. . 

Lady. It is a fad Cafe indeed! but you muft not give 
over to perfu»ie your Wife, and pray for her, and 
your Children too, as much as you can* 

Fa. You fee,,Madam, how low I am reduced by my 
own Illnefs, and the Affli<9ion of the fad Circumftan* 
ces of my Family ; all together has brought me fo low, 
that I do not exped to recover it ; and now ic grieves 
me again to think what Condition I (hall leave this 
poor Child in, to be brought up among fuch a Crew: 
Indeed 1 came hither chiefly to bring him out from 
them, tho' I made the Recovery of my Health pafe for 
the Rcafon of it. 

O 2 Lad^. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



-2x6 Tb^ Family InJlruSior. 

Lady. I hope you may recover. Sir, yet; but if you 
Ihould not, fure you wouM take (bme Concern upon 
you for your younger Children at leaft. 

Fa. 1 refolv'd, if GOD fpare my Life, to make a 
new Family of them ; but I forefee the (ad Confe^ 
quences from it. 

Lady. What Confequences ? What can you forefee ? 
What can be worfe than nee1e<Sine it? 

Fa. Why, I forefee my Wife will break up the whole 
Houfe ; my Son will infult me, and my eldeft Daugh- 
ters will fide entirely with their Mother. 

Ladj. But nothing can excufe your not doing what 
you know is your Duty \ befides, GOD may touch 
their Hearts ; at leaft leave it all to him. 

Fa, I refolve indeed to do fo, if I live; but I (ee no 
ratipnal Profpe£l of it, and therefore my Care is for 
this poor Child. 

Lady. What arc you afraid of about him ? 
Fa. Left he (hould be ruin'd by ill Example, and 
Want of Inftruflion. 

Lady. I am perfuaded you need not be afraid of 
him i GOD, that fingled him out in fuch a Family 
from his Infancy, and that gave him a Spirit and Cou* 
rage to withftand, and reprove the Propbanenefs even 
of his own Mother, will fecure him from any Temp- 
tation ; he will be rather a Means to do good to them, 
than let them hurt him. 

Fa, .1 know GOD can protedl him ; but can it be 
my Duty to leave him under the Government of thofe 
who have no Government of themfelves ? 

Lady. ?i\x^ be "pleafed to make fuch Provifion for 
him, that they may not wrong him of what you leave 
for his Subfmence ; and for the reft I do not fee how 
you ,can reafonably take him out of the Hands of his 
Mother. 

Fa, Alas ! his Mother ! flie is the worft Enemy the 
Child, can havie ! (he hates him already for thofe little 
Turns and Reproofs he has given her, which I told 

you 
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you of; lind, in fliort, bccaufc he will not be as wicked 
as the reft of them. ' \ 

Lady. But GOD may turn her Heart ; and then (he 
will hate herfelf and love the Child j and ftill (he is his 
Mother 5 I would leave hini to her, and truft his Soul 
in the Hands of GOD. 

Fa, I ftiall have no Peace in leaving him to her ; 
there is a I'endernefs in the Child's Temper, and they, 
like the Men of Sodom to Lot^ will vex his righteous 
Soul from Day to Day ; they will be an early Afflidion, 
if liot a Temptation to him. 

Lady, Well, Sir, there is a middle way ftill j leave, 
as I faid, what you will give him, out of their Reach, 
that they may not wrong him ; and impower fome par- 
ticular Friend to take care of him fo far, that if the 
Child is ill ufed and defires to be removed, it may be 
done; but let it be a religious confcientious Perfon, or- 
UQne at all. 

Fa, But where is there fuch a Friend to be found ? 

Lady. Who can be fitter than his Maid Margy^ fee- 
ing {he lives fo- well, and is married to one who you 
fay 1$ fo honeft and religious a Man. 

Fa. That very Propofal revives * my Heart ; and I 
thank GOD that put it into your Thoughts to move 
it to me 5 ril certainly do fo. 

The Father liv'd not above half ^a Year after thi^ ; 
but made a very Chriftlan and religious End ; being a 
moft fincereiy humbled Penitent for his paft Life ; fre- 
quently bleffing GOD for the firft Alarms he re- 
ceived in his wickeJ Courfes, by the Reproof of that 
little Child. But neither his reformed Life, or his re- 
ligious Death, had any immediate Influence upon his 
Wife ; nay, when his Will was opert'd and read, fhe 
was rather enraged than afFe£^ed with a Claufe ini 
' it, which took the Difpofal of his youngeft Son John 
out of her Hands, and left him to be difpofed of by 

Marpj that was the Captain's Wife, fdrmely the 

Child's Maid, and by the Lady Barbara -«— — , that 
O J wap 
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was the Lodger, with whom he had the Difi!birrfe a* 
bove, about the difpofing of the Child : And it was 
thus exprefs'd in his Will, I do hereby empower them to 
enquire into the Treatment my /aid Child meets with under 
his own Relationsy and to remove him if he is willing 
to be removed^ and that they fee Caufe ; according to a 
written Paper of Dire^ions^ figrCdandfealedby my own 
Hand and Seal^ declaring what flmll be efleemed a fuffi- 
cient Cau/efor removing my Child '^ which Paper J have 

left in the Hands of tbefaid Mrs. Margaret , and 

the Lady Barbara — . The Mother was exceeding- 
ly uneafy at this Claufe about the Child ^ and it rather 
increased than abated her Averfton to him : And this 
made her the wiliineer to leave him in the Country, 
where it feems his Tather had got a School for h'mi 
and the blaclc Boy, a little before he died,, recommend- 
ing htm earnedly to the piou^ Lady in the Houfe, and 
who promifed to take care of him as if he was her 
own. 

And indeed there was no need to recommend him 
to her 5 for the Child recommended himfelf to her,, 
by the Sweetnefs of his Difpofition, the Sobriety of 
his Carriage, and his continual hanging about her to . 
afk religious Queftions, and talk of ferious things 
with her; which as it was exceeding delightful to 
Jier, fo it was all his Diverfion ; for when other Boys 
were at Play, this was his Recreation, and he drank in 
Knowledge like Water, and >io Inftrudion was loft 
upon him. 

It pleafed GOD fo jto order things- for the early 
furnifhing InClrudtion to this Child, that (i) this 
Lady, who was a Perfon of very good Quality, was 
without any Family but two Servants, and fo was 
perfedly at leifure to give, as it were, her whole 
Time to the Advantage of his Education. (2) That 
ihe was a Lady of vaft Knowledge and Capacity, 
join'd with admirable Experience, and a moft excel- 
lent Chriflian. And (3) that Ihe took fo much De- 
light 
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iTgHt In the Child, that it was an unfpeakable Affli^ftion, 
t^ her^ when he was taken* away troni the School by 
his Mother ; which waa not however, till fomewhat 
more than two Years. 

In this tune he had acquired a Knowledge and Ex- 
perience in religious Matters above his Years ; and as ' 
he received Inftruftion hinf>relf from this pious Lad^^,^ 
fo he brought up under, him his Negro Boy, in thcr 
Knowledge of Religion, and th« Praiiice of it too. 
Nor did the good Lady fpare any Pains, or think it 
b?Iow her to inftrucSl the poor Negro; and her favou- 
rite Boy would often defire her to do it, when any 
thing the Negro a(k*d was- too hard for him j by which - 
fhe was a Means at Jea(t, to make the poor favage 
Creature an Example of God's Wonderful Grace, in- 
bringing him from Darknefs to Light. Among the ma- 
ny Difcourfes which happened between her and the 
Child, I think one more than ordinarily worth record- 
ing, which happened foon after the Child was come 
back from the Burial of his Father* 

She had been up in her Chamber fomcthing longer^ 
than her ufual time \ ..anda&^fhe came down Stairs^ fhe 
faw her little Scholar fitting alone in one of the Par- 
lours, looking vefy melancholy; and as fhe thought 
he either was, or had been crying, fheprefently ima- 
gined, as was moft natural to hi»Cafe, that the Child • 
was thinking of his Father, and perhaps caft down to 
be left alone among Strangers, and no Father to have^ 
recourfe to as ufual ; fo flie thought flic would fpeak 
chearfully to him. My Jackey^ fays flie.(fo flie had 
caird him for fome time) what's the Matter, my 
Dearf Come, you muft not be caft down. Child, what:s 
have you been aying for ? 

The Boy made her no Anfwer,but cry'd again ; for 
he was not crying, when flie call'd to him, tho' ha^ 
had been crying fome time before. 

Lady. Come, my Dear, you muft not grieve your - 

felf^ you will make yourfdf fick : Did not you andil 

O 4 calk 

Digitized by L^OOQ IC 



320 Tbe Famify InJtruBor. 

talk the other Day before your Father dy'd, of the 
great Duly of Refignation to the Will of GOD j do 
J ou remember it ? 

Boy. Yesv Madam. 

Lad)\ Well, my Dear, then praftife it now. You 
niuft not only refign your Father, but -yourfelf j for 
you know, my Dear, you muft die too, as well as 
your Father. 

Boy. Yes, Madam. 

Ltidy, Well, and how do you think any one carf die 
with Comfort ? .There is no Temper in the World fk 
u; Vie in, or that we can die comfortably in, but that 
< * Teiiiience and Refignation. 

/^ k. 1 don't cry for my Father, Madam, I believe 
] '^ ^o ic to Heaven^ he told me hcfhould gotoHea- 
\i.n, and bid mc not cry for him. 

Lady. What doft' cry for then. Child ? 

Boy. 1 cry for my Mother* 

Lady. Why doft' cry for thy Mother, my Dear i 

Boy* Do tolks go to Heaven, that do as my dear 
Mother does ? 

Lady. Why, my Dear^ what docs flic do ? 

Bey. O ! fhe fays fuch Words, it frights mc. 

Lady. My Dear, if your Mother feys bad Words, 
you muft r.ot learn them, or think they arc not bad 
Words, becaufe it is your Mother. 

Boy, But fure if it was fo wicked a thing to fay fuch 
Words, my Mother woiild not do it. 

Lady. It may be (he might, my Dear, in a Paffion. 

'Boy. What, my dear Mother f 

L/idy. It may be (he was in a Paffion, when (he did 
fo J Folks fay Words fometimes when they are angry, 
which they would not fay at another time. 

Boy. O then, it is not a wicked thing to fay bad 
Words, if they are in a Paffion, is it ? 

[7he Boy look' da little cheat ful at that^ *aiifh9 
had gotten an E:(cufe for his Mother, 

Lady, Nayy Child, dont mijlake mt^ I don't fay fo 

neither \ 
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neither; Biffion maybe a Caufey but it Is far from 
b eing an Exciife s 'tis rather making two Sins of one* 

Boy. You faid flie might be in a Paffiqn. 

Lady. I faid ioy Child,, becaufe manv People in a 
Paffion, or when they are provoked, will fay Words,^ 
and do Things, wbicn they are forry for after. 

Boy. But why do they do fo, if it be not that it be 
left a Sin then, than at another time ? 

Lady. Child, they do it» becaufe Paffion tnmfportff 
tbem to do they know not what. 

Boy. Why then the Pa£on makes it a greater Sin^ 
not a lefs, don't it ? 

Lady. Yes ,it does fo : But what doft' tboncry for 
again, was thy Mother in a Paffion ? 

\^he Boy trus again^ 

Boy. My Mother is alwfiys in a Paffion then j for ihc 
always ufes thofe fad Words. 

Lady. Well, but may be fh& is forry for it after^^ 
wards, my Dear, and repents. > 

Boy. No, no, my Mother does not repent. 

Lady. How do you know that. Child ? 

Boy. Becaufe fhe does it again erery Day ^ and I re<^ 
member Margy tol^ me a great while ago, that to re-» 
pent of my Sins, was to be forry for them,, and forfaker 
them ; and that if I did not foffake thcQif 1 might be 
fure 1 had not repented. 

Lady. And do you remember that fo longa^ ? : 

Boy. Yes, and I {hall never forget u as long as. I live ; 
for I have always Sins to repent of; s»idihey alwayt 
put me in mind of poor Aforjy. 

Lady. Poor Margy was a good Maid, flie was better 
So thee than ten Mothers ; don't you love her for it ? 

Boy. Yes, dearly* But' I love my Mother too. I 
^Uh — — 

Xiifljf. What doft' wife Child ? 

Boy. 1 wifh my Mother would no( fay them fad Words. - 

Lady. You muft pray for your Mother, my Dear, 
that GOD would touch her Heart- 

O J -B*> 
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Bfj. Sol do everv Day, but I did more than that. 

Lady. What could you do more Child ? 

Bo9. I told my Mother that it was not good to ufe 
fuch Words, and that I was afraid GOD would be 
angry with her for it. 

Lady. And what faid {he to thee ? 
' Boy. She laugh'd at me, as {he ufed to do, and told 
sne, I had not left off Preaching yet, and that ilie 
would make me another Gown and CafE)ck« 

Lady, And what fa'id you, my Dear i 

Boy* Icry'>d; and (aid what 1 {hould not have faid, 
becaufe ihe was my Mother, for l know I (hould ho- 
Tiour my Motbei^ ; I told her, I had heard my Father 
fay, that fhe would make GOD angry with her, and 
all of us for her fake ;. for (he broke GOD's Commands 
lierfelf, and taught us all to do fo too. 

Lady. And what faid ihe to that ? 

Boy. She flew in a Paffion at my Fadier, tho* he is 
dead, and (he beat me too. 

Lady. Poor Child ! did (he beat thee too f that was 
very hard. 

Uoy* I had not car'd for that fo much, if (he had not 
£Md the fame dreadful Words over again, all the while 
ihe was beating me. 

Li^tf. Bat why do thefe Things trouble thee. Child ? 
Thy Mother has moft Reafon to be troubled for 
them. .. 

Boy. But may I not be troubled, to think that my 
dear Mother won't go to Heaven ? 

Lady, ^ut. Child, you do not know but your Mo-^ 
ther may live to repent ? you, muft pray to GOD to 
give your Mother Repentance. 

Boy. I told my Mother I would, and I do fo. 

Lady, Did you tell your Mother fo when (he was, 
beating you? 

Boy. No* it was another time ; but I think I did 
iii*at I (hould not do tpo, for I made my Mother cry. 

Lacfy. It may be,, my Dear, you faid fomcthing that 

touch'd 
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touched her ; how do you know, but you may be made 
an Inftrument in GOD's Hand, to do good to your 
Mother : But pray what did you fay ? 

Bdy. Why, my Mother was in a good Humour> ^ 
and talking prcttv chearfully with me and niy two Si- 
fters, and on a hidden flic fell a taking GOD's Name 
in her Mouth at a fad rate ; at which I cry'd* . 

i^^.: Why did you cry. Child ? 

fi^jf. I remembered that Scripture, which.tnadc mjtv 
Fskther cry many times,* on account of my Brothers^j:^ 
P/i/.cxix. 136. Kxvers of Tears run doxm^miue Eyes, be^> 
eaufethey keep not thyLenv. And my Father told mc, we 
fhould mourn for the Sins of others^ becaufe of GOD's . ^ 
Mng dtflionour'd by them; but I cried, becaufe it 
was mf dear Mother that difhonour'd ,GOD,-anct . 
broke his Law* 

Lady. And what did your.Mother.fay to yovt wa*-- 
ihe angry again ? - 

Boy, No, not at firft*, flift a(k*d inc what I.^ry'd 
for ? but I would hot tell her j_ at laft flie began to be. - 
angry that I would not fpeak : 1 told het fee was 
angry becaufe I Would not tell- her, and fee would be-.- 
anery if I did 3 fo fee promifcd fee would not be angr^j^-^ 
if I would tell her, let it be what it would. 

Lady, Well, and what dkLyou fay then ? f 

Boy^. 1 took my BrWe out of my Pocket, and t 
read theThird Commandment to her, and faid toher^ 
Dear Mother, dorft break GOIXs Commands, and went* * 
to kifs her ; for my Heart was ready to break, for her : , 
B^t fee thruft me away, and hid me be'gocfc. . I told ^ 
her, 1 feouW break my H^art for her i and yet fee was 
angry with mc. No, fee faid, fee was not angry, btit- 
it was none of my Bufincft to teach my Mother. I 
faid I did not go to teach her, fee knew all ihis^ better 
than I, but that it was a dreadful thing fee feoul J do • 
fo, and know it to bewicked too at the fame time. . 
Weli, fap my Mother, but whafs that to you^ Sirrah f - 
do^ybn mindytur own^ Bufmefs^ ym have nothbig to do . r 
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with me 5 / tell you^ Uis none of your Bufinefi to tfaebyour 
Another. No, Mother, faid 1, tut 1 may cry /oryout 
I hofe^ atid I am Jure I Jhall do that as long as I live^ 
If hat will you cry for^ fays (he ? So I fhew'd my Mo- 
ther this Verfe in the Pjalm^ and Caid, if I might cry 
for other People's Sins, fur< Imuft for my Mother's; 
for I was fure that no Body could go to Heaven that 
did fo : And when I faid that^ both my Sifters cry*d 
too. At laft my Mother faid. Get you goncy SIRR jiH', 
this Boy will make me cry too I think : So 1 was put out 
of ihe Room. And the next Dav, the Maid afk'd 
me what I had done to my Mother r /i^^, fays I, what 
have I done to her ? Nay, I don't know, faid the Maid^ 
but you anger'd her fo, &e has been crying and fighing^ 
all Night almoft, and will let no Body fpeak to her^ 
and I can afTure you, that you will be fent aWay ta 
School for it To-morrow; for your 3ifter Judith fays> 
you are not fit to be fuffer'd in the Moufe. And fo I 
found it, Madam, fori was fent hither aeain. the next 
Day, and they would not let me fee my Mother, bi^ 
told me fhe was not welk 

' Lady, Dear Child, pray ftill for your Mother, but 
fhed no more Tears about her ; I dare fay GOD will 
caufe thee to be the Means of bringing her back, ani 
p^rrhaps not her only, but the whole Moufc. 

[She taies him in her Arms and kijfes him* 
Boy. They think they have punifii^d me,, but I am- 
glad 1 am come away. 
Lady. Why fo ? 

Boy. or It is the dreadfulleft thlnff to me toheai> 
fuch Words, fuch Oaths, fuch horrible Curfinz znA 
Swearing as there is among them, I am not able ta 
bear it ; if I were a Man I would not bear it. 

Lady. Why, you little Cj;eaturc, what would you 
do? 

Boy. Why, I would make my Bipthcrs leave it oflF, 
or I would beat them.. 

haJy 
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Lady. No, you muft not beat your Brothers, 
fioy. Why, my eldeft Brother beat my next Bro» 
ther once for faving fomething agamft his Father, and 
every Body faia he did very well 5, now is^ not GOI> 
my heavenly Father, ihall I fuflFcr them to affront and 
aVufe him> and take no Notice of it ? I am fure I (hbuld 
beat them if I could. 

Lady. Why, by the fame Rule it feems you mud 
beat your Sifters, and beat your Mother too. 

Boy. No, I may not <!|o that, I am commanded to . 
lionour my Mother ; as for my Sifters, I would weary 
them out of it, but I muft not beat them becaufe they 
are Girls ; but I might beat the Boys fare. 

Lady. Well, but my Child^ praying for them is mucb 
better ; you are^ not call'd to fight with every Body 
that prophanes the Name of GOi>; he will take his 
own Time to vindicate the Honour of his Name, and 
avenge the Breach of his Laws ; GOD has faid, Ven^ 
geanct is mine^ and I will repay. 

Biy. Then I -wont fay fo no more j but 'tis a fad 
thing to hear (uch Words continually, and not be able 
to helpit. 

Lady. Wdl> Child,, you are out of it now, do not 
be concerned about that. 

Boy. O but, fliould I have faid to my Mother, that 
no Body goes to Heaven that did fo } 

Lady. I fee no Harm in it, Child, foasyou did not 
(peak in an undutiful Manner to your Mother : You 
fay you fpokc it with Tears, and would have kifs'd her,, 
but (he piit you away; I ihould have thought (he (hould 
Father have took you in her Arms, and have kifs'd you 
a hundred times. for it. I am fure I fhould. 

[This fl^ faid foftl^ to herfelf. 
Boy. Yes, 1 did indeed ; but pray do Folks go to 
Heaven, Madam^ that favfuch wicked Words? 

La^. No indeed Child, unlefs they repent ; but I 
hope your Mother will repent of it ; 'tis no*bad Sign,. 
fieemgf^was fe eoncera'd at what you faid.^ 
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Boy. I am afraid fee won't repent; my Father fafd 
fhe would never repent till fee came to die; and what 
if fee feould die before fee repent, fee won't go to 
Heaven then; 

\Tbi Boy Jbewtjmi a great Concern for his 
Mother y and was ready to cry again. 

Lady. Child, you have no Remedy but to pray for - 
your Mother, that GOD would be pleafcd to give her 
Repentance before it be too late. 

Boy. I do ; but I can never pray for her but-my Heart 
trembles, for fear GOD will not hear me. 

Lady. Whyfo, Child? 

Boy. Becaufe, I believe niy Mother never prays to - 
GOD for hcrfclf ; and will GOD hear mefor hei^ in 
that which ihe does notdefire herfelf ? 

Lady. GOD may touch her Heart with a Senfe of ' 
her Sin ; and if once he does that, fee will foon pray ' 
for herfclf ; but the fovereign Grace of G O D often 
moves the Heart before it looks upj he is found of them * 
thatfeek him not. 

Boy. I had a fad Pream about my^ear Mother laft'' 
Night. 

Lady. What didft thou dream of her, Child ? Do . 
not terrify thyfelf with fuch things. 

Boy. I dreamt my Mother was very fick, and (tnt a 
Coach for me hither, to come and fee her before fee • 
dy'd ; then I thought I was carry'd up in a Coach, 
and when I came home, my Mother was fo bad that^ 
fee could not fpeak ; but a little after I was in ^he 
Room, fee took me by the Hand and kifs'd me, and 
faid, O Child! I would repent now, but 'tis too late, 
and then fee died. 

Lady. And this you had been crying about, had 
you i 

Boy. Yes, I had been- crying about her, but^totfor- 
the Dream, for 1 faw it was but a Dream ; but the 
Thoughts \hat my dear Mother feould not go to 
Heaven, had almoft brdee my Heart before that 

3 Dream i 
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Dream ; my Heart trembles atlt ftill every time I think 
of it. 

While the Child was faying xKxZyjuft as he had dreamt^ 
cami^ a Maid in a Coach to fetch him to Town, for 
that his Mother was very fick, and at the Point of 
Death, and he muft go to London^ thac (he might fee 
him before fhe dy'd : The Lady faw the Child was fur* 
prized, and much the more becaufe of his Dream ; 
and fo indeed (he was herfelf a little, to fee things 
concur fo exadly one with another; however (he 
conceal'd it from him, and did what flie could to en- 
courage him ; fo ihe faid. Come, Child, do not be 
furprized, tho' this Part of your Dream may be true, I 
hope the other won't ^ he faid nothing, but as foon as 
he was drefs'd, went away with the Meilenger. 

When became to London^ he found his Mother on 
her Death-bed indeed, but fuch a Penitent, as the like 
had very rarely been known i and upon Enquiry, it 
appear'd that (he had been (truck with a Senfe of her 
Condition, immediately upon that affe£>ionate Dif- 
frourfe the Child had had with her, and which is men- 
tioned before ; when he went to kifs her, and faid^ 
Dear Mother^don^t break GOD^s Commands', and told 
her. That be was fare no body could go to Heaven that 
didfoM 

She had lain fome time under the Horror of her 
firft Convidions, in a fad defpairing Condition, which 
began the fame Evening the Boy had fpoken to ber j 
and this it feems was the Reafon of the Boy's being 
fcnt away, which was not done by his Mother's Order, 
but by his eldeft Si(ler, who was not at all fenfible of 
Hje Nature of the Thing, but hated the Child for 
having griev'd and vex'd his Mother with his iciperti- 
nent^nd faucy Difcourfe, as (he call'd it, and there- 
fore took upon her to fend the Child away, which 
her Moxher was very much difpleafed at when (he 
knew it, 

Ai 
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As foon as the Child came back, and was carried 
up into his Mother's Chamber, (he revived a little at 
the Sight of him ; Come hUhir^ thou hlejfed MBStSEN- 
6ER of GODy fays flie ; and taking him in her Arms, 
file kil's'd him, but could not fpeak for a great while, 
her Heart was fo full 5 after fome Time, holding the 
Child faft in her Arms, Iht^u wert the firjl^ my Dear» 
faid fee, that ever gave me a feafonaih Admonition of mf 
ieteflahle Ways \ now I call to mind all the little Reproofs 
I had from thee in thy Infancy^ when thou couldft barmy 
fpeak plain. 

The Child could fay nothing in anfwcr to his Mo* 
ther, but hang about her, and cry aver her ; (he went 
on to repeat to him all the little Sayings that he had ufed 
in reproving her for taking G G D's Name in vain, 
and how afie£lionate]y he had faid to her, that bis 
Heart was almoft broke for her; and, my Dear^ fays 
(he, / have had many lights and Days of Sorrow Jmct 
that, for thofe Sins for which you were made my feafona^ 
hie Reprover \ hut GOD has turned my Sorrow into Com-- 
fort^ and I have hope that my Repentance has beenfmcere^ 
and is accepted. 

The Child was fo full of the Affltflion of feeing his 
Mother fo ill, . that he could fcarce ipeak \ but when 
he heard her fpeak of Repentance, he pulled out his 
little Bible 5 Come, my Dear, fajs his Mother^ what 
has GOD direflcd thee to look for there j I (hall take 
every thing that comes from thee to be a Voice from 
Heaven. T^he Child faid nothing ftill, but looked 
out Rrov. xxviii. ij. Whofo confefs fiall find Mercy \ 
and Pfalm cxxx. 4. JVith thee there is Forgivenefs. As 
foon as his Mother heard the Vcrfes, cfpecially the 
laft, (he lifted up her Hands and Eyes, and gave ^br 
lick Thanks for the wonderful Circumftance that at- 
tended the Child's looking out that particular Te?ct ; 
« Ble(red be G O D, faid Jhe,^ that. has gvlded thy 

* Hand to that Scripture j NOlV I am fatnfied it wat 

* of GOD> that t^iis Scripture was call in upon my 

^ Thoughts^ 
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Thoughts, when my Soul was overwhelmed with 
the terrible View of my paft Life, and the Great- 
nefs of my Sins ; I knew not where to find it, for I 
was perfeftly unacquainted with the Scripture, other- 
wife than as every Body has one time or other heard 
it read ; but when the dreadful Appearance of 
my horrid Life ilood like a Black Cloud before my 
Eyes, this Word was darted into my Soul, as if it 
had been fpoken with a Voice, There is Forgivenefs 
zuith him^ and it brought with it an tinaccountable 
and irrefiftible Comfort ; for from that time to this 
very Moment, whenever my Thoughts fuggefted 
Terror to me, and things appeared black and hor- 
rible to my Soul, whenever Death and launching 
into an eternal State (hewed itfelf before mr, this 
founied in my Ears fo loud, that nothing could fl« 
lence it. There is Forgivenefs with him ! Then my 
Soul n^lted into Tears, Tears of repenting Shame 
for the Vilcnefs of my Life, and my abominable 
Crimes agaiaft a GOD, whofe Nature and Property is 
ever to have Mercy and to forgive : Tears of Sorrow 
and Regret, for having, in fo horrid a manner, of- 
fended the Father of Mo'cy ; and Tears of Affec- 
tion, and flaming Love, drawn from the furprizing 
Thought that GOD Ihould have flill Forgivenefs 
zvith him^ for one that had fo long ftood out againft 
his Patience and forbearing Goodnefs ; that it Cbould. 
be poflible, that GOD had not yet been provoked by 
fuch a Sinner as I bad heen^ t< * '^ 
but that there ihould yet be 
even for me ! And now I am mc 
ed by it, the Application of t 
Thoughts, being from the Sj 
the Comforter ofdiftreffed { 
his^Word, and the Guide of oui 
6ezT Mtde Miniver of GOD^ f 
has been guided to read to me 
Words/ 
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She wf nt on to fay a great many more moft a£fec** 
tionate tender things, which mov'd all that were in- 
the Room, in a Manner fcarcepoffible to be expref- 
fed ; ftill^ We^ng GOD for this Child, anxJ for the- 
ptrticukH- Providence of GOD .in fmgling him out {o^ 
among fuch a vile Crew, asjhe called them^ as her Fa- - 
mily was. One Day in* particular, when a Neigh- 
bduring Minifter, who frequently vifited, prayed with, . 
and comforted her, was difcourung Wkh her, fhc garc - 
a Vent to her Thoughts on that Subjedt;,. 

What a wopderfal thing,yir/V>&, was it that GOD • 
fliould fi«gle out a little Infant, even before it could ' 
fpeak plain, and, to be fure, Jong before it could have* 
any Knowledge of what it faid,' to fpeak fuch things 
as, in fpite of the- moft obftinate Wickcdnefs, fhouTd • 
touch the Soul of every one that heard him. 

[ Here Jhe gives the Minijicr an Account of* 
mojl of the Pajfages^ which have b^n men-' 
tion^d before of the Childy efpecially relating 
ia his>rjepr$ving herfilffarjfl IVjords^ and of 
the Influence it had on his Father. 
Mnijlef\ The End and Defign of GOD's Goodnefs 
i» vifible in this Child ;. he^has been appointed to be a ; 
Minifter of GOD indeed, as you callhiniy to the Fa- 
mily, a Preacher of Righteoufnefs, and as GOD has 
given him a vifible Miffion to you, fo he has fealed his ' 
MiniftiT with Succefs.^ 
A^tL I hope fo. 

Mtn. He has been a vifible Inftrument in the Con- - 
verfion both of his Father and Mother, ^nd I hope he - 
will be fo of the whole Family. 

Moth. I pray GOD he may, for they arc a fad ' 
wretched Family yet j and confidering what their Fa- 
ther and Mother have been,, it is na wonder j for :we • 
have been the Ruin of them all. 

[^Herejheburjlout into a terrible Paffiony exclaim^, 
ing on the dteadfulMxatnple Jhe. bad been to her 
Children^ and bow they had Rgafon tos^nacb • 
her to their laji Hour. . ^ Min^. 
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Min. Do not afflift yourfclf with that more than 
in general, as among the reft of thofe Sins, which, lief- 
fec( be GODy you have the comfortable Hope of being 
forgiven. 

AlotL O my poor wretched Family will be loft hy 
my Negledl P ami though GOD may forgive me, they 
are not fure of having a Share in the fame Grace j I 
canfiot aflift them to repent, but I have dreadfully af- 
frfted them to fin. 

Min. But they have the fame little Inftruftor for an 

lYiftrument, the fame Spirit of GOD ta fet home In- 

ftruSion, and the fame Father of Mercies, with whom 

there is Fo*-givenefsy to accept their Repentance ; leave 

, them to him. 

Moth. I defire to do fo ; but O ! that all Parents 
might know from me, what the Af8i<Siron is, what 
the Reproaches of the Confcience are, what moving 
of the very Bowels it is to a Mother to think, when it 
is too late to retrieve ity that (he has been an Inftru* 
ment, in the Hands of the Devil, to ruin her own 
dear Children by her dreadful Example ; whofe Souls, 
on the contrary, ought to have been her Care and Con- . 
cern: Pray recommend it from me to all Parents to 
think of their Childrens Souls, and atleaftnotto helpr 
them on in Wickedncfs, 

Min, It is true, it is a Reflexion that is in itfelf very 
affliSing, and I will improve it. Madam, as upon alt 
Occaflons you defire, to admonifli Parents to concern 
themfelves earneftly for the Good of their Children, 
both by early Ihftruflion and Example 1 
fent Buflnefs is to look beyond all your o 
the Free Grace of GOD in forgiving, a 
Wonders of his Goodnefs^ in bringing 
a Cburfc of prefumptuous Sinning,, to 
pentance. 

Moth, *Tis true, that is my Work 5 but I cannot 
but mourn formy poor Children. 

A^in. But forget not ta rejoice over this one great 

In- 
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Ipftance of free Grace among them, I mean this happy 
little Son of yours, 

Meih. Indeed I cannot forget him, nor the ftrange 
Work of GOD in him, which, confidering the Fami^, 
1 think is next to miraculous. 

Min. It is indeed a Token of the invincible Opera- 
tion of the Grace and Spirit of GOD. 

Moih. But that GOD fcould infpire a little Crea- 
ture fo young! and fortify his Mind, to fefift all the 
wicked Examples that he met with even in his own Pa- 
rents, and to choofe the Good and refufe the -Kvil, even 
before he knew th6 one from the other 1 

Min. There are fome whom he is pleafed to fanSify 
from the Womb, whom he will keep from Sin, as a Proof 
of the Dominion of invincible Grace, 

Moth. But that fuch a Creature Ihould be born of 
iiich Parents ! Singled out from a Family of GOD*s 
Enemies, taken out of a Race of Blafphcmers and Ha- 
ters of GOD, and of every thing that is good ! 

Min. This fliould teach us in general to reverence 
the Sovereignty, of Grace, who choofes out the Objcfis 
of his Mercy, accordingito the good Pleafure of bis own 
Will; and to rejoice in his Goodnefs, that we are ho- 
noured with having any of the Heirs of Salvation in 
our Houfes ; but you in particular have Realbn to give 
Thanks to GOD, who has not only of his infmit^ 
Mercy made one of your Children the Subje6^ of fo 
bleffed a Work, but has made this Work a Blefimg to 
you,' and has made the early Sanftification of -your 
Child, a Means to open your Eyes, who were his Pa- 
rentis, and to bring you to the Knowledge and Faith of 
your Redeemer. 

Mothx It is true he has been made a M^ans for the 
reftoring both his Father and Mother ; and I pray 
GOD he may be inftrumental to the awakening; his Bro- 
thers and Sifters, and fupply, by his excellent Example, 
the want of our Care in their Education. 

Min. I dare fay the Child will do more than can 

be 
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be cxpeSed from his Years, to do them good, if they 
will buc accept of it* 

Moth. Atas,.they will only hate him for it ; they do 
already. 

Min, Have you any thing to direft in the managing 
of this Childj-Madam, if you Oiouldnotlive ? Have 
vou provided what Hands he (hall' fall into ? 
^ ^*/A* His Father has done it already. 

Min. Mcthinks, Madam, you ibould recommend 
to hipi, the being bred up to the Office of a Minifter^ 
he that has fo vifibly had the heavenly Call, fhould not 
want the human IntroduSions. 

Moth. There's nor need for me to dire£l it, he will 
never be any thing elfe, as you will perceive by what I 
am going to tell you. 

[^She repeats to him the Story of the Child* s pointing 
out that Verfey where he would learn his Lejfon^ 
mentioned before. 
Min, If ever any Child had a Call from Heaven to 
be a Preacher of GOD's Word, I believe this Child 
has J however, as the outward Preparations arenecef- 
fary, fuch as the Knowledge of Letters, the pious Ir\- 
IhUiSlions of religious Mafters, Rules of moral Virtue, 
and, at laft, a fufficient Authority for the Exercife of ' 
the Office, it would be very much, the Child's Advan- 
tage that you fhould leave fome Body inftrufted with 
your Mind about it. 

Moth. He has been the Care of Providence hitherto, 
and I am fatisfied he will not be forfaken ftill. He 
will be guided by Heaven. I leave him to the Con- 
du6l of the fame Hand, that took him fo early into his 
peculiar DireSion ; but my Concern, and that which 
lies heavieftat my Heart, is the reft of my poor Chil- 
dren,- who fo long ago have been abandoned both by 
Father and Mother. 

Min, You muft refign them alfo to the Will of 
GOD; but you may yet give them Caution, and 
warn and charge them to break off their Courfe of 

fm- 
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finning, by theExample both of tfaetr Father and Mo* 
ther ; youdonot know, but as your evU Example liv^ 
ing has done them Hurt, lb your dying Example may 
Ao them fome Good. 

Moth^ I have talked to them all as long as I bad 
Strength, but 'tis too late, they take little Notice of it i 
they do not feem at all affe&ed with it* 

mim You can do no more now but pray for them. 

Moth. Yes, Sir, one thing more I may do ; I may 
btg you to acquaint them how heavy it has lain upon 
my Heart, and what a Grief it is to me now, that I 
have been wanting in my Duty to them ; and ferioufly 
warn them from me, to fet about a new Life^ and to 
think in time of that sreat Work called Repentance* 

Min. I will not fail to do my utmoft with them* 

A few Days after this Difcourfe the Mother dy'd, 
and the poor Child was left in an unhappy ill-guided 
Family, where he was capable of doing no Good, or 
of receiving any. After fome time the Family fepa- 
lated, and this Child with one of his Sifters were, at 
their owii Requeft, fent down to the Houfe where he 
was before, and where he had fo happily fallen into 
the Hands of that good Lady, who aded the Part of a 
Mother, and indeed more than a' Mother with him 
before. 

Here he was a Means of not only reforming, but 
efFedually turning his young Sifter to be a ferious and 
religious young Woman ; and this he did by a. conti- 
nual following her with Reproofs, religious Difcourfes, 
and conftant Perfuafions to pray to GOD, and to 
read the Scripture, and to leave ofF all loofe Words, 
as fcandalous and\inbecoming» Alfo with the A(fift- 
ance and Inftrudions of that good Lady, he brought 
the poor Negro Boy Toby^ whom it feems his Father 
had given to him to be his own, to be fo knowing 
in religious Principles, Dodtrines, and Rules of Prac- 
tice, that he was the Wonder of all that converfed 
with him ^ all which he conftantly acknowledged to tfe 

owing^ 
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M)wing, under GOD, t^ the Jnftrudion arid affeflio- 
^ nate Care of his littU Cifwrncr^ iorfohe always caWd 
^ binit who was then become his Mafier» 

It was farther obfervable of this Negro Boy, that 
after he had been, by the unwearied Pains of that good 
Lady, fully inftrufted in the Knowledge of Religion, ' 
{h&cauied4iim, at his own D^fire, andAvitfa the Con* 
fent of his little Governor, to be folemnly baptiz'd : 
Upon which Occafion, he made (uch a Gsnfi^on of 
Jiis* Faith in Chrift, arid of the Reafon why hedefired * 
to be baptized, as gave great Satisfaflion ta the Mini- 
fter, and to all that heard it. But altho' his being bap- 
- tized and becoming a real ChriAian, gave him a Title to 
* his'Liberty, fo that he was no more a Slave to ferve 
without Wages ; yet lie would never accept of that 
Advantage, nor by any means'leave his Mafter, or be- 
come a Servant for Wages, till his Matter was grown 
up and voluntarily gave him hisDifmirs. 

After the Child had been fome time longer in this 
Place, the Captain fo often mentioned, and who had 
married the Maid Margy^ having Notice of the Death 
of his Mother, came to fee him* It feems the good 
Lrady who had taken fo much of the voluntary Charge 
of him, for it was no otherwife, had found Means to 
let the Captain know how his Father had recommended 
the Child to his Care, together with his Wife ; and it 
feems, the Child growing now to be pretty big, the 
Lady thought him a little beyond her Management, ac 
leaft fmgly, and fo (he defired the Captain to come and 
cpnfult about his farther Education. 



The ^nd of the Fburtb Dialogue. 
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THE 

FIFTH DIALOGUE. 

jEFORE I come to fpeak of the Mca- 
Aires taken by the Captain, which will 
finilh the Story of the Boy, and does not 
go much farther, it will be very enter- 
taining to go back a little to the Story of 
his Maid Margy^ who was the firft happy Inftruftor 
of this Child, as has' been obfeiVed already ; and how 
the Captain, after his rough manner, befpoke her con- 
flant Application to the teaching and inftruding this 
Child, and gave her Money to encourage herj which he 
czWd^ Hiring her for GOD, . 

The honeft Wench needed none of thofe warm En* 
gagements; her Affeflionto the Child was fuch as J6d 
her many times to (hed Tears over him, on account of 
the fad Condition fhe faw him expofed to, and hoi^ mi- 
ferable an Education he was like to have; and asflietold 
the Captain when he gave her that Money, (he thought 
it would break her Heart, to think what Guiding, and 
what dreadfui Temptations the poor Child would be 
expofed to as it grew up, fo {he was the moft anxious 
Creature in the World, left flie fhould not be able to 
prevent the evil Impreffions fuch things might make 
upon him, after (he (hould be obliged to leave him. 

Buthe deliver'd her from^ thofe Fears, and (he had 
the Satisfa<Stion to have a faithful Account from the Fa- 
ther, not only how his Son had been preferved, but how 
he had improved in good things ; and particularly, how 
he had a great Hand in the convincing him (the Father) 
of the Wickediiefs of his Life, and of bringing him to 
a fcrious and fmcere Repentance. 

Pro- 
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'Providence, fomc time after thi% carried this Maid 
into the Country, by the Accident of a Family Ihe 
ierv'd in for fomc Years \ fo that flie was not at that 
time acquainted with what occurrM in this Family ;• 
and particularly did not hear of the Enquiry made after 
her on the following Occafion. 

The Capuin had been at Sea, as was faid, and 

foing a trading Voyage to the Eaft-IndieSy had beca 
ept put no lefs than four Years ; but to maka amends 
for the leingth of Time he was out^ he came home ex> 
ceedipg ricb^ he was fo for from being unmindful of 
the little Boy, whom he had in fo aiFedipnate a man* 
ner recommended to this Maid M<ir^ that during his 
being abroad, he wrote twice to his Wife. to enquire, 
after the Child ; and to know in particdar if Margy. 
did her Duty to him ; and if ibe did, to give her a 
Sum of Money which he ordered for that Purpofe^ 
The firft time, the Cj^tain^s Wife found Margy with the 
Child in her Care, and gave her the Money ; but the 
fecpnd time Margy being remov'd from the Child, and 
gone as I have fatd into the Country to another Service, 
the Captain's Wife could not finjd her, which very, 
much troubled her ; for hearing (he was gone from the 
Child, ihc had refolved to hire her into her own Houfe,, 
to look after her own Children. 

This w*s Marg^\ Ixjfs, and the Captain's Wife's 
alfo. At firft it was Margfs Lofs, bccaufe (he had 
not the Money which was intended for her ; and it was 
the Family'i Lofs, becaufe they mifs'd of fo eood and 
fo faithful a Servant in the Houfe among the Children, 
which were_then very young j but the Lofs was fully 
repaired at laft. 

' AfterfometimetheCaptaincame home, and brought 
a vaft Wealth with him j he had met with great Suc- 
cefs abroad, and he came home refolved to go no more 
to Sea. But he had withal, the bad News to receive at 
bis coming home, that his Wife was dead ; which was 
a great Affliftion to him, (he being both a very good 
Vol. n. P Wife 
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Wife ta Mm, ani a vcrjr tender 'Mbthcr to 'Irit 
Children. 

He bad not long confidcred the Cjrcumftanccs of 
his Faintly and Children^ and the Wailttbcjr*-ft6od ia 
of a careful, ^thful Himd to^ide >acu)' bring- them 
qp, but he bethought htmfelf of honeft\M}A^. 

He foon foun^ uit. had* been^ «)ne ferae time^from 
the Child,, and this tnt^ fiitti ^idtrous to fitid^errout \. 
but lie cpuld by/ i|o means hear whith^rfte was goner 
HbwcYcr, that he . might- have fome Ateeount-orPber 
Conduftj and hQi«r ijte^ had difchar^d teBrftlfrof-thc 
Tryft he committed to her, he applyM^ himfeir to the 
•CJentlewoman, . the Goufin, who was prefent when he 
<ngag'd her, ^nd when he gave hei: the Money tp take 
Charge of the Child, 

He had from liar the whole Hlftoiy of thfe Family, 
«nd particulafly of wWiTr^/s Behaviour, how cfareful 
ih^ had been of the Child, and with^what good Sue* 
ceft, a3 bail btpon faid. He ialfole^rn'd f(om her, that 
4he fecond' Sum of- Money he had fent- her, hack not 
been paid,^becaufe neither his Wift. nor Ae herfetf 
could learn whirixerthe Miid was gone. 

It troubJed him exceedingly tbat/he coajd not hear 
of her, becaufe upon the LoTs of his Wife, he had al* 
ter'd hi^Refolution of not going to Sfca any more, but 
was greatly concerned, whowi to leave the Government 
of his Children to tn his Abfence 5 and being not only 
a tender Father, as to their heing provided for, biut a 
moft religious Father, as to their being weH infh'uded, 
be would have.b^een very j^hid to have left them in tte 
Condudl of fuch a Servant:as Margy* 

tt happen'd in thjs Jun£lure, tha^ the Captain going 
by Water in a Wheny from hi« Ship, which laya- 
bout Deptferd\ the Boat accidentally ran foul of ano- 
ther Boat, in which there was a Maid and a Child. 
The Maid appeared very much frightncd at the Acci- 
dent, and the Captain faid to her. Sweet-heart, don't 
b« afraid thereV no Dan^r, She made no Anfvwrr, 

bc- 
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titittg fWl in fww^JDiforder,. and particularfy afraid fo^' 
the Child that wsrt wkh herj y^ he obfcrved after- 
\;^anJ».thaJtt 0us bowM two or three times to him, very 
re^eilftilly^ 

The Bo0its being dc?ur, the Captam*s Boat, whicli. 
was Oars, and confequenily had two Watermeh, went 
bfifoie the: Maid*s Boat) which vKs but a. Sculler ; 
and as Ihe-paflcdby^ lookirg^atthe Wetoch^.he thought 
he^knef«^lNdr.F«ce) bat did not call to mind who ihe 
waft;:^bowerer» he, had not gone far, hut hcrecol- 
l«£bed,hM Mernory, and it came into his Thoughts 

* that it muft be lioneft Margyi Upon which he ftopp'di 
ihetB«a^ 1^ fpoko to ter, and foon. found it was 
A&r^yi indeed. 

He aflc'd her wKere Ihc liv'd, and (he told him ih the, 
CcHitttry^.n^f ; far frocn- Wamfich He^ aflc'd her, if 
fhe had that Child in keeping i She faid. Yes, and 
two niore*: That her Mafter who was a.Baronet, and 
his Lady, were both at Green'voich'y and. {he was fent 
up^to tbieir- JU»dg^ng: in London with that Child, be'- 
caufe it was not wSl. He cnquir'd where ^her Ma-. 
Umh I«od^fig waS), addiog that he muft needs fpeak 
with her ; and defirM her, if. fhe could, be fpar'd, to 
come to his Houfethe next I)ay^ and to bring the 
Gentlewoman with her, laft fpoken of» She told him, 
fh* beJilBv'dthe could not he fpar'd fo foon, but that 
the firft Day fhe could get Leave fhe would wait on 
i^m. And as he was going away fi>e made him a Bow, 

. and humbly thank'd him for his having been fo mind- 
ful ^of.hcJCj as to. fend her Money, which, {he added* 
file was no, way able todcfcrve. He told her, Part 
of hw B«fine&,was to enquire what fhe had done to 
deferveit J and that tho' he did not queftion but fhe had 
done her Part, yfst he wanted the Satisfa£lion of know- 
ing what Succefs fhe had: Then he afk'd her, how 
much ftie had received ? fhe toli him five Guineas. 
WeU, A&fjy, faid he, but you were to blame not to, 
leave wardi-whithcir you were gone, for I fent you 
Pa Ten 
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- Ten more, but my Wife could by no means find yen 
out ; however, fays he, it {hall not beyour Lofs. 

He row'd away again, but couid not be fatisfiedto 
leave her, till h.c had talk'd with her more efifeaually.j . 
fo he row*d back a fecond time, and alk'd her, jf lhe 
could not as well be fpar'd now as at another time" 
for half an Hour's Difcourfe, or thereabouts ; aqd that 
being near the Place where the Gentlewoman liv'd, if 
(he would land and go thither, he would come to her 
to the Houfe^ ftc readily agreed » to it, and'he came 
accordingly ; Where the foflowing. Dialogue may give 
fomc Account of theit DITcourfe. 

Well, Margy^ fays the Captain, you know whom 
I hir'd you for? what Account can you give of your. 
Service ? 

Marg. Truly, Sir, I acknowledge I have but ill de- ' 
Ibrv'd my Wages. 

Ctf^/. Howib, Margy ? Iho^cyovLX little Charge 
did not prove unteachable. 

Marg. tio indeed. Sir; on the contrary he foon 
kar^'d more than I was able to teach him. 

Capt. 1 did not hire you to do more for him than yoa 
could, but as much as you could. 

Marg. He was able to teach me and all the'Family 
before he was 1 1 Years old. 

Capt, I expe<9ed -he wouW be fuch a Child as ne- 
ver was before; and that was the Reafoh I concerned 
myfelf for him ; but pray tell me, ilf<:7rgy, give me an 
Account of him. 

Marg, Sir, he has taught Religion and good Princi- 
ples to old and young) he has reformed I know not 
how many Children that have been only hfe Play- 
mates; he has inftruaed every body; People have 
come hr and Jiear to enquire after him ! He has con- 
^crte-j his Father, confounded his Mother, and much 
reform'd two of his Sifters ; and yet he is not now 12 
Vcars old: And they are not without good Reafon 
> believe that his Mother, who is furely one of the 

" • moft 
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mpft'hardeii'd and obftinate Creatures under the Sun> 
is at a little ftand, and check'd in her ufual Courfe q^ 
Erophaofinefs by him, 

[Herejhe told him the Story of the Child's Fa^ 
therms Change^ and of his Debate with his Mo-* 
thery upon the Subje^ mentioned, . ' 

Capt, Well, and why then, Margy^ do you fay you . 
have ill deferv'd your Wages ? 

Marg, Alas, Sir ! what is all this to my Part ? I . , 
have no Pretence to any Share in it ; he is taught frorfu 
Hcaven,^ and would have been all that he is now, if he 
'had never feen my Face.^ 

Capt. I don't know that, Margy ; GOD works by- 
Me^nStf yoli were his ftrft Inftruflor, 

Marg^ I could'teacfa him but little, Sir j he is (aughf . 
of GOD. 

Capt. GOD has been pleafed to ble& your Teaching, . 
x^ Margy ; you fliould rejoice in that, not difown it j 
jou taught him his. firft Knowledge of GOD, and you 
taught him firft to read the Word of GOD.* 

Marg^^\{\haA not, GOD would have found rnfiru-- 
ments J he never wants Servants .where he has Woik 
to do, 

Capt, Well, but he appointed" you to the Work ; ^re ' 
you afhanied of your Matter that employed you ? 

Marg. No, Sir, the Lord forbid 5 lam glad I was 
jnftrumental to 'do any good to my little dear Mafter; 
Yure there.never was fuch a Child upon Earth. 

Capt. Welj,^ Margy y I told you I Would hire you to * 
a^«ood Mafter, and 1 intended to have paid you your- 
Wages better, but you could not be found. 

Marg. I have been very well paid, Sir^ and particu-* 
larly by you, of whom I deferv'd nothing; for I had 
/n^ Wages very well paid befides. 

Capi. Well, Margyy its no matter for that 5 I pro- 
mlfed you Wages for GOD too, as I hir'd you for the 
Work of GOD J and I fent it you too, but my Wife 
could not find you \. but you jQiall not lofe it \ here, 

bear 
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bear Wilncfi (hat I have paid you "vottr Wages, and 
the Lord reward y^ur Labour of Love to that poor 
ORPHAN^ Jcr fucb he was y I fay, the Lord gWe 
you his Bleffing, and reward you'for it^ both here and 
forever. 

^He gives bcr '7>« Guineas^ and ,blejfe$ her 
'heartily, 

Jdarf. Sir, I neither exp^fted this^ nfor can I fey 
I have dcferv'd anyPart of 'it. 

Cap*. 1 think you have fully defervM k, Afargy, and 
may the eternal Judge at thereat Day /ay to ycuy Thai, 
forafmucb as y^u'^d this t$ flat little oney you did it unta 
him^ and reward you openly, , ' 

She bow'd io token of her Thanks to him,; bat 
could not fpetak, ber Heart was fo overcome with*What 
he bad (aid to her. 

Crpt. But Maagyy I would hire you a^atnineatneft^ 
jif you arc willing. ; 

Marg. For whom. Sir i 1 have no more littlt Ma* 
fters lib; that to inftruft. - 

Capt, But I hav^, Margy ; 1 havefwD litde Sons, 
and two little Daughters, and they waflt their Mother, 

Marg. How fo. Sir ! I believe your Lady waats^no 
Afiiftant to th^t Work. 

Capt. My Wife, Margy; did ndtwant Hc!p.; 1)iit 
I want my 'Wife, iWi^r^y j GOD ba^ deprived me of 
the Comfort, and my Children of ihe Bleffin^, oif the 
beft Wife, and the beft MpCher fn the WorldT 

Marg. I am very forry to hear it. Sir 5 hutt^oubl 
not, your Lady has laid fuch a Foundation, Sh*, as I 
can add nothing to. 

Capt. Such a Foundation, Margy ^^^s you may buik) 
wel^upon. 

; Marg, I -am forry, Sir, I am fo engaged, that % 
cannot offer you my Service, to whom latn under 
fuch Obligation. 

Capt. How are you engaged, Margy ? 

Marg. Only, Sir, that I am inTlacc Where I baw 

na 
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jwObjeftion/eitfecrtomy Wages or Ufege, andean- 
»ot therefore honeftly come away without a good Rca^ 

Copt* I would not covet my Ne^hbour's Servant, 
any more than hiS Moneys but if you can leave your 
Service, I fliall give you good Encouragement, ;A/tff;g7. 
' Morg, AJy Lady is tt^moft obliging Miftrefs that 
^ever.Servsait lived with \ and I did promife her I would, 
not leave her,^ unlefs (he put me away. 

Gqpt* But you did not bind yourfelf to her, Lhope ;. 
1 (ball give you good EncouFagcment, Margy. 

Afarg. Indetd, Sir, I cannot leave n>y Lady ho- 
nourably, nor indeed , with a goo4 Confctencev; fyt I 
.know (be d^pet^is upon me for the Care of three ChiK 
dren» :^mifch as ibr th^ dreffir^g fuid -imdreffingthem^, 
: >C^pti You \ar^ very nice in thatjCafv iWii^gy. 
. iil^S^. 'If »I co^ld be honeftlydifcbarg'd from nyr 
Lady, I would rather ferve in your Family than in ai};* 
. Fatnify »ih ^E0^aHd,*y buittto' ^ome ]aw^y dilhoneftly, 
•'00£) willnev^ prosper fnt4f J flieutd^p lb. 

Oent. tSir, 1 ^kii^^argy m^kBs*^ Confoienc^ of les'- 

,ving tier Miftrefs, who gives* h^r no -daufe to diflike 

ber Service I and I ^ckfirc^ in. iWi?r^s Favour, that 

you will nioc pre& her in any Cafir> where ihc' thinks 

-it is not juft. ... 

Capu vTt\\^\Margy^ I won't prefs you any Tfartber;. 
but this I defire^you^to prooKire ine, thut you will come 
to me when yoU arptfree frorti your Miftrefe. 

tMarg* ThatI:promile, Sifj readily,-and before ai^y 
-Mailer in £#s^/i:}»i/« .^ 

\Here Margy tahsher Uaviund gas^w^ ; and 
^tbeCapUHHjhystdkitig with the GefitUwoman^. 
the Coufin formerly mentiouid, 
Ccfpt. T\i\A Margy is the ntcell^Girl, iipon fuch 
things ,a«4befe, that eycr I met with. 
, ^Ccufm, Truly, Sii;, I muft fay.fhe is ve^-ftraitin 
( lbat'roint9 and yet, firi<niv fpe^ing, it is but juft. 
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Capt. WcH, ImUft have her to tend my Children^, 
whatever it coft me. 

Couf, I think you fliould not pufh.it; befiJes, iffbe 
really fcruplcs it in Confcience, you won't bring her- 
to it, if you would give her all you have in the 
World. 

C/ipt, Say you fo ? why that makes me ftill more- 
pofitive to have her, if it bie poffible; and I: have on# 
Way left, wjiich I believe will not fail. , 

Couf. What way is that pray ? 1 know none unlefs 
you would make a Wife of her ; and, I hope, you do 
ncJt think of that, for your Family's Take. 

Capt. Why, if I fliould, I think fee deferves the 
RefpecSl and Affcdion of any thing that loves and vsh 
' lues ^ Principle not to be imitated- m Ae World. 

Couf. Nay, Sir, if you do fo, her Lady niuft dif- 
mifs her indeed: and I otmkfSf I was afraid you had 
that in your Thoughts. 

. CopU Indeed I never had it in my Thoughts till this 
Minute, and if I think of it now, 'tis purely for my 
-Children: She' that has been fuch a voluntary Mother 
to that Child from a iilere Principle of Confcience,. 
cannot fail to be a Mothef to mfy Children, if I fliould 
ttdd fuch an OWigatiofi as that of making- her my 
Wife J befides, ihe is to be valued for herexaflHo- 
nefty, - ' 

Couf, Nay, Captain, (be wants nothing te makeher 
a compleat Wife, but. Money 5 for, I affiire you, fke 
came of a very good Family, and has been very well 
bred, tho' her Parents are low; and yet I cannot ad- 
vife you to it for many Rea(bns« 

Capt. I know not what your Reaibns afe 5 you fay 
ffae wants nothing but Money, and I want every thing 
but Moriey, fo (he is the beft Wife for me, and 1 am 
the beft Hufband for her ; but thefe things are rfc- 
i7i6te, and may never happen ; in the mean time, I 
am fore my Children want fuch a Mother, tho* I ^o 
' not want fuch a Wife. 

Couf, 
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Couf. There are abundance of Changes and Unea* 
fitieffes always attend fuch unequal Marriages ; and ^ 
would never advife any good Man to expofe himfclf l® 
the Hazard of the Change of his Fancy. 

Captj You bring me involuntarily into fuch a Dif-* 
courfe; I tell you plainly I have no fuch Vievv. 

Cffuf, But Lam afrard for you, and was^ from th« ? 
Beginning, and that made me mention tt. *- 

Capt, If ever I fliould think of fuch a Thing, I {hall ; 
do it from a Principle that is not apt to change j 1 cah ^ 
have Wives enough with good Fortunes, my own Cir- 
cumftances make it rational to expeft I could 5 biH 
thien" I rufh like^ a HOrfeinto the Battle, and venture 
upon I know not what; I know Mafgy has a Prin- 
ciple of Virtue and of Religion, and is Miftt*efs of the 
beft Family-conduft that ever I met with,' and this is > 
the only thing I want in a Wife. , 

Covf, Bi5t why may not a Woman be found as welt •- 
qualify'd with a Fortune as without^., i cannot fee the ^ 
Reafon of that* "\ 

Capt. That's* triie, it^spolSbTc; but where, is the 
Perfon, and how great is the Hazard ? Here I know ^ 
is the Woman that is (0 qualify^ 5 and i|' (he be not • 
rich, if I can make, her rich, i^ not that the fame "- 
thing. 

Cotif. Y6u lay a great ^trefs upon the Wife*s Part, . 
as if youf whole Happinefs depended upon her. 

C^//... Indeed I think it does fo, efpecially mine who - 
have four Children to betaken Caroof Soul andBody ;. -. 
'if ^ Wife (hould negledt my Children, 1 am undone, . 
I fliall kbhor the Sight of her. ^ 

Couf, Nay, I confefs Mjrgy*s fxxWy qualified for that 
Wdrk ; fee will love your Children I dare fay. 

Capt, I know this of Margy^ that if ftieihould-itot • 
take^^are of them* from a Prhiciple of AfFedion, fee t 
will from a Principle of Confcience ; I do not expe<9: : 
fee feould have the AfFeftion of a Mother^ but-LdarQ^ 
fay feewilLdo the Duty of a Mother^ . 
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Cmf. GOD forbid I (hould injure Margf fo much 
«s to go about to leflen your Value ior* hcr^ other as 
a VVifc, or as aScrvanti Iveriljrthinkflie will deferve . 
as well as any one in her Circumliance : But I am^ 
for your own Sake, and your »Family*s Sake, moving 
you againfl (Wch a kind of ^ Marriage iageneral,^ as ^un- 
equal and apt to be unhappy. 

CapU Well, Madam, tliat is jiot my prefentBufi- 
nefsj my Defire atprcfcnt is to get her to take the 
Chaige of my Family upon her, while I am abroad ^ 
and 1 beg two things of you. 

Couf, ' Any thing. Sir, but to make a Prc^fal of 
Mairkge for you. 

Capt. I don't offer it now^ nor do I think of it, if 
ihe will ^ut come and uke care of tny Children i I 
am going abroad. 

Caiff. 1 fee plainly vou will have her afterward, and 
•cf the two, you had better take her before ; ' for a W^,. 
dower marrying his own Maid, is not a thing the- 
<;Ieareft from Radian of any in the World. 

^pt. I afliire you I have no Thought of it now, noc 
•if ever I fhouM,IJ[haU not till I l»v« been ariOthes 
Voyage, which I tell you, I am now refolved upon, 
and wfio knows whatttiay fall out in that time?^ 

Ciij/I Why, I hcjQrjf you fey you had refolved ta 
htre off the Sea. 

Capt^. I had rcfolvecl fo indeed, while my Wife was^ 
alive ( but I have Idft the Delight of my Eyes, and 
fince that I have changed my Mind, and refolve to.g^ 
to the Indtes again, and this makes me fo willing ta> 
have this^Maid to manage my Children. 

Couf. 1 will do my utmoft to anfwer your End that 
.«ray, fo there is nothing of the other in it. 

,C^t. I affiire you there is not; I do notpurpofe fa 
much as to mention it to her. 

Couf, What then would you have me do ? 

Capt. I defire you would talk to Margy again, and 
^ hci if you can ;i and if (he will not come without 
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it, go 'to .her Lady, and fee if you can obtain hef 
ConGjnttoit,; perhaps when'flie knows thfeCircum* 
Jlanees, Xhe will .part with her. 
. Cauf. I won't fay one Word of (he reft; 

a^t.l am content;, anfl indeed defw:e -you wcJula' 
not; for it's what may never happen. v 

The Gentlewoman .accordingly werit the ne?ct: 
Morning to Margy^ where her Lady being: not come 
up ixomGreemmch, (he had full Lelfiire to difcourfe 
with her, and between them began the fbllqwing Dia* 
logue. 

. Couf. Margy. ITancy you wonder a/Kttfe -what ^has> 
,brouoht me to fee you this Morning ? 

Marg. So I do. Madam,- Ihope you tiave no bad 
l^wsj pray is my old little Governor well? -have j'oiii 
heard from him f : 

Cmf. Noi M^gy^ I have no bad News;; \^zvii- 
Aot heard ktcly j 1 believe *e :i9 well, 'he is i^i^the 
Countiw.; but 1 came to talk with yoii ^bodt Yetter- 
ida^'s&finefe^- and your refiifing fo ferveCapt. — -— *- 
T^vou know, Margy^ht hasl)een^very^jblvilto:you, with- 
out the leaft Otbligation,- and tif l.ina4K)tmlft«formtd, . 
Jie made y4>tt a very fine Con^pltment Yefterday, up-» 
xjnttbe old Account of 'your Service ta- my litdeCou- 
Jifl, your jSovernor as you call hinv 

Marg, ^Tis xtrue indeed, Madam^s he gave me a- 
ISum 1 w^s.atfiam'd to receive, and What to do I 
know- not 5 I vi^ouU as willingly come into his Fami- 
Jy, as iut0 aiiy Family ITcnow in the Woddi becaufe- 
I know he is a Very, religious g<^d Man,. .and has fourr 
^p.oarMbtherlefs Children, prettily brought j^p iiitherto, 
lor his Wife was an extraordrnary Mother; and the- 
Ghildren are quite /j^uto^ aW Pylanagem^nt now, and 
"jTiay be rutn'd : Bat, v/kvsx czx\ I do,.,Madaiiv? To 
. Qome away .from, my Lady vwthput any jdftj CaUfe, , 
and a, Lady that not only ufes me well, biit depends . 
upon me for the nr>ahaging her Ciuldren ? JL think "ih 
thfiowllAmmilPaita^ryaDt caadflu/w v 

' " ■ ■ c . 
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Couf, I do not know ^hat to hy to that, Margyt 
t it muft be done if it be poffible \ the Captain has 
much Depcndance upon it, that he will never think 
Children taken due Care of, unlefs they are in your 
inds ; I believe you may have an^ Wages you will 
: of him ; nay, I have Power to offer you, that what^ 
:r Wages you have here, he will double it s there- 
e do not.be in a ftrait about it^ 
Marg, If I was free,. Madam,. I fliould be-trr no 
ait; for I fliould undertai:e it as foon as you had 
ykeaof itj, ai)d;)as I am not frecj. Madam, lam irr 
ftrait neither, for I cannot do it with a fafe Confcir 
CO,, and no Rody fliould be in a ftrait to rcfufe tverj 
ing on that Accountr ~ 

Couf. Well, but Margy^ what if I fliould get your 
idy's Confent ? 

Xiarg. That's ,qu>te another Cafe, Madam ; if mj 
idy is willing, I ought in Juftice to ferve the Captain^ 
imily before arjy other \ for I have' many Obliga- 
ms on me which you know of, both from him and 
5 Wife too, when flie was Kving. 
Couf. WeU| Margy yWnov^ you have ; but the Cap- 
in does not infift upon that j you know he gave yoa 
at Money on another Account ; he gave it firft to 
gage you to do your Part confcieritroufly with my 
de Kinfman, and after, 'as a Reward for your faithful 
ifchargc of your Duty \ 1 wifti all faithful Servancs- 
d the like Encouragement. 

Marg, I did nothing but my Duty, and what that 
ar little Creature would have forced any one to do. 
Couf. Well, it is an Encouragement however, ta 
l Servants to be hoaeft'and careftil, and to difcharge 
eir Duty well i yoa fee G'OD wilt find Ways to 
ve them rewarded even iathisWbrldj and if they 
lo are concernM will not do it, Strangers fljall^ tRc 
iptain had- no more Concern in that Child, or in that 
imllv^ than you had before you Were their Servant ; 
ly . id it in a Principle of genfcrous^Ibirity to the Sotil 
3 of 
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of tire poor Child, whom he fa\v abandon^ by its own 
Parents. 

Marg. I know h. Madam, it was all Charit/ iii 
him-; but I look farther, I think it was all from a 
higher. Hand, both to the Child and to mp: I ani 
perfuaded that Child has been the peculiar Care cff 
Heaven from its Infancy j and as to me,.I blefs GOD 
that I ever had the Charge of him 5 not that I have donb 
the Child fo much good as another might have done 
h 5 but I am fure the Child -has been a Mej^ns to db 
me a great deal of good, it had fomething of thb 
higheft Principles of Chriftianity in it, from the veiy - 
Cradle. 

Couf. Now, Margy^ it is from the fame Principlfe 
of Chriftian Affeftion to the Souls of his own Children, 
befides his fatherly Concern for them, that the Cap- 
tain defires you to come and take care of them; thejfr 
Mother is gone, and he talks of going to Sea agairf, 
and he cannot go away with any Peace, if his Chih- 
dren are not left in fome Hand that he can be eafy 
with. T 

Marg. It is^ a great Charge, Madam, for me to take 
upon me; if there was but one, I could do it pretty 
well, and ihould do my Endeavour ; but four Chit 
dren, and all of them fmall ones, is a Burthen too 
heavy for me. 

Couf. He will let you have what Help you can dTg^ 
fire, Margy ; you fliall have no lefs than two Servant* 
under you ; he only wants you to have the Govern- 
ment of them. 

Marg. Well, Madam, I can fay no n[»ore than tht5, 
if my Lady, that I am now with, difmtiTes me, I (hill 
be willing to do what I can^ 

The Coufm was faithful to her Word, and took not 
the Ical't Notice of the other Affair; neither wotild Are 
fay any more to her at that time, refolvin^ to talk 
with her Miftrefs ; and knowing where the Lady was 
at Granwhh^ (he immediately takes Boat and goes 

dowa 
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down taheits andttUs her ihe whole Story of Jtl?;^ 
and theCaptain, as it related to the Child (he had 
feeoded btfbie, and the Captatn^s Defite now .to have 
lierfor the Condu(£tof his own Children; and,.Ma- 
Azm^Ji^s Jhtf I come from the C^ain toiieg your 
Xadyujp's C^nieiitftoiuut with hex. 

.La4y* Indeed, .Maaan\, yxxu come M^ith the moft 
unwekome Mefiage in :tbe World to me,; the Cqptaia^ 
18 in the rigbLto deuce her, ^nl ibews that he is a true^ 
Mather to his Children^ but I fhould be ms ill a. Mo*- 
iherXD mine if I ^ihould part with her, for fure.thera 
never was fuch a Servant in any Uoufe.; andrtherefbrQt. 
Madam,, if you have any Senfe of Juftice, do. not at* 
tempt to rob me of a^Seitvant that I take to.be as Jacob ^ 
was to Lakan^ a Bleffing to my Family. 

Couf. Madanvyoii put.me ^ thegreateft Strakin 
the world, I fcarce know how to ad .in.fucb^n.Af<» 
£iir; l>ut'the Captain has 'laid g^at OhUgations 'upon* 
Mar^i and ihe ousht a little ^o con£der ibem. 

Lady. Kay^ Madam, I hope«you>wIlL not tamper^ 
iriith her, to entice her away. 

£Qj^f. Ifo, Madam, neither is ihe to be .taoiper'd: 
with ; if ihe i«ece to have Jtea ximes the Ws^es yoi^ 
^ve.iiAi;, ihe won't come .away without your JLeave^ . 

Xa^» fiutthenl find youthave mov'diit t« her. 

Ccuf. Not in any. unfair way, Madamji.a&re ;you»^ 
^as you (hall know afterjwards. 

Lady. Butdid Ihedclitc youloafkmyConfait? 

C^nf. No indeed. Madam, I muft do her that Ju-* 
fticc^; fee is fo ftiflTin that Point, that fee wauld not^ 
oonfentthat I feould come'toafk-you. She. (ays, you^^ 
hai« been very .^Qod to. hcr^ and fee has rnoihing-to- 
complaln^of j and tho* fee owns her Obligjuion to t'he 
.Captain, andtho' he ofFet'd to double her Wages^, fee 
iays fee pannot in Con(oiencc guit your Eamily, where 
fee thinks you have fome little Dependance on her S.er- 
vice among your Children ^„: nothing can kring her to - 
it but your Confent.. 

Ladj/:4 
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\ 'Lady. Why then your fiiffineft ts-atan^flodf ^fiur the 
Captain may ^e Iatt5fied» that the vnsj tfamc Reafioit^ 
-v^hich unikcs'him defife'to^bavc bcp^ imdoea mevdcfiie' 
Ho keep'lier ; an9 you 'maybe^stfiurod •you -wiU nevtr 
have my Confent, no hardjv if he woula:niarr£!hcar. 

and fo did the Captain ; and if I ^had^not had fizoHi^ 
thing to fay, which I did l^licve^you could Dotiixfif}^ 
I had not given you this Trouble* T^b fwident rthc: 
Maid wotild not &n 4without your ^Difmiis:; and we 
knew no Lady, that 'had any Affe3ion)for lier^Chi)- 
^dten, land Senfe of the Manner with which this.Maid 
kcb»'es herieif among Children ,.twould part^whhihec^ 
?ad tierefore I-muft own,^^ believe, :the' I am not jeni*. 
^power'd to tell jtou fopofitively, that rather than ii^ 
Children (hallwcant'fuch.a Teachec, be will^^caie time 
or othcr^ make her thehr Mbtber. 

]^Htre Jfii re^etS^i -At, Pijamrfe ks$Wiat *iie ; 
K^optain andiht Maui^ and^ kOwAiu ib^ 
Captain xindherfdfy 4ftvr th$ Maidwnsi 
gmcM 
LaJyk Then my poor Ctalldren^ite fuin'4; 

€ouf. OKTa^amJ-^'notfey lb,yourChildren,A/^ 
fid be <y^2>,'^ve their Mather iwhile^our hzAyM^.^ 
Jives they Will never -wwjt an inQxw&QU The Cap- 
tain !$. are left to the wide Wo«ld^ without a Mother^, 
and, ^'h£ gfis abroaS^ without a fVither too. 

Lady. I tell you, thi« Maid has ^jcen ^atfer, Md- 
Iher, Nurfe, School miftrefs, every thing to my CJiiU 
dren \ (he is a Pattern to allthe'Servants m the Nation ^ 
flieha^aHule with^her, that 1 fear Maid- fervants that 
tend Children tnow little df. 

C?/^ I'know -not what ^erRiiles are, but I, know 
what her Pradice was when flxe tended my little- 
Coufirt. . 

J^Here Jht relates to hen the Cmdu£f'rfthe Maid 
Yihh the little Child her Cfiufm^ 
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lady^ One of her Rules is, that when a Maid-Ser* 
vant takes uppti' her to tend little Children^ it is hd^ 
Duty to infimfl and teach them, as well as tend and 
wait upon them j I v^ifh all Maid-fervants obfefv'd the 
fame Method* 

Oovf, Indeed, Madam, I believe few Maid-(ervant& > 
mind that Part much. 

Ladf, On the contrary, they teach Children little 
fimple Songs, bad Words and JU Habits; but this is 
fuch a confcientious. Creature, fhe makes Children 
Chriftians even before they know what a Chiriftian is ; 
ihe teaches them the Fear and Knowledge of G O D> 
even before fhe is able^tomsdce them read* 

Couf. She has aliba moft affectionate way with her, 
to bring Children to love what they learo, and they . 
come out of her Hands ftrangely altered. 

Ladf. Altered Madam ! my Children are quite aii- 
otber lort of Creatures, fince ihe has had them ; fhe 
infafes things- infenfibly into them; th^y learn Man* 
ners. Duty and. Religion, ^U tQg^ther, of her. I have 
a little Child here, my Daughter, that is but five 
Years old, and I am fure when it came. to heritUiad 
learn'd nothing but little foolifh Anfwers to common 
Queftions, which it underftood nothing of ^en it 
fj^ke ; and a great many little, fimple Songs, which 
were fcarce fit for Children to repeat ; but,iiow we hear 
nothing at all of 4heau- 

Coup No/ Madam, I believe Margy would foon 
pcrfuade the Child %Soi that. 

Lady, I know not what fhe has done, but I afTuje 
you the little Creature fetch'd X^ars out of my Eyes 
one Night fince wevCome hither, to fee how it adcd 
when it wanted Margy y for yoa know, fhe flays jit 
London fometimes wiule we are here* Til tell you a 
Ihort Story of ber» , . 

I made the Child lie with me one Night, Mangy 
bcing'away, and I p\x\ hep to Bed myfelf, not caring 
to truft Any. other Servaati when^I had almoft un- 
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i^'refs^d her, (he pull'd mC) and pidl'd me turo or three 
times, and I could not imagine- what the Child 
meant : At I aft (he look'd up irt my Face very fteadi- 
]y, but fatd nothing ; and ftill I did not underftand 
the Child. When flic could find no way to make me 
know what (he meant without fpeaking, fhe fays two 
or three times over, Down Mamma ^ d$%vn Mamma ;, 
Down my Dear^ faid l\ what muft I fit down for ? 
She pulls me again, D&wn Mamma^ fays (he : fo I fat 
down upon a little Stool, Noy down here^ Mamma ^ 
fays the Child-, looking on one fide of the Stool, So 
ftupid a Fool was I all this while, that I could not yet 
imagine what the Child meant. So it faid again^ 
Down here Mammoy and points to the Floor. Not 
dreaming yet what (he meant,- I laugh'd at her; 
Whaty muft I fit upon the Floor ? ye fimpie little Rogue 
vou J /aid /, no, no, TU' fit here. With that the Child 
looking mighty grave, and a little tending towards 
crying, fays to me, Down/o, Alamma^ and claps down 
upon its Knees. This a little ftartled me : my Dear^ 
faid I, / did -not' underftand thee: Come then^ kneel 
down and fay your Prayers. It would^ not do .yet> this 
was not what the Child meant. JS&,* Mamma^ f?ys 
-the Child, you kneel down ^ fay Prayers. 

Couf, It was very pretty indeed. 

Lady. Pretty, Madam! *twas fuch. a Reproach ta 
me, my very Blood and Bowels turn'cl within me, 
and I knew not what to fay or do>;, it was a long 
^hile before I could fpeak to the Child, and it begaa 
to pull me again. At laft I faid, why? my Dear^ 
why muft I fay Prayers? Margy is- gone ^ Mammae 
ftys the Child. Why, my Dear, fays I, does Margy 
kneel down fo always and fay Prayers when you g» 
to Bed ? Xes Mamma, fays the Child, and me too, I 
faid nothing a while ; for indeed my Heart was fuUu 
But after a little more Stop, ftys the Child,. Mamma, 
May we go to Bed without fay Prayers ? No, no^ my 
Dear, fays I j^. tiio' GOD kaows>,my Hean Teproached 

roe,. 
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me, that I had clone it many a time. The ChiI4 
continued to teize me again ; Do then^ Marmnay (ays 
ihc, and ptslls me by the Apron v Then Tears burft 
out of my Eyes in fpite 6f my Refiftance, and I took 
the poor little Creature In my Arms> and kneel'd 
down with it, and pray'd to GOD^to bleis it«s wcU 
as I could \ for I was hardly able to fpeak* 
^'Couf. It was very moving indeed* 

Lady. But it didnot end heue. When I had fet the 
Child down, and was fteppM a little way from it, /« 
ttllyou tht Truths to givi vent a little to my Pajjmts^ 
I turn'd about. after iome time, to fee what the Child, 
was domg» becaufe I did iiot hdar it ;, and the dear 
little Creature was gone to the Foot of the Bed,, and 
kneel'd down, and prayii^ fdftly iby itfelf* Judge 
you Madam, what a Sight this was to a Mother tt^t 
really had never had any hand in the.bappy'Inftr4U> 
tion that had brought it to this. After &Mne time X 
a&'xl her, if Margy taught her to do fi>? and ibe f<rid, 
Xes. Then l.aflc^d her how^dftea? iaud iho feid, €%eTyt 
^>It^htand' nvery Momitig. lAnd this is ChelMaid^you 
mre comie to take away fronvme. 

Co(if. WbIU M^dam, JjutUs fhe has carry*d your 
Children on fa.well ami fo far.;,for thi%4(Uppofe, b. 
your yojingeft, yourCaa the better fpareher.v'ihe has 
caught them very happily I find hithertov 
, Lady. Taught them ! fhe has taught them and taught 
jneitoo J ih.e:is a Pattern to all Servants, ay, and Mt- 
iflceffirs.too, for the CondtxEl of ChUdfei^ , 
, ^Goitf. Well, MadanfH atkl oan yoablame- the-Cap^ 
Aun for de&ring fuch a Teacher Cor his^Children ? 

l^dy, No.indee<}, ndr for taking 'fuch a one to be 
.<hi6 Wife neithrr ; fince I under Aand he is vaflly ricb>. 
*ind needs not value the marrying a Wife without 
^Mcftioy. 

. X^uf^ Indeed tho' I am ^vexy nuurb *Mtirgyh Siriendt 
yet ,1 have argued againft Jicr>; for fuffb.^unequat 
iMatchc^ arenot alwajnthe miciftiyaBpy.. 

Lady^ 

I * 
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(Eiwfy. 1 have noihirtg to 3o wkh that;^but JvtSkte 
-yoti, IWSyfxyMsfo well bred, fo mocleft, atid of fo'ex-^ 
cellertt a T<;mper, that fte will ndt ill' become *lvcr 
Condition, if fhe was to rife much higher. 

Gw/ Will, Madam, Mrrgy has not •dtferv'd fo 
well of you in vttifi. 

LaHy. 1 do but do her Juftice, I aflure you, and th<^* 
1 ought not to re^ticat What is fo muth for her good, 

Jet I cannot but own to you, the Loiswill be irrep?^ 
leto me. 

Here the ©tftourfe brofce off, and ifteGentl^wo* 
^man eomes aWay, t and comes dirctftly to Mar^j and 
'bcgms 'a<new Dtfcourfe with her. Well, Mafgy^ fay» 
fhe, you have the btft Miftrefi that ever ServantJliv'iJ 
with, and you are as much in her'Favour J but I have 
got herOonfent. 

Marg. Is it jxjffibte? Is my Miftrtfs fo free to patt 
with me then? 

Lady. No, *mdtcd, Mfrgy, fce istiat*fmim%«Uig ^wit- 
ling ; but fee fees it is*iw jsour-Qodtf, 'flAdffteccwems 
upon that -Account, and^notother, I^fltireybu* 

Mar^. That ' is IliH laying the higheft Ofiligation 
upon mc^to *ftay with* her. 

To cut •fliort this Part of the Btoiy, 'the* End oF 

which is'to inftrwft Sfervants in what is th»5ir Duty, 

•when little Ctiildr^ come irito^their Hands; thut 

* they 'are to "do .njor<fc than dr^fs'^nd un^^fe thein„ 

and to 'encottrage them to' ir; 1 fey -this *was the End 

of this Part. But to cut itftort'; Wh^n Mar^y had 

heard by her l,ady, that there had keen fome Dif- 

' courfe of the Captain making her his W!fe, (he was. 

more averfe to goil^g away than btfoi^, refolving not 

. 'to be a'Se'rvamt 'tn ^his Family upotit any Tertt)5 wbat- 

foever : So the Difcoiirfe df^thofe tmngs bfo4ce oJT^ 

.-and it was hot till 'two^¥eaTs fitter, ^hatthe^Csiptaia 

returning again 'from Sea, found W out^nd^mari^d 

^bcr, iiStectt'te wse ^bis Wife ^ben ^ Youth (foe 
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he was then 14 Years old) jwbom (he had £fft browght: 
up, being Fathcrlefs and Mothcrlefs, as is n$ted abov$^ 
was by the Courfe of, his Father's Will, left to the 
Care of the Captain ; and he knowing how-grateful it. 
would be to his Wife, as well as from a (incere Affec- 
tion to the Child, took him Home>^sand made him like . 
one oi his own.: 

Here he ^was ufed with fuch an Affedion» {\jxh\ 
Tendcrnefs and fuch Care, that he was farfrom»hav«* 
ing anv Lofs either of Father or Mother ^^andtiaffcr 
he had been furnifhed with ail the needful Tarts of^ 
Learning to fit him for the'Work,^b0cr9)ea'Miiiifter ;.. 
and prov'd an extraordinary Mao,. as .well for Piety, 
and Principle^ as Capacity-; and the Captain, to make : 
him finally and. effodually his^own, marry'd him.to^ 
his cideft Daughter, with whom he receit'd a. vety 
comfortable Fortune of 8000 /.' Thus Providence 

• fini(bed the Work, which* was in fi> eminent a Manner 
begun in this Child, Angling him out from his Infancy, 
to be an tionoui: and fincouragen^nt to the Profeifion 
of Religion, andtquatifyijDg^imeveaia his Infancy to 
be an Inftru£lor.of others; fo that he. might be faid to 

: he. a Minif^r.of xhe^Gofpel from hi^ Cradle. 

I muft go back now to the Citizen whom I was fpeak- 
ifig of; & had liften'd with great Attention to this 
Story ; and when it was finifbed, he fays to his pious 
Neighbour), who told it, thi^ is a Story full of admi-* 

. rabl^ Examples, as. well among the whole Family as . 
in tb^ Servant: Indeed^ ^«//iu^^i/ ii/^, I have, wanted^ 
fttctv^ Servant in my Family ; .had my I^oufe-keeper 
been a Margy^ my Children hjid been better brought 
up ; it was for want of early inftru6iion that they put ^ 
me to the trouble, of- violent CorreSion ;.if they had 
had fuch a foft .Teacher, jI Jiad, I bclicy^, never been 
fiich a p^flipnate furious vFaiber* ; ^ , , 

N/^k*[ Wit^o^t doubt /cicb -Servants are a Bleffing- 
to a Family, wherever they are found. 
Ffi, Byt w.b?a I jfcflcS uppp ,Jjny Conduft w th my 

Children^,' 
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^tSkiklren, mjMvrctched Want of Temper, my Purjrin 
correaing, and dreadful Negleft of inftrufting, \ 
think, if their Mother had lived to teach them h?rfelf, 
orif 1 had had zMargy to edutate'them, I &ouId have 
made a Bedlam erf" my Hotrfe in fpite of it all : yoa 
can bring no Infhince in all your Experience, that can 
fliew me the Abfurdity of my Conduft; latnoneof' 
them that never learn the Evil of their <>>nduft, but ■ 
by the Confeqaences. • i ; ^ . 

Neigh, That's an Expcrance that brtnj^i'Refledioii^ 
vKt^ i V^ but is generally too late to give Inftru£tioif . 

Fa. Mens Eyes are open to every other Peoples 
Failings, but 'flnlt to their own Infirmities. The fame 
Paffion which mcapacitates them to confult their 
Reafon^ blinds their .Eyes, that they cannot^fee their ' 
owa Temper, 

NiigiK' The beft Way then to cohviace a paffitfnate 
Maa^ his FoUy, is to let him fee his own Pi<Stune 
drawn' to the Life in another Man's Praflice. 

'Fa, I know not whether you can find out a Parallel 
to reprefentme to myfclf or no ; there are flew fo bad 
ad I have been. ^ 

- Nngh. T0s^ yeSy I know a Man that went farbe^ 
yond ydu, and with this Addition too, that he made 
♦his whale Family miferable and himfelftoo:. His Paf- 
fiondeftroy'd ev^ry thing that could be called Coinfort 
orHappincfs. - 

J^a, Perhaps he had great Provocations. 

Neigh, Thc'lcafl:t>fjiny Man Hvihg ; he bad an cic- - 
cdlent Wife,, dutiful and w^-accomplifhed Children,, 
eafy Circumftances, every thing but his own Pafians 
cwifpircd to niakc him happy ; and thofe Paffions made 
him, and all thofe that belonged to him, miferable. 

Fa. He was then a Man of no Morals or Religion. 

Neighk Yes, he was a Man bothof Morah and Re- 
ligion, and a mighty, pteafant good- bumour'd Man, ex- 
cept only in his waiit of Temper. 

Fa. Eafily.provoHcd, I fuppofe; 

Neigh* 
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Neak., Ay^ ayi^ all Titodcr ! fiiVl^ vmtk btftroAie; 
%>ar)B|. aoi very hard to por out 

JSihr. How did^hts Wife doc^.hetrit? 

Nfigiu^Skfi vn» a Woman ofttbatrndorirabfePrnf^ 
dtfoce^ diatlhe never ad4ed. fuel toi tbe.Rirefo£ US'; 
Paffiona ; btttAtidyc'd, by all pofiUeSttCbeds, t<^^re- 
vtot tbor Frlamc breaking otKt, and to aUay aod prevent 
tbfrfurjF df: itwhemit wa&raircdv 

Fa. That was doing her DutyiHrtL-'PmftS^n'in*^ 
do9^;.Eiiitiwb»a}i7eris:8Ma^a& tbatPart ? 

NeigM. Y6a(biUjttdgecfftU»!vriieo jK>iiludre.heard 
bm tibe StQcjfw 
' Fiu. G6onihei^.1br lam imt^tieot^toilmat its 
- NtigK Thoy^ baiLieverBl Ctuidreiiii aod^ generaHf * 
th^ vt^taidbac aad .welL incHno^ noaritMlajadtfi^ 
their Father^s fad Example, Among other: Inftincetri 
o£: the pafio^patfi' Temper: of} tfaii Mui, this WB$:one; 
That if ibetmet with any DifappoiainMBC in Jib A&ixsv 
abroad ; if any Loft, happcmd $ i^ any. Miftaloer was'> 
committed in his Bufioefe^ nay, evenrthci^ itwas d&oe 
byiiimfelf; in* a- iMor^y, whatever diibrdsredhtnr; An? 
broad, the Diftemper of his Paffions was'fitfejtOfiventc 
itfcif 2k bome:^ and : whether t* was, Wificf ChtWfen, 
or Servants^ wtoever came firfii; in hisiway^.h^ was^* 
furc ta quarrel witkthcm. 

. Nay, & viokntwas the Elameof ht«uRaffl9nai.whca : 
anything had thus prepared the Way for thenars that. 
he was not at ail in hw own'<5overnment^ htsAiiger 
waa all Rage, arid tiis BIows^ whethei^ upon his Cbil* ^ 
d(en*or Servants, o^entimei proved dar^erou& to them^ . 
as you ihall hearpcefently^ 

And yet after, his PaiSoa waax>ver, vshicbwmn^ 
long miiher^ no Man was m«>ire conq^ned for it..than 
he 5 infomuCh^ that if he had beaiaa anvof his Set* 
vants, he would, bo very, aoxious^ left ne had done 
them : any. Miichtefqi and he haii^flcafenrto be fo iu- 
deed ; £pr he had once flrmck a. yoosig Mai» that)was . 
his Apprentice an unhappy. Bl^vi> whioh\ ^A. him a 

, very 
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^^al of Mon^ to make it* ups I think' it was^mivc 
Jsioo /i^ he-patd on- that Accdum. 

Fsi. His. Wife had a fa4 Time of it^ fOro) hownM 
be carry it to berj prav ? 

Neigh. It id not caly to gutfs what a Pbfl^a prudent^ 
tettder^ fober Wbiiian muft-have^ to be' Wife to^fuch. 
ir Fury, and what Terror muft be upon her- Thoughts 
wherrfhefawlHrti-iA tbeAPaffions^ lel^in a R^ge h« 
-fttould' mifcfaief her^Ghild#eny or- perhaps himfelf ; for 
his PaflioRS Wbuld r4in him up fometimes to. that Ex* 
travagance, that* if th«<5fejea'of his Atigw* was out of ^ 
his Reachi he would vent*it upon him(<d^ and tear his 
very Fkfh for Anger. * - 

Pci He was- a- Fury indeed, a mere Madman ! 

Neigh. It would have mov'd any one to-Phy^ that 
•had obferved hij» in any of tbefeFit* of Anger^ toffee 
bow he was perfectly deliiddus, how he Would ftanip 
upon the Gfound, ftdke himfelfi^n thoFace^ tear his 
Cloaths ; he badm Hair on- his Headi or he wmld cer<^ 
tainly htroe'Jhewn bis VMince on- thai very ofUn ; but he 
has many times thrown bis Perriwig and Bat into the 
Fire ; and one time, one of his . Sons having wicked!]^ 
taken up fome Money abroad without his Ord^, he 
was fo enraged at ir, that not having his Son at hand 
to {hew his Anger upon, he frtftchcd up a Knife and 
ftabb'd it into hts own BeHy, and it was with great 
Drflfculty that his Life was faved. 

Fk, Such a Manihouid have been tied^upin adarlc 
Room 5 he {hould have been put under Cureto thofo 
that keep Lunaticks. 

Neigh. No^ he Was not lunatiick 5 his Sehfes were> 
pcrfe^V and entire, except as above. 
' Fu, Wdl; but as to his Wife. 

Neigh, As Ifaid^ 'Tis hard to guets what a Condi*, 
tion his' Wife and all his Family were in upon tbefe 
Occafions j what Terror it was to them^ and how they 

. fcarce 
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fcarce knew whom to be frighted moft for, whether he 
that was angry,, orthofethathe was angry with. 

vHis Wife.> in the firft Part of their Time, bore great 
f)art of their Weight, and many a terrible Storm fl^ 
went through with him ; which tho' very grievous to 
her, yet (he had not that Concern upon her, as fbe had 
after ihe had Children \ for, a$ I have heard her often 
fay^ fhe had not for 20 Years one quiet Day, for fear, 
left ui fome of his Paffions, he IhouM, perhaps by fome 
unhappy Blow,. ruin, or perhaps kill one of his CKilr 
dren, which would have £nilhed the Ruin of the 
Whole. 

In this Diftrefs (he had need of all her Prudence ^ 
and indeed it required a great deal of Temper^ Cou- 
rage and Wifdom, to know how to a£i: in thefe Ex- 
ceues of his Paffions, and how to fkreen her Children 
from the<3onfequences of them. 

While they were youngs the Weight of their Edu- 
cation lay wholly upon her 5 for tho' he was a Man of 
good Scnfe when he was himfelf, yet he was fo often 
out of his own Govetnment, by this Infirmity of his 
Temper, that it was not to be expeded he could do 
much in the InJiruSiion of bis Children, for whom he 
did fo little by Example. . 

• On the other band, all Family Religion was per* 
itOXy deftroy'd 5 for tho' at firft the Man began well 
enough, and having been religioufly educated, aSed 
in his Family like one refolv'd to have a well-order'd 
Houfe, yet as our Paffions like a ftrpng Diftemper al- 
ways increafe with our Yegrs, fo* the Occafions per- 
haps: returning oftener, as his Family and Bufmefs in- 
creafed, and efpecially, as they gained more upon him, 
as he grew oldqr, for his Fits of Rage 'return 'd oftner, 
dwelt longer upon him, made him more fubje£l to be 
provoked, and longer a cooling when heated ^ till in 
ihort it became a mereDifeafe, a Difordcr ofhis Con- 
i^itution, and not only could not be cur*d, but, ren- 
dered him almoft unconverfable. 

Fa. 
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Fa, Why, you are defcribing a Madman, a mere 
Lunatick ; you do well to fay he is pofTefs'd. 

Neigh. Well, call it what you will, I muft defcribe 
it as it is. The Man was not a -Lunatick ; tho' indeed 
his Paffions had a full Pofleffion of him. 

Fa. Najr, then the Devil may be faid to have Pof* 
feffionofhim. 

Neigh. Not in the common Acceptation of it, tho* 
in efFed there may be no great DiiFerence. 

Fa. A Man whbfe Paffions have a full Dominion 
over him, and who is given tip to the Power of his 
own Rage ; what is he lefi than pofleiTed with the 
Devil ? ^ 

Neigh. Well, we won't difpute that now 5 there is 
* fome Difference, but not much, I confefs. 

Fa. Well, go on ; you fay it deftroyed all Family- 
Religion, and well it might indeed. 

Neigh. 'Tis true, it could not be otherwife, he was' 
feldom in a Temper for Family Worlhip ; and befides, 
when he was out of Humour, he did fo many extra- 
vagant Things, fo inconfiftent with a n>an of Reli- 
gion, and fo unfui table to the Practice of one who 
^ profefled better ; that when he was himfelf again, the 
Regret at what had pafled made him even afliamed to 
appear to call his Family together to worfliip GOD 5 
and this re^rned fo often, that at laft it drove Family- 
Prayer quite out of the Houfe, except what was dona 
in private by his religious and adSifted Wife. • 

Fa. What did his Wife do in that Cafe ? 

Neigh. You (hall hear more of her by and by ; flie 
had a hard Talk you may be fure, firft to endeavour to 
allay his Heats, and bring him to Temper, in which 
her Succefs was but very little: And next,. as to her 
Children : for as in the firft Part of her Time (he had 
the Burden of their Education upon her ; fo, as they 
grew up^ (he had it ftill heavier upon her to bring them 
to bear the Excurftons of their Father's Temper, and not ^ 
retort upon him in undutiful Speeches or Behaviour, * 

Vol. II. Q. which 
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which might have had fatal EfEb^s» either upon hini> 
or upon them, and perhaps upon both; befidles, a con- 
tinual Dread upon her Mind, as I havefaid, left fomc 
Mifchief (hould happen on thefe fad Gccafions^ 

It happened once upon fome trivial Offence, (omc^ 
what like thi$ of you* Son, that he was in a violent 
Paffion with one of his Sons, then but a Boy,^ and was 
juft going to ftrjkc hiro with a great Bavy which he 
had fnatched up in his Haje^ and which, had he ftruck 
him with it, muft have killed him, oir at beft very 
ipuch mifchiefd him. The Boy was fo terrified, that 
he cried Murder m a frightful manner; and the Father 
was fo furprized at the Child> crying Murder^ that in 
a Momerit all his Paffion left him ; the Bar fell out of 
his Hand, and he fell imp a violent Trembling, a^ 
if he had been in the cold Fit of an Ague. His Wife, 
who was not far off, hearing the Child cry Murd£r^ 
came running into the Room terribly frighted, you 
may be fure,' not doubting but he had done the Chjld 
fome Mifchief ; but fhe foon found her Hufband more 
the Obje6l of her Concern than the . Child ; for he 
Hood in that Pofture like one amazed, ftupid, and 
fpeechlefs for a good while. She ran immediately to 
fetch fomething togive him, and with much Difficulty 
^le got him to take what £hc brought him, and to fit 
down. 

It was more than an Hour before he -came to him* 
fclf enough to fpeak, and v/hen he did fo, the firft 
. Qicftion^eaflced was, 7i/Z'^C<^/7^tf//w7^ His Wife, 
who knew from the Boy himfelf that his Father had 
not ftruck. him, anfwered with fome Surprize at the 
Qiieftlop, Alive y my Dear^! yes, lohy do you ajk fuch a 
<^ue/iion? Why^ faid be, hant J killed him with that 
'b^ow ? NOr my Dear, f^ys Jh^y.thQ Lord be praifed, 
you have not killed him. Wkcre'h hy fays his Fa- 
ther ? -He is in the next Room, fays hi3 Wife. Let 
me fee himy fays he. His Wife was fotry then that (he 
'had faid he was in tl;^ next, Roonr, and was dreadfully 
/ frighted 
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frighted when he alked to fee him ; and fo was the 
Child too, left his Pafiion fliould return : But there 
was no Reafon for their Apprchenfions, for when the 
Child capie in, his Father was in as great an Agony; 
as he was in before ; he took the Boy in his Arms, and 
kifled him a thoufand times, with all the Tranfport 
pf a violent AiFeflion, the Tears running down his 
Face all the while ; but was not able to fpcak a Word 
to him. 

Fa\ You have brdught me the PicJlure of a paffionate 
Man indeed \ I think nothing can come up to this j I hope 
you will allow this Man to go beyond me ? 

Neigh, I told you I would give you an Opportunity 
to hate your own Excefs, by fliewing you one worfe 
than yourfelf J and that at leaft you may fee the dan- 
gerous Coniequencc of uiigovcrned Paflion, cfpccially 
in Matters of Families. 

Fa, But what made him a(k if ie had not killed his 
Child, when you fay he had not ftruck him ? 

Neigh. Why, the Cafe was thisy -lifting up the Bar 
to ftrike the Boy, it ftruck againft a Door, that ftood 
open juft behind him j and his Surprize at the Boy's 
crying Murder^ together with the Blow agai^nft the 
Door, fo ftupify'd him, that he perfe<5tly forgot what 
bad pafs'd, and thought he had knocked the Child 
down* 

Fa. Another Proof ftill of the demented State a Man 
is in under the Influence of his own violent PaiHon \ I 
take you right ^ it touches me very fenjibly^ 

Neigh, I hope you do not take ill the Application. 
Fci' No, no 5 it is not you that apply it, the Appli- 
cation <is natural ; the Knowledge 1 have of my own 
Folly and Weaknefs, forces the Application upon me. 

Neigh, That's the true Way thatwefliould apply 
all pradical Inftrudion. 

Fa. Well, how ended the Fray ? 
Neigh. He recovered after fonae time ; b it remain- 
ing ytty much put of Order, his Wife perfuaded him 
0^2 to 
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to goto Bed, which he did, and remained indifpofed 
two or three Days. 

Fa. But how was be then ? Had it any EfFeA upon 
him towards the future Government of himfelf ? 

Neigh. His Wife took that Opportunity, gravely, 
but with great Caution, atid in the tendered, calmeft 
Manner in the World, to perfuade him to guard a- 
gainft his PaiBons ; and particularly by mentioning fre- 
quently to him the good Providence that prevented his 
killing his own Child. 

Fa. Well, fhe afled a very Chriftian Part ; but 
what £flFe£l had it upon bim ? 

Neigh. A good prefent EfFefl -, it melted him into 
Tears, and even into a Paffion at himfelf, for being 
fuch a Slave to his furious Temper y and he made a 
great many Vows and Promifes to bridle his' Anger. 

Fa. But did he keep thofe Vows and Promifes ? 

Neigh. Truly, but a very little while ! Vows and 
Promifes area weak Guar^, where Divine Affiflrance^ 
docs not join its Power. It was not a Month after, 
when, upon a very little Provocation, be fell upon 
another of his Sons, and was fo blinded with his Paf^ 
fion, that his Wife, running in to fave the Child, got 
a great Blow on her Shoulder and Breaft, which 
bruifed her very much, and laid her up for two Months 
after, and it was greatly feared fhe would have had 
a Cancer in Her Breaft. 

Fa. Well, was the Wife.in no PafEon at all this ? 

Neigh. No, never ; as flie a<9ed with Tendernefs 
for her Children, fo flie afted with the greateft Calm- 
nefs towards him 5 never replying to bim, or arguing 
and blaming him while the Paffion was warm upon 
him i but referving herfelf to a Time proper for fuch 
Work, and then fhe endeavoured to reafon with him, 
^nd perfuade him, and by that prudent Method, though- 
fie could not prevail to root out what was planted in 
Us very Nature, yet fhe alli'.y'rf many a Heat, 
quenched many aFlame, prevented many anirriiption 
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by. her Prudence, which might othcrwife have over- 
whelin'd.hiin and his Family. 

Fa. But what came of the Family ? You fay all Fa- 
mily-Religion was deftrcy'd. 

Neigh. Frulv all hrs Part of it dy'd, you may be 

" fure ; what Inftru£lion can any Parent give, that gives 

no Example ? What Weight in any Reproof when his 

own Practice would deftroy the Authority, and take 

away the very Reafon of it. 

Fa. A Father indeed can ill reprove a Child, when 
the Child fees him t^'J^y Day pra<5lifing worfe things 
than thofe wJiich he reproves, for. . 

Neigh. Befides he was never in Temper to reprove ; 
bo.\V could he argue, perfuade, convince, entreat, and 
then by gentle Degrees enforce his Pcrfuafions by Com- 
mandsi threaten without Anger ; and " ■ ■■ 

\^Here he made a little Stop^ 
Fa, I underftand. yon tho* ycu. Sop ; zrA •— — sii4 
what ? And corre£i without Pajfwi^ that's what you 
would fay. 

Neigh, Why indeed fo it is ; and what muft a Maft 
do to correft a Child, who when he does it muft be iiv 
a Paflion ; and in that Paffion does not know whether 
he has killed his Child or no ? 

Fa. Nay, does not know whether he ftruck the 
Door behind him, or his Son before him 5 the Cafe i& 
lively enough to the Purpofe. 

Neigh. It is very true, fuch a Man can never be fit 
to correft a Child. 

Fa. No, nor any Man in fuch a Paffion 5 I grant 
all you fay. 

Neigh. It could not bc^ and therefore you cannot 
wonder, I fay, that this Violence of his Temper and 
Paffion deftroyed all his Senfe of Duty, or at-leaft ut- 
terly unfitted him for the Performance of it. 

Fa. The Confequence is very fad to confider of; 
for without doubt it is fo in proportion in all Families, 
and I am fure it has been fo with me, 

0^3 Neigh. 
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Neigh, It muft be fo in the Nature'of the Thitig.; 
a Man in a Rage, heated with the Fumes of his own 
diftemper'd Blood, difcompos'd by the Fury of his 
PalBon, what is he better than a Man drunk with 
Wine, and out of himfelf by the Frenzy of the Li- 
quor I Can fuch a Man pray to GOD ? 

fa. You make me tremble at the Refleflion, it is fa 
very natural, and is fo much my own Cafe; why, it has 
driven me from my Duty, and kept off my Perfor- 
mance for Weeks together ; befides the Shame, the 
Difficulty, the Reluctance of coming to it again, when 
the whole Family has known the Reafon of its being 
omitted. 

Neigh, Such Things tend naturally to deftroy the 
Senfe of Duty, and muft in the Nature of the T^hing, 
dcflroy the Performance. 

Fa, But pray how did the good Woman bear this ? 
^ n*^ I^O^*' ^'4 ^^ ?*^ } 

Neigh, It was a great Affliction to her, that you mof 
le fure of,, and fhe had a hard Talk of it 5 however 
Ihe confulted her own Duty, and as Qie endeavour'd 
to perfu^de her Hufband upon all Occafions, where (he 
found room for it ; when (he found there was no hope 
to prevail, fhe kept up the fettled worlhipping of GOD 
in her own Chamber or Clofct, where fhe retir'd with 
her Children and ^/[aid-Servants \ and did her Duty 
with them as well as flie could, and as Opportunity 
allow'd. 

Fa. ^nd would her Hufband bear her Perfuafions ? 

Neigh, Truly, very indifferently; I could give you 
feme of their Difcourfes together on this Head \ hxiX, 
as they always ended with Unkindnefs, { forbear y 
oilly telling vou, that her Prudence directed her fo far„ 
to avoid raifmg- his Paffions, that whenever Ihc faw 
him begin to fly out, fhe would forbear the Difcourfe,, 
. ?^nd give him time to cool again, and fo take another 
Opportunity with him, 

i*\i. That w^as very engaging, ^s yirell a^ a very 
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wtfe, prudent Part: Was he not very fenfible of 
.it ? • . 

Neigh. I cartnot fayhe was always; for his Tem- 
per grew fo froward and peevifli at la(l, that he 
was very impatient of the*calmeft Reprehenfion, anJ 
fometimes would give her very unmanly as well ,as un- ' 
mannerly Returns for it. 

Fa, That was barbarous ; how could {he bear that ? 

Neigh, It was always very afflifling to her to be 
fure ; but never broke in upon her ^Temper ; neither 
did flie return any thing like it, but on the cQntrary, 
treated him With fuch Tendernefs, fuch obliging, and 
fuch an endearing Carriage on all Occafions, as made 
her bef admir*d by all that knew her. 

Fa, Thofe that approvM her Condudt fo much, muft 
needs greatly reproach his. 

Neigh, You may be fure of that, it n«t only expo- 
fed him, but it made him be abhorr'd, even by thofe 
that had flo Senfe of Religion upon their ^^nds. 

Fa. Nay, Religion rather gain'd than loft by them, 

take them together ; for if he w^s a Reproach to 

. Chriftians, fhe was a double Honouir to them ; if tie 

caufed the Way i of God to be exnl fpoken ofy (he adorned 

the Do£f fine of God our Saviour. 

Neigh, She was one that gave a full Teftimony to 
that Truth in the Scripture, that the Fruit of the Spirit 
is Love^ Joy^ Peace^ Long-fuffering^ &c. 

Fa. She had great Command of her Temper. 

Neighs She aSed her Reafon to the higheft Extream, 
and ReKgion to an extraordinary Degree ; it was not 
that fhe was not Flefli and Blood, or that fhe had no 
Paflions to take fire j for fhe was of a warm Temper 
too, in its Place. 

Fa How was it pofSble fhe could bear fo much ? 

Neigh, She did it by the Method which you and I, 

and every Chriftian ought to do; but by a Method, 

which if we may guefs from the View we have round 

us, of all the pafiionate foolifh' Things done in the 

0,4 . World, 
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World, we may fay, very few praftifc ; I mean, flie 
• fuHy fludied her Duty, and ftrove to perform it. 

Fa. You do well to add the laft: there are ten 
know their Duty to one that performs it) I acknowledge 
myfelf to be one of the firft. 

Nergb. She knew her Huiband's Temper ; that he 
had given a loofe to it, and that it had entirely got- 
ten the Maftery of him ^ ihe confidered, if ffie mould 
take the fame Liberty, they muft be all ruin'd ; and ihe 
told me one Day a Pafiage, which I cannot but repeat 
tp you : She had been often fo provoked, that fhe was 
at the point of giving up her* Temper, and of flying 
out with fhe Tike Violence at him ; and at that time (he 
was mbv'd as fhe thought in an unfufFeraUe man-> 
ner : She knew that (he was no way the Occafion of 
his ill Conduct ; that he ought not to ufe her as hq 
did ; and Ihe thought (he was not oblig'd to bear 
it : But in the Jundure that (be was thus going to be^ 
gin with him, and give vent to her Paffion, that Scrip- 
ture came into her Thoughts, Prov, xiv. i. A wife 
Woman buildeth her Houffy but afoolifi fFoman puUeth 
it doivn with her Hands. Immediately her Paffionsi 
coord, fhe recovered her Temper, and all he could 
fhy or do to her, was not able to put her into the leaft 
Diforder. 

Fa. She was an excellent Woman, and an excel- 
lent Chriftian. 

Neigh. Indeed fhe was fo. 

Fa.. Such a Chriftian as I fear I fhalt never be* 

Neigh. I hope you do not refrfve never to be fo*. 

Fa. But I defpair of it. 
' Netgh. If yoy woulid pray for it, yoii would hope. 

Fa. But what came of this human Fury you fpeak 
of, and of his Family? How did it all end ? 

Neigh. Truly it came to a melancholy. End many 
ways, and yet it was a better End by far than might 
reafonably have been expelled ; but it was all owmg 
to the. Prudence and ConduiS of his Wife j and (he 

tcaHjr 
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really builded her Houfe^ when he, that fliould have 
been the Stay of it, pulled it down with his Hands. It 
was by her early Conduft, that her Children were in- 
ftrufted and preferved in their Duty to GOD ; and as 
well kept from a Contempt of their Father on one 
band, a& from imitating him in his ungovern'd Con- 
duA on the other. 

Fa, You give her the greateft of Charafters, for 
that Part was fo difficult, and fo nice an Article tO' 
manage, and of fuch Confequence to the Family, I 
ihoukl ^moft think it beyond the Power of Humaa 
Prudence. 

NeigL ril give you fome Ibort Inftances of it, 
which may ferve as well to honour the Condud of 
the Wifcj as to leave an Example to all Matters of 
Families not to give Way to the Violence of their own 
ungovern'd Follies. HcrHufband by the Violence of 
his Temper, embroil'd himfelf on feveral Occafions, 
iii very unhappy Quarrels ; I do not meari fuch a» 
were to be decided by lland^ or that re^ir'd him to 
ufc the Sword, as a Gentkman\ for bemg a Citizen, 
he wore no Sword, nor had he much Occafion lo- deal 
with thofe that did; 

Fa. No, no ; I do not underftand you fo; if he 
had (hewn his paffionate Temper among Gentlemen^ 
as you fay he did to others, he might have found a 
iBiort way out of the World, and put his Family foon 
(Hit of their Pain. • 

Heigh, But he fliew*d it fo among other People, that 
be brought innumerable Law-fuits upon his Hands^ 
an* mutt have been ruin'd, if his Wife's Prudence had 
not put a ftop to it. 

Fa\ How could fhe do^ that ? 

'Neigh, Why (he got Friends to go and make up 
Breaches, and repair Damages, where it was pofTible 
to make them up ; and that (he.did fo often, xill ftfe 
was tir'd with it? and finding no End of the "}' \U 
chief, there being no Hopes to put n . . i ? 

0.5 
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Caufe, ihe pcrfuaded him firft to take his eldeft Son 
into his Bufinefs, and after fome Time, his fecond Sork^ 
and then to leave it quite off, and retire,. 

Fa, It was a wonder how (he brought him to it. 
I^feigh. Truly, not without many a rude Scuffle witb 
his 1 emper, and indeed with her Sons too j for the 
Father, tho' he was not infenfible of his own paffionate 
Temper, yet he was often uneafy at being out of Bu- 
fmefs, and feeing his two Sons carry on the Trade,^ 
while he feem'd to be fet by as an Invalid, 

Fa. Why, truly, it did look fomething bard ; how- 
ever, as it was done deliberately, and fiom a mature 
Scnfc that he was unfit to cbnverfe with the Worlds 
by reafon of his want of Gorernment of himfelf, and 
that it was fioifh'd and done fome time, it could not 
be reafonable to turn the young Men out of Bufmefs 
again, though it was at the .Demand of their Father. 

Neigh. However, his Violence, and thrir UnwiU 
lingnefs to difoblige or obftruifl their Father, liiade all 
things eafy that way. It happened one Oay that he had 
been at London with his Sons, and in their Warehoufe, 
for be. had taken a Houfe at fome Diftance from the 
Town ; but when fie went to Town, u(cd to go and< 
fit in his Son's Compting-houfe> to do any Bufinefs of 
his own, or divert himfelf with them r Here he faw 
their Bufinefs went'on flouriibing and fuccefeful, after 
. another Rate than ever it did uoder his Management -^ 
aiul a ftrange Uneafmefs pofi'efs'^ his Mind at the 
Sight j inftcad of rejoicing that his Sons minded their 
BuilneB, agreed, and went hand in hand, that thev- 
throve well, and that Buiinefs flow'd in upon them ; 1 
fay, inftcad of rejoicing at this Profperity of bis Fa^- 
niily, a Spirit of Envy ^d Difcontent feiaed him, and 
Jie went away chagrin'd and n^elancholy. 

When he came homd", his Wife perceived a Gloud 

of Difcontent fat upon his Countenance ; and tho' (he 

was full of Apprehenfion that he was under^ fome 

violent Di^urbance, yet being willing to. abate it a^ 

K^ mucb 
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much as poffiblc, fhe went chearfully to him, and fmi' 
Hng, afk'd him how he did ? He gave her little or no 
Anfwer at firft, but after fome other little Enquiries, he 
flewout upon her with thcgreateft Fury imaginable; told 
her it was (he that had fupplanted him in his Bufmefs, 
mftde him an Invalid to his Family, and a Peqfioner to 
his Children 5 that her Sons were cngroffing the Wealth 
of the Family, and taking that Increafe which was his 
hight; and that fhe had confederated with them ta 
draw him into a Snare 5 but added, that he would 
break all the Contrivances that were made ufeof to 
abufe hifti. 

She could eafily have anfWered every Objeflion, 
and with great Disadvantage to him ; but (he faw he 
was out of Temper, and (he had too much Wifdom to 
throw Oil into the Fire ; fhe anfwer'd calmly, that as 
far as fhe had any Hand \t\ it, fhe coqld riot but fee that 
it was for his Advantage ; that fhe had aSed purely 
with that Defign ; but that if it appeared otherwife„fhe 
would, with the fame Zeal, join with him to brealc 
any Contrivance that was for his Hurt. 

Why, fays he, do you talk fo? h it not to my hurt 
to fee my Sons firt above me, and, as it were, pofTef- 
fingmy Inheritance before itfalk to them ? Could they 
not have ftaid till ftiy Head vvas laid ? 

fPlfe. My Dear, fays fhe, you were fatisfied of the 
Rcafons of it, b*2fore you did it. 

Hujb. What Reafon^ db you talk of ? 

fp^t/e. Reafons, my Dear, that I had rather you 
would not oblige me to repeat. 

HuJb, No Rcafons, but what would as well have 
•fcrv'd tohjive fent me to a Miid-houfe. I have carried 
on my Trade Ithefe 24 Years with Succefs j what Oc- 
cafion had I to throw it away at laft ? 

fVife, Do not let us debate about the Occafion* 

HuJb. Yes, yes, 1 will enter into the Occafion, I 
fee nothing in it but a Plpt.betweeen you and ypur Sons, 
to get your Hufband more into your Difpofe, 
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Wifi. You arc difposM to be angry, my Dear j 
am far from defiring to have you at any Body's Dii^ 
pofe but your own. 

Hnjb. And I will take care^o be at no Body's Dif- 
pofe but my own \ I aflure yqu, FIl unravel all your 
Contrivances, and * make you all Examples, for tram- 
pling upon, and taking advantage of the Infirmities^ 
of, a Huiband and Father. 

[♦ Here be raifed hh Voice y looked paky emd 
grew fo very angry and boU that his Wifa 
uias even frighted : for iio' be bad been iot 
with other People^ he had never beenfo di^ 
relfly furious at her krfore^ 
However, fbe kept on her Di^ourfe with Calmnefs 
and Temper : fays/he^ 

Wife. My Dear, do not fly upon your Family io^ 
and threaten us all \ you can do us no Mifchief, but 
will wound yourfclf^, have a little Patience, and hear 
calmly what we have to offer,^ you may be aiTured we 
have none of us injured you* 

Hujb, What I have you not injur'd me I 

\Here be rifes up in a great Ragt^ andftamp*d 

upon the Ground J walking bqftily^ talking l&ud^ 

and looking furious ; in a wordy Jbewing all 

' the Tokens of a moft enraged Temper. 

Wife. Do not fufier yourfelf to fly out,, my Dear j. 

confider calmly, I hope no body has injured you. 

Hufb. Not injur'd me I Ani I nottum'd out of Bu- 
finefs, like a Lunatick that's beggM out of his Eftate ?' 
Wife. No, no, my Dear, you are not ufed any thing 
like thay 

Hufb. ^bat, am I not plac'^d here like an Idiot uo- 
der Guardians ? Am I not a mere PupU to my two 
Sons ? and is not the Management of the whole Trade 
put wholly into their Hands^ and I fed from Hand to 
Mouth with a Peofion ; is m^this abufiog me ? Bud 
will put an end to it all immediately j. Til take the Staff 
into my own Hands again, I afliue you„ and. Til ufe 
you as you defervc^ ^ * Wift^ 
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Wife. I pray GOD you mav, my Dear ; bat I fee 
jrou are hot and in a PafGon, 1 11 withdraw and talk o£ 
thefe Things another time. 

Hujb. No, no, I defire you will fit ftill ; I am a» 

fit to talk of them now as at another Time, ♦ pray Jit 

fillip and if you have any thing to fay, fpeak it now. 

\* Hijftfips to tbi Parlour Doify and JhuU 

her in J before Jhe could hi quick enough to 

withdraw. 

Wife. I bad rather you would excufe me, my JDear; 
pray let us talk 6i it another Time. 

HuJb. No, no, juft now, no Delays,^ 111 go ta 
work with it juft now j if you have any thing to fay 
for your Condud, or |gain(l what I intend to do,. let 
me hear it. 

mfi. I do not know what you intend to do, how 
ihould I have any thing to fay to it ? 

HuJb. I tell youy don't H I tell you I will unravel 
all you have done. • 

If^fe. Well, my Dear, if you arc rcfolved, what can 
I fay to it ? You have often dope things in your Paffion, 
which you have been forry for ; I wim you may do no*- 
thi^ of the like kind now, that is all I can fay. 

HuJb. Nay^ I know you cannot fay any thing for 
what you have done, and that i^ the Keafon why you 
can fay nothing againft what I am to do. 

fFife. I de&e to oppofe you in nothing that is for 

Jour Advantage; whether this may be fo, I know not, 
ecaufe I know not what it is j^ou intend. 

Jtlufi^^ I'll tell you what I intend : I'll go immedi- 
ately to the Warehoufe, fend your two Sons home, and 
take my Bufinefs into my own Hands again ; and fo 
ence more I'll be my own Mafler, and not an Under- 
Ung and a Penfipnec. 

Wife. My Dear ; I have but one ihing to fay to it v 
I wifli you could bear to hear mc 

HujL Yes, Yes, I'll hear your Advice, . tho' I may 
fiot take itj, ^r I iiiipeofc it will he o£ as much Con- 

Sequence 
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ftrqucnce as other things \ Jet's hear it, whether I mind 
t or o. 

JVtfe. Why, my Dear, that you may do nothmg to-' 
repent of, my Advice and Requeft is^ BoiJl^your Knee 
to GODfirft, and tho' it be but tvfr^ Minutes^ a(k fe* 
rioufly for his Dire^ion and Blelfing upon whit yott 
are going to do, and th^n, whatever yeudo after that, 
I will -readily acquiefce iOr . 

Hujb. Well, it's nothing to you whether I door no» 

[SA^ wai in a great Ckntern all this while ^ leji his 

PaJJion might break out U do einy intempetdii 

vioteM things end would fain have got away 

from him hut could ftot. 

Wife. Yes, it is much to m| on your own Account. 

Hujb* You are provided for, what is it to you \ 

IVife. I have fome Cdncerrt fure in yoiir Welfare ; 
you cannot be miferable without me ; and I am fure, 
my Dear, I mourn over your Miftakes, and would pre- 
vent^hem^ if it were in my Power. 
■ Hujb. Mourn over your own ill Ufage of me. 

Wife. My Dear, if I had eter us'd yoa ill, I fliould 
do fo; but you will fee, whdhyour PafBon' is over, I 
have not us'd you ill, or done any thiflg thfti otrght t6 
difpleafe or diffatisfy you^ evert va the very' thing that 
now moft diftufbs you. 

Hujb. Not us*d me ill ! -am I not tuffl'd oet of mjr 
Bufinefs, as a Man not 'fit to carry rt onj as a Mad- 
man that muft not be trufted With a Knife, or any ne^ 
cefTary thing that he is capaWe^bf doing Harm with ? 

Wife> I could convince you, my Dear, anotbef tWnCy 
but you are angry now ; and I care not to enter into 
Words that may increafe it. 

Hujk* No, no, I can never be convinc'd; but I'll 
convince you all that I am not fo eafily to beimpofed 
upon, as you may believe; TJl undo all that has been 
done, ^nd that immediately, before I, flecp. 

If^ife. My Dear, I entreat you, tho' you do all you 
fay you w^ill doj yet do not4o il ifl « Paflion f ever^ 
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tho*^ you were doing well, yet doing it in fuch a Ten*- 
per, 'tis odds but you do fomething amifs. 

Hujb. I tell you I won't be bought and fold among 

you ; I have been bctray'.d and treachcroufly ufcd, and- 

my Sons have got up in my Saddle, are getting Eftates 

_in my Bufinefs^ and in a few Years will be able to fay 

they catt live without me. 

Wife. Well, my Dear, can you repine at the Pro- 
^rity of your own Children ? 

Huflf. They fliould have ^mc to it in tlicir owi? 
time :: What ! is the Profperity of the Children to be 
raifed upon the Ruin of the Father ! 
• Wife. My Dear, are you ruin'd, are you beneath 
them ? Have you not 400 k a Year of your own, and 
do you not receive 200/. a Year from them, as a 
Coraideration for the Stock you have given over to* 
them. 

HuJb. That's all nothing; Pll have no Sons be 
Matters of my Bufinefe, while I fit ftill, and am look'd 
upon as one incapable 5 I'll reduce them to their firft 
Beginning. 

Wife, My Dear, do nothing unadvifedly ; do not 
ruin your Children without Caufe j have they oiFended 
you.^ 

Hujb Is it not an OfFerTceto fee" myfelf fet afide, and 
my Sons mad^ the Heads of my Bufincfs ? 

Wife. My Dear, confider your Sons are M^n grown^ 
and paft being treated a& Children; 

Hujb. They are not paft being taught to know them- 
felves, they want to be !nffra<fted that Way 5 I'll make 
you all know yourfelves before 1 have done^ 

\^He goes out ofthe^ Room in a great Rage*. 
Now it is to be obferved here, that the Wife had 
ailed with fuch Prudence, in the transferring the Trade 
and Stock to her Sons, as above^ that me had re- 
ferred the whote Stock with all the Improvements ta 
* be their Father*s> and to be given up to him when- 
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ever he demanded it; and tho' all went in tbeir 
Names, yet they were obliged by Writing to furren- 
der it alf into their Father's Hand, and only to be 
allow'd fuch Expences, and Charges, and Allowances, 
as had been fettled between them, not letting the Fa- 
ther know one Wowl of it : But he having convey'd 
and made over every thing to them^ (he, without tell- 
ing him of it, took a Declaration of Truft back agaiiv 
from her Sons, expreffing the Reafons of the Truft alfo. 
And as (he had done this, becaufe (he knew his 
changeable Difpofition and fierv Temper, fo (be was 
not fo much concern'd at the Cfonfequencex>f his pre- 
fent PafSoYi, becaufe (he knew hei* Sons would behave 
as became them, when their Father came to them^ 
whatever want of Temper he might (hew to them ; 
however, (he immediately fent them word of what 
had pafs'd, and what they were to expeft, that they 
mighj not be furpria'd* 

ft was but a few Minutes afterwards, but he came 
himfelf, and entering the Wareboufe, he found his- 
Sons both there, but very bufy with Cuftomers,. fo he. 
went into the Compting-Houfe, and fat ftill a while ; 
but bis PaiConwas too hot to be kept within Bounds,, 
and his eldeft Son, who faw by his Countenance that 
kis Father was very much difturbed, made all the 
Difpatch poffible to get dear of the People he 
was engag'd with, left his Father (hould call, and 
(hould break out into a Paffion that might expofe 
him. 

It was not long before his Father, who €ould hold 
no longer^ calls him, and he comes immediately. 
The Dialbgue was very (hort, but very warm on 
ene Side ; and had not all poffible Occafion been 
taken away 'by the Condudl of both his Sons, the 
Temper he \yas in at that time would have made 
an Uproar even in the Street. He began with the 
eldeft Son as fqoa as be came to the. Compting^ 
Houfe^ thus : 
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Fa. Call your Brother, I muft fpeak with you 
both. 

Eld. Son. Sir, he is hvSy with a Cuftomer, but he 
will have done prefcntly. 

Fa. I muft fpeak with him, let bim be bufy with 
whom he will. 
R, Son. Then I will call him. Sir. 

[flif calls him^ and fends a Servant to tend 

the Cujlomer^ upon whkh the youngeft Son 

comes alfoy. and their Father begins with 

them both thus^ fpeaking in an angry Tone^ 

and a great deal of apparent Pajfion in his 

Looks. 

Fa. You go on here (Sons) very boldly, and pufh the 

Trade forward with a great deal of Authority j pray 

what is it you intend to do with me ? 

E* Son. Sir, we go on by no Authority but yours, wt 
hope you are not difpleas'd that, we follow the Bufmeft 
with as much Diligence as^^e can. 
Fa. That is Ao Anfwer to my CJueftion* 
E. Sam It is very difficulty Sir,^ to anfwer that Que- 
fiion, but by afking another. Sir i that is, what you 
would pleafe to have us to do ? *» 

j Fa. My Queftion is plain ; yoahave put a Juggle 
nere upon your Father (you and your Mother in Confe- 
deracy) and fct yourfelves at the Head of my Bufmefe, 
I would be glad to know bow long you think I muft 
bear it ? 

E. Son. Not a Moment, Sir,, longer than you pleafe.; 
your refigniiig the Bufinefs to us, and putting us inta it» 
was your own Propofel to us ; it was your Gift to us, 
and we were put in by yourfelf j my Mother had no 
Hand in it that we know of, but what you gave her 
Power to have. , , ' 

Fa. Well, well, if my Authority put you in, by the 
feme Authority I (hall put you out j every Power that 
can give Life can take it away ; my Right to the laft isi 
4criyed frpm my Right to the firft.. 

E.Son^ 
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E. Son. Whatever Right we may have by ycojr Gift, 
"we will make no ufe of it without your Good-will, and 
therefore^ Sir, if it be your Pleafure to (uppofe you have 
fct us up too foon, we will return all back intoyour Han(h 
whenever you demand it. ^ 

Fa. Then I demand it juft now. 

J?. Son, Jf my Brother is of my Mifid^ you (kail be 
obey'd this Minute, Sir. 

Tcung Son. With all my Heart, for I will be no- 
thing but what my Father defires me to be; we had all 
by your Gift, Sir, and if you think it too foon, I am 
very willing to wait till yoa thmk it more feafonable ; 
I hope my Father will let us be his Servants as we were 
bcfpr?, 

Fa* I (halt confider of that. 

Neigh. Well, what think you now ? Have I given 
you the Pidure of a paffionate Father to jfour Purpofe, 
or no? ^ ^ 

Fa. Yes ; but. you have bkft him with better Chil- 
dren than ©Vcr mine would be. 

tfeigh. You do not know whut yours might have 
been, if they had had (ueh a Mother to have maaagM 
them in their Infancy. 

* Fa. Well, but pray go ^Wi with tlie Story ; what 
couM he fay to his ^ons, who anfwer'd )nm, as I fop 
pofe, fo contrary to his Jttxpeftatiorts ? 

Neigh. He was not touch'd with it at all at firft j but 
taking his Sons, as it were^ as their Words, he fm- 
inediatcly took Poffcffion of the Books and Cafti, and 
the Sons, with the createft Calmncfe and apparent Sa- 
tisfaftion, threw off their Hats, and put themfelres 
into the Pbfture of Servants : His greateft Diflact!sfa€Kon 
wiis, that he could not have the ieaft Occafion to be 
angry. 

After he had chaft his Mind as much, and indeed 
niore than the Cafe would bear, and had thus embar- 
lafs'd himfelf into the Hurry of the World again, fo 

th&c 

Digitized by V^OOQlC 



The Family Inftru^or. 379 

that h€ faw kimfelf^ in a few Moments, a Man re- 
mov'd from a pleafant agreeable Retreat, engaged again 
in a vaft Crowd of Incumbrances 9 the Profpea began 
to appear lefe agreeable to him than he thought it before, 
and full of Difcontent he comes away, having been 
perfedlly difappointed of the Quarrel which he expeded 
to have with his two Som. 

Being come home, he thinks to gratify the Fury of 
his Temper upon his Wife ; his Spirits were in agitation, 
and Nature required to give them a Vent fomewhere ; 
the fubmiffive refpeflful Condu<Sl of his Sons had effec- 
tually difappointed him, and even for want of an Ob- 
J€(St, he refolves to fall upon his Wife ; fo he begins 
with her, very hot and angry, thus : 

Hujb. Well, I have blown jou aii tip, I have broke 
all yuur Meafures. 

fVife, My Dear, it*s unkind to fpeak of Meafures of 
mine; if you have done no Injury to yourfelf you can 
have done none to me ; I have no Intereft but yours, 
nor any Meafures but what you have been all along 
acquainted withjunlefs it has been to prevent your hurt- 
ing yourfelf. 

Hu/b. Have you not had private Proje^s to ercft 
your Sons on the Ruin of their Father ? 

fVife, No indeed, my Dear, nor can I be capabre 
of fuch a thing : Can a Hulband be ruin'd without 
his Wife? 

Hujb, Whatever you have been capable of, thank 
God^ I am capable of difappointing you. 

TVife. You will fpeak kindlier when your Paffion i& 
over 5 your Charge is very heavy, and it is a fad Cafe^ 
where the Judge has not Temper t€x hear the Pri- 
foncr. 

Hufb. I your Judge ! I am none of your Judge ;: 
there's one above will judge you all. 

ff^ifg. If you condemn me, you make yourfelf my 
Judge, and I ought to be calmly heard. 

Hujh. 
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Hujb. WcU, whaf have you to fay, if I fliould htTf 
you calmly \ 

Wife* I ddlre jwu would take time till to-morrow 
Morning ; you are too warm for it to-day-r 

HuJb, O ho ! you want to taik with your Counfd- 
lors, [ have difpoflcfs'd them of their Authority, and 
ril take care to keep them from caballing with you. 

Wife. If we had caballed againft you, as we did for 
you, you could not have difpuflefs'd them ; you treat 
me as your Enemy, my Dear^ but you will find 1 have 
been your Friend, and a faithful Fiiend too, even in 
this very thine. 

Hufi. I value neither your Friendfbip or your En- 
mity i I am Mafter of my Bufinefs again once more, 
aiju PiJ be fb S5 loi^g as I live. 

Wife. I wifli, my Deary you were Matter of your- 
felf, a*s much as we all defire yoU fhould be Mafter of 
every thing in your Family. 

Hufi. That is to myfelf, and the Hurt is my 
own. 

Wife. My Deaty you can do nothing to hurt your- 
felf,, but we are all hurt by it too ; we have but one 
Bottom \ we cannot fwim if you finic. 

Hufi. But you have made an Attempt to fwim and 
let me fink, if 1 had not difappotnted you all. 

If^ffj My Deary your Words arc veiy bitter j I 
know not what you have done 1 I am (are 1 have done 
nothing to your Prejudice, and you cannot have dif- 
appointed me in any thing, unlefs it be in hurting your- 
felf and your Family. 

Hufi. Yes, I have difappsintedyou \ I have turned 
eut your two Partners, and made my two Matters my 
two Servants again,, as they ought to be. 

Wife. Well, my Dear, I hope they fubmitted duti* 
folly and refpedfully to you in it all, howfoever you 
hAve.a£led by them* 
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Hujb. Yes, yes, they gave it up with Rcadlncfe 
enough that's true. 

Wife. Why then, my Dear^ they have ihewn them- 
felves veiy full of Duty and Regard to their Father, 
)iou muft own that ; for you know you could not have 
obliged them to it. 

Hvjb. I am the lefs obliged to you however, who 
took care to put it fo much out of my Power, that if. 
they had been lefs dutiful than they are, I might have 
been ufed bad enough. 

Wife. Do not ffrive, my Dear, to load me with 
Reproaches^ I have Afflidion enough. 

Ilti/b. What are your great Afflidtions ? I know none' 
you have, but this, that I have taken the Power out of} 
your Hands to govern your Huiband« 

Wife. Can I have a greater Afflidion than to have 
one that Ihould protcft me from the Injuries of all the 
World, injure and opprefs me Wmfelf ! 

Ht//i. Ho^y do I injure you or opprefs you ? 

Wife. You injure me in charging me wrongfully, 
and you opprefs . me in falling upon me in a Paffion, 
that 1 cannot have room to fpeak or be heard. 

Hufi. r charge you wrongfully ! Is it not apparent 
that you juggled with your two oons to get me to put 
all my Trade into their Hands, and fet myfelf by to be 
laught at for a Fool. 

Wife. No, it's evident 1 did not, becaufe yoo fay 
that you have turned them out; if I had given'the 
Power entirely into their Hands, as you know I 
might then have done, and as for aught you know L 
did, you ' could not have turned them out, I ailure 
you. 

Hu/b, Yes, yes, you fee I have turned them our, 
notwiihftanding all the Power they had. 

Wife. You will acknowledge all that to your Wife, 
my Dear, when you come to think calmly, and know 
a litde more of its but I'll take another. Opportunity 

to 
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CO convince you of it ; perhaps in a little time you will 
repent your prefent Proceedings. 

Hajlf* Never, while yeu Ihe, what, a Huftand re- 
pent his being Matter ! no, m^ V\\ have no more Fa- 
mily Directors, no more Sons let up to be my Mafters, 
rUaffureyou. 

Wifi' Vou arc difpofed to be angry, my Deary V\\ 
come again when your Paffion is over. 

i^be goes out of the Room. 

Hufb. Ay, ay, fare you well ; 1 fliall be . of the fame 
Mind to-morrow, I promifc you. 

Fa. Well, of. all the rude, ill-natur'd, and fiery 
Creatures that ever I heard o^ this is the foremoft \ 
pray what cajnc of it ? 

I>leigh. Came of it ! why, the next Morning, after 
a little calmer Difcourfe, Are fetch'd him in a Writing 
fign'd by both his Sons, whereby, tho' they had the 
Management of the Trade in Appearance, yet they 
had bound themfelves, by an Acknowledgment of 
Truft, U) account for all the Profits oT the whole 
Trade tp their 'Father, Expences and incident Charges 
being allowed, and to quit it all again whenever he^ 
demanded it. 

pa. What could he fay to it ? 

Neigh, She withdrew, apd left him to read it over ; 
and when (he came in again (he found him all in Tears, 
and in a violent Paffion at himfelf for having ill treated 
hir; he took her in his, Arms and told her, {he had 
b^eu a fatthful Steward to him and all the Family, add- 
ding all the kind things that could be exprefled, and re- 
proaching himfelf fpr his Paffions, in a Manner that 
(he could no more bear than (be could the other. 

Fa. PaiTion guides us into all Extremes \ but how 
did he go on ? 

Neigh. He came to Terms with his Sons, and made 
them Partners with him j but alas, his fiery Difpofi- 
tio.i, which grew worfe every Day, brought him into 
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» drea^fCil I>ifafter ; for being m a Paffioh at fome 
Peoj>le he employ 'd, that did hot do his Bafineis as he 
would have it don^, and a Porter, or fome fuch fort 
of Fellow, giving him faucy Language, he ftruck the 
poor Man an unhappy Blow, that it was thought by 
all that ftood by had killed him^ and which put this 
poor paiEonat^ Creatare aiterwarc^ inta aninexpreffible 
Confufion. 

Fa. Bhit^you fty thti Man vi^s not killed^ 
Neigh. N0, he 'did not die; but he was crippled by^ 
it as long^ heJiv'd, 

Pa* And what bid he for it ? . 
'Neigk» Alas ! be wa$ the great^^ Penitent for it that 
ev^r you heard of, and continu'd &> as long ^s he lw*6 y 
but what was that to the poor Man ? 

Fa. As you fay, he could never reftore the poor Man, 
but he might make fome Amends. 

Neigh, Yes, yes, he provided for him and for his 
Family too ; but tho' that was a great Weight upon his 
own r amily, yet it was no Satisfafiion to the Com- 
plaint of his own Confcience; the Grime call'd for 
Repentance, whatever Amends he had made the poor 
Man. 

• Fa. Ay, ay, Pallion always makes Work for Re- 
pentance. 

Neighr It does fo, arkil this Man found it fo ; for he 

never enjoy 'dhimrdf an Hour^fterwards-; he quite 

threw off his Bufinefs, retir'd from the Town, and 

. in a word, he went mourning for that one Adion as 

long as he liv'd. 

Fa. And did he govern himfelf better afterwards ? 
Neigh, He kept himfelf from the Occafions of Anger, 
ftruggled with it whenever any thing moved him ; but 
in fliort, as the Seeds were fown in his very Conftitu- 
tion, he never effedually conquer'd them to his laft 
Breath. 

Fa. Paflion is a dreadful Matter where it once has 
the Government of the Temper. 

Neigh^ 
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Nii^.' It is true $ but of all the kinds, I think, 
FamihPaffiens arc the worft, they generally are in 
their Spinnings more extravagant, rife to the greateft 
Height, are aded with the greateft Violence, and at- 
teii£d with the worft Confequences ; as I cotdd (hew 
you by many (ad Examples within the Compais of 
m own Knowledge ; but die Stories are too long to 
relate now. 

Fa. It is. -enough \ thefe yoo have told are (o afFed* 
ing to Me, and Co nearly touch my own Cafe, that I 
am fully fatisfied, if I do not in particular mafter my 
paffionate furious Temper, and take quite new Mea- 
fiires with myfelf, my Family will be utterly ruined, 
and myfelf eternally lindone. 



FINIS. 
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